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Special Meeting Participation Fund[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Data at 19 October 2026.] 


In 2020 the Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation 14-14 on the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for Developing ICCAT Contracting Parties (Rec. 20-09) which substitutes and repeals Rec. 14-14 in its entirety.

Recommendation 20-09 establishes a Meeting Participation Fund (MPF) to support representatives of those ICCAT Contracting Parties which are developing States for the purpose of attending and/or contributing to the work of the Commission and other subsidiary bodies. This fund was initially provisioned with €60,000.00 from the Working Capital Fund. 

The new Recommendation differs from the previous one in that some minimum criteria must be met in order to control costs and minimize the administrative burdens. These minimum criteria are as follows: when a developing Contracting Party sends more than six official delegates to a Commission meeting or more than four to a subsidiary body meeting using its own resources, it will not be entitled to receive financial support from the MPF; in addition, the delegates must travel in the least expensive economy class or another that is more economical, and the flight itinerary must be defined at least 30 days in advance of the meeting.

This fund was financed in 2026 with an allocation of €250,000.00 charged to Chapter 2e) of the ICCAT budget, and €185,000.00 from the Working Capital Fund as approved by the Commission in 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk118393609]To these funds, the carryover of financial year 2025 must be added, which amounted to €65,245.61. Therefore, the available amount in 2026 has been €500,245.61.

In 2026, 91 trips have been organised and 30 CPCs have benefitted.

For 2027, this fund will have a carryover from 2026 estimated to be €90,628.60 (provisional amount; 16 flights remain to be issued pending visas, therefore the total is subject to change).

An estimation has been made of the possible requests for 2027, taking into account the meetings scheduled, and expense in 2027 is calculated to be €434,370.80 It will therefore be necessary to allocate to this fund at least €343,742.20, to reach the necessary balance. However, if this trend continues, this heading must be increased for the following years, given that, otherwise, it will not be possible to fully cover the expense.

	Special Meeting Participation Fund (MPF)

	Opening balance for financial year 2026
	€65,245.61

	REVENUE
	€435,000.00

	Financed by ICCAT
	€250,000.00

	Working Capital Fund
	€185,000.00

	
EXPENSES SCIENTIFIC MEETINGS
	

	Available balance for the first semester
	€125,061.40

	Shortfin Mako Shark Data Preparatory Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 23-27 March 2026).
	
€27,697.66

	Bigeye Tuna Data Preparatory Meeting (hybrid/San Sebastián, Spain, 13-17 April 2026).
	
€16,404.75

	Intersessional Meeting of the Tropical Tunas Species Group (including MSE) (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 20-22 April 2026).
	
€14,376.07

	Intersessional Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 18-22 May 2026).
	
€10,281.83

	Meeting of the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM) (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 25-18 May 2025).
	
€9,238.48

	White Marlin Stock Assessment Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 22‑25 June 2026).
	
€3,112.41

	Balance for first semester 
	€43,950.20

	
	

	Transfer of balance for the first semester
Available balance for the second semester
	€43,950.20
€125,061.40

	
Total available for the second semester
	
€169,011.60

	Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bluefin Tuna Species Group (hybrid/Nara, Japan, 1-4 April 2026).
	
€7,991.61

	Shortfin Mako Stock Assessment Meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 13‑17 June 2026).
	
€13,903.36

	SCRS Species Groups Meeting and/or SCRS plenary meeting (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 14-19 September 2026).
	
€64,292.06

	Plenary Sessions of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) (hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 21-25 September 2026).
	
€51,930.71

	
Balance for second semester
	
€30,893.86

	
EXPENSES COMMISSION MEETINGS
	

	Available balance for the first semester
	€125,061.40

	Compliance Committee Meeting and 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission (pending expenses paid in 2026).
	
€7,712.52

	Intersessional Meeting of Panel 2 
(hybrid/Madrid, Spain, 3-5 March 2026).
	
€13,835.57

	Second Intersessional Meeting of Panel 1 
(hybrid/Bilbao, Spain, 5-7 May 2026).
	
€19,592.63

	Intersessional meeting of the Compliance Committee / Electronic Monitoring Systems Working Group (EMS WG) Meeting/ 19th Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) 
(hybrid format, Brussels, Belgium, 1–5 June 2026).
	


€28,080.23

	
Balance for first semester
	
€55,840.46

	
	

	Transfer of balance for the first semester
Available balance for the second semester
	€55,840.46
€125,061.40

	
Total available for the second semester
	
€180,901.86

	Third Intersessional Meeting of Panel 1 and/or 25th Special Meeting of the Commission (hybrid, Vilamoura, Portugal, 14–23 November 2026).
	
€22,667.06

	Estimate of pending expenses - Third Intersessional Meeting of Panel 1 and/or 25th Special Meeting of the Commission (hybrid, Vilamoura, Portugal, 14-23 November 2026).
	
