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(submitted by the European Union)

Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 13-14 on vessel chartering

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT on vessel chartering (Rec. 13-14)

1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?		Yes ☒		No ☐

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s):

The flag CPC shall share VMS data, send daily fishing information and relevant declarations/reports, and notify ICCAT’s Executive Secretary of the charter’s start, changes, suspension, resumption or end. As is already the case under Rec. 13-14, the flag CPC shall give written consent to the charter.

As is already the case under Rec. 13-14, the chartering CPC shall notify the ICCAT Secretariat of the charter arrangement and any operational changes. It shall ensure catches are reported under ICCAT requirements as charter catches.

2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?	Yes ☐	No ☒

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan	Yes ☐	No ☐

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):

3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process? Yes ☐ No ☒

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  
Yes ☒      No ☐

Brief description of new Secretariat work required: The ICCAT Secretariat verifies and administers chartering notifications. Within 10 days of receiving a notification, it cross-checks the vessel against ICCAT and other RFMO IUU lists, confirms the vessel is on the ICCAT Record of Authorised Fishing Vessels, verifies the chartering CPC has fishing opportunities for the relevant species and area, and updates the record. It ensures the record contains the required notification details, updates it within 7 days after amendment notifications from both CPCs, confirms completion of these checks before fishing may begin, and prepares annual reporting for the Compliance Committee.

As it was already the case under Recommendation 13-14, the Secretariat shall circulate confirmed charter information to all CPCs and prepare annual reporting for the Commission.

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.: As soon as the measure enters into force.

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal: -



Explanatory note on Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending 
Recommendation 13-14 on vessel chartering

(submitted by the European Union)


Following the useful discussion at the 19th Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM), the European Union (EU) wishes to submit a proposal on chartering.

The first part of this paper sets out the issues that the EU considers important for inclusion in a measure on chartering. The second part contains a concrete proposal for a recommendation to replace Recommendation 13-14. The third part consists of a table showing the changes proposed in comparison with Recommendation 13-14.

1. Key issues

I. Definitions
· Chartering; chartering CPC; flag CPC 

II. Eligibility
· Both CPCs engaged in the chartering agreement must be ICCAT CPCs
· Link chartered vessels to authorized vessel lists maintained by the ICCAT Secretariat
· Exclude vessels included in IUU lists

III. Notification
· CPCs to notify ICCAT and provide detailed information in advance of chartering any vessels
· Secretariat shall circulate information

IV. Authorisation and register
· Chartering CPC to issue fishing authorisation containing details of the chartering. Carry authorization onboard
· List/record of chartered vessels to be maintained by the ICCAT Secretariat
· Authorization shall specify duration, quota, and area
· Details of the charter in the record of fishing vessels 

V. Quotas and catch reporting
· Catches by chartered vessels count against the chartering CPC’s quota and subject to ICCAT reporting rules. Flag CPC quota should not be used (unless explicitly specified)
· Vessels should not engage in “flag hopping” to gain access to more than one CPC’s quota

VI. Responsibilities of the chartering and flag CPCs
· Flag CPC should have primary responsibility for control and monitoring of the chartered vessel. Chartering CPC responsible for reporting catches and the compliance of the authorization 
· When a HSBI is established in ICCAT, clarify under which jurisdiction the vessel operates in international waters

VII. Duties of the ICCAT Secretariat
· Assessment 
· Maintenance of the chartered vessel lists




Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 13-14 on vessel chartering
(submitted by the European Union)

RECALLING the objective of the ICCAT Convention (‘the Convention’) to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of fisheries resources covered by the Convention;

RECOGNIZING that, under the ICCAT Convention, Contracting Parties shall cooperate in maintaining the populations of tuna and tuna-like fishspecies at levels that will permit the maximum sustainable catch with a view to ensuring the conservation and promoting their optimum utilization;

RECALLING that, according to Article 92 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, of 10 December 1982, ships shall sail under the flag of one State only and shall be subject to its exclusive jurisdiction on the high seas except as otherwise provided in relevant international instruments;

ACKNOWLEDGING the needs and interests of all States to develop their fishing fleets so as to enable them to fully utilize the fishing opportunities available to them under relevant ICCAT recommendationsconservation and management measures;

MINDFUL that unless properly regulated, the practicepractices of charterchartering arrangements, whereby fishing vessels do not change their flag, might seriously undermine the effectiveness of conservation and management measures established by ICCAT unless properly regulated;

CONCERNED with ensuring that charter agreements do not promote illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities or undermine ICCAT conservation and management measures;

MINDFUL of the need to ensure transparency among CPCs in respect of conditions for accessing the waters of coastal States, in particular to facilitate joint efforts to fight IUU fishing;

REALIZING that there is a need for ICCAT to regulate charter arrangementsagreements with due regard to all relevant factors;.


