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Title of the Proposed Draft Recommendation/Resolution: Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 25-04 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean

Title of currently in force recommendation(s) or resolution(s) addressing the same or related issues: Recommendation by ICCAT replacing Recommendation 24-05 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean (Rec. 25-04)

1. Does it create new reporting obligation(s) for CPCs?     Yes  ☒ 		No  ☐ 

Brief description of new reporting obligation(s): 

Obligation for the CPC fishing under the derogation.

2. Does it require additional input or work by the SCRS?    Yes  ☐		No  ☒

Is this work already included in the current SCRS workplan     Yes  ☐ 		No  ☒

Brief description of new scientific work required (i.e. stock assessment, analysis, external consultant):

3. Does it involve the creation of a new working group or intersessional process?    Yes  ☐     No  ☒ 

4. Does it require a new programme or additional activities to be managed by the Secretariat?  

Yes  ☐ 		No  ☒ 

Brief description of new Secretariat work required: 

5. What is the proposed timeframe for implementation, and are there different specific timeframes for certain CPCs, fisheries, regions, etc.: 

If adopted at the 2026 Annual Meeting, the draft Recommendation would enter into force in accordance with Article VIII of the ICCAT Convention. Eligible CPCs would then be able to authorize purse seine vessels flying their flag to operate under the derogation in 2027 from the date of entry into force, provided that all conditions of paragraph 101 bis are met.

6. Is there any other relevant information regarding the resource and workload implications of the proposal: No.


Explanatory note to the Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending the 
Recommendation 25-04 establishing a multi-annual management plan for 
bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean

(submitted by Norway)

Norway proposes a narrowly defined derogation from the requirement for 100% ICCAT regional observer coverage on purse seine vessels, subject to alternative monitoring and control measures. The proposal develops the approach presented in Norway’s “Discussion Paper: Towards an alternative observer approach in the Norwegian purse seine fishery” [IMM_17/2026] at the 19th Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (IMM) (1-5 June 2026).

As described in the discussion paper [IMM_17/2026], the Norwegian fishery is conducted by multi-purpose pelagic vessels that also fish for species such as herring, mackerel and blue whiting. Bluefin tuna availability is unpredictable, and fishing opportunities depend on short windows of suitable weather and fish sightings. Late-season operations may also be constrained by limited daylight. Deploying regional observers at short notice can therefore be difficult and costly relative to the activity and catches involved, including on trips without catches. These constraints can discourage participation and limit quota utilisation.

The proposed derogation is restricted to purse seine vessels fishing exclusively in waters under the jurisdiction of their flag CPC in the Northeast Atlantic and landing retained bluefin tuna directly from the catching vessel in a designated port of that CPC. It excludes live transfer, towing, caging, farming, transhipment and live storage. It would therefore not cover operations under Norway’s separate pilot project for short-term live storage.

Eligibility would be further limited to CPCs with a total annual eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna quota below 1,000 tonnes that fall within the exception in paragraph 21 of Rec. 25-04 and have demonstrated to the SCRS that purse seine catch rates in the waters concerned are lower than those used in the 2009 fishing capacity calculations. These conditions limit the derogation to fisheries with specific geographical and operational characteristics.

The alternative measures combine electronic departure notifications and daily catch reports covering every fishing operation, including zero catches; Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) reporting at intervals of no more than ten minutes during the authorization period; and electronic submission of certified landing declarations as soon as landing is completed. They also require risk-based full landing inspections, national observer coverage of at least 20% of fishing days during each season, systematic cross-checking of the relevant records, and continuous monitoring by the flag CPC Fisheries Monitoring Centre.

Norway’s aim is to maintain effective monitoring, catch verification and traceability while making observer requirements proportionate to the fishery. The proposal introduces paragraph 101 bis and a corresponding exception in paragraph 103. The remaining provisions of Rec. 25-04 and the applicable catch documentation requirements continue to apply.
Draft Recommendation by ICCAT amending the Recommendation 25-04 establishing a multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean

(submitted by Norway)

The proposed amendments to Rec. 25-04 are as follows:

1. 	The following paragraph 101 bis is inserted after paragraph 101:

101 bis. By way of derogation from the first indent of paragraph 101 and from paragraph 103, a CPC may authorize purse seine vessels flying its flag to fish for bluefin tuna without an ICCAT regional observer on board, provided that the fishery is limited to purse seine vessels operating exclusively in waters under the jurisdiction of the flag CPC in the Northeast Atlantic, that all retained bluefin tuna catches are landed directly in a designated port of the flag CPC, and that no live transfer, towing, caging, farming, transhipment or live storage of bluefin tuna takes place.

This derogation shall apply only to CPCs with a total annual quota for eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna of less than 1,000 tonnes. Such CPCs shall fall within the exception provided for in paragraph 21 of this Recommendation and shall have demonstrated to the SCRS that purse seine catch rates in the waters concerned are lower than the corresponding rates used in the 2009 fishing capacity calculations.

The vessels operating under this derogation shall comply with the following conditions:

a) the vessel shall fish for bluefin tuna exclusively in waters under the jurisdiction of its flag CPC;

b) all bluefin tuna retained from a fishing operation shall be brought on board the catching vessel and landed directly from that vessel in a designated port of its flag CPC. Landing in the port of another CPC, live transfer, towing, caging, farming, transhipment and live storage shall not be permitted;

c) the vessel shall use an electronic reporting system, including a departure notification before the vessel leaves port to fish for bluefin tuna. Daily catch reports shall include information on each fishing operation, including operations with zero catch, and shall be transmitted no later than 23:59 UTC on the day concerned;

d) the vessel shall transmit VMS positions to the flag CPC Fisheries Monitoring Centre at intervals of no more than ten minutes during the period in which it is authorized to fish for bluefin tuna; and

e) as soon as the landing has been completed, the landing declaration shall be signed or otherwise electronically certified by the fisher or master of the catching vessel and by the buyer and transmitted electronically to the flag CPC competent authorities.

The flag CPC shall apply the following control measures:

f) landings of bluefin tuna by vessels operating under this derogation shall be subject to inspection by the flag CPC competent authorities on the basis of a risk assessment system;

g) inspections carried out under subparagraph f) shall be full landing inspections. Inspectors shall monitor the entire landing, including the entire weighing process, and shall cross-check the landing against the prior notice of port entry, VMS data, the electronic logbook, landing declarations and sales notes;

h) during inspections carried out under subparagraph f), inspectors shall verify that no bluefin tuna remains on board once the landing has been completed and the landing declaration or sales note has been signed or otherwise electronically certified;

i) the flag CPC competent authorities shall ensure that national observers are deployed on board for at least 20% of the fishing days in the bluefin tuna fishery during each fishing season. Deployments shall be selected on the basis of a risk assessment;

j) the flag CPC competent authorities shall use VMS data transmitted at the intervals specified in subparagraph d) to cross-check electronic catch reports and to assess whether fishing operations have taken place and whether catches, including zero catches, have been duly reported;

k) the flag CPC competent authorities shall cross-check electronic reports, VMS data, landing declarations, inspection reports, sales notes and, where applicable, eBCD data; and

l) the fishery shall be subject to monitoring 24 hours a day, seven days a week, by the flag CPC Fisheries Monitoring Centre.


2. 	Paragraph 103 is replaced by the following:

103. Except as provided in paragraph 101 bis, purse seine vessels without an ICCAT regional observer on board shall not be authorized to fish or to operate in the bluefin tuna fishery.
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