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Observer Deployment Final Report


Deployment on Farming Facilities
CAGING OPERATIONS

	Deployment Request Number: 001EU0377

	Farm Name
	

	Farm ICCAT Ref. No.
	

	Farm State:
	EU.España

	Farm Operating Company
	

	Observer Name
	ANA FERREIRA

	Observer ICCAT ID No
	320

	Observer Signature
	



Deployment details
	Activity
	Date from
(dd/mm/yyyy)
	Date to
(dd/mm/yyyy)
	Comment

	Left Home
	10/06/2017
	
	

	Briefing 
	10/06/2017
	
	

	Arrival
	11/06/2017
	
	

	Monitoring
	12/06/2017
	09/09/2017
	Ana Ferreira took over monitoring from Luigi Pizzo on 19/06/2017 

	Departure
	10/09/2017
	
	

	Return Home
	12/09/2017
	
	

	Debriefing
	11/09/2017
	11/09/2017
	


The outputs of both observers, Luigi Pizzo (ROP Nº 282) and Ana Ferreira under the deployment request 001EU0377, are included in this report.
1. Quantity of bluefin tuna on the farm at time of arrival

Table 1: Summary of bluefin tuna per cage
	Cage number
	Number of Tuna (n)
	Amount of fish (kg)

	ESP024
	273
	

	ESP027
	221
	

	ESP030
	1290
	174150

	ESP031
	1400
	182000

	ESP032
	1400
	182000

	ESP033
	1200
	162000



The above are the farm contents as at 21/06/2017, as provided by farm management. 
Refer to Cage Plan, Annex 1


2. Summary of all Caging Operations

Table 2: Summary of Caging
	Caging Op #*
	Start
	End
	Towing Vessel (ICCAT #)
	Towing Vessel Name
	Towing Cage #
	Farm Cage #
	Caging Type**
	Method***
	Monitored by CPC agent []

	
	Date
	Time
	Date
	Time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	12/06/2017
	11:05
	12/06/2017
	13:35
	ATEU0ESP03857
	L'ARENAL
	ESP027R
	ESP030
	Standard
	Caging
	Yes

	2
	14/06/2017
	12:27
	14/06/2017
	14:50
	ATEU0ESP03857
	L'ARENAL
	ESP022R
	ESP032
	Standard
	Caging
	Yes

	3
	15/06/2017
	14:15
	15/06/2017
	15:50
	ATEU0ESP03857
	L'ARENAL
	ESP028R
	ESP033
	Standard
	Caging
	Yes


*	Caging operation number: Unique identification field linked to the deployment data set  
**	Standard / Inter-farm Transfer
***	Mooring or a transfer between towing and farm cages 
All of the caging operations were monitored by Luigi Pizzo.
For COP1, The towing vessel listed in the authorisation was Ikara, not l’Arenal. 
For COP2, the towing vessel listed by both the ITD and the authorisation was Sierra Aitana, not l’Arenal. 
For COP3, the towing vessel listed in the authorisation was Floriano y Caela, not l’Arenal.


Table 2a: Summary of Control Transfers at Caging
	Caging Op #

	Control
Op #*
	Start
	End
	Towing Vessel (ICCAT #)
	Towing Vessel Name
	Donor Cage #
	Farm Cage #
	Caging Type**
	Method***
	Monitored by CPC agent []

	
	
	Date
	Time
	Date
	Time
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	N/A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


*	Caging operation number: Unique identification field linked to the deployment data set  
**	Standard / Inter-farm Transfer
***	Mooring or a transfer between towing and farm cages 
No control operations were monitored by the observer during the deployment period.


Table 3: Summary of Caging Authorisation and Release Order Records
	Caging
Op #*
	Authorisation Records
	Release Order

	
	Auth. # 
	Order #
	#
	kg

	1
	08/06/2017-JEL/pig-012
	
	
	

	2
	08/06/2017-JEL/pig-011
	JEL/lra
	
	23191.10

	3
	08/06/2017-JEL/pig-010
	
	
	


*	Caging Operations as in Table 2. 
The authorisation and release numbers issued did not follow the format established by ICCAT Rec. 14-04.
The release associated with caging 2 occurred on 08/09/2017 in combination with a release of fish caught during the 2016 fishing season.





Table 4: Farm and Observer estimates of caged tuna
	Caging Op #
	Control Op #*
	Farm Estimate & Control Records
	Observer Estimate
	Number of Transfer Steps (n)

	
	
	#
	kg
	ICD #
	ITD #
	Group BCD #
	#
	kg
	

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1361
	
	1


*	Caging operations as per Table 2.
The observer was not able to estimate the number of tuna caged for operations 1 and 2.
The observer was not able to estimate the weight of tuna caged for any operation.
The farm did not provide any eBCD or ICD, or any official estimates for any of the operations.