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:
Definitions

1. 	For the purposes of this Recommendation:

a) “chartering of a fishing vessel” means an agreement or a contractual arrangement whereby a fishing vessel flying the flag of a Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity (hereinafter referred to as CPC) is contracted, for the purpose of conducting fishing or fishing-related activities and for a defined period of time, by an operator in another CPC without the change of flag or transfer of ownership;

b)	“chartering CPC” means the CPC under whose jurisdiction the natural or legal person that has chartered a fishing vessel operates or is established; 
The chartering of fishing vessels, other than bareboat chartering, shall observe the following provisions:

	1.	Charter arrangements may be allowed, predominantly as an initial step in the fishery development of the chartering nation. The period of CPC holds the quota allocation or fishing possibilities to be used under the chartering arrangement; 

c)	“flag CPC” means the CPC whose flag a fishing vessel flies and under whose authority the vessel is registered;

d)	“charter operator” means the natural or legal person established in or under the jurisdiction of the chartering CPC who has entered into the chartering agreement and is responsible for the vessel's fishing operations under the charter arrangement;

e)	“sub-chartering” means any arrangement whereby the charter operator transfers operational control of the chartered vessel, or any part of its fishing capacity or fishing opportunities, to a third party.

Eligibility

2. 	Chartering arrangements shall only be consistent with the development schedule of the chartering nation.permitted where:

2.	Chartering nations shall be Contracting Parties to the ICCAT Convention.

3.	a)	Both the chartering CPC and the flag CPC are ICCAT CPCs; 

b)	The vessel is included in the Record of Authorized Fishing Vessels;

c)	The vessel is not included in the IUU Vessel List of ICCAT or that of any other regional fisheries management organization (RFMOs) [for the last 5 years];

d)	The chartering CPC holds fishing opportunities for the species and area covered by the chartering agreement;

e)	The flag CPC has consented in writing to the chartering arrangement and has confirmed in writing that the flag CPC is fulfilling its flag State obligations under applicable ICCAT conservation and management measures.

Authorisation

3.	The vessel is authorised to fish by the flag CPC.

4.	The chartering CPC shall issue a fishing authorization to each chartered vessel.

5.	The fishing authorization shall specify:

a) The name and identification of the vessel and its IMO number;
b) The duration of the charter, including start and end dates;
c) The authorized fishing area; 
d) The authorized gear type;
e) The species and fishing opportunities allocated;
f) Applicable reporting requirements.

6.	The chartered vessel shall carry on board at all times a copy of the fishing authorization issued by the chartering CPC and a copy of the chartering agreement.

7.	A vessel shall not operate under more than one chartering arrangement at the same time.

8.	Sub-chartering is prohibited. The charter operator shall not re-let or otherwise transfer operational control of the chartered vessel, or any part of its fishing capacity or fishing opportunities, to any third party. 

Notification and register

Fishing vessels to be chartered shall be registered to responsible Contracting Parties, Cooperating non- Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities or by other responsible non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities, which explicitly agree to apply ICCAT conservation and management measures and enforce them on their vessels. All flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities concerned shall effectively exercise their duty to control their fishing vessels to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures.

4.	9. Both the chartering Contracting Party and the flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing EntitiesThe chartering CPC shall notify the ICCAT Secretariat of any chartering arrangement. Such notification shall include:

a) Vessel name, registration number, and IMO number, where available;
b) Name and address of the vessel owner [and beneficial owner(s)];
c) Name and address of the chartering operator;
d) Chartering CPC and Flag CPC;
e) Vessel characteristics, including overall length, tonnage, engine power and gear type;
f) Dates of commencement and end of the chartering agreement as well as the area of application; 
g) Species and fishing opportunities allocated;
h) The fishing authorisation issued by the chartering CPC;
i) Copy of the chartering agreement;
j) Confirmation of the consent of the flag CPC.

