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Responses and recommendations from the SCRS relevant to Panel 4

The 2026 responses to the Commission and recommendations from the SCRS that are relevant to Panel 4 were compiled by the Secretariat directly from the 2026 SCRS Plenary meeting report (document PLE-104). The Recommendations with financial implications are not contained herein, as those are included in Appendix 2 of the ICCAT budget proposal (document STF-203).


Responses to the Commission

Billfishes

19.11 The SCRS shall revise the statistical methodology used to estimate dead and live discards and provide feedback to CPCs. The SCRS Shall also determine if one or more capacity building workshops are warranted to help CPCs to comply with the requirement to report total live and dead discards, Rec. 19-05, para 16

Background: No later than 2020, CPCs shall present to the SCRS the statistical methodology used to estimate dead and live discards. CPCs with artisanal and small-scale fisheries shall also provide information about their data collection programmes.

The SCRS shall review these methodologies and if it determines that a methodology is not scientifically sound, the SCRS shall provide relevant feedback to the CPCs in question to improve the methodologies.

The SCRS shall also determine if one or more capacity building workshops are warranted to help CPCs to comply with the requirement to report total live and dead discards. If so, the ICCAT Secretariat in coordination with the SCRS should begin organizing the SCRS-recommended workshop(s) in 2021 with a view to convening them as soon as practicable.

In 2026, the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM) (Anon., 2026h) reviewed a number of discard estimation methodologies for several species. WGSAM proposed a standardized framework and diagnostic checklist to support the assessment of the various methodologies. In general, WGSAM recommended that the final decision or recommendation regarding the acceptance of bycatch estimates for a particular CPC and a particular stock should be made by the Species Groups. The Committee recommended CPCs follow the adopted checklist including diagnostics and validation (SCRS/2026/197).

The Committee reiterated that it is important for the Committee to understand the methodology used by CPCs to estimate live and dead discards. The Committee reminded CPCs that have not yet presented documentation or not provided sufficient information following the adopted checklist by the Committee on the bycatch/discards (live and dead) estimation methodologies used of the obligation to do so. 

The SCRS has conducted regional workshops on statistics of small-scale fisheries in West Africa and the Caribbean and has implemented a pilot project to improve data on blue marlin and yellowfin tuna caught by Caribbean fisheries. Artisanal and small-scale fleets do not often discard billfish as these species are retained and landed for local consumption. In most cases, landings represent the total catch. 

In recent decades many sport vessels released most billfish caught, however, most of these fishing fleets do not report releases or landings consistently. The ratio of release versus landing from these fleets varies with time, between regions, and depending on whether fishing is done as part of a tournament. 

To improve the quality of landing and discards of billfish data it is recommended to continue to support the ongoing collaborative project between national statistical correspondents, national scientists, and ICCAT data monitoring experts. The project aims to improve small-scale and sport fishery data on Caribbean billfish and has the following elements:

· Thorough review of historical documents on small-scale and sport fisheries catching ICCAT species, particularly billfish; 
· Review of national governance systems related to ICCAT fisheries;
· Interview key participants involved in fishery governance, operations, and monitoring;
· Technical support to improve the design, monitoring, and statistical estimation of catch, discards, and fishing effort;
· Improve biological sample collections.

To increase capacity to estimate dead and live discards, the Committee supports the continued development and use of the Bycatch Estimation Tool (BYET). WGSAM identifies the ability to estimate bycatch and discards at the ICCAT statistical level (Task 1 reporting) WGSAM also agreed to continue capacity building activities in 2027, as well as a training workshop planned for December 2026. The Committee encourages CPCs to take advantage of this and future training opportunities to improve the capacity to estimate and report live and dead discards. 


19.12 The SCRS shall evaluate the completeness of Task 1 and 2 data submissions, including estimates of total dead and live discards, and determine the feasibility of estimating fishing mortalities by industrial fisheries (including longline and purse seine), artisanal fisheries and recreational fisheries, Rec. 19-05, para 17

Background: The SCRS shall evaluate the completeness of Task 1 and 2 data submissions, including estimates of total dead and live discards, and determine the feasibility of estimating fishing mortalities by industrial fisheries (including longline and purse seine), artisanal fisheries and recreational fisheries. If after conducting such evaluation, the SCRS determines that significant gaps in data reporting exist, the SCRS should explore approaches to estimate the level of unreported catches to include in future stock assessments in order to enhance the basis on which to provide management advice to the Commission.

The Committee received a presentation on the online SCRS data catalogue dashboard BLUE / RED and refers individual CPCs to consult the dashboard and prioritize data improvements in anticipation of future billfish assessments. 


19.13 The SCRS shall continue its work to further improve data collection initiatives as part of the EPBR to overcome the data gap issues of those fisheries, in particular artisanal fisheries of developing CPCs Rec. 19-05, para 18

Background: The SCRS shall continue its work to further improve data collection initiatives as part of the ICCAT Enhanced Program for Billfish Research to overcome the data gap issues of those fisheries, in particular artisanal fisheries of developing CPCs to inform future decisions by the Commission.

