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(submitted by the European Union)


Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets for the capture of certain ICCAT species

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: None 

1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ☐		No ☒

2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ☒		No ☐

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes ☐	No ☒

The Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS), in consultation as appropriate with the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG), shall provide advice on the technical characteristics of driftnet as such, gear design, mesh size and net length for fisheries targeting pelagic species other than large pelagic species to prevent the incidental catch of large pelagic species. The SCRS should also advise on potential mitigation management measures including restrictions on fishing areas, seasons and reporting obligations to prevent the incidental catch of large pelagic species. 


3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ☐       No ☒

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes ☐      No ☒

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

No particular timeframe for implementation, the new obligations will be effective as of the entry into force of the CMM. 

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

None.



Original: English

Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishingExplanatory memorandum on the proposal to establish a ban on driftnets for the capture of certain ICCAT species by the European Union

(submitted by the European Union)
(changes marked compared to IMM_09/i2026)

The Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean swordfish (Rec. 03-04) has established the prohibition on the use of driftnet for fisheries of large pelagics in the Mediterranean.

This  proposed Recommendation proposal by the EU introduces elements of improvement to the current provision for to implement fully the prohibition of the use of driftnets for the capture of large pelagic species in the Mediterranean, to make it enforceable and effective.

It also extends the scope of the ban from the Mediterranean to the entire Atlantic high seas ICCAT Convention area.

This version is the same as document proposal built on the “Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets for the capture of certain ICCAT species” [PWG_421_REV_1/2025IMM_09/i2026] as submitted by the European Union , Morocco, and Korea (Rep.) at the 29th Regular 19th Meeting of the Commission Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) in 20252026, and incorporate comments made by CPCs during and after the meeting.  

Compared to the version submitted in IMM, the following changes were introduced: 

· Removal of any reference and definition of small tuna species
· Removal of reference to mesh size
· Introduction of technical measures to enforce the prohibition of driftnet for large pelagic species
· Introduction of a scientific task to advise on mitigation measure for driftnet to prevent the incidental catch of large pelagic species
· Repeals of Resolution by ICCAT on large-scale pelagic driftnets (Res. 96-15) and Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean swordfish (Rec. 03-04).







Original: English

Draft Recommendation by ICCAT establishing a ban on driftnets
for the capture of certain ICCAT species
(submitted by the European Union)


CONSIDERING that in November 1993, and November 1994, ICCAT adopted Resolutions in support of the Resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly, 44/225, 45/197 and 46/215, concerning large-scale, high seas, pelagic driftnets and their impact on the living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, requesting its Contracting Parties to support these Resolutions;

CONSIDERING that following those Resolution, in November 1996, ICCAT adopted Resolution 96-15 on large-scale pelagic driftnets, to further reinforce ICCAT concerns about the possibility that certain stocks under ICCAT mandate, as well as other marine resources, are being adversely affected by such fishing;

FURTHER CONSIDERING that in its Resolution 96-15 ICCAT charged the Compliance Committee and the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) to monitor compliance with the U.N. Resolutions within the ICCAT Convention area with a view to adopting adequate measures;

NOTING that in 2003 ICCAT adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean swordfish (Rec. 03-04), to protect small swordfish in the Mediterranean and requesting that Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities prohibit the use of driftnets for fisheries of large pelagic in the Mediterranean;

CONSIDERING that in UN Resolution 76/71 of 9 December 2021, the General Assembly, while recognizing efforts to implement the moratorium, expresses its concern for the persistent practice of large-scale pelagic driftnet fishing, and thereby urged member States through regional fisheries management organizations and arrangements, to adopt effective measures, or strengthen existing measures, to implement and enforce the present global moratorium on the use of large scale pelagic drift nets on the high seas, and calls upon States to ensure that vessels flying their flag that are duly authorized to use large-scale drift nets in waters under  their national jurisdiction do not use such gear for fishing while on the high seas;

RECOGNISING the demonstrated negative impact that driftnets have on incidental catches of sensitive marine species that are a result of fishing, which shall be minimized and where possible eliminated so that they do not represent a threat to the conservation status of these species;

RECALLING that the Commission has reaffirmed its commitment as regards the concept of responsible fishing, such as established within the framework of the United National Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Code of Conduct;

[bookmark: _Hlk193805956]CONSIDERING that weaknesses have been identified in the enforceability of the current ban on the use of driftnets for large pelagic in the Mediterranean through the Recommendation 03-04, and whereas it is necessary to strengthen the legislation, including establishing a definition of driftnet to improve the enforceability of the prohibition, even when the driftnet is not in use;

ACKNOWLEDGING the high risk for incidental catches of large pelagic species and that pelagic species other than large pelagic species may be caught by driftnets, it is imperative that such fishing activities should be subject to technical and management conditions;

CONSIDERING the need for harmonized and effective provisions in ICCAT and General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) for the use of driftnets in the Mediterranean Sea;