10.	Both the chartering CPC and the flag CPC shall notify the Executive Secretary, without delay, of: (a) the start of fishing operations under the chartering agreement; (b) any suspension, resumption, or termination of such operations; and (c) any proposed amendment to the chartering agreement.

11. 	Upon receipt of a notification under paragraph 9, the ICCAT Secretariat shall, within 10 calendar days:

a) Cross-check the notified vessel against the ICCAT IUU Vessel List and the IUU vessel lists of other RFMOs;
b) Verify that the vessel is included in the ICCAT Record of Authorized Fishing Vessels (RAV);
c) Verify that the chartering CPC holds fishing opportunities for the species and area indicated in the notification;
d) Update the RAV as provided in paragraph 12.

12. 	The ICCAT Secretariat shall ensure that the RAV include, at least, the information provided under paragraph 9 a) to j).

13. 	An amendment to the chartering agreement shall take effect only once both CPCs have submitted notifications of the amendment to the Executive Secretary. The ICCAT Secretariat shall update the RAV accordingly within seven calendar days of receiving the last notification. 

14. 	After confirmation of the chartering arrangement, the ICCAT Secretariat shall circulate promptly to all CPCs the information under paragraph 9 a) to j) and under paragraph 14.

15.	No chartering arrangement shall be considered operative, and no fishing activities under the arrangement shall commence, until the ICCAT Secretariat has confirmed that actions under paragraph 11 have been carried out.

Quotas and catch reporting

16.compliance by chartered vessels with  	All catches taken by chartered vessels shall be counted against the fishing opportunities of the chartering CPC. During the period that the charter agreement is active, the flag CPC fishing quotas shall not be used.

17. 	The chartering CPC shall report such catches in accordance with the relevant ICCAT reporting requirements, clearly identifying such catches as taken under a chartering arrangement.

18.	For catches taken by chartered vessels that are subject to RFMO catch documentation schemes or statistical document programmes the responsibility for issuing and where appropriate validating the catch or statistical document shall lie with the flag CPC.


CPCs responsibilities

19.	The flag CPC shall:

a) Maintain primary responsibility for exercising jurisdiction and effective control over the vessel;

b) Monitor the activities of the vessel and ensure that the chartered vessel complies with ICCAT conservation and management measures established by ICCAT, in accordance with their rights, obligations and jurisdiction under international law., its own flag CPC regulations, relevant regulations of the chartering CPC and the relevant regulations of the coastal State in whose waters the vessel operates;

c) 5.	Catches Ensure that the VMS data of the chartered vessel is transmitted simultaneously to both the chartering CPC's fisheries monitoring centre and the flag CPC's fisheries monitoring centre during the entire charter period;

d) Provide at least once a day the chartering CPC with information on the vessel’s fishing activities, in particular fishing logbook data; 

e) Provide immediately landing declarations, transhipment declarations and observer reports where available;

f) Investigate any alleged violations involving the vessel, irrespective of where the alleged violation occurred, and cooperate fully with any investigation conducted by the chartering CPC; 

g) Take appropriate enforcement action, including the imposition of sanctions, where violations are confirmed, and report promptly the outcome to the chartering CPC and the Executive Secretary.

20. 	The chartering CPC shall:

a) Ensure that the chartered vessel operates in accordance with the fishing authorization issued under paragraph 4, including all applicable limitations on area, species, gear, period of validity, and reporting obligations;

b) Ensure that it receives the information referred to in paragraph 19d) from the flag CPC in a timely manner;

c) In fulfilment of its obligations as a coastal CPC, where a chartered vessel operates in waters under its jurisdiction, ensure that such vessel complies with all applicable monitoring, control and surveillance requirements, as well as relevant national laws and regulations;

d) Ensure that all catches taken pursuant tounder the charteringcharter arrangement of vessels that operate under these provisions shall be are accurately recorded, fully and timely reported, and counted exclusively against the quotaits fishing opportunities.

e) Ensure that the chartered vessel calls at a port under the jurisdiction of the chartering CPC, or fishing possibilities of the chartering Contracting Partyanother port agreed by both CPCs, at the conclusion or suspension of the charter period and before the vessel resumes fishing under the flag CPC's authorization.