€98,500.06

	
	

	Balance for second semester
	€59,734.74

	Balance at 19 October 2026
	€90,628.60




	Summary of expenses


CPC
	Scientific meetings 
	Intersessional Meeting of Panel 2
	Intersessional Meeting of Panel 1
	
Intersessional Meeting of the Compliance Committee / Electronic Monitoring Systems Working Group (EMS WG) Meeting/ 19th Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) 
	Third Intersessional Meeting of Panel 1 / 25th Special Meeting of the Committee 

	Angola
	i)
	€6,660.66
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€745.60 
€2,297.50 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€747.56 
€2,297.50 

	Algeria
	
	
	X
	€1,816.61
	
	
	
	
	1
	€2,739.00 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€2,739.00

	Belize
	i)
	€7,643.44
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€1,105.42 
€3,089.56 

	Brazil
	a)
	€3,444.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	b)
	€3,663.93
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	f)
	€3,112.41
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	h)
	€3,058.25
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€7,092.55
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cabo Verde
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€774.01
€1,764.00

	Costa Rica
	i)
	€6,644.81
	
	
	X
	€2,295.53
	X
	€4,072.69
	1
	€1,243.14 
€2,590.50 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€2,508.64
€2,590.50

	Côte d’Ivoire
	c)
	€2,601.13
	
	
	X
	€2,438.41
	X
	€3,523.94
	1
	€3,525.01

	Egypt
	a)
	€3,427.18
	X
	€2,265.67
	
	
	

	

	1
	€1,064.34
€2,056.00 


	
	b)
	€2,726.63
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	€2,170.02
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€3,471.12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€3,349.26

	
	i)
	€3,237.22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	El Salvador
	i)
	€6,841.33
	
	
	X
	€2,078.23
	
	
	1
	€1,547.44 
€2,540.00 

	Gabon
	
	
	
	
	X
	€2,303.94
	X
	€4,034.49
	1
	€1,405.76 
€2,759.75 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€1,405.76
€2,759.75

	The Gambia
	i)
	€6,070.62
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€2,997.50 

	Ghana
	
	
	
	
	X
	€2,330.52
	
	
	1
	€4,215.75 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€4,215.75

	Equatorial Guinea
	
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	€3,903.56
	
	

	Rep. Guinea
	a)
	€3,622.50
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€3,697.50

	
	c)
	€2,509.98
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€6,067.60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Liberia
	
	
	
	
	X
	€2,576.60
	X
	€2,342.33
	
	

	Mauritania
	i)
	€5,455.24
	
	
	
	
	X
	€3,376.55
	
	

	Mexico
	a)
	€4,069.89
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€1,882.52
€1,958.00

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€1,623.72
€2,443.00

	Namibia
	a)
	€5,020.63
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€1,266.72 
€2,743.67

	
	b)
	€3,663.03
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	c)
	€3,996.56
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	d)
	€3,668.66
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e)
	€3,570.66
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	h)
	€4,392.14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€7,050.03
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Nicaragua
	
	
	
	
	X
	€1,003.51
	
	
	1
(C)
	€2,204.46 


	Nigeria 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€4,059.39 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€4,059.39

	Panama
	c)
	€2,806.40
	X
	€2,997.77
	X
	€2,092.72
	
	
	1
	€1,294.90 
€2,491.50 

	
	g)
	€3,449.04
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€6,460.61
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	São Tomé e Príncipe
	a)
	€4,439.84
	
	
	X
	€2,473.17
	
	
	1
	€1,035.33 
€2,735.00 

	
	i)
	€6,812.43
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Senegal
	c)
	€2,462.00
	X
	€2,363.34
	
	
	X
	€3,809.29
	
	

	
	i)
	€6,019.16
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sierra Leone
	i)
	€6,606.94
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€3,831.16 

	South Africa 
	i)
	€4,228.70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€869.74 
€2,587.00 

	Syria
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€3,268.22 

	Tunisia
	a)
	€3,672.66
	X
	€2,120.02
	
	
	

	

	1
	€2,801.00 

	
	b)
	€2,342.70
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	d)
	€3,118.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	e)
	€2,663.60
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	g)
	€2,372.55
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	€2,801.00

	
	h)
	€2,447.62
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€2,801.96
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€2,456.24
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Türkiye
	
	
	X
	€2,272.16
	
	
	X
	€3,017.38
	1
	€1,109.18 
€1,909.50 

	Uruguay
	b)
	€4,008.46
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€1,228.52 
€2,376.50 

	
	h)
	€4,005.35
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€6,139.94
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Venezuela
	d)
	€3,494.21
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	€1,518.70
€2,297.50

	
	e)
	€3,004.22
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€4,578.03
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	i)
	€3,884.14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	€219,228.94
	€13,835.57
	€19,592.63
	€28,080.23
	€121,167.12



a) Swordfish Data Preparatory Meeting 
b) Albacore Data Preparatory Meeting 
c) Intersessional Meeting of the Tropical Tunas Species Group (including MSE) 
d) Meeting of the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch 
e) Meeting of the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM)
f) Albacore Stock Assessment Meeting
g) Second Intersessional Meeting of the Bluefin Tuna Species Group 
h) Swordfish Stock Assessment Meeting 
i) Species Groups and Subcommittee on Statistics (SC-STATS) and/or Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) Plenary Meeting 

C: Cancelled trip
Estimated pending costs at 19 October 2026.
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