The Committee continued working under the EPBR programme with the objectives of maintaining and strengthening this research line with a view to improving the quality of the data and supporting the provision of scientific advice for billfishes. For further information please see items 13.4 (EPBR summary) and 17.1.5 (2027 workplan) in this Report.


19.14 The SCRS shall explore potential technical changes to the terminal gear and fishing practices that could reduce bycatch and bycatch mortality. Design and implement a study(ies) to compare the effects of hook shape and size on catch rates, Rec. 19-05, para 21

Background: The SCRS shall, in collaboration with CPCs, explore potential technical changes to the terminal gear (such as hook shape, hook size, leader type, etc.) and fishing practices (e.g., timing, soaking time, bait, depths, areas) that could reduce bycatch and bycatch mortality (at-vessel and post-release). As part of this process, the SCRS in collaboration with CPCs shall design and implement a study(ies) to compare the effects of hook shape and size on catch rates (considering both hooking and retention rates), at-haulback mortality, and post-release mortality. The experimental design should account for the influence of leader material types and consider potential operational differences among regions and fleets.

In 2026 no additional information on this matter was presented to the Committee. Therefore, the response provided in item 19.9 of the Report for Biennial Period 2024-2025, Part II (2025), Vol. 2 continues to contain the most up-to-update information.


Swordfish

19.16 The SCRS should assess the impact of the reductions made on the recovery of the stock, as early as possible, Rec. 24-11, para 2

Background: The SCRS should assess the impact of the reductions made on the recovery of the stock as early as possible.

Mediterranean swordfish stock recovery was not directly assessed. However, estimates of spawning stock biomass from the 2026 assessment (Figure 19.16.1) indicate no increase since implementation of the recovery plan in 2017 (Rec. 16-05). 
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Figure 19.16.1. Spawning stock biomass time series for Mediterranean swordfish from the 2026 age structured assessment model.


19.17 The SCRS shall review the draft reporting template as well as the information included in Annex 2 and advise the Commission if amendments are necessary. Rec. 25-09, para 6

Background: By the end of 2025, the ICCAT Secretariat shall create a draft reporting template to ensure harmonised data collection. A draft template shall be circulated to CPCs as soon as possible which shall use it when available. The SCRS, at its 2026 plenary, shall review the draft reporting template as well as the information included in Annex 2 and advise the Commission if amendments are necessary.

The Committee is in general agreement with the requirements of the information included in Annex 2 of Rec. 25-09, that specify the data to be collected by CPCs within the trapline pilot projects.

The main Committee discussions were at the resolution level that the data needs to be transmitted to ICCAT, either if it needs to be fully detailed set-level raw data (which is the current draft of the ST-13 form, as of the data submissions deadline in 2026) or more general and/or aggregated meta-data with the main purpose of assuring that the data is being collected in a consistent way with what is requested in Annex 2 of Rec. 25-09.

The main issues raised for detailed set-level data were related with the following points: 1) for some CPCs it might not be possible to submit fully detailed set-level raw data due to internal data regulations and confidentiality issues; 2) it was agreed that detailed analysis should be conducted by the CPCs directly, that are fully aware of all data details and specificities, and not necessarily by the SWO-SG. It is further noted that various CPCs have already presented SCRS papers with the detailed findings of their pilot projects, highlighting that the detailed analysis should be conducted directly by the CPCs. The Committee should later conduct a final analysis that synthetises all contributions from the various CPCs (i.e., a metadata analysis) in order to provide a final answer to the Commission request under paragraph 7 of ICCAT Rec. 25-09.

For those reasons, the SWO-SG recommends that form ST-13 be reformulated, with the intent of collecting more general meta-data from the CPCs pilot projects and results, but not necessarily detailed raw set-level data. This would be in line with what is currently requests from CPCs to submit to the Secretariat from their national observer programs (form ST-09).

A proposal for a revised ST-13 form has been provided to the Secretariat.


19.18 The SCRS shall annually review the objectives and provisions of this measure and advise the Commission on potential amendments. Rec. 25-09, para 8

Background: The SCRS shall annually review the objectives and provisions of this measure and advise the Commission on potential amendments, including on the timeline for providing advice and on information to be collected.

The Committee is in general agreement with the objectives and provisions of the measures in Recommendation by ICCAT on the experimental use of traplines (Rec. 25-09). The SWO Species Group notes that to date, multiple CPCs have presented their pilot projects on the use of traplines from their fleets, including the presentation of preliminary results.

At this point, the Committee believes that it will be possible to maintain the current timeline specified in Rec. 25-09, to provide advice on the use of traplines by 2028.


19.19 The SCRS shall assess the occurrence of ECs annually, and the Commission shall act in accordance with the exceptional circumstances protocol set out in Annex 4, Rec. 25-10, para 5

Background: 5.	The SCRS shall apply the MP specified in Annex 1 in accordance with the timeline set out in Annex 3 and advise the Commission of the resulting TAC for North Atlantic swordfish for the next three-year management cycle. The SCRS shall assess the occurrence of ECs annually, and the Commission shall act in accordance with the exceptional circumstances protocol set out in Annex 4.