6.	
21. 	The flag CPC and chartering Contracting PartyCPC shall reportcooperate to ICCAT catches and other ensure compliance and enforcement of the Convention measures, including:

a) Exchanging all relevant information required by SCRS.concerning chartered vessel activities;

7.	Vessel 
b) Promptly notifying each other and the ICCAT Secretariat of any suspected violations;

c) Cooperating in investigations;

d) Taking complementary enforcement actions where appropriate.

Monitoring Systems (VMS) and, as appropriate, tools for differentiation of fishing areas, such as fish tags or marks, , control and enforcement

22. 	Chartered vessels shall be used, according to thecomply with all relevant ICCAT monitoring, control, and surveillance measures, for effective fishery management.

8.	There shall be 
23. 	The minimum observer coverage of at least 10% of fishing effort, as measured in the manner chartered vessels shall be in line with the requirements of the relevant ICCAT recommendations. The observer coverage rate during the chartering arrangement on board such vessels shall be counted against the observer coverage rate of the chartering CPC.

24. 	Prior to the activation of the charter agreement, the flag CPC shall ensure that the vessel has landed all catches taken under its fishing authorization. Where landing prior to the activation of the charter agreement is not feasible, the flag CPC and the chartering CPC shall ensure that all catches taken before and after the activation of the charter agreement are clearly identified, physically separated on board, and duly recorded in the vessel’s logbooks. 

25. 	The procedures adopted to ensure proper separation, identification, recording, and attribution of catches shall be specified in paragraph 1 of the notification of the chartering arrangement submitted to the Executive Secretary.

Duties of the Executive Secretary

26.	Further to the obligations provided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15, the ICCAT Secretariat shall:

a) Prepare an annual report on chartering arrangements to be submitted to the Commission, including data on: vessels chartered, duration and geographic scope of charters, including where amended under paragraph 13, catches reported, observer coverage rates, and compliance and enforcement actions notified;

b) Provide relevant information to the Compliance Committee.

Compliance review

27.	The Compliance Committee shall review the implementation of this measure.

28.	The Commission may take appropriate action in cases of failure by the chartering CPC or the flag CPC to ensure compliance with this measure.

Final provisions

29. 	This Recommendation 10-10[footnoteRef:1], for chartered vessels. All other provisions of recommendation 10-10 apply mutatis mutandis in the case of chartered vessels.supersedes and replaces the Recommendation by ICCAT on vessel chartering (Rec. 13-14).  [1: ] 


9.	The chartered vessels shall have a fishing license issued by the chartering nation, and shall not be on the ICCAT IUU list as established by the Recommendation by ICCAT Further Amending Recommendation 09-10 Establishing a List of Vessels Presumed to Have Carried out Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing Activities in the ICCAT Convention Area [Rec.11-18].

10.	When operating under charter arrangements, the chartered vessels shall not, to the extent possible, be authorized to use the quota or entitlement of the flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non- Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities. In no case, shall the vessel be authorized to fish under more than one chartering arrangement at the same time.

11.	Unless specifically provided in the chartering arrangement, and consistent with relevant domestic law and regulation, the catches of the chartered vessels shall be unloaded exclusively in the Ports of the chartering Contracting Party or under its direct supervision in order to assure that the activities of the chartered vessels do not undermine ICCAT conservation and management measures. The chartering company must be legally established in the chartering Contracting Party.

12.	Any transshipment at sea shall be consistent with the 2012 Recommendation by ICCAT on a Programme for Transshipment [Rec. 12-06[footnoteRef:2]]. Any transshipment at sea shall also be previously and duly authorized by the chartering nation and shall occur only under the supervision of an observer on board. [2: ] 




13.	a)	At the time the chartering arrangement is made, the chartering Contracting Party shall provide the following information to the Executive Secretary:

		i.	the name (in both native and Latin alphabets) and registration of the chartered vessel;
		ii.	the name and address of the owner(s) of the vessel;
		iii.	the description of the vessel, including the length, type of vessel and the type of fishing method(s);
		iv.	species of fish covered by the charter and quota allocated to the chartering Party;
		v.	the duration of the chartering arrangement;
		vi.	the consent of the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity; and
		vii.	the measures adopted to implement these provisions.

	b)	At the time the chartering arrangement is made, the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non- Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall provide the following information to the Executive Secretary:

		i.	its consent to the chartering arrangement; and
		ii.	the measures adopted to implement these provisions.
		iii.	its agreement to comply with ICCAT conservation and management measures.

	c)	Both the chartering Contracting Party and the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall inform the Executive Secretary of the termination of the charter;

	d)	The Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall circulate all the information without delay to all Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities.

