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Statement by the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela on the possible allocation
of yellowfin tuna catch quotas
(submitted by Venezuela)

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela extends its greetings to the distinguished delegates and representatives of the Contracting Parties to ICCAT and to the Secretariat, and thanks them in advance for their outstanding work over the past year.

We address you with deep concern regarding the criteria being considered for the allocation of yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares, YFT) catch quotas. We have noted with concern that the current proposals envisage the inclusion of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela within ‘Group C’ (small harvesters), a categorisation that does not correspond to our historical reality, nor to our fishing capacities and investments. To provide a fair context for the current situation in our sector, it is imperative that this Commission be made aware of the following fundamental arguments:

1. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has historically maintained a robust and diversified commercial fleet. However, over the last six (6) years, our industrial fishing fleet – particularly the purse seine fleet – has been forced to cease operations and has been unable to operate at full capacity. This temporary inactivity has been a direct consequence of the multifaceted impact caused by the unilateral coercive measures imposed against our nation. These restrictions, which are unrelated to fishing activities, have severely limited access to fuel, spare parts, specialist maintenance and international port infrastructure. Consequently, the recent decline in our catches is due to a geopolitical force majeure and not to a lack of commercial interest on the part of the Venezuelan State.

2. The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has a historical average catch of over 6,000 t when our entire fleet (purse seine, baitboat and longline) is fully operational. Relegating to the “small harvesters” group based solely on data from recent years – which have been affected by the circumstances described above – presents serious technical and socio-economic disadvantages, such as:

· Classifying us in Group C would allocate a marginal catch limit to us, stifling our activity and impeding the legitimate right to development of a coastal fishing nation.
· Not taking Venezuela’s historical catches into account would be to disregard our country’s traditional and consolidated fishing effort, thereby doubly penalising developing countries facing temporary crises.
· Fisheries for highly migratory species, such as yellowfin tuna, are the driving force behind the national and local economies along our coasts, directly and indirectly ensuring employment for thousands of citizens. Entire industries, ports, shipyards, fishing gear suppliers and the economies of local communities depend directly on the processing and marketing of this resource.
· In Venezuela’s current context, yellowfin tuna catches constitute an irreplaceable pillar of the Venezuelan people’s sovereignty and food security.
· Countries that have been able to keep their fleets operational throughout the period (without external blockades) would be allocated larger quotas, while Venezuela would be penalised due to circumstances beyond its control and unrelated to its actual fishing capacity.
· A reduced quota would discourage the investment needed to revive the purse seine fleet, perpetuating the underutilisation of our fishing capacity and hampering the sector’s economic recovery.

In conclusion, the Venezuelan State maintains its longline and baitboat fleets operational, and we are currently engaged in an active process of reorganisation and investment to fully reactivate the purse seine fleet in the Atlantic Ocean. A restrictive allocation would leave us in an unfairly limited position for this resumption of operations. While we firmly support the conservation and sustainability objectives for fish stocks promoted by ICCAT, we request that the measures adopted be equitable, realistic and differentiated. Disproportionate burdens must not be imposed on developing countries whose food security depends on marine activities.

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela therefore urges that decisions be based on robust historical data series, which, in our case, the country has provided with rigour and responsibility over the years for the assessment of fish stocks. Furthermore, bearing in mind that the latest stock assessment for yellowfin tuna in 2024 indicates that yellowfin tuna is neither overfished nor subject to overfishing, and considering that this fishery is of strategic and irreplaceable importance to our nation, we cannot agree to the adoption of restrictive measures that compromise the legitimate development and progressive growth of our fisheries sector.

The Venezuelan State reiterates the need to establish a flexible and constructive forum for dialogue; a mechanism that reconciles the essential preservation of biological resources with full safeguarding of the socio-economic integrity and food security of our people; as well as our unwavering commitment to the international fisheries management and to the ongoing provision of transparent scientific information.
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