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Madrid, 17 April 2017

Mr. S. Depypere

Director

European Commission

DG Maritime Affairs and Fisheries
Rue Joseph 11, 99

1049 Brussels

BELGIUM

SUBJECT: LETTER OF COC CHAIR CONCERNING BUM/WHM OVERHARVEST

Dear Mr. Depypere,

On behalf of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), I am
writing to inform you that, at the 20t Special meeting of ICCAT (14-21 November 2016,
Vilamoura, Portugal), the Commission expressed its concern that, in accordance with Rec. 15-05,
the European Union had overharvest blue and white marlins.

During the Compliance Committee meeting, Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities,
(CPCs) were individually assessed for compliance with ICCAT conservation and management
measures and reporting requirements. Based on the review of the Secretariat Report on Statistics
and Coordination of Research and the 2016 Secretariat’s Report to the Compliance Committee
(COC) and other available information, the Committee noted the following deficiencies for the
European Union (EU):

- overharvest of blue marlins and of white marlins.

The Commission requests the EU to transmit a reply to this letter before 10 October 2017, at
least 30 days before the forthcoming annual meeting, scheduled from 13-21 November 2017. The
response should indicate all the progress made by the EU to address the overharvest of these

species.

Thank you for your attention to these important matters. Please accept assurances of my highest
consideration.

Derek Cfhpbell
- Complidnce Committee Chair

cc: M. Tsamenyi, Commission Chairman
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