14.	The chartering Contracting Party shall report to the Executive Secretary of ICCAT by July 31 each year, and for the previous calendar year, the particulars of charter arrangements made and carried out under this recommendation, including information of catches taken and fishing effort deployed by the chartered vessels as well as the level of observer coverage achieved on the chartered vessels, in a manner consistent with confidentiality requirements.

15.	Each year the Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall present a summary of all the chartering arrangements to the Commission which, at its annual meeting, shall review compliance with this recommendation.

16.	Recommendation [02-21] is repealed and replaced by the present Recommendation.




The comparison table is provided for information purposes only. In the event of any discrepancy between the text above and the table below, the text above shall prevail.

	Recommendation 13-14 (current)
	Proposed new recommendation

	RECOGNIZING that, under the ICCAT Convention, Contracting Parties shall cooperate in maintaining the populations of tuna and tuna-like fish at levels that will permit the maximum sustainable catch;
	RECALLING the objective of the ICCAT Convention (‘the Convention’) to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable use of fisheries resources covered by the Convention;

RECOGNIZING that, under the Convention, Contracting Parties shall cooperate in maintaining the populations of tuna and tuna-like species at levels that will permit the maximum sustainable catch with a view to ensuring the conservation and promoting their optimum utilization;

	RECALLING that, according to Article 92 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, of 10 December 1982, ships shall sail under the flag of one State only and shall be subject to its exclusive jurisdiction on the high seas except as otherwise provided in relevant international instruments,
	RECALLING that, according to Article 92 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, of 10 December 1982, ships shall sail under the flag of one State only and shall be subject to its exclusive jurisdiction on the high seas except as otherwise provided in relevant international instruments;

	ACKNOWLEDGING the needs and interests of all States to develop their fishing fleets so as to enable them to fully utilize the fishing opportunities available to them under relevant ICCAT recommendations;
	ACKNOWLEDGING the needs and interests of all States to develop their fishing fleets to enable them to fully utilize the fishing opportunities available to them under relevant ICCAT conservation and management measures;

	MINDFUL that the practice of charter arrangements, whereby fishing vessels do not change their flag, might seriously undermine the effectiveness of conservation and management measures established by ICCAT unless properly regulated;
	MINDFUL that unless properly regulated, the practices of chartering arrangements might seriously undermine the effectiveness of conservation and management measures established by ICCAT;

	
	[NEW: fight against IUU fishing]
CONCERNED with ensuring that charter agreements do not promote illegal, unreported, and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities or undermine ICCAT conservation and management measures;

MINDFUL of the need to ensure transparency among CPCs in respect of conditions for accessing the waters of coastal States, in particular to facilitate joint efforts to fight IUU fishing;

	REALIZING that there is a need for ICCAT to regulate charter arrangements with due regard to all relevant factors;
	REALIZING that there is a need for ICCAT to regulate charter agreements with due regard to all relevant factors.

	THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: The chartering of fishing vessels, other than bareboat chartering, shall observe the following provisions:
	-

	1. Charter arrangements may be allowed, predominantly as an initial step in the fishery development of the chartering nation. The period of the chartering arrangement shall be consistent with the development schedule of the chartering nation.
	-

	
	[NEW: definitions]
Definitions
1. For the purposes of this Recommendation:
a)	“chartering of a fishing vessel” means an agreement or a contractual arrangement whereby a fishing vessel flying the flag of a Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity (hereinafter referred to as CPCs) is contracted, for the purpose of conducting fishing or fishing-related activities and for a defined period of time, by an operator in another CPC without the change of flag or transfer of ownership;
b)	“chartering CPC” means the CPC under whose jurisdiction the natural or legal person that has chartered a fishing vessel operates or is established; the chartering CPC holds the quota allocation or fishing possibilities to be used under the chartering arrangement; 
c)	“flag CPC” means the CPC whose flag a fishing vessel flies and under whose authority the vessel is registered;
d)	“charter operator” means the natural or legal person established in or under the jurisdiction of the chartering CPC who has entered into the chartering agreement and is responsible for the vessel's fishing operations under the charter arrangement;
e)	“sub-chartering” means any arrangement whereby the charter operator transfers operational control of the chartered vessel, or any part of its fishing capacity or fishing opportunities, to a third party.

