Original: English

Information submitted by some CPCs in Section 2 - Part 2.2 of their Annual Report 
(ICCAT Secretariat)

Section 2 – Part 2.2 of the 2026 Annual Report invites CPCs to inform the Commission of primary difficulties encountered in the implementation of and compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures during the year 2025.

The ICCAT Secretariat has summarized these issues and provided complete Section 2 – Part 2.2 information as reported in document COC_311/2026 and its addenda. The goal of this summary is to assist the Compliance Committee (COC) in its consideration of the need for technical assistance that may be useful to Contracting Parties in Compliance matters. Table 1 provides a thematic summary of the issues, improvements, or requests encountered by each CPC. For further ease of reference, Annex 1 includes the full excerpts that were extracted from all submitted Section 2.2 annual report information in their original version.

While the same CPCs generally continue to report full compliance, the most significant difficulties cited by many CPCs continue to be the lack of human, institutional, and financial capacity. Major practical challenges include the inability to conduct effective observer programmes, particularly on small-scale and artisanal vessels, as well as incomplete collection of bycatch and discard data. These issues are driven by budgetary constraints, a shortage of qualified personnel, and limited technical expertise. Furthermore, operational issues are compounded by slow legislative transposition processes, difficulties in inter-agency coordination, and unsuitable software or data management systems that delay optimal data processing.

Reported challenges

· Limited administrative and technical resources: 

Belize, Bolivia, Cabo Verde, The Gambia, Liberia, Namibia, Senegal, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, United Kingdom Overseas Territories (OTs), Venezuela.

· Lack of human resources or institutional capacity: 

Angola, Belize, Costa Rica, The Gambia, Mexico, Senegal, Suriname, Venezuela.

· Financial limitations:

Belize, Cabo Verde, The Gambia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Suriname, United Kingdom OTs.

· Limited knowledge for administration, observers, or inspections: 

The Gambia, Ghana, Liberia, Namibia, Suriname, United Kingdom OTs.

· Unsuitable IT or data management systems: 

Ghana, Morocco, Philippines, Senegal, Tunisia (requested improved traceability of submissions via IOMS).

· Observer programme:

Angola, Cabo Verde, Canada, Costa Rica, Morocco, Namibia, Panama, Senegal, St. Vincent and the Grenadines Venezuela, Suriname. United Kingdom OTs, Venezuela.

· Small-scale fleet monitoring and scientific data/bycatch: 

Angola, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Chinese Taipei, Costa Rica, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Morocco, Russia.


Most of these same CPCs are still reporting the need to build capacity that will improve implementation of monitoring programmes and compliance in conservation measures. The following CPCs have requested assistance from ICCAT (as through programmes like JCAP) for the following: 

· Training, technical, or financial support:

Ghana, Liberia, Morocco, Senegal and Suriname.

Notable efforts and projects
 
Despite the difficulties, many CPCs explicitly mention proactive steps they are taking, often involving ICCAT support:

· [bookmark: _Hlk117520819]Legislative updates, training & management plans: 

Albania, Belize, Gabon, Guinea Republic, Liberia, Namibia, St Vincent and Grenadine, Senegal, Suriname, United Kingdom (OTs), Venezuela.   

· Pilot Projects & Technology: 

Canada, Costa Rica (pilot programme for human and electronic observers), Curaçao (VMS tracking/Web Themis), Ghana (IT software), St Vincent and Grenadines (Data Analysis Project), United Kingdom (EMS trials in Overseas Territories).

Recent progress

Since 2022, the ICCAT Secretariat has deployed the Integrated Online Management System (IOMS) to update the submission of Section 3 (Part I – Statistics and Part II – Management) of the Annual Report, with Secretariat support and guidance. To further assist CPCs and improve submission tracking, it was suggested that IOMS should automatically capture and integrate the submission date of each form into the Annual Report. This feature would maintain a comprehensive submission history, reduce administrative burden, prevent duplicate data entries, and streamline the monitoring of compliance with ICCAT deadlines.

No difficulties
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Of the 46 CPCs that submitted 2026 Annual Reports that included Section 2 - Part 2.2, 17 of them reported neither encounter of difficulties in implementation and compliance for the reporting period, nor relevant fishing activities during the period (Albania, China, Curaçao, El Salvador, Egypt, European Union, France (Saint-Pierre and Miquelon), Guatemala, Guinea (Rep.), Japan, Korea (Rep.), Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Türkiye, United States of America, Uruguay).   
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	Table 1. Thematic summary of the problems encountered by the CPCs in their implementation of and compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures for the year 2025.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	DIFFICULTIES/CHALLENGES
	IMPROVEMENTS/REQUESTS
	OTHERS

	CPC
	Administrative, Technical and/or Financial means
	Requirements Application/Rules transposition
	Coordination / Availabilities / Staff
	Developing countries, small or isolated territories
	Artisanal fleet monitoring
	Limited knowledge
	Deadline and workload
	Required & quality data
	Fleet /Catches /Landings increasing
	By-catch issues
	Sport/Recreational fishing
	IOMS
	Scientific programmes, activities and data
	Unsuitable system and/or IT issues
	Pandemic/Severe weather/Major crisis
	Observers: program, management, accommodation
	Monitoring and data collection program
	Observers program
	Inspection & Control
	Management measures, national jurisdiction, requirement
	Dedicated effort/staff/program/collaboration
	Training: implementation or request
	Redundant or duplicative requirements
	Financial or technical support
	No ICCAT catches /No fleet / No activities
	No difficulties
	No comments
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