Original: English

Report on the implementation of the derogation to validate BCDs
for trades of BFT between EU member States in 2025
(paragraph 5b of ICCAT Recommendation 24-16)
(submitted by the European Union)

1. Introduction

As other ICCAT Contracting Parties (CPCs), the European Union (EU) has implemented the eBCD system since 26 May 2016 for bluefin tuna (BFT) caught by the purse seine vessels and traps, and since 1 July 2016 for fish caught by other gears. All operators fully implement the system as from January 2017.

Paragraph 5b of Recommendation 24-16 provides a derogation to the validation of BCDs for trade operations of BFT between member States of the EU when it concerns fillet (FL) and other (OT). The EU is required to report to the Commission on the implementation of this derogation by 1 October each year and while the statistics contained in this report cannot be generated by the eBCD system and made automatically available to all the ICCAT Commission and CPCs for their consultation.


2. Derogation under paragraph 5b of ICCAT Recommendation 24-16

The data presented hereunder corresponds to the period 1st January 2025 to 31st December 2025. These data were extracted through the functionality in the eBCD system. 

The scope of this report has been restricted to the trade events from seller in EU member States, to avoid duplication, and because the selling member State is responsible for the validation in eBCD.

In 2025, the EU member States recorded 220,371 trade events[footnoteRef:1] in the eBCD system involving 43,866 t.  Regulation (EU) 640/2010[footnoteRef:2] provides for the obligation to register trade events inside single EU member States’ territories: it represents 78% of all trade events recorded in the eBCD by the EU (172,280). The remaining trade events include 16,394 exports to other non-EU countries (either ICCAT CPC or not) (7%), and 31,699 trade events between EU member States (14%).  [1:  Include trades between EU Member States, trades of tagged fish and internal trades of non-tagged fish.]  [2:  Regulation (EU) No 640/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 July 2010 establishing a catch documentation programme for bluefin tuna Thunnus thynnus.] 


The quantities traded totalled 14,342 tonnes for internal trade (33%) and 26,901 tonnes for exports (61%). Trade between EU member States amounted to 2,623 tonnes, accounting for 6% of the total weight traded (Figure 1).


Exports: trade events from the EU to other CPCs. Trade between EU MS: trade event between EU member States. Internal trade: trade inside EU member States’ territories.

Amongst the total trade, 45% (98,926) were validated, and 55% (120,861) were exempted of validation, for a quantity of 35,124 t (80%) and 8,701 t (20%), respectively (Figure 2). The exemptions include intra‑member State trade, derogation under paragraph 5b of Recommendation 24-16 and derogation for tagged fish following para 5d of Recommendation 24-16. 




Regarding the trade events exempted from validation[footnoteRef:3], 9,218 of them were falling under derogation of para 5b) (8%), with a quantity of 327 t. The remaining exempted events are related to internal trade (Figure 3). [3:  Tagged fish may concern both trades between EU member States and internal trades inside an EU member State; number of trade events equates to one or several tagged fish.] 




The average quantity was 72 kg for trade events exempted of validation in line with the derogation 5b (Figure 4).



Additional details by EU member State are provided in the Annex.



3. Verifications

As part of the standard procedure for validation, the control authorities perform verifications and crosschecks of all relevant documents including logbook data, landing declarations, sales notes, ICCAT authorizations, etc. Consistent with the EU legislation, the control authorities perform physical verifications and inspections at landing, in the market inside and at the entry in EU member States based on risk assessment. All catches are weighed at landing using certified and calibrated scales. 

At the points of exit and entry from and into EU, verifications include crosschecks of eBCDs with airbills and sales notes, as well as physical verifications. Imports into the EU follow customs procedures.

All eBCD subject to validation were crosschecked. Even when validation is not required, the control authorities perform crosschecks with catch declarations and the eBCDs information in conjunction with other member States concerned, which enables efficient monitoring of operations exempted from validation. In addition, the control authorities verify the validation of catch or tags details and analyse the coherence of the timing of the validation messages as well as the possible alert messages in eBCD. 

Data extraction functionalities, crosschecks, and verifications through the eBCD system itself enable member States to establish improved risk assessment procedures to specifically target trades events for crosscheck and verification.