The adopted MCC11 management procedure was run in 2024 and provided TAC advice for the first management cycle (2025-2027). The SCRS undertook analyses to support development of an exceptional circumstances protocol (ECP) and following to this advice, the Commission adopted a protocol in 2025. The adopted protocol emphasizes flexibility, expert judgment, and that it be used for identification of scenarios where application of the MP may be risky or inappropriate. The Committee has made an evaluation in accordance with the specifications of exceptional circumstances (EC) in Annex 4 of Recommendation by ICCAT replacing Recommendation 24-10 on conservation and management of measures including a management procedure for North Atlantic swordfish (Rec. 25‑10). 

Table 1 within the ECP provides four indicators for ECs that should be checked annually or whenever new information is available. The Committee has determined that in 2026, ECs do not occur for three indicators and do occur for one indicator.

Principle: Stock and fishery dynamics

	Indicator: Indices
	Criterion: If, in any year, the observed combined index values fall outside the range from the 2.5 to 97.5 percentile of the simulated combined index used in the projections for testing the adopted MP.
	Exceptional Circumstances?
YES

	
	Result: The terminal years (2023 and 2024) of the combined index of abundance falls outside of the upper bound of the 95% prediction interval (Figure 19.19.1).
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Figure 19.19.1 Observed values of the combined index (black lines) relative to simulated values projected from 2023 to 2028.

	Indicator: Abundance, 
life history 
and fishery 
dynamics  
	Criterion: When there is evidence that the stock and/or fishery dynamics are in states not previously and/or no longer considered to be plausible in the context of the MSE, or when there is evidence that stock states or fishery dynamics included within the OMs for the MSE testing are no longer considered plausible.
	Exceptional Circumstances?
NO

	
	Result: The Committee has not been presented with evidence indicating EC for this indicator. The Committee notes however, that the emerging use of trapline gear will require further analysis  to determine if the combined index of abundance and MP are robust to uncertainties related to use of this gear.
	



Principle: Data availability for the MP  

	Indicator: Indices
	Criterion: If data from two or more influential fleets contributing data to the combined index are missing.
	Exceptional Circumstances?
NO

	
	Result: All data required to update the combined index of abundance was available.
	



Principle: Implementation of the TAC  

	Indicator:
Catch
	Criterion: If the total catch is 20% or more above the TAC set using the MP.
	Exceptional Circumstances?
NO

	
	Result: Reported catch in 2025 was 10,577 t and did not exceed the TAC set by the MP (14,769 t).
	



Discussion

Upon determination of ECs, the adopted protocol requires that the SCRS consider the direction and severity of the ECs; provide the Commission with feedback on whether the EC precludes application of the MP; and if a specific EC precludes application of the MP, advice to the Commission on actions to be taken.

This particular EC determination is the result of 2023 and 2024 combined index of abundance values exceeding the upper bound of values predicted by the simulation framework. In other words, the combined index values, which are used to infer stock abundance, remain high and are higher than most of the values estimated in the MSE analysis. This could be due to catches consistently being lower than the TAC. The Committee has developed a work plan (see 17.1.9) to evaluate stock abundance trends and develop advice on continued application of the MP.

Should exceptional circumstances be identified for the index again in 2027, the ECP identifies the following options:

(i) 	maintaining the current TAC advice decided through the MP,
(ii) 	reducing the TAC advice in light of indications of stock decline,
(iii) 	increasing the TAC advice in light of indications of stock increase that were not considered plausible during the MSE testing, and 
(iv) 	any other appropriate conservation and management actions.

Should one of these actions be required, the Committee will report back to the Commission with its recommendation.  

Conclusion

The Committee determined that this EC does not preclude continuation of the TAC for 2027 set using the MP, nor is its implementation risky or inappropriate for the remainder of the current management cycle.  The Committee has developed a work plan to further evaluate this EC and provide advice on future implementation of the MP.


19.20 The SCRS shall review the methodologies used by CPCs to estimate dead discards and live releases and, if it determines that a methodology is not scientifically sound, the SCRS shall provide relevant feedback to the CPCs in question to improve the methodologies, Rec. 25-10, para 19

Background: No later than 15 July 2025, CPCs shall present to the SCRS the statistical methodology used to estimate dead discards and live releases. CPCs with artisanal and small-scale fisheries shall also provide information about their data collection programmes. The SCRS shall review these methodologies and, if it determines that a methodology is not scientifically sound, the SCRS shall provide relevant feedback to the CPCs in question to improve the methodologies. Once these methods are approved CPCs should update their catch reporting to incorporate these estimated dead and live discards.

The Committee has been provided with proposed methods for swordfish discard estimation for some longline fleets. In 2027, the Committee will begin evaluating the methods submitted to date using the evaluation procedure and associated checklist in Annex 1 of the Report of the Subcommittee of Statistics. 


19.21 The SCRS shall continue work on robustness tests, focusing particularly on the Climate Change scenarios and minimum size limits, Rec. 25-10, para 6

Background: The Commission shall adopt the TAC based on the outcome of the MP unless the SCRS identifies exceptional circumstances that require the Commission to take alternative management actions to remain aligned with the principles of Recommendation 11-13.