Table 5: Size composition of tuna
	Caging Op #
	Control Op #*
	<8kg
	8-29kg
	>=30kg

	
	
	# BFT 
(n)
	Wt. BFT (kg)
	# BFT 
(n)
	Wt. BFT (kg)
	# BFT 
(n)
	Wt. BFT (kg)

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



It was not possible for the observer to estimate the weight categories of transferred tuna.


Table 6: Video records used to estimate the quantity of fish transferred
	Caging
Op #*
	Control 
Op #*
	Transfer recorded by Video camera
()
	Video Quality**
	Times Viewed
	Estimate of amount of BFT based on video

	1
	
	Yes
	1
	2
	No

	2
	
	Yes
	1
	3
	No

	3
	
	Yes
	2
	4
	Yes


*	Caging operations as per Table 2.
**	Rate from 1 to 5 (1 = very poor; 2 = poor, 3 = average; 4= good 5 = excellent)


Table 7: Farm and Observer records for total quantity of bluefin tuna
	Caging 
Op #*
	BFT
	Farm Estimate
	Observer Estimate
	BCD #

	
	
	#
(n)
	Wt 
(kg)
	#
(n)
	Wt 
(kg)
	

	1
	Live Fish
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dead Fish
	
	
	0
	0
	

	2
	Live Fish
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Dead Fish
	
	
	0
	0
	

	3
	Live Fish
	
	
	1361
	
	

	
	Dead Fish
	
	
	0
	0
	


*	Caging operation as per Table 2.
The farm did not provide information on the eBCDs or estimates of the amount and weight of tuna caged.
The observer was not able to estimate the weight of tuna caged.
The observer was not able to estimate the number of tuna caged for operations 1 and 2.

3. Tuna Releases

Table 8: Summary of Tuna Releases
	Release Op #
	Caging Op #*
	Date
	Time Start
	Time End
	Release From
	Before / After Caging
	Release Order

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Order #
	#
	kg

	1
	2
	08/09/2017
	10:50
	11:10
	Farm
	After
	JEL/lra
	
	23191.1


*	Caging operation as per Table 2.
The release occurred in conjunction with a release of tuna caught in 2016. Tuna from both cages (2017 - ESP032 and 2016 - ESP027) were transferred into a cage which was then towed 20nm from the coast where the tuna was released.
The release order number did not follow the format established by Rec. 14-04.
The release order did not include information on the number of tuna to be released and only included information on the amount of tuna to be released by weight from the 2017 catch. No corresponding information on the amount of tuna to be released from the 2016 cage (ESP027) was provided.


Table 9: Video records used to estimate the quantity of fish released
	Release Op #
	Caging Op #*
	Release recorded by Video camera
()
	Video Quality***
	Times Viewed
	Estimate of amount of BFT based on video

	1
	2
	Yes
	2
	3
	Yes


*	Caging operation as per Table 2.


Table 10: Farm and Observer estimates for released bluefin tuna 
	Release Op #
	Caging
Op #*
	Farm estimate 
	Observer estimate

	
	
	#
	kg
	BCD #
	ICD #
	ITD #
	#
	kg

	1
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	206
	


*	Caging operations as per Table 2.
The farm did not provide any estimates on the amount of tuna released to the observer, nor information on the corresponding BCDs, ICDs or ITDs.
The observer was not able to estimate the weight of tuna released.


4. Within Your Own Farm Transfer 

Table 11: Transfer activities between cages for intra-farm transfers
	Op #
	
Start Date
	Cage #
	Start
	End

	
	
	From
	To
	Date
	Time
	Date
	Time

	1
	06/09/2017
	ESP032
	ESP036
	06/09/2017
	11:37
	06/09/2017
	13:00

	2
	06/09/2017
	ESP036
	ESP032
	06/09/2017
	15:45
	06/09/2017
	17:21

	3
	07/09/2017
	ESP027
	ESP036
	07/09/2017
	10:38
	07/09/2017
	14:25



The intra-farm transfers preceded the release carried out on 08/09/2017. 
Intra-farm transfer operation 3 was carried out without flag state authorization.


Table 12: Video records and other methods used to estimate the quantity of fish transferred
	Op #*
	Transfer recorded by Video camera
()
	Video Quality**
	Times Viewed
	Estimate of amount of BFT based on video
(Y/N)

	1
	Yes
	4
	1
	Y

	2
	Yes
	4
	1
	Y

	3
	Yes
	4
	1
	Y


*	Transfer operations as per Table 11.
**	Rate from 1 to 5 (1 = very poor; 2 = poor, 3 = average; 4= good 5 = excellent)





Table 13: Farm and Observer records for Total quantity of bluefin tuna transferred
	Op #*
	BFT
	Farm Estimate
	Farm Records
	Observer Estimate

	
	
	#
(n)
	Wt 
(kg)
	ICD #
	Other
	#
(n)
	Wt 
(kg)

	1
	Live fish
	
	23191.1
	
	JEL/Ira
	195
	

	
	Dead fish
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	2
	Live fish
	
	
	
	JEL/Ira
	50
	

	
	Dead fish
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	3
	Live fish
	
	
	
	
	65
	

	
	Dead fish
	
	
	
	
	0
	0


*	Transfer operations as per Table 11.
The farm did not provide information on estimates of the tuna transferred or the corresponding BCDs. Information on the first intra farm transfer was obtained from the intra farm transfer / release authorization (JEL/Ira). 
The observer was not able to estimate the weight of tuna transferred.


