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Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 21-09 on the conservation of the North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries 

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of the North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 21-09)

1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?   Yes ☐    No ☒

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s):  


2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?  Yes ☒     No ☐

	Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan?    Yes ☒      No ☐

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):  

The SCRS shall provide the Commission with management advice based on the results of the SCRS’ ongoing shortfin mako age validation study and, if necessary, an updated Kobe II strategy matrix.


3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?  Yes ☐    No ☒

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?

	Yes ☐	No ☒
Brief description of new Secretariat work required: None.


5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:

The measure would enter into force six months from notification to CPCs, consistent with the ICCAT Convention.

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:

None


Original: English
Explanatory note for 
Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 21-09 on the conservation of the North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries 
(submitted by the United States)

This proposal incorporates updated SCRS advice into the existing Recommendation on North Atlantic shortfin mako, the Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 21-09), which established the rebuilding plan for the stock. The 2026 SCRS stock assessment concluded that fishing mortality is below FMSY (no overfishing occurring) with biomass below BMSY (overfished), showing that the first objective of the rebuilding plan (to end overfishing) has been achieved in line with Rec. 21-09. The updated projections conducted by the SCRS in 2026 outline the probability of achieving the second objective of the rebuilding plan (i.e., gradually achieve biomass levels sufficient to support maximum sustainable yield (MSY) with a probability ranging between 60 and 70% at least) in different future years under different levels of annual total removals. The SCRS further stated that, based on the biological assumptions used in the current assessment, the generation time is estimated to be lower than previously understood (19 years vs 25 years), which the Commission should consider for updating the rebuilding plan. Finally, the SCRS provided management advice that retention of shortfin mako would provide a critical opportunity for CPCs to collect biological data to support future assessments and to confirm the rebuilding trajectory.

The United States notes that it may be appropriate to modify the structure of retention allowance calculations under Rec. 21-09 in future years, under the updated stock assessment results and SCRS advice. Further, this proposal takes into account that the SCRS is conducting an age-validation study, with results expected in 2027, and that those results could affect the probability estimates in the Kobe II strategy matrix. With this in mind, the United States proposes to continue following the process to determine possible retention under Rec. 21-09 for 2027, as an interim step.

Considering the updated generation time of 19 years, this proposal considers a rebuilding timeline of two generation times of 19 years, resulting in an updated rebuilding plan timeframe through 2058 (2020 + 19 years * 2), rather than the previous timeframe through 2070 (2020 + 25 years * 2). The 2026 SCRS Kobe II strategy matrix shows that annual total removals of 1,400 t would have a 64% and 68% probability of achieving the objectives of the rebuilding plan by 2055 and 2060, respectively, therefore meeting the rebuilding objective to gradually achieve biomass levels sufficient to support MSY with a probability ranging between 60 and 70% at least.

In order to calculate individual CPC retention allowances under a total allowable fishing mortality of 1,400 t, this proposal follows the rules established in Annex 1 of Rec. 21-09 when making management decisions (in this case, year ‘Y’ in the Annex is 2026). In the SCRS’ response to the Commission in the 2026 SCRS Report (section 19.31. SCRS shall calculate the retention level of North Atlantic shortfin mako, Rec. 21-09, para 5c), the SCRS states that the total fishing mortality from all sources for 2025 was estimated as 779.34 t. Under Annex 1, the total retention allowance for year Y+1 (2027) is equal to the total allowable fishing mortality minus the total fishing mortality for year Y-1 (2025), i.e., 1,400 t - 779.34 t = 620.66 t total retention allowance for 2027. This 620.66 t is then distributed to individual CPCs using the formula below from                 Annex 1:

Individual CPC retention allowance (t) = (CPC average annual catches from 2013-2016) x (Retention Allowance)
Average total ICCAT catches from 2013-2016

The table of CPC retention allowances in paragraph 2 of this proposal is calculated by applying this formula to North Atlantic shortfin mako catches in the Task 1 data for 2013-2016. The CPCs shown in the table are those with retention allowances that round to ≥ 1 t. 

