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Responses from the SCRS relevant to PWG

The 2026 responses to the Commission from the SCRS that are relevant to PWG were compiled by the Secretariat directly from the 2026 SCRS Plenary meeting report (document PLE-104). The Recommendations with financial implications are not contained herein, as those are included in Appendix 2 of the ICCAT budget proposal (document STF-203).


19.1	 The SCRS will advise the Commission on the suitability of the alternative approach proposed by CPCs, Rec. 16-14, para 4b

Background: 4 b) Notwithstanding paragraph a), for vessels less than 15 meters, where an extraordinary safety concern may exist that precludes deployment of an onboard observer, a CPC may employ an alternative scientific monitoring approach that will collect data equivalent to that specified in this Recommendation in a manner that ensures comparable coverage. In any such cases, the CPC wishing to avail itself of an alternative approach must present the details of the approach to the SCRS for evaluation. The SCRS will advise the Commission on the suitability of the alternative approach for carrying out the data collection obligations set forth in this Recommendation. Alternative approaches implemented pursuant to this provision shall be subject to the approval of the Commission at the annual meeting prior to implementation.

The Subcommittee on Statistics reviewed the information provided by the Species Groups in response to the Commission’s request under Rec. 16-14, paragraph 4(b).

In 2026, limited information was presented that would allow the SCRS to assess the suitability of alternative scientific monitoring approaches under this provision. The Small Tunas Species Group also reviewed the results presented in Coelho et al., 2026, SCRS/2026/082; however, as no small tuna species were identified in that document, no specific conclusion could be reached with respect to these species.

The Bluefin Tuna and Sharks Species Groups indicated that no documents had been presented in 2026 that would allow the evaluation of alternative approaches under Rec. 16-14. Similarly, no alternative monitoring approaches were presented to the Tropical Tunas Species Group. The latter noted, however, the ongoing work of the SCRS Technical Sub-group on Electronic Monitoring Systems (EMS) to develop minimum EMS standards for small vessels as potentially relevant to the future development of alternative monitoring approaches.




1 / 2