	2. Chartering nations shall be Contracting Parties to the ICCAT Convention.
	Eligibility
2. a) Both the chartering CPC and the flag CPC are ICCAT CPCs;


	3. Fishing vessels to be chartered shall be registered to responsible Contracting Parties, Cooperating non- Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities or by other responsible non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities, which explicitly agree to apply ICCAT conservation and management measures and enforce them on their vessels. All flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities concerned shall effectively exercise their duty to control their fishing vessels to ensure compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures.
	

	
	[NEW]
2.b) The vessel is included in the Record of Authorized Fishing Vessels;
c) The vessel is not included in the IUU Vessel List of ICCAT or that of any other regional fisheries management organization (RFMOs) [for the last 5 years];
d) The chartering CPC holds fishing opportunities for the species and area covered by the chartering agreement;
e) The flag CPC has consented in writing to the chartering arrangement and has confirmed in writing that the flag CPC is fulfilling its flag State obligations under applicable ICCAT conservation and management measures.

	4. Both the chartering Contracting Party and the flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities shall ensure compliance by chartered vessels with relevant conservation and management measures established by ICCAT, in accordance with their rights, obligations and jurisdiction under international law.
	[Strengthened - Para 19 to 21]
19. The flag CPC shall:
a) Maintain primary responsibility for exercising jurisdiction and effective control over the vessel;
b) Monitor the activities of the vessel and ensure that the chartered vessel complies with ICCAT conservation and management measures, its own flag CPC regulations, relevant regulations of the chartering CPC and the relevant regulations of the coastal State in whose waters the vessel operates;
c) Ensure that the VMS data of the chartered vessel is transmitted simultaneously to both the chartering CPC's fisheries monitoring centre and the flag CPC's fisheries monitoring centre during the entire charter period;
d) Provide at least once a day the chartering CPC with information on the vessel’s fishing activities, in particular fishing logbook data;
e) Provide immediately landing declarations, transhipment declarations and observer reports where available;
f) Investigate any alleged violations involving the vessel, irrespective of where the alleged violation occurred, and cooperate fully with any investigation conducted by the chartering CPC; 
g) Take appropriate enforcement action, including the imposition of sanctions, where violations are confirmed, and report promptly the outcome to the chartering CPC and the Executive Secretary.
20. The chartering CPC shall:
a) Ensure that the chartered vessel operates in accordance with the fishing authorization issued under paragraph 4, including all applicable limitations on area, species, gear, period of validity, and reporting obligations;
b) Ensure that it receives the information referred to in paragraph 19d) from the flag CPC in a timely manner;
c) In fulfilment of its obligations as a coastal CPC, where a chartered vessel operates in waters under its jurisdiction, ensure that such vessel complies with all applicable monitoring, control and surveillance requirements, as well as relevant national laws and regulations;
d) Ensure that all catches taken under the charter arrangement are accurately recorded, fully and timely reported, and counted exclusively against its fishing opportunities.
e) Ensure that the chartered vessel calls at a port under the jurisdiction of the chartering CPC, or another port agreed by both CPCs, at the conclusion or suspension of the charter period and before the vessel resumes fishing under the flag CPC's authorization.
21. The flag CPC and chartering CPC shall cooperate to ensure compliance and enforcement of the Convention measures, including:
a) Exchanging all relevant information concerning chartered vessel activities;
b) Promptly notifying each other and the ICCAT Secretariat of any suspected violations;
c) Cooperating in investigations;
d) Taking complementary enforcement actions where appropriate.