This proposal further incorporates a provision from prior North Atlantic shortfin mako Recommendations (Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 19-06) and Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 17-08)), which authorized retention of shortfin mako over minimum sizes specific to males and females. Reverting to this previous standard will contribute to increased biological sampling of mature specimens, allowing improved biological sampling in response to the SCRS management recommendation that retention policies can support future assessment and confirm rebuilding trajectory. In addition, the United States notes that Recs. 17-08 and 19-06 were adopted under a more pessimistic stock status, and the stock status has since improved, justifying the reinstatement of these provisions. 
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Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending Recommendation 21-09 on the conservation of the North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries

(submitted by the United States)

RECALLING that a rebuilding programme for North Atlantic shortfin mako shark was adopted under the Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of North Atlantic stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 21-09);

NOTING that the 2026 SCRS stock assessment concluded that fishing mortality is below FMSY (no overfishing occurring) with biomass below BMSY (overfished);
HIGHLIGHTING SCRS management advice in 2026 that the first objective of the rebuilding plan (to end overfishing) has been achieved in line with Rec. 21-09; 

CONSIDERING that the updated projections conducted by the SCRS in 2026 outline the probability of achieving the second objective of the rebuilding plan (i.e., gradually achieve biomass levels sufficient to support maximum sustainable yield (MSY) with a probability ranging between 60 and 70% at least) in different future years under different levels of annual total removals;

FURTHER HIGHLIGHTING the SCRS management advice that, based on the biological assumptions used in the current assessment, the generation time is estimated to be lower than previously understood (19 years vs 25 years), which the Commission should consider for updating the rebuilding plan;

RECOGNIZING the SCRS management advice in 2026 that a retention policy for shortfin mako would provide a critical opportunity for CPCs to collect biological data to support future assessments and to confirm the rebuilding trajectory;

FURTHER CONSIDERING that the 2026 SCRS Kobe II strategy matrix shows that annual total removals of 1,400 t would have between a 64% and 68% probability of achieving the objectives of the rebuilding plan by 2058, based on two generation times of 19 years;
FURTHER NOTING that it may be appropriate to modify the current retention allowance calculations under Rec. 21-09 in future years, under the updated stock assessment results and SCRS advice;
SEEKING to continue following the process to determine possible retention under Rec. 21-09 for 2027, as an interim step;
FURTHER RECOGNIZING the SCRS’ response to the Commission in the 2026 SCRS Report (section 19.31. SCRS shall calculate the retention level of North Atlantic shortfin mako, Rec. 21-09, para 5c) in which the SCRS states that the total fishing mortality from all sources for 2025 was estimated as 779.34 t;

AWARE that the SCRS is conducting an age-validation study, with results expected in 2027, and those results could affect the probability estimates in the Kobe II strategy matrix;






THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

The following amendments shall be made to the Recommendation by ICCAT on the conservation of North Atlantic Stock of shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries (Rec. 21-09): 

1. Paragraph 4a shall be replaced with: 

“a)	Consistent with the objectives established under paragraph 1 and the 2026 SCRS Kobe II strategy matrix the total fishing mortality for North Atlantic shortfin mako shall be no more than 1,400 tonnes in 2027. If, in 2027, the Commission cannot agree on a total fishing mortality level based on scientific advice for future years, that level shall revert to 250 t beginning in 2028.”
2. Paragraph 5e shall be added as follows:

“e)	For 2027, the shortfin mako mortality calculation completed by the SCRS in 2026 under paragraph 5c (i.e., 779.34 t) shall be used to calculate permissible retention according to Annex 1, based on the total allowable fishing mortality of 1,400 t described in paragraph 4a (i.e., total allowable retention = 1,400 t - 779.34 t = 620.66 t). CPCs’ individual retention allowances are as follows: 

	CPC
	Retention 
allowance (t)

	European Union
	337

	Morocco
	148

	USA
	99

	Canada
	12

	Japan
	10

	Belize
	5

	Panama
	2

	Venezuela
	2

	Chinese Taipei
	2

	Korea
	1

	China (P.R.)
	1

	Mexico
	1

	Barbados
	1





















3. Paragraph 7 bis shall be added as follows:

“7 bis. Notwithstanding the provisions in paragraph 7 above, CPCs may authorize their vessels to retain North Atlantic shortfin mako whether dead or alive when a CPC’s domestic law requires a minimum size of at least 180 cm fork length for males and of at least 210 cm fork length for females.” 


4. Paragraph 22 bis shall be added as follows:

“22 bis. In 2027, the SCRS shall provide the Commission with management advice based on the results of the SCRS’ ongoing shortfin mako age validation study and, if necessary, an updated Kobe II strategy matrix.”


5. Paragraph 27 shall be replaced with:

“27. At its 2027 annual meeting, the Commission shall review this measure against the objectives of the rebuilding programme, taking into account advice or responses to the Commission received from the SCRS, including advice relating to the 2026 stock assessment, paragraphs 21 (a) and (b) and 22 bis, as well as discussions at Panel 4.”
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