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Responses and recommendations from the SCRS relevant to the Compliance Committee (COC)

The 2026 responses to the Commission and recommendations from the SCRS that are relevant to COC were compiled by the Secretariat directly from the 2026 SCRS Plenary meeting report (document PLE-104). The Recommendations with financial implications are not contained herein, as those are included in Appendix 2 of the ICCAT budget proposal (document STF-203).


Responses to the Commission

Subcommittee on Statistics

19.2 Norway requests a partial exemption from submission of the ICCAT Shark Implementation Check Sheet, Rec. 18-06, para 3 

Background: Norway requests a partial exemption from submission of the ICCAT Shark Implementation Check Sheet under Rec. 18-06, paragraph 3, following the procedure adopted in COC_328/2025. Norway has one fishery targeting tuna and tuna-like species in the Convention area: the fishery for Atlantic bluefin tuna, prosecuted within the Norwegian Exclusive Economic Zone between 59.8°N and 64.3°N with purse seine, longline and pole and line. Three species on the ICCAT list of oceanic, pelagic and highly migratory elasmobranchs were recorded in Norwegian fisheries, all taken in gears the bluefin tuna fishery does not employ. Norway therefore requests exemption limited to six recommendations concerning species whose distributions do not extend to the area of the fishery, and will continue to complete the Check Sheet in full for all others.

Following the procedure adopted in “SCRS Response on Exemption of presentation of Shark Check Sheet” [COC_328/2025], Norway presented the document Mjørlund 2026 (SCRS/2026/257) to the SCRS with detailed information on areas of operation of their ICCAT fisheries, as well as information on recorded interactions with ICCAT-listed sharks by Norwegian vessels in the period 2015-2026. Base on the information presented, the Committee understand that Norway´s request of partial exemption for Rec. 23-11, Rec. 25-08, Rec. 10-07, Rec. 10-08, Rec. 11-08 and Rec. 09-07, is well founded, and therefore accepted.
 
According to the adopted procedure, the partial exemption will be valid for the period 2027–2031. However, Norway will have to confirm every year in their Annual Report that no changes in their fisheries have been produced.

To renew the exemption, Norway will have to present a new request in 2031 for another five-year period.


Recommendations

· Noting the interest of the Commission to streamline the reporting requirements and avoid unnecessary duplications in data reporting, the Committee recommends that the Commission notes that the information included in the CPCs’ Annual Reports Part I is already provided to the subsidiary bodies of the Committee in a more detailed, accurate and useful manner through other sources. Therefore, the Committee is of the view that Part I of the CPCs’ Annual Reports do not provide any added value to its scientific work. 
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