	5. Catches taken pursuant to the chartering arrangement of vessels that operate under these provisions shall be counted against the quota or fishing possibilities of the chartering Contracting Party.
	[Para 16]
16. All catches taken by chartered vessels shall be counted against the fishing opportunities of the chartering CPC. During the period that the charter agreement is active, the flag CPC fishing quotas shall not be used.

	6. The chartering Contracting Party shall report to ICCAT catches and other information required by SCRS.
	[Strengthened - Para 17 and 18]
17. The chartering CPC shall report such catches in accordance with the relevant ICCAT reporting requirements, clearly identifying such catches as taken under a chartering arrangement.

	
	[NEW – catch certificate]
18. For catches taken by chartered vessels that are subject to RFMO catch documentation schemes or statistical document programmes the responsibility for issuing and where appropriate validating the catch or statistical document shall lie with the flag CPC.

	7. Vessel Monitoring Systems (VMS) and, as appropriate, tools for differentiation of fishing areas, such as fish tags or marks, shall be used, according to the relevant ICCAT measures, for effective fishery management.
	[Para 22]
22. Chartered vessels shall comply with all relevant ICCAT monitoring, control, and surveillance measures.

	8. There shall be observer coverage of at least 10% of fishing effort, as measured in the manner specified in paragraph 1 of Recommendation 10-101, for chartered vessels. All other provisions of Recommendation 10-10 apply mutatis mutandis in the case of chartered vessels.
	[Strengthened - Para 23]
23. The minimum observer coverage of chartered vessels shall be in line with the requirements of the relevant ICCAT recommendation. The observer coverage rate during the chartering arrangement on board such vessels shall be counted against the observer coverage rate of the chartering CPC.

	
	[NEW – control and monitoring]
24. Prior to the activation of the charter agreement, the flag CPC shall ensure that the vessel has landed all catches taken under its fishing authorization. Where landing prior to the activation of the charter agreement is not feasible, the flag CPC and the chartering CPC shall ensure that all catches taken before and after the activation of the charter agreement are clearly identified, physically separated on board, and duly recorded in the vessel’s logbooks.
25. The procedures adopted to ensure proper separation, identification, recording, and attribution of catches shall be specified in the notification of the chartering arrangement submitted to the Executive Secretary.

	9. The chartered vessels shall have a fishing license issued by the chartering nation, and shall not be on the ICCAT IUU list as established by the Recommendation by ICCAT Further Amending Recommendation 09-10 Establishing a List of Vessels Presumed to Have Carried out Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing Activities in the ICCAT Convention Area (Rec. 11-18).
	[Strengthened - Para 3 to 8]
3.  The vessel is authorised to fish by the flag CPC.
4. The chartering CPC shall issue a fishing authorization to each chartered vessel.
5. The fishing authorization shall specify:
a) The name and identification of the vessel and its IMO ICCAT number;
b) The duration of the charter, including start and end dates;
c) The authorized fishing area; 
d) The authorized gear type;
e) The species and fishing opportunities allocated;
f) Applicable reporting requirements.
6. The chartered vessel shall carry on board at all times a copy of the fishing authorization issued by the chartering CPC and a copy of the chartering agreement.
7. A vessel shall not operate under more than one chartering arrangement at the same time.
8. Sub-chartering is prohibited. The charter operator shall not re-let or otherwise transfer operational control of the chartered vessel, or any part of its fishing capacity or fishing opportunities, to any third party.

	10. When operating under charter arrangements, the chartered vessels shall not, to the extent possible, be authorized to use the quota or entitlement of the flag Contracting Parties or Cooperating non- Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities. In no case, shall the vessel be authorized to fish under more than one chartering arrangement at the same time.
	-

	11. Unless specifically provided in the chartering arrangement, and consistent with relevant domestic law and regulation, the catches of the chartered vessels shall be unloaded exclusively in the Ports of the chartering Contracting Party or under its direct supervision in order to assure that the activities of the chartered vessels do not undermine ICCAT conservation and management measures. The chartering company must be legally established in the chartering Contracting Party.
	-

	12. Any transshipment at sea shall be consistent with the 2012 Recommendation by ICCAT on a Programme for Transshipment [Rec. 12-062]. Any transshipment at sea shall also be previously and duly authorized by the chartering nation and shall occur only under the supervision of an observer on board.
	-