The Committee conducted two analyses to evaluate the expected impacts of eliminating or changing the minimum size limit (MSL).

The first analysis evaluated the trade-offs between selectivity, retention, and discard mortality (Hordyk and Gillespie, 2026, SCRS/2026/172). This study found:

· the high haul-back and post-release discard mortality means that the MSL is not protecting small/young fish from fishing mortality,
· removing the MSL (a full retention policy) would result in higher landed catch and would not significantly negatively impact the spawning population, even in scenarios where all fleets change their behaviour and catch more small fish,
· an MSL would only be effective if a) the size limit was increased closer to the size of maturity (~ 166 cm) AND b) gear interactions with fish below the MSL were negligible; i.e., there were a change in gear type that avoided capture of undersize fish OR haul-back and post-release mortalities were negligible.

The second analysis evaluated the robustness of the MCC management procedure under conditions where the MSL was removed and compared the projections with the status quo analysis where the selectivity and retention schedules are unchanged (Hordyk et al., 2026, SCRS/2026/243). This study found that:

· removing the MSL resulted in lower fishing mortality for the same TAC and about 5% higher landings (in weight) as the previously discarded fish now contribute to landed catches,
· in all cases the Safety, Status, and Yield performance metrics were either the same or improved when the MSL was eliminated compared to the status quo,
· Conclusion: the MCC MP is robust to the removal of the minimum size limit.

Summary

· These studies indicate that minimum size limits for swordfish do not effectively protect small fish.
· An increase in the minimum size limits is unlikely to protect small fish without implementation of changes to the gears used in this fishery.
· The MP is robust to the removal of minimum size limits should the Commission wish to do so.



Sharks

19.22 The SCRS shall, in 2024, review existing data and information relating to the life history and conservation status of mobulid rays, and confirm whether they meet the definition of being a taxon of the greatest biological vulnerability and conservation concern for which there are very few data, Rec. 24-12, para 8

Background: 8.	The SCRS shall, in 2024, review existing data and information relating to the life history and conservation status of mobulid rays, and confirm whether they meet the definition of being a taxon of the greatest biological vulnerability and conservation concern for which there are very few data. Should this be the case, the SCRS shall advise on the appropriateness of applying precautionary management measures such as a prohibition on retention. The SCRS may also identify options for future research and data collection, as well as advise on other mitigation measures.

In 2024 the Committee responded to the Commission request (ref. to item 19.24 in the 2024 SCRS plenary report) by recommending giving full effect to Rec. 23-14. In 2024 the Commission adopted Rec. 24-12 that repealed and replaced Rec. 23-14. 

The Committee now understands that it is no longer necessary to respond to this request until new information on mitigation measures or research lines are presented. 


19.23 The SCRS shall periodically advise on the geographic range distribution of basking shark and great white shark, Rec. 25-07, para 7

Background: Notwithstanding paragraph 6, the SCRS shall in 2026 and periodically thereafter advise on the geographic range distribution of basking shark and great white shark. CPCs with vessels operating exclusively outside of the advised geographical range shall subsequently, upon Commission decision based on SCRS advice, be exempted from the measures under paragraphs 1, 2 and 3. The exemption analysis should be species specific, taking into consideration the range distribution of both species. If the SCRS finds this geographical range to be inaccurate, the exemption will not apply.

No documents were presented in 2026 to the Committee regarding the geographic range distribution of these species. In addition, no CPC requested exemption from measures contained in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of Rec. 25-07. 


19.24 CPCs shall present to the SCRS the statistical methodology used to estimate dead discards and live releases, the SCRS shall review and approve the methods and, if not scientifically sound, shall provide relevant feedback to the CPCs to improve them, Rec. 25-08, para 14

During 2026 documents related to the statistical methodology to estimate shortfin mako captures, complying with Rec. 21-09 and Rec. 25-08, were presented by South Africa (DaSilva et al., (in press) SCRS/2026/134), EU-Portugal (DaSilva et al., (in press) SCRS/2026/082), EU-Spain (Baez et al., (in press) SCRS/2026/097) and Namibia (Jagger et al., (in press) SCRS/2026/135) to the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (WGSAM).


19.25 The SCRS shall continue to prioritize research, Rec. 25-08 para 20

Background: The SCRS shall continue to prioritize research into: identifying mating, pupping and nursery grounds, and other high concentration areas of South Atlantic shortfin mako; options for spatial-temporal measures; mitigation measures (inter alia, gear configuration and modification, deployment options), together with the benefits and disadvantages for the objectives of the rebuilding programme, aimed at further improving stock status; and other areas the SCRS deems helpful both to improving stock assessments and reducing shortfin mako mortality. In addition, CPCs are encouraged to investigate at vessel and post-release mortality of shortfin mako including, but not exclusively through, the incorporation of hook-timers and of satellite tagging programmes.

