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Each year, the ICCAT Secretariat produces a “Compendium of the Management Recommendations and 
Resolutions adopted by ICCAT for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas and Tuna-Like Species”. The 
Compendium generally includes the Recommendation and Resolutions that are currently in force (even if only 
part of a particular measure is still in effect), as well as those that while they may no longer be in force, but have 
a direct bearing on a current measure. To facilitate the use of this information, the measures are assigned a 
reference number. The two-digit year code corresponds to the year of adoption by the Commission) (e.g. 94-01, 
97-07, 99-11, etc). 
 
In 2003, the Secretariat made a thorough review of all past reports of Commission Meetings to compile a 
complete historical Compendium of all Recommendations, Resolutions and other major decisions adopted by 
ICCAT. This has been updated in 2007 to include the measures adopted in 2006 and the deletion of measures 
that have been superseded. 
 
The Compendium is now published in two formats. The printed version of the Compendium contains only those 
decisions considered currently in force. An interactive version of the full ICCAT Compendium of management 
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This version allows users to access Recommendations and Resolutions by category, by year, by status (in force 
or inactive) or by number. 
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ANNEX 1 
 

INDICATIVE TIMETABLE OF WORKING GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 
Working Group 2006 2007 2008 2009 
     
Capacity WG Established Meet 

intersessionally 
Report to annual 
meeting. 

To be determined To be 
determined 

Integrated Monitoring 
Measures WG 

Issued 
instructions for 
2007 

Meet 
intersessionally 
Report to annual 
meeting. 

To be determined To be 
determined 

WG on the Future of 
ICCAT 

Established  Meet 
intersessionally 
Report to annual 
meeting. Decide 
further workplan. 
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ANNEX 2 
 

TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 
 
The Terms of Reference of the Working Group on the Future of ICCAT are as follows: 
 
1. Review the document prepared by the Secretariat in accordance with the Resolution by ICCAT to Strengthen 

ICCAT [Res. 05-10], the outcome of the 2007 Joint Meeting of Tuna RFMOs in Kobe Japan, as well as 
other developments in international law, including Conventions, recommendations and resolutions of other 
regional fisheries management organizations. 

 
2. Further to the review in paragraph 1, evaluate the ICCAT Convention and other ICCAT instruments, 

including Recommendations and Resolutions and make recommendations in order to strengthen ICCAT. 
The Working Group may recommend changes to the ICCAT Convention, the Rules of Procedure or other 
regulations, if appropriate. In particular, the review should consider and make recommendations pertaining 
to: 

 
 i) the decision making process; 

ii) the current structure of ICCAT (constituent bodies); 

iii) issues arising from the 2006 workshops convened by the Chair of ICCAT; and 

iv) any other matter relating to the provisions of the Convention. 
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06-19    TOR 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT TO ESTABLISH A CAPACITY WORKING GROUP 

 
 

(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 14, 2006) 
 

 RECALLING that the Commission’s management objective is to maintain populations of tuna and tuna-
like species at levels that will support maximum sustainable yield and that, to this end, several conservation and 
management measures adopted by the Commission currently contain capacity limits; 
 
 FURTHER RECALLING that the immediate objective of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (IPOA-Capacity) is for States and regional 
fisheries organizations to achieve world-wide an efficient, equitable and transparent management of fishing 
capacity with particular priority on highly migratory fisheries; 
  
 NOTING the recommendations of the 2006 FAO Workshop on the Management of Tuna Fishing 
Capacity; 
 
 RECOGNIZING that some stocks under ICCAT jurisdiction are fully or overfished; 
 
 RECALLING the recent recommendations of the United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement (UNFSA) 
Review Conference (May 2006) and other international fisheries meetings regarding fishing capacity; 
 
 AGREEING that overcapacity can threaten the achievement of ICCAT’s conservation and management 
objectives; 
 
 GIVEN the need to assess and address overcapacity in fleets participating in many ICCAT fisheries and 
seeking eventually to develop effective ways to address this problem in a comprehensive manner; 
 
 RECOGNIZING that Article 5 of FAO’s Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and Article 10 of the 
IPOA-Capacity note the need to enhance the ability of developing countries to develop their own fisheries as 
well as to participate in high seas fisheries, including access to such fisheries; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 
1. A Capacity Working Group is established and will meet as early as possible in 2007 at a place to be 

determined by the Commission. The Working Group has the following terms of reference: 
 
 a) to determine by fishery the availability of the data required to assess fishing capacity and appropriate 

methodologies to measure fishing capacity based on available data; 
 
 b) to review and assess the level of fishing capacity for ICCAT managed species by country/ 

fleet/gear/fishery in light of the status of the resources, as indicated in SCRS assessments with a priority 
focus on bluefin tuna, including caging activities;  

 
 c) to review the CPUE data and other relevant information in order to evaluate the relationship between 

capacity levels and available fishing possibilities. 
 
 d) In light of the outcomes of points 1(a)-(c) above, the Working Group may, if necessary, develop 

guidelines for managing fishing capacity in ICCAT fisheries for consideration by the Commission, inter 
alia, taking into account the needs of developing countries while ensuring the sustainable and equitable 
use of tuna and tuna-like resources; 

 
2. Prior to the first meeting of the Working Group, CPCs shall submit to the Secretariat available information 

to be used in an assessment of fishing capacity including, but not limited to, the following: 
 
 a) Inputs in terms of numbers of vessels, vessel characteristics, fishing operational characteristics, and any 

other relevant information; 
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 b) Information on the types of measures and approaches used by the CPCs to manage fishing capacity; 
 
3. At the 2007 annual meeting, the Working Group will report the progress of deliberations and, as appropriate, 

present proposals for next steps to the Commission. 
 
4. The SCRS should provide the Working Group with relevant information on short- and long-term stock 

conditions and harvest levels in ICCAT fisheries for the most recent year(s) available, and data on effort and 
CPUE by flag, gear, season and area, in advance of the 2007 Working Group meeting to assist deliberations.  

 
5. The Working Group should be supported by the ICCAT Secretariat staff. Broad representation from 

ICCAT’s CPCs is encouraged, including by relevant experts in the field. 
 
6. The Working Group could also draw upon the technical work (and expertise) of relevant intergovernmental 

organizations as well as the work of other regional fisheries management organizations (RFMOs). The 
results of the joint tuna RFMO meeting in January 2007 should also be taken into account.  
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 66-01 MISC 
RESOLUTION ON THE COLLECTION OF STATISTICS ON 

THE ATLANTIC TUNA FISHERIES 

 
 
The Conference 
 

Taking note of documents FID: AT/66/4, Annex 6, and FID: AT/66/INF-5 relating to the