	13. a) At the time the chartering arrangement is made, the chartering Contracting Party shall provide the following information to the Executive Secretary: i. the name (in both native and Latin alphabets) and registration of the chartered vessel; ii. the name and address of the owner(s) of the vessel; iii. the description of the vessel, including the length, type of vessel and the type of fishing method(s); iv. species of fish covered by the charter and quota allocated to the chartering Party; v. the duration of the chartering arrangement; vi. the consent of the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity; and vii. the measures adopted to implement these provisions. 
b) At the time the chartering arrangement is made, the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non- Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall provide the following information to the Executive Secretary: i. its consent to the chartering arrangement; and ii. the measures adopted to implement these provisions. iii. its agreement to comply with ICCAT conservation and management measures. 
c) Both the chartering Contracting Party and the flag Contracting Party or Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall inform the Executive Secretary of the termination of the charter; 
d) The Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall circulate all the information without delay to all Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities.
	[Strengthened - Para 9 to 15]
9. The chartering CPC shall notify the ICCAT Secretariat of any chartering arrangement. Such notification shall include:
a) Vessel name, registration number, and IMO number, where available;
b) Name and address of the vessel owner [and beneficial owner(s)];
c) Name and address of the chartering operator;
d) Chartering CPC and Flag CPC;
e) Vessel characteristics, including overall length, tonnage, engine power and gear type;
f) Dates of commencement and end of the chartering agreement as well as the area of application; 
g) Species and fishing opportunities allocated;
h) The fishing authorisation issued by the chartering CPC;
i) Copy of the chartering agreement;
j) Confirmation of the consent of the flag CPC.
10. Both the chartering CPC and the flag CPC shall notify the Executive Secretary, without delay, of: (a) the start of fishing operations under the chartering agreement; (b) any suspension, resumption, or termination of such operations; and (c) any proposed amendment to the chartering agreement.
11. Upon receipt of a notification under paragraph 9, the ICCAT Secretariat shall, within 10 calendar days:
a) Cross-check the notified vessel against the ICCAT IUU Vessel List and the IUU vessel lists of other Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs);
b) Verify that the vessel is included in the ICCAT Record of Authorized Fishing Vessels (RAV);
c) Verify that the chartering CPC holds fishing opportunities for the species and area indicated in the notification;
d) Update the RAV as provided in paragraph 12.
12. The ICCAT Secretariat shall ensure that the RAV include, at least, the information provided under paragraph 9 a) to j).
13. An amendment to the chartering agreement shall take effect only once both CPCs have submitted notifications of the amendment to the Executive Secretary. The ICCAT Secretariat shall update RAV accordingly within 7 calendar days of receiving the last notification. 
14. After confirmation of the chartering arrangement, the ICCAT Secretariat shall circulate promptly to all CPCs the information under paragraph 9 a) to j).
15. No chartering arrangement shall be considered operative, and no fishing activities under the arrangement shall commence, until the ICCAT Secretariat has confirmed that actions under paragraph 11 have been carried out.

	14. The chartering Contracting Party shall report to the Executive Secretary of ICCAT by July 31 each year, and for the previous calendar year, the particulars of charter arrangements made and carried out under this recommendation, including information of catches taken and fishing effort deployed by the chartered vessels as well as the level of observer coverage achieved on the chartered vessels, in a manner consistent with confidentiality requirements.
	-

	15. Each year the Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall present a summary of all the chartering arrangements to the Commission which, at its annual meeting, shall review compliance with this recommendation.
	[Strengthened: para 26]
26. Further to the obligations provided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15, the ICCAT Secretariat shall:
a) Prepare an annual report on chartering arrangements to be submitted to the Commission, including data on: vessels chartered, duration and geographic scope of charters, including where amended under paragraph 13, catches reported, observer coverage rates, and compliance and enforcement actions notified;
b) Provide relevant information to the Compliance Committee.

	
	[NEW: compliance review]
27.	The Compliance Committee shall review the implementation of this measure.
28.	The Commission may take appropriate action in cases of failure by the chartering CPC or the flag CPC to ensure compliance with this measure.

	16. Recommendation [02-21] is repealed and replaced by the present Recommendation.
	29. This Recommendation supersedes and replaces the Recommendation by ICCAT on vessel chartering (Rec. 13-14). 
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