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1. Scope

This Plan sets out the methods and measures that the Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit (BHSFU) will use to standardize the use of Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD) for various purposes including limiting fishing mortality on vulnerable tropical tuna species such as juvenile bigeye, yellowfin and skipjack tuna.

Fundamentals of this Plan apply to Belize flagged purse seine vessels operating on the High Seas and other jurisdiction.  Unless otherwise indicated, references to fishing or fishing vessels apply to purse seine fishing vessels, group purse seine fishing vessels and their support vessels.

2. Legal Status

In the first order, this FAD Management Plan represents the strategy of the BHSFU and does not have legal effect in its own right.  It is the aim of the BHSFU to introduce specific features of the Plan through various means in the short term which may contain permit conditions and legally binding Fishing Vessel Circulars.

In the long term, this Plan will be reviewed according to further developments, such as to ICCAT Recommendation 15-01[footnoteRef:1].  Specific Regulations will be introduced to give legal effect to the Plan. [1: Recommendation 15-01 – Recommendation by ICCAT on a Multi-Annual Conservation and Management
  Program for Tropical Tunas] 


3. Description of Fish Aggregating Device (FAD)

For the purpose of this Plan, a FAD is “any man-made structure that is deployed and floats in the ocean, whether anchored or drifting, to attract schools of fish.”

This plan differentiates between different types of FAD for the intention of regulating their use.  The following types of FAD are covered in this Plan:

Anchored FAD – an object or group of objects, of any size, that has or has not been deployed, including but not limited to vessels, buoys, floats, netting, webbing, plastics, bamboo, and logs floating on or near the surface of the water that fish may associate with and that has a mooring line attached to an anchor or other object that ensures the FAD remains in a fixed location.

Drifting FAD – any object or group of objects, of any size, that has been deployed, including but not limited to vessels, buoys, floats, netting, webbing, plastic, bamboo and logs floating on or near the surface of the water that fish may associate with.

Other FAD – Any other object or group of objects that fits the general description of a FAD but is not an anchored FAD or a deployed drifting FAD.

4. Application to Vessel Types and Fishery Areas

4.1. Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessels operating on the High Seas and other Jurisdictions

This section of the Plan describes the provisions that will be applied to Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessels operating in the high seas.  This has been prepared in accordance with ICCAT’s Guidelines for the Preparation of FAD Management Plan as contained in Recommendation 15-01[footnoteRef:2] [2: Noting that decisions taken by ICCAT from time to time will result in new or revised measures, references to Recommendation 15-01 in this plan apply equally to any future resolutions or recommendations adopted by ICCAT for the conservation and management of tropical tunas.] 


The requirements below will be endorsed via conditions of fishing licenses issued to relevant vessels until such time as this Plan is reflected in Belize’s Regulations.

4.1.1. FAD Closure

All Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessels operating in the high seas and any other jurisdictions utilizing FAD in the ICCAT Convention area will be required to observe the Area/Time closure in relation with the protection of juveniles as contained in Recommendation 15-01 from January 1st to February 28th of each year as specified below:
· Southern limit:	parallel 4° / South lattitude
· Northern limit:	parallel 5° / North latitude
· Western limit:	meridian 20° / West longitude
· Eastern limit: 	the African coast

The prohibition outlined above includes but is not limited to:
· Launching any floating objects, with or without bout; 
· Fishing around, under, or in association with artificial objects, including vessels;
· Fishing around, under, or in association with natural objects; 
· Towing floating objects from inside to outside the closure area.

4.1.2. Catch Retention

In order to discourage fishing practices that result in a high level of small fish by-catch, all bigeye, skipjack and yellowfin tuna taken by a fishing vessel shall be retained on board and then landed or transshipped.