The Shark Research and Data Collection Programme (SRDCP) started in 2014 with its focus on different aspects of the life history, stock structure, and fisheries of the shortfin mako. Since then, a large amount of work has been done, producing very valuable information regarding the age and growth of the species, stock structure, movements, habitat use, and post release mortality. Most of the information produced has been used in the 2025 – 2026 shortfin mako assessments. However, there is still uncertainty on some aspects of the life history of this species, and those remain as priority for the SRDCP. 


19.26 The SCRS shall explore the benefits of installing mini data loggers to have a better understanding of the effects of the soaking time, fishing depths and environmental characteristics underpinning higher incidental catches of shortfin mako, Rec. 25-08, para 21

Background: Taking into account that hotspots of incidental catches may occur in areas and periods with specific oceanographic conditions, the SCRS shall continue the development of a pilot project to explore the benefits of installing mini data loggers on the mainline and on the branchlines of longline fishing vessels which participate in the project on a voluntary basis targeting ICCAT species that have potential interactions with shortfin mako sharks. The SCRS shall provide guidance on the basic characteristics, minimum number and positions to install the mini data loggers with a view to have a better understanding of the effects of the soaking time, fishing depths and environmental characteristics underpinning higher incidental catches of shortfin mako.

The use of hook timers and small data loggers, including time–depth and temperature–depth recorders (TRDs), was proposed as a potential long-term research activity under the Shark Research and Data Collection Programme (SRDCP) in the coming years. The use of TDRs started in 2025 and continued in 2026. A first preliminary analysis on the use of mini data loggers on pelagic longline vessels was presented to the SCRS in document Coelho et al., (in press) (SCRS/2026/242). A total of 93 sets were monitored, where 528 TDR were deployed, with only 9 records of captures (four blue sharks + five swordfish). The information retrieved from the TDRs is very valuable as it provides environmental data as well as time at capture, and behavior of the captured specimen. However, as has been mentioned before, this is a long-term study, even more so when thinking about a species like the shortfin mako. The SRDCP will continue with this study in the following years and will start also working with National Programs that also use TDRs. 


19.27 The SCRS shall provide to the Commission, whenever new information becomes available, updated advice on mitigation measures aimed at further reducing shortfin mako mortality, Rec. 25‑08, para 22a

Background: 

a)	The SCRS shall provide to the Commission, whenever new information becomes available, updated advice on mitigation measures aimed at further reducing shortfin mako mortality. CPCs applying paragraph 8 shall submit to the SCRS information by fishery on the technical and other management measures they have implemented for reducing total fishing mortality of South Atlantic shortfin mako sharks, except the CPCs that have already provided this information to the ICCAT Secretariat. The SCRS shall review this information and advise the Commission on which tools and approaches have been most effective at reducing fishing mortality with a view to recommending specific measures that should be considered for adoption by the Commission.  

The Committee noted that no new documents were submitted in 2026 to the SCRS giving compliance to this Commission request. 

Documents presenting information on the use and effectiveness of different mitigation measures have been presented to the Committee in the last few years. This information on mitigation measures has been discussed on various occasions by the Sharks Species Group, and in the Subcommittee on Ecosystems and Bycatch. However, there is still no definition nor recommendation on the most effective measures to reduce fishing mortality of this species.


19.28 SCRS shall assess the potential benefits of both minimum and maximum size limits for live retention, Rec. 25-08, para 22b

Background: b)	Taking into account the information on the technical and other management measures submitted by CPCs in subparagraph a) above, the SCRS shall assess the potential benefits of both minimum and maximum size limits for live retention (applied separately or in combination), in particular sex specific sizes at maturity based on the best available science, particularly when considered in combination with other management measures, to meet required mortality reductions.     

No documents were presented in 2026 to the Committee giving compliance to the Commission request in Rec. 21-09 para. 21b and Rec. 25-08 para. 22b. 

Based on the information available, the SCRS does not have a conclusion on whether size restrictions for this species are effective tools to meet the required mortality reductions. 


19.29 SCRS shall advise on the most effective technical measures to reduce fishing mortality for shortfin mako, while also providing information and advice on the tradeoff for the catches of the target species by fishery, Rec. 25-08, para 22c

Background: 

c)	The SCRS shall advise the Commission on the most effective technical measures that should be implemented to reduce fishing mortality for shortfin mako while also providing information and advice on the tradeoff for the catches of the target species by fishery.  

No documents were presented in 2026 to the SCRS giving compliance to the Commission request. Based on the information available, the SCRS does not have a conclusion on effective technical measures to reduce shortfin mako fishing mortality.

The Committee is aware of pilot studies ongoing with traplines (ICCAT Rec. 25-09), and will be evaluating the effect of this gear modification on target and bycatch species, including sharks.


19.30 SCRS shall review the reported landings and discards of longfin mako shark, Rec. 25-08, para 23

Background: The SCRS shall review the reported landings and discards of longfin mako shark to identify any unexpected inconsistencies that could be the result of misidentification between the two mako species, for the purpose of formulating management advice.

The Committee reviewed the reported nominal catches of longfin mako shark in the last years. Insofar as the possible reporting of shortfin mako as longfin mako, no inconsistencies related to possible misidentification of the species were found.