4. Conclusion

The number of trades concerned by the derogation in para 5b of Recommendation 24-16 is significant but involves in most of the cases small quantities of bluefin tuna as it concerns fillet (FL) and other (OT) presentations only. Additionally, 78% of the trade events recorded by EU are trade events inside single EU member States’ territories, contributing to the traceability of the fish through the chain. 
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The derogation under para 5b of Recommendation 24-16 removes a significant administrative burden related to validation and contributes towards achieving a more level playing field between the EU and the other ICCAT CPCs and is also consistent with the principle of a single market inside of the EU. It is important to note that since this derogation was granted to the EU, there is no information on a possible negative impact of these measures on the traceability of BFT products, in particular bearing in mind that all first trade operations are validated. 
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Annex
Details by EU member State

	 
	CYP
	DNK
	ESP 
	FRA
	GRC 
	HRV
	IRL
	ITA
	MLT
	PRT
	SVN

	Nb of trade events 
	111 
	21 
	97,710 
	23,418 
	4,492 
	5,076 
	166 
	84,980 
	2,771 
	1,548 
	78 

	kg
	89,722 
	2,065 
	16,903,727 
	1,613,117 
	374,352 
	5,160,987 
	25,402 
	3,620,892 
	15,258,707 
	807,954 
	8,609 

	Exportation (EXP)
	-
	15 
	12,569 
	123 
	777 
	724 
	- 
	443 
	1,607 
	136 
	-

	kg
	-
	510 
	6,488,355 
	2,808 
	73,287 
	4,856,298 
	-
	27,725 
	14,915,597 
	535,982 
	-

	Inside trade (INT)
	58 
	3 
	62,440 
	20,365 
	1,361 
	3,754 
	15 
	82,749 
	496 
	1,033 
	6 

	kg
	3,223 
	704 
	9,254,427 
	1,101,870 
	75,993 
	247,555 
	3,173 
	3,331,752 
	191,561 
	131,653 
	309 

	Trade in EU (STA)
	53 
	3 
	22,701 
	2,930 
	2,354 
	598 
	151 
	1,788 
	670 
	379 
	72 

	kg
	86,499 
	851 
	1,160,945 
	508,439 
	225,072 
	57,134 
	22,229 
	261,415 
	151,549 
	140,319 
	8,300 

	VAL
	-
	12 
	24,753 
	2 
	17 
	4,618 
	-
	65,486 
	2,753 
	1,208 
	77 

	kg
	-
	480 
	10,802,019 
	115 
	23,025 
	5,140,343 
	-
	3,116,699 
	15,245,909 
	787,254 
	8,581 

	EXE
	110 
	5 
	72,946 
	23,368 
	4,470 
	255 
	165 
	19,191 
	10 
	340 
	1 

	kg
	89,701 
	729 
	6,098,763 
	1,611,081 
	350,833 
	8,710 
	25,141 
	494,569 
	839 
	20,700 
	28 

	EXE STA*
	
	-
	9,013 
	163 
	3 
	1 
	-
	21 
	10 
	7 
	-

	kg
	
	-
	323,320 
	2,178 
	224 
	8 
	-
	352 
	839 
	121 
	-


*eBCD exempted of validation because FL or OT between MS (derogation 5b).
Figure 1 - EU trade in 2025

Exports (outside EU)	Nbr events	Weight (t)	16394	26900.561726	Internal trade	Nbr events	Weight (t)	172278	14342.220379000002	Trade between EU MS	Nbr events	Weight (t)	31699	2622.7503859999997	



  FigurE 2 - exempted trade in 2025

Validated	Nbr events	Weight (t)	98926	35124.425416999999	Exempted	Nbr events	Weight (t)	120861	8701.094833000001	



Figure 3 - Exempted trade between EU Member States in 2025

Trade between EU MS	Nbr exempted trade	Quantites exempted (t)	9218	327.04103200000003	Internal trade	Nbr exempted trade	Quantites exempted (t)	103406	5037.5061090000017	Tagged fish	Nbr exempted trade	Quantites exempted (t)	8237	3336.5476920000006	



Figure 4 - Average quantity (Kg) in 2025

Average weight (kg)	
Exports (outside EU)	Internal trade	Trade between EU MS	Validated	Exempted	Derog 5b)	Derog 5d) (tagged)	1640.8784754178355	83.250446249666226	82.739215306476538	355.0575724986353	71.99257686929613	35.478523757865041	405.06831273521919	


