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Questions and answers from CPCs on compliance matters
(ICCAT Secretariat)

Through ICCAT Circular #10017/2025, issued on 8 October 2025, CPCs were invited to send questions to other CPCs regarding possible compliance issues.

The Secretariat received questions and comments from the European Union and Japan. Where possible, these questions have been sent in advance to the CPCs concerned, and those responses received to date are included here where applicable. Given the time available to prepare responses, those CPCs which were unable to provide a written response in advance of the meeting may respond verbally or in writing at or before the Compliance Committee (COC) meeting.


[bookmark: _Hlk181564720]To Algeria:

In 2009, COC recognized that Algerian fishing vessels caught 820 t of Atlantic bluefin tuna without proper authorization and the fish was transferred to farms in Tunisia and Malta without validated BCDs. In 2010, during the COC meeting, Malta and Tunisia reported that the transferred fish was released from the cages. At that meeting, Algeria mentioned that there were ongoing legal proceedings on the Algerian vessels before the Algerian courts. Algeria also mentioned that full detail will be reported to the COC once the investigation is concluded. 

According to the past meeting reports, Algeria expressed its intention to inform the result until the 2011 annual meeting. After that, however, there is no record regarding this issue in ICCAT’s meeting reports. Japan understands that ICCAT has not received the result of the investigation from Algeria.


To Mauritania:

Mauritania could explain how they implement and comply with Recommendation by ICCAT on prohibition on discards of tropical tunas caught by purse seiners (Rec. 17-01), in light of Décret n°2018-088, which seems to establish a minimum size for bigeye tuna and which might be in contradiction with the prohibition to discard tropical tunas.


[bookmark: _Hlk181565530]To Mexico:

Mexico could explain how they implement and comply with the prohibition to retain and land oceanic whitetip shark in Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of oceanic whitetip shark caught in association with fisheries in the ICCAT Convention area (Rec. 10-07), in light of their landing declarations for oceanic whitetip shark.

[bookmark: _Hlk181565837]Response:  In full compliance with the commitments made by Mexico during the 24th Special Meeting of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) held in Limassol (Cyprus),            11-18 November 2024, the following has been established:

· the "Agreement establishing various provisions on incidental shark fishing in tuna fisheries by large longline vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, and in the Convention area of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)" was published on 2 October 2025 in the Federation’s Official Gazette (DOF).
 
· This binding regulatory instrument strengthens the national implementation of Recommendations 09-07, 10-07, and 10-08, ensuring their full compliance. Among its main provisions, the Agreement prohibits retaining on board, storing, transshipping, or landing, whether whole specimens or parts thereof, of the following species caught incidentally in the ICCAT Convention area:


· Bigeye thresher shark (Alopias supercilliosus).
· Oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus longimanus), Sharks of the genus Sphyrna (“hammerhead sharks” or “horned sharks”), except for the species Sphyrna tiburo.
· Silky shark (Carcharhinus falciformis), known in Mexico as “tiburón sedoso” or “tiburón puntas negras”.

· The Agreement establishes that shark specimens listed in the Agreement, as well as other non-target species subject to special protection measures that are caught, must be released in the best conditions for survival, thereby reinforcing conservation and sustainable fishing measures.

· The provisions are mandatory for holders of concessions and fishing permits, as well as for fishing captains or masters, engineers or operators, fishermen and crew members of such vessels, and other individuals engaged in tuna fishing activities in federal waters under the jurisdiction of the United Mexican States in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean Sea, and the Convention area of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

· Similarly, it is expected that individuals who do not comply with these provisions will be subject to the sanctions established in the General Law on Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture and other applicable legal provisions.

· The compliance of this Agreement shall be monitored by the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (Agriculture) through CONAPESCA, as well as by the Ministry of the Navy, within the scope of their respective competences.

· In addition to the above, and as has been stated on several occasions, Mexico has, among others, the following regulatory instruments for shark management and protection:

a) Official Mexican Regulation NOM-029-PESC-2006, Responsible fishing for sharks and rays. Specifications for their exploitation.
b) Closed seasons for sharks and rays in the Gulf of Mexico.
c) Fisheries management plan for sharks and rays in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea.
d) National action plan for the management and conservation of sharks, rays, and related species in Mexico (PANMCT, second edition).

The above confirms Mexico's firm commitment to comply with its international obligations regarding the conservation and responsible management of highly migratory species, particularly those covered by ICCAT, and continues to strengthen national mechanisms to ensure the traceability, legal origin, and sustainability of its fisheries.

To Namibia: 

Namibia could explain how they implement and comply with the landing limit for South Atlantic shortfin mako in Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of the South Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 22-11), considering their excess in landings reported for 2023. 

[bookmark: _Hlk181566323]
To Senegal:

Senegal could explain how they implement the size limit for registration on the ICCAT Record of Authorised Vessels for their pirogue vessels.
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