19.31 SCRS shall calculate the retention level of North Atlantic shortfin mako Rec. 21-09 para 5c 

Background: Permissible retention shall be pursuant to the following process: 

c) Starting in 2023 and annually thereafter, the SCRS will use Annex 1 to calculate a possible level of retention, including eligible CPCs’ individual retention allowances, allowed in the subsequent year, and provide the results to the Commission. 

The Committee reviewed all data submissions for North Atlantic shortfin mako for 2025. The reported data on landings, dead discards and live releases of 2025 are presented in the Table below. Highlighted in blue, those values that the SCRS considered the need to be estimated based on the reported captures of the three previous years. 

	 
	Landings
	Dead discards
	Live releases

	FlagName
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Cabo Verde
	2.58
	0.86
	0.00
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Canada
	0.12
	 
	 
	11.60
	13.63
	10.40
	23.33
	44.57
	47.03

	China PR
	 
	 
	 
	3.64
	5.76
	20.93
	6.74
	20.90
	34.35

	Chinese Taipei
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	5.76
	2.05
	3.31
	4.86
	1.70
	2.81

	EU-España
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	935.65
	714.40
	452.75
	706.35
	435.77
	269.93

	EU-France
	0.45
	0.19
	0.04
	0.56
	0.13
	0.18
	0.15
	0.15
	0.00

	EU-Portugal
	0.25
	0.86
	0.09
	58.58
	47.15
	42.91
	108.93
	87.93
	77.63

	Japan
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	11.45
	18.11
	11.03
	9.00
	14.23
	8.67

	Korea Rep
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.10
	 
	 
	0.00
	 
	 

	Maroc
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	8.81
	56.15
	67.31
	15.30
	181.27
	27.51

	Mexico
	2.15
	1.45
	0.71
	0.07
	0.00
	0.00
	0.62
	0.14
	0.44

	Panama
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	2.75
	 
	 

	Russian Federation
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.25
	1.13
	0.05

	Trinidad and Tobago
	0.25
	0.13
	0.08
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	UK-Bermuda
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	 
	0.00
	0.04
	0.09
	0.09

	USA
	0.29
	0.98
	0.00
	28.62
	9.33
	19.48
	43.75
	34.82
	37.53

	Venezuela
	5.76
	5.07
	1.36
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	11.85
	9.55
	2.27
	1064.84
	866.71
	628.30
	922.05
	822.70
	506.02



Retention allowance for the northern stock

Considering all CPCs, the preliminary Committee estimates were as follows:

· Retained catch (landings): 2.27 t
· Dead discards: 628.30 t
· Live discards: 506.02 t

Using a post-release mortality rate of 29.4% (Domingo et al., 2025), the “total fishing mortality from all sources” (the value needed for Rec. 21-09, Annex 1, paragraph 1a) for 2025 was estimated as 779.34 t.

According to Annex 1 of Rec. 21-09, these values are then subtracted from the amount established in Rec. 21-09, paragraph 4a (250 t), to estimate the “dead bycatch retention allowance” in 2026 (see equation 1 below). 

       “limit from Rec. 21-09” – “fishing mortality 2025” = “dead bycatch retention allowance in 2027” 	(1)

If the “dead bycatch retention allowance” amount is negative, no retention is to be allowed in 2027. 

The dead bycatch retention allowance was calculated to be -529.34. Therefore, the possible retention allowance for 2027 (calculated with Annex 1) is 0 t. In accordance with paragraph 1c of Annex 1, CPCs shall prohibit retaining onboard, transhipping, and landing, whole or in part, North Atlantic shortfin mako caught in association with ICCAT fisheries in year Y+1 (in this case 2027).


19.32 SCRS shall calculate the retention level of South Atlantic shortfin mako, Rec. 25-08 para 7

Background: For subsequent years, the SCRS will use Annex 1 to calculate a possible level of retention, including eligible CPCs’ individual retention allowances, allowed in the subsequent year, and provide the results to the Commission. The Secretariat shall provide a paper to Panel 4 including the CPCs permissible retentions based on the advice from the SCRS and potential paybacks. The Commission shall validate the permissible retention in the subsequent year.

The Committee reviewed all data submissions for South Atlantic shortfin mako for 2025. The reported data on landings, dead discards and live releases of 2023 - 2025 for the southern shortfin mako are presented in the table below:

	 
	Landings
	Dead discards
	Live releases

	Flag Name
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2023
	2024
	2025
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Angola
	13.79
	2.15
	13.06
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Belize
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Brazil
	121.00
	30.39
	0.00
	 
	 
	44.00
	 
	 
	 

	China PR
	 
	 
	 
	3.28
	0.36
	 
	6.07
	1.30
	 

	Chinese Taipei
	2.00
	4.84
	1.00
	6.56
	13.73
	16.33
	3.00
	6.00
	7.00

	Côte d'Ivoire
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Curaçao
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	El Salvador
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	EU-España
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	187.40
	270.96
	215.00
	120.30
	150.35
	88.00

	EU-France
	0,00
	0,00
	0,00
	0.07
	0.02
	0.00
	0.59
	0.00
	0.00

	EU-Portugal
	 
	 
	 
