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(submitted by Barbados, Belize, and Grenada)

Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to extend and amend Recommendation 25-06 on granting provisional measures to Developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Recommendation 19-05

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT to grant provisional measures to Developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Recommendation 19-05 (Rec. 25-06)


1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes ☐	 No ☒

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s): 


2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes ☐    No ☒

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes ☒	No ☐

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant): 


3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes ☐      No ☒


4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes ☐      No ☒

Brief description of new Secretariat work required:


5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.:


6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal:




Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to extend and amend Recommendation 25-06 on granting provisional measures to Developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Recommendation 19-05
(a new proposal to extend and amend existing Recommendation 25-06)
(submitted by Belize, Barbados and Grenada)

CONSIDERING the Recommendation by ICCAT to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish (Rec. 19-05), which established annual landing limits of 1,670 t for blue marlin and 355 t for white marlin/roundscale spearfish; 

NOTING that the 2024 North Atlantic Blue Marlin Stock Assessment concluded that the stock while still overfished was no longer subject to overfishing, and that the 2025 White Marlin Stock Assessment, while recognizing that species misidentification of roundscale spearfish introduces uncertainty into the assessment, concluded that similarly the stock was overfished but no longer undergoing overfishing, indicating improvement in the status of both North Atlantic blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish stocks;

RECALLING the joint statement made by Barbados, St Vincent and the Grenadines and Trinidad and Tobago at the 28th Regular Meeting of the Commission advocating for special considerations for Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to promote food security and support development opportunities in large pelagic fisheries; 

RECOGNIZING that marlins have historically supported and continue to support important artisanal, commercial and recreational/sports fisheries that make significant socioeconomic contributions, especially to food security, livelihood protection and cultural practices in Caribbean SIDS, and also noting the significant role in management and conservation that recreational/sports fisheries play through their tag and release practices; 

AWARE that marlins are naturally abundant throughout the year in areas under the national jurisdiction of the Caribbean SIDS and are therefore usually caught opportunistically by the multi-gear fisheries of these countries, and that these marlins are not traditionally discarded because of their integral socio-economic contribution value to the countries concerned, which is in line with several of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in particular 1, 2, 8, 14 and 17; 

MINDFUL of Article 24 of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA), which requires that the Commission take into account the special requirements of developing States, and in particular SIDS, in the adoption of conservation and management measures, inter alia the need to ensure that management measures do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a disproportionate burden of conservation action onto developing States;

COGNIZANT that other Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) such as the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) have comprehensively adopted conservation and management measures reflective of transitioning to a more equitable allocation framework per Article 30 of the Convention on the Conservation and Management of Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific Ocean, which requires the WCPFC to take into account the special requirements of developing States Parties, in particular SIDS, and of territories and possessions, in particular “the vulnerability of developing States Parties, in particular small island developing States, which are dependent on the exploitation of marine living resources, including for meeting the nutritional requirements of their populations or parts thereof” and further “ensuring that conservation and management measures adopted do not result in transferring, directly or indirectly, a disproportionate burden of conservation action onto developing States Parties, and Territories”;

RECOGNIZING that the proposed amendments to the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) references the requirement to “give full recognition to the special requirements of developing Members of the Commission, including the need for their capacity building in accordance with international law, to implement their obligations under this Convention and to develop their fisheries”; 