5. Observation of Feeding Activity 

Table 14: Feeding activities (observed where possible)
	Cage #
	Date
	Feed Species*
	Quantity
(kg)

	N/A
	
	
	


*	FAO species codes
No observations on feeding activity were made during the deployment period.


6. Checklist of requirements under ICCAT conservation and management measures 

Table 15. Summary of observed farms compliance 
*	Caging operation as per Table 2.
	Release operation as per Table 8
	Intra farm transfer operation as per Table 11.
	Potential Non-compliance Event
	Operation Number*

	
	COP11
	COP22
	COP33
	REL14
	ITF35

	No BFT Catch document (BCD)
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Tuna caged before Authorisation
	X
	X
	X
	
	X

	Farm cage without identifiable and different reference number
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Caging Declaration (ICD) not completed
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Tuna not released following a release order
	
	
	
	X
	

	Less than the correct amount of tuna released
	
	
	
	X
	

	Video record of transfers did not show Transfer Authorisation number at beginning or end of each video
	X
	X
	X
	
	

	Independent observer estimate of amount caged was not possible due to video quality
	X
	X
	
	
	

	No CPC observer present on the towing vessel involved in the release operation.
	
	
	
	X
	

	Information in caging authorisation and ITD not consistent with observer observations.
	X
	X
	X
	
	



1.	COP1: The authorization number provided by the authorities does not follow that established by Rec. 14-04.
As such the video does not display a valid authorization number at the beginning and/or end.
The video record is not of sufficient quality to estimate the number of Bluefin tuna transferred. 
No ICD/ITD or eBCD was presented for this operation.
The towing cage number did not follow the format established by ICCAT Rec. 14-04 as it had an R at the end. 
The towing vessel listed in the authorisation was Ikara, not l’Arenal.

2.	COP2: The authorization number provided by the authorities does not follow that established by Rec. 14-04.
As such the video does not display a valid authorization number at the beginning and/or end.
The video record is not of sufficient quality to estimate the number of Bluefin tuna transferred.
No ICD/ITD or eBCD was presented for this operation.
The towing cage number did not follow the format established by ICCAT Rec. 14-04 as it had an R at the end. 
The towing vessel listed by both the ITD and the authorisation was Sierra Aitana, not l’Arenal.

3.	COP3: The authorization number provided by the authorities does not follow that established by Rec. 14-04.
As such the video does not display a valid authorization number at the beginning and/or end. 
No ICD/ITD or eBCD was presented for this operation.
The towing cage number did not follow the format established by ICCAT Rec. 14-04 as it had an R at the end.
The towing vessel listed in the authorisation was Floriano y Caela, not l’Arenal.

4.	REL1: For the release operation, farm first transferred tuna from 2 different cages into a single cage, which was then towed by the towing vessel, to the coordinates 37 54.8´N; 000 44.1’W, where the tuna was released. The towing vessel did not have a CPC observer onboard as is required by Article 88 of Rec. 14-04.
The release order did not follow the format established by Rec. 14-04.
The farm did not provide any information on the tuna released and therefore was not able to verify if the correct amount had been released.

5. 	Intra farm transfer 3: No authorisation was received for this intra-farm transfer.


7. Sampling

Table 16. Summary of sampling performed

	Caging Op #
	Incidental Mortalities
	Number of fish  measured for Length
	Number of fish measured for Weight
	Hard Part Collected
	Tagged BFT

	N/A
	
	
	
	
	



No sampling was carried out during caging, release or intra farm transfer operations. 


Appendix 1: Farm Cage Plan

Appendix 2: Details of sampling performed on fish

N/A
Appendix 3: Details of vessels involved in catching/ towing/ supporting/other operations

	Vessel Name
	ICCAT #
	Flag
	IRCS.
	Role*
	Notes

	SANTINA
	ATEU0MLT00123
	EU.Malta
	9H8600
	Other
	Role unclear

	MARUHA
	ATEU0ESP01237
	EU.España
	EA5752
	Farm
	

	HARIMA
	ATEU0ESP01240
	EU.España
	EB4880
	Farm
	

	L'ARENAL
	ATEU0ESP03857
	EU.España
	EA7683
	Towing 
	

	SERRA AITANA
	ATEU0ESP03874
	EU.España
	ECCC
	Towing 
	

	CALADEROS MEDITERRANEO TRES
	ATEU0ESP01118
	EU.España
	EBTK
	Farm
	

	PISCIFACTORIAS PRIMERO
	ATEU0ESP03881
	EU.España
	EA3503
	Farm
	

	HERNANDEZ AGUADO
	ATEU0ESP01123
	EU.España
	EA5493
	Other
	Role unclear
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