RECOGNISING the ICCAT mandate for the conservation of tuna and tuna-like fishes species in the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent Seas;
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

Definitions

1. For purposes of this Recommendation:

“driftnets” for large pelagic species means a string net or combination of gillnets kept more or less vertical by floats nets held on the upper line (headrope) and that may have small weights on the lower line (groundrope), with a mesh size in any part of the net of 90 mm or more, to be used near the water surface or in mid-waterat a certain distance below it-midwater-by floating devices and drifting with the current, either independently or with the boat to which it may be attached. 
“driftnets for small tuna species” means a passive fishing gear consisting of one or more panels of gillnets set to drift with the current and maintained in a near-vertical position by means of floats on the upper line (headrope), and small weights on the lower line (groundrope). The mesh size of such nets shall be less than 90 mm in any part of It may be equipped with devices aiming to stabilise the net.
a) “mesh size” of a driftnet means the inside maximum distance between the opposite joints or knots in the same mesh when fully extended along or to limit its longest possible axis, not including meshes that, are at the top, bottom or side of a net selvedge; meshes within three meshes of lacings and ropes, and meshes that have been broken or have been repaireddrift.
b) “small tuna species” means the species listed in Annex 1.
c) “Large pelagic species” means the species listed in Annex 21.

General provisions

2. Contracting Parties, Cooperating Non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing Entities (CPCs) shall prohibit the possession on board vessels, as well as use of driftnets for large pelagics species as defined in paragraph 1a), for large pelagic species, as defined in Annex 1(a) for the fishing of ICCAT species within, in the ICCAT Convention area. ICCAT coastal Contracting Parties, Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing Entities shall also prohibit the possession, transport or storage of such fishing gear within

3. CPCs shall ensure that fishing vessels flying their respective territories flag and operating in the ICCAT Convention area do not have driftnets on board for the catching of large pelagic species. The presence on board of driftnets together with catches of large pelagic in the ICCAT Convention area shall constitute a contravention of this Recommendation. 

3. The use of driftnets for fishing small tuna species, as specified in paragraph 1.b, is permitted only within coastal areas extending up to a maximum distance of 3 nautical miles from the shore and using one or more driftnets with a combined total length which shall not exceed 2500 meters. The possession of driftnet(s) whose aggregate length exceeds 2500 meters is prohibited.

Such driftnets must remain attached to the fishing vessel throughout the entire duration of the fishing operation, and the soak time shall not exceed 24 hours.

The authorization to use driftnets for the capture of small tuna species is limited exclusively to artisanal vessels less than 10 meters in total length.

Where the use of driftnets is authorized, as provided in paragraph 3 above, any bycatch of ICCAT Fisheries for pelagic species other than large pelagic species

4.	Notwithstanding paragraphs 2 and 3, CPCs may authorise the use of driftnets for the catching of pelagic species other than large pelagic species, provided that such fisheries are conducted in accordance with the provisional measures detailed in paragraph 5 and are subject to effective control and monitoring requirements.

5.	Pending the adoption by the Commission of specific management and technical measures applicable to driftnet fisheries targeting pelagic species other than small tuna large pelagic species, CPCs shall ensure that any such activity, where permitted under their national law, is conducted in a manner that:  

a) Subject to a specific authorisation issued by CPC authorities expressly stating the prohibition of targeting and having on board large pelagic species in the high seas;

b) is subject to full recording and reporting of fishing effort, catch, bycatch, discards, gear characteristics, fishing areas, and periods of operation;

c) includes the immediate release, where possible alive, of large pelagic species authorized shall and other species required to be promptly released or discarded under ICCAT conservation and management measures. All such discards, when applicable, shall be counted against the CPC quota and reported to the ICCAT Secretariat through the regular submission of Task 1 and Task 2 catch statistics reports; and

d) is subject to such additional restrictions as may be necessary to ensure consistency with ICCAT objectives.

Scientific advice and development of management measures for species other than large pelagic

6.	The Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS), in consultation as appropriate with the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG), shall provide advice on the technical characteristics of driftnet as such, gear design, mesh size and net length for fisheries targeting pelagic species other than large pelagic species to prevent the incidental catch of large pelagic species. 

7. The SCRS should also advise on potential mitigation management measures including restrictions on fishing areas, seasons and reporting obligations to prevent the incidental catch of large pelagic species. 

8. Based on the advice referred to in paragraphs 6 and 7, the Commission shall consider the adoption of additional conservation and management measures to regulate the use of driftnets for the catching of pelagic species other than large pelagic.

9. To evaluate the impact of the use of driftnets in the Mediterranean, the ICCAT Secretariat shall cooperate and coordinate with the GFCM, pursuant to the provisions of Resolution GFCM/46/2023/10 concerning the restriction and prohibition of driftnets in the Mediterranean Sea.

Enforcement

10. To ensure the enforceability and verifiability of the prohibition on the use of driftnets for large pelagic species in ICCAT fisheries, CPCs shall not issue any driftnet license to vessels holding licenses targeting ICCAT species other than the small tuna species authorized under paragraph 1d). large pelagic species as defined in Annex 1.