4.1.3. FAD Limits

Each Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessel will deploy FADs not exceeding 500 instrumental buoys at any one time.  The deployment of FADs in the EEZ of other States shall be subject to the regulations of that State

4.1.4. FAD Marking

Deployed drifting FADs must be clearly marked with the name of the vessel that has deployed it, the date of deployment and the FAD number.  This information shall be contained on a removable plate such that in the event that FADs are changed, the plate can be connected to the new FAD.

The data above must be in lettering at least 30cm high and of a color that contrasts with the color of the plate.  The plate must be connected to a point on the FAD where it is clearly noticeable.

The FAD number is to be allocated by the vessel master and shall be the first three letters of the vessel name followed by a two digit number (which shall be sequential according to the number of FADs deployed in the high seas), followed by the letters “HS” to indicate deployment in the high seas.


4.1.5. FAD Design and Construction

In order to minimize the ecological impact of FADs, in particular the entanglement of sharks, turtles and other non-target species, and the release of synthetic persistent marine debris, all deployed man-made FADs must meet the following minimum criteria:

· The surface structure of the FAD should not be covered or only covered with material implying minimum risk of entanglement by-catch species. 
· The sub-surface components should be exclusively composed of non-entangling material (e.g. ropes or canvas).
· The use of biodegradable materials should be prioritized in the designing of FADs.

4.1.6. Requirements for Deploying FADs

The deployment of any FADs during the FAD closure periods specified above is strictly prohibited.  At any other times, deployment must be directed in accordance with the requirements below.

Consistent with para.37 of ICCAT Recommendation 15-01, all Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessels operating on the high during the area/time closure specified in 4.1.1 above will be subject to 100% observer coverage under the ICCAT Scientific Observer Program.  Observers will monitor all FAD deployments of all surface fishing vessels 20 meters LOA or greater fishing tropical tunas in the area/time closure referred to above.

The vessel master must provide the following information in writing to the Director of High Seas Fisheries of the Belize High Seas Fisheries Unit, when deploying a drifting FAD:

· The date of deployment;
· The location (latitude and longitude) recorded in degrees and minutes;
· FAD type (anchored FAD, drifting artificial FAD, etc)
· The FAD number that has been assigned; and
· A declaration that the FAD meeting the marking and design requirements contained in sections 4.1.4 and 4.1.5 respectively.

No FAD shall be deployed unless prior authorization from the BHSFU is granted and which shall be reliant on:

· Provision  of all the information above; and
· The number of FADs already deployed by the vessel

The BHSFU shall not agree to the deployment of a FAD if records show that the FAD limit would be surpassed by the relevant vessel.


4.1.7. Requirement for Retrieving FADs

Consistent with ICCAT Recommendation 15-01, all Belize flagged purse seine fishing vessels operating on the high seas during the area/time closure will be subject to 100% observer coverage under their Scientific Observer Program.  Observers will monitor all FAD retrievals.

The vessel master must supply the following data in writing to the BHSFU:
	
· The date of retrieval;
· The location (latitude and longitude) recorded in degrees and minutes of retrieval; and
· The FAD number.

5. Administration

5.1. FAD Register

The BHSFU shall keep a record of deployed FADs to ensure the management of the number of deployed FADs. The BHSFU shall keep this record confidential and shall only use the information when reviewing requests to deploy FADs or for research and reporting purposes.  In addition, the BHSFU may use the information as part of any investigation into suspected breach of the provisions of this Plan or any other Belize fishery management measures.


5.2. Replacing Lost FADs

The vessel master shall notify the BHSFU that a FAD has been permanently lost by providing the following information:

· The date of last sighting of the FAD;
· The location (latitude and longitude) recorded in degrees and minutes of last sighting;
· The FAD number; and
· FAD Construction material.

The BHSFU will review this information and may grant approval to deploy a replacement FAD depending on the situations.

5.3. FAD Ownership

This Plan does not generate any property rights over FADs or fish that may aggregate to them.  No exceptionality of access is considered when a particular vessel deploys a FAD in accordance with this Plan.


6. Review
This Plan shall be reviewed as necessary and may be amended at any time.
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