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The Sub-Committee on Statistics will hold a 
meeting that same week to review data 
submissions, as well as the progress made in the 
development of the Secretariat’s databases. 
 
October  
 
- Standing Committee on Research and Statistics. 
30 September - 4 October 2013, Madrid, Spain 
The SCRS will meet to review the status of all 
stocks and prepare responses to the Commission 
concerning scientific issues. 
 
Scientists who wish to present documents to the 
SCRS meeting should contact the Secretariat. 
 
November 
 
23rd Regular Meeting of the Commission  18-25 
November, Cape Town, South Africa The 
Commission will review the results obtained from 
numerous stock assessments carried out during 
2013 to adopt the recommendations and 
resolutions for the management of these 
resources.  
 
For further information, Agendas, etc. for these 
meetings, please see our Web site,  and  for hotel 
reservations in Cape Town.  
 

 

SECRETARIAT ACTIVITIES 

The Secretariat has continued to support the 
activities of the SCRS and the Commission.  

During 2013, the Secretariat has continued to 
implement: 
 
- Bluefin tuna Regional Observer Programme 
(ROP-BFT) on vessels and in fattening farms 
during the 2013 fishing campaign.  
 
-  Regional Observer Programme on 
Transhipment, and has continued the process for 
the implementation of the Regional Observers 
Programme for BET/YFT in January 2014. 
 
Likewise, it has continued coordinating and 
technically supporting the implementation of the 
eBCD system which since May 16 is operative in 
its pilot phase. In this phase, the Secretariat is 
developing extra work of support towards the 
implementation of the system to those Contracting 

Parties with difficulties to participate directly in the 
test phase. 
 
Tasks related to the entry into force of the 
Recommendations adopted in 2012 have also 
been undertaken. In order to try to consolidate the 
various lists of vessels now required in a manner 
compatible with other tuna RFMOs for the 
Consolidated List of Vessels required through the 
KOBE Process, the Secretariat has redesigned the 
vessel data base.  
 

Atlantic-wide research 
programme (GBYP) 
 
GBYP Phase 4 started in May 2013, including a 
limited data recovery activity, an extended tagging 
programme in the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, 
the biological and genetic sampling and analyses 
activities, an extended aerial survey on spawning 
aggregations and further modeling approaches. 
More than 30 institutions from various ICCAT 
CPCs are conducting these activities.  
 
The ICCAT-GBYP web-pages have been recently 
fully revised and updated and all reports and 
documents produced by GBYP can be found on 
http://www.iccat.int/GBYP/en/. 
 
The tag recovery and awareness campaign 
(http://iccat.int/GBYP/en/AwCamp.asp), initiated in 
2011, is regularly continuing in 2013. 
 
Since the last edition of the Newsletter, published 
in February 2012, members of the Secretariat staff 
have assisted meetings and activities and outside 
activities related to ICCAT: 
 
 16th Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) (Bangkok, 3-14 March 2013).  
 

  Second Joint Meeting of the Caribbean 
Regional Fisheries Mechanism -CRFM- / the 
Caribbean Large Marine Ecosystem -CLME- 
case studies Steering Committee (Roseau 11-
13 March 2013). 

 
  1st Workshop on the Preparation of a Billfish 

Management and Conservation plan for the 
Western Central Atlantic (Florida 19-20 March 
2013).  
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