11. Control authorities shall monitor compliance with these provisions by vessels flying their flag or using their ports at any time at sea or in port. To this end, the inspections shall carry out the pertinent data crosschecks, including VMS position when applicable.

12. CPCs shall take the necessary measures to ensure effective implementation of this Recommendation, including through inspections, surveillance, and sanctions of sufficient severity to secure compliance.

13. The provisions of this Recommendation shall be reviewed and, if necessary, amended following any scientific advice from the SCRS or any outcomes arising from the ICCAT-GFCM joint activities referenced in paragraph 59.

Final provision

14. The Resolution by ICCAT on large-scale pelagic driftnets [Res. 96-15] and Recommendation by ICCAT relating to Mediterranean Swordfish [Rec. 03-04] are repealed and replaced by this Recommendation.







Annex 1

List of ICCAT small tuna species

· BLF Blackfin tuna (Thunnus atlanticus)
· BLT Bullet tuna (Auxis rochei)
· BON Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarda)
· BOP Plain bonito (Orcynopsis unicolor) 
· BRS Serra Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus brasiliensis)
· CER Cero (Scomberomorus regalis)
· COM Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus commerson)
· FRI Frigate tuna (Auxis thazard)
· KGM King mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla)
· LTA Little tunny (Euthynnus alletteratus)
· MAW West African Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus tritor)
· SSM Atlantic Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus maculatus)
· WAH Wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri)


Annex 21
List of ICCAT large pelagic species


	BFT
	Atlantic bluefin tuna
	Thunnus thynnus

	YFT
	Yellowfin tuna
	Thunnus albacares

	ALB
	Albacore
	Thunnus alalunga

	BET
	Bigeye tuna
	Thunnus obesus

	SKJ
	Skipjack tuna
	Katsuwonus pelamis

	SFA
	Atlantic sailfish
	Istiophorus albicans/ Istiophorus platypterus

	BUM
	Blue marlin
	Makaira nigricans

	WHM
	White marlin
	Tetrapterus albidus/Kajikia albida

	SWO
	Swordfish
	Xiphias gladius

	SPF
	Longbill spearfish
	Tetrapturus pfluegeri

	SBF
	Southern bluefin tuna
	Thunnus maccoyii

	BLM
	Black marlin
	Makaira indica

	SLT
	Slender tuna
	Allothunnus fallai

	GES
	Snake mackerel
	Gempylus serpens

	OIL
	Oilfish
	Ruvettus pretiosus

	NPH
	Japanese Spanish mackerel
	Scomberomorus niphonius

	LEC
	Escolar
	Lepidocybium flavobrunneum

	BUK
	Butterfly kingfish
	Gasterochisma melampus

	KAW
	Kawakawa
	Euthynnus affinis

	MSP
	Mediterranean spearfish
	Tetrapturus belone

	MLS
	Striped marlin
	Tetrapturus audax

	SSP
	Shortbill spearfish
	Tetrapturus angustirostris

	RSP
	Roundscale spearfish
	Tetrapturus georgii

	SMA
	Shortfin mako
	Isurus oxyrinchus

	POR
	Porbeagle
	Lamna nasus

	BSH
	Blue shark
	Prionace glauca

	ALV
	Thresher
	Alopias vulpinus

	BSK
	Basking shark
	Cetorhinus maximus

	BTH
	Bigeye thresher
	Alopias superciliosus

	CCG
	Galapagos shark
	Carcharhinus galapagensis

	CYW
	Roughskin dogfish
	Centroscymnus owstonii 

	ETU
	Lined lanternshark
	Etmopterus bullisi 

	EUP
	Pygmy shark 
	Euprotomicrus bispinatus 

	EUZ
	Taillight shark 
	Euprotomicroides zantedeschia 

	FAL
	Silky shark
	Carcharhinus falciformis

	HXN
	Bigeye sixgill shark 
	Hexanchus nakamurai 

	ISB
	Cookie cutter shark
	Isistius brasiliensis

	ISP
	Largetooth cookiecutter shark 
	Isistius plutodus 

	LMA
	Longfin mako
	Isurus paucus

	LMO
	Goblin shark 
	Mitsukurina owstoni 

	LMP
	Megamouth shark
	Megachasma pelagios

	OCS
	Oceanic whitetip shark
	Carcharhinus longimanus

	PLS
	Pelagic stingray
	Pteroplatytrygon violacea

	PSK
	Crocodile shark
	Pseudocarcharias kamoharai

	QUL
	Spined pygmy shark
	Squaliolus laticaudus

	RHN
	Whale shark
	Rhincodon typus

	SPK
	Great hammerhead
	Sphyrna mokarran

	SPL
	Scalloped hammerhead
	Sphyrna lewini

	SPZ
	Smooth hammerhead
	Sphyrna zygaena

	WSH
	Great white shark
	Carcharodon carcharias
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