	24.23
	21.60
	22.52
	43.84
	39.07
	40.74

	Ghana
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Guatemala
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Japan
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.63
	1.89
	4.85
	1.23
	3.66
	6.70

	Korea Rep
	0.00
	0.00
	 
	0.18
	0.00
	 
	0.00
	 
	 

	Namibia
	545.29
	253.63
	260.62
	 
	 
	0.0 
	 
	 
	224.65* 

	Panama
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	0.09
	 
	 

	Philippines
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Senegal
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	South Africa
	96.00
	139.60
	90.22
	0.00
	0.00
	17.00
	0.07
	4.32
	1.00

	UK-Sta Helena
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	 
	 
	 
	0.00
	0.02
	 

	Uruguay
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL
	778.08
	430.61
	364.90
	222.36
	308.54
	319.70
	175.19
	204.72
	368.09


* The amount of Namibian live releases submitted after the data submission deadline but was confirmed during the SCRS Plenary for use in this response to the Commission. Note that the discards of Namibia are not included in any other fisheries table of this Report.

Retention allowance

Considering all CPCs, the preliminary Committee estimates were as follows:

· Retained catch (landings): 364.90 t
· Dead discards: 319.70 t
· Live discards: 368.09 t

Using a post-release mortality rate of 29.4% (Domingo et al., 2025) the “total fishing mortality from all sources” (the value needed for Rec. 22-11, Annex 1, paragraph 1a) for 2025 was estimated as 792.82 t.

According to Annex 1 of Rec. 25-08, if the total estimated fishing mortality from the previous year (Y-1) is lower than the mortality limit established in paragraph 3 (i.e. 1,000 t), retention in Y+1 shall be allowed.

Total fishing mortality in year 2025: 792.82 t. Then, the dead bycatch retention allowance (hereinafter “retention allowance”) for 2027 is 1,000 t.

To estimate the retention allowance to be shared between CPCs for year 2027, the fishing mortality from year 2025 (dead discards and live releases with a post release mortality value, excluding landings) shall be subtracted from total mortality agreed in this measure (i.e. 1,000 t). The resulting amount shall be referred to as the dead bycatch retention allowance (hereinafter “retention allowance”) for the year 2027.

Fishing mortality 2025 = Dead Discards + (Live Releases * PRM)
Fishing mortality 2025 = 319.70 + (368.09 * PRM)
Fishing mortality 2025 = 319.70 + 108.22
Fishing mortality 2025 =    427.92 t

Retention allowance 2027 = 1,000 – Fishing mortality 2025
Retention allowance 2027 = 1,000 – 427.92 t
Retention allowance 2027 = 572.08 t

If retention is permissible, the retention allowance for each CPC will be calculated using the following formula:




The individual CPC retention allowance for the year 2027 would be as follows:

	CPC
	2027 Individual Retention Allowance

	Angola
	0.00

	Belize
	5.82

	Brazil
	 41.19

	China PR
	1.28

	Chinese Taipei
	27.78

	Côte d'Ivoire
	 3.75

	Curaçao
	0.00

	El Salvador
	0.00

	European Union
	231.01

	Ghana
	0.00

	Guatemala
	0.00

	Japan
	 23.64

	Korea Rep
	 1.62

	Namibia
	 149.95

	Panama
	0.00

	Philippines
	1.79

	Senegal
	1.94

	South Africa
	82.21

	UK-Sta Helena
	0.04

	Uruguay
	0.07

	TOTAL
	572.08




19.33 Evaluation of data completeness on sharks, Rec. 21-09 para 15 and Rec. 25-08 para 16  

Background:

(Rec. 21-09 para 15) The SCRS shall evaluate the completeness of Task 1 and 2 data submissions, including estimates of total dead discards and live releases. If, after conducting this evaluation, the SCRS determines that significant gaps in data reporting exist, or, following the review in paragraph 13, that the methodology used by one or more CPCs to estimate dead discards and live releases is not scientifically sound, the SCRS shall inform the Commission that the data for those CPCs are inappropriate for inclusion in the calculation of the retention allowance. In this case, the SCRS shall estimate dead discards and live releases for those CPCs for use in the retention allowance calculation.


(Rec. 25-08 para 16) To allow for future assessments of the stock, the SCRS shall evaluate the completeness of Task 1 and 2 data submissions, including estimates of total dead discards and live releases. If, after conducting this evaluation, the SCRS determines that significant gaps in data reporting exist, or, following the review in paragraph 14, that the methodology used by one or more CPCs to estimate dead discards and live releases is not scientifically sound, the SCRS shall inform the Commission that the data for those CPCs are inappropriate for inclusion in the calculation of the retention allowance. In this case, the SCRS shall estimate dead discards and live releases for those CPCs for use in the retention allowance calculation.

The revision of data completeness of Task 1 and 2 was done and questions clarified any inconsistencies, for the calculation of retention allowance. For more details on the revision, please refer to items 19.31 and 19.32 of this Report.

As discussed previously, the Committee expressed its concern on the task requested by the Commission that the SCRS has to identify and report inappropriate data reported by CPCs. The Committee agreed to work with the most updated data available in ICCAT Database, as it is considered the best information available.


Recommendations

Billfishes

· The Committee recommends improving estimates of natural mortality (M) and considering developing a vector of natural mortality M at age for all billfish species.

· The Committee recommends a thorough review of the blue and white marlin and sailfish indices of abundance, including a clear definition of the catch used (landed only or landed and discards), fishing effort definition, data source (logbook, observer programmes, others), and if the catch includes strictly identified white marlin versus roundscale spearfish. It should also include potential factors that may affect catchability in both target and bycatch fisheries. And exploring the possibility of estimating a multifleet LL CPUE as has already been done for other ICCAT species, in order to address the conflicting CPUE trends that the Committee faced during the billfish stock assessments.

Sharks

· The Committee intends to continue working 2027-2029 on the two blue shark MSEs (North and South Atlantic stocks). Specifically for 2027 the technical team will work on the OMs conditioning with updated time series information (using the same fleet structure that in the last assessment), aiming to develop the final set of OMs for the MSE. To advance this work, the Committee recommends the Commission provide management objectives for the North and South Atlantic blue shark stocks, including clarity for the Committee on the interest of addressing interactions between target and bycatch species within the MSE while maintaining a single stock framework.

· The Committee noted the importance of improving shark statistics and assessments in the Mediterranean Sea and recommended establishing this issue as a priority. For 2027, the Committee recommends focusing on blue shark as a first priority, but also start collecting data from the other species. The specific plans for 2027 are to conduct a Mediterranean Sea blue shark stock assessment, including scheduling a data preparatory meeting to evaluate data and models that can be used, and a stock assessment meeting.

Small Tunas

· Sample collection is the basis of the work; to this end, noting that sample collection and analysis is the basis for the biological work of the Small Tunas Species Group and that some of the major harvesters of small tunas do not provide samples to ICCAT, the Committee recommends that the Commission notes these challenges and tasks the Secretariat to send a formal request to the relevant CPCs to make samples of small tunas available to the Small Tunas Year Programme (SMTYP) coordinators. 

· The Committee reiterated its strong concerns regarding the persistent data gaps in the ICCAT fisheries statistics database and in the availability of biological samples to develop the studies required for a proper stock assessment for small tuna. Particularly, the Committee expressed concerns that small tuna catches, although having a very high social importance as a source of protein for coastal communities, are systematically underreported to ICCAT, and that the knowledge on their ecology and biology is scarce. This fact is due to many reasons that makes their monitoring very challenging, including: the artisanal nature of many fisheries; the wide geographical dispersion and remoteness of landing sites; the limited coverage or complete absence of national monitoring programs, which frequently prioritize species of higher commercial value; the lack of technical expertise in species identification and sampling protocols; and insufficient ICCAT funding available to assist developing countries in strengthening their monitoring systems. Considering these challenges, the Committee recommended:

· Scheduling a dedicated discussion to explore strategies for addressing this issue, with the goal of developing a long-term plan to improve small tuna fisheries data collection in the Mediterranean, particularly along the northern African coast, Eastern Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico.

· SCRS scientists proceed with data recovery/historical data collection activities and present the results as SCRS documents to the Small Tunas Species Group and the Subcommittee on Statistics, aiming at improving the planned activities related to the upcoming stock assessments.

· Recent genetic studies have identified two groups within BON: Group 1 (Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal, Morocco) and Group 2 (EU-Portugal and EU-Spain, and Tunisia), with EU-Malta’s position in relation to these groups is still unclear. A distinction at the species level has also been confirmed between the northern LTA (EU-Portugal, Tunisia) and the southern LTA, with further analysis revealing heterogeneity between Senegal and Côte d’Ivoire, and minor differences between EU-Malta and the             EU-Portugal and EU-Spain group. The inclusion of these findings in the ICCAT Manual should be done by a small group of expert in coordination with the Secretariat in 2027.

Swordfish 

The Committee recognized the expanding use of trapline gear on swordfish longline fisheries and recommended the following actions to address this issue:

· CPCs implement measures that allow the use of this new gear to be recorded in their logbooks and fishery databases;
· CPCs and the SCRS to conduct work to understand the extent to which this gear is being used, specifically, the initial year in which the gear entered in the fishery and the associated historical catches; the area (Atlantic, Mediterranean or both); the fleets using the gear; the number of vessels using it; whether it is used alone or together with longline gear and, in such a case, in which proportion; 
· CPCs and the SCRS, to conduct work on CPUE analysis specific to this gear, for both target and non‑target species.

The Committee reiterated that it is important for the Committee to understand that data and the methodology used by CPCs to estimate live and dead discards. The Committee reminded CPCs that have not yet presented documentation or not provided sufficient information to do so. Estimation procedure authors should consult the review procedure and checklist in Annex 1 of the Report of the Second Intersessional Meeting of the Subcommittee on Statistics which will be published in the Col. Vol. Sci. Pap. ICCAT, 83(9).



1 / 2
image1.png
Spawning Biomass (1)

250000

200000

100000

oo

550

190

[Ea

190

E3
Year

200

w0

2




image2.emf
  1 