EMPHASIZING, therefore, the need for specific attention to the burden of conservation action through application of equitable provisions in ICCAT Recommendations;
RECALLING that the Resolution by ICCAT on criteria for the allocation of fishing possibilities (Res. 15‑13), recognizes for qualifying participants, the economic, social, and cultural importance of stocks to developing coastal States, in particular SIDS, which depend heavily on these resources for food security, livelihoods, employment, and income generation, and acknowledges the historic participation of their fishing vessels in these fisheries within the Convention area, as well as their right to engage in sustainable fishing activities on the high seas consistent with ICCAT measures; 
FURTHER RECALLING that Res. 15-13 specifies conditions for application of allocation criteria, including: “Allocation criteria should be applied in a fair, equitable and transparent manner with the goal of ensuring opportunities for all qualifying participants”, and “Allocation criteria should be applied to encourage cooperation between the developing States of the region and other fishing States for the sustainable use of the stocks managed by ICCAT and in accordance with the relevant international instruments”, which are met when such allocations are compatible with the respective societal, economic and nutritional needs of CPCs;
CONCERNED that in this context, the current provisions of Rec. 19-05 relating to overage penalties, with associated compounded reductions, and no carryover of underage are inconsistent with provisions of Res. 15‑13 for creating a fair and equitable conservation burden sharing arrangement in which Caribbean SID CPCs fisheries can continue to operate viably, while ensuring cooperation for sustainable use;
CONCLUDING, therefore, that special provisions are urgently needed for Caribbean SID CPCs, in accordance with Res. 15-13 and including its conditions for application, thereby giving attention to the record of traditional and socio-economic dependence of Caribbean SID CPCs on the marlin fisheries, and to the need for creating a fair and equitable conservation burden, and hence provisions which support viable fishing opportunities for these States that are tailored for their practical cooperation in sustainable use, and pending establishment of revised blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish catch quota allocations;
RECALLING therefore concerns expressed during the 29th Regular Meeting of the Commission by several developing coastal CPCs that Rec. 19-05 does not give due recognition to their special fishery situations, especially in the catch limit and penalty provisions of Rec. 19-05, which then resulted in the adoption of Recommendation by ICCAT to grant provisional measures to developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Recommendation 19-05 (Rec. 25-06) granting provisional measures to developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Rec. 19-05, and which would allow the Commission time to review and develop a suitable replacement recommendation for Rec. 19-05;

RECOGNIZING that Rec. 25-06 expires in 2026, and that there is an ongoing need for provisional relief for these developing coastal CPCs until a new catch limit scheme is established that considers their special needs; 

ALSO RECOGNIZING that the resource is present in the waters of coastal communities and this measure should reflect a rational use of the resource;  


THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE 
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT:

As it relates to the application of Recommendation by ICCAT to establish rebuilding programs for blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish (Rec. 19-05), 

1. Caribbean coastal developing CPCs not included in the allocation table shall limit their landings of Atlantic blue marlin to 30 t and white marlin/roundscale spearfish to 15 t, until a new catch limit scheme can be negotiated, which considers their special needs. 

2. Caribbean coastal developing CPCs shall be exempt from the 125% payback provision in paragraph 3b for landings, until a new catch limit scheme can be negotiated, which considers their special needs. 

 
3. Recommendation 19-05 shall be modified as follows: 

a) 	Paragraph 8bis shall be added as follows: 

Once a CPC reaches its landing limit, all catches of blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish shall be discarded. 

b)	Paragraph 9 shall be modified as follows:

In derogation to paragraph 8bis, for CPCs with national legislation that prohibits dead discards, blue marlin and white marlin/roundscale spearfish that are dead when brought alongside the vessel may be retained, and landings of such fish shall not count against the limits established in paragraph 2, provided that:

· the CPC prohibits such fish from being sold or otherwise entering into commerce, and 

· the CPC notifies the ICCAT Secretariat of its intent to exercise this exception and provides information to the Commission in the questionnaire portion of its Annual Report information on its retention requirement and measures in place to prohibit sale and entry into commerce. 

[…]
[…]
[…]


4. The Caribbean SIDS and other affected coastal developing CPCs are encouraged to keep updated the information available to ICCAT on their specific situation, including at least the following elements: 

a) the interaction of their fisheries with marlins, 
b) the importance of marlins for their coastal communities, 
c) the destination market of marlin products, 
d) any continuing difficulties in implementing the current framework, and 
e) their commitments to improve compliance and data collection. 


5. This Recommendation repeals and replaces the Recommendation by ICCAT to grant provisional measures to developing coastal ICCAT CPCs for extenuating circumstances resulting from Recommendation 19-05 (Rec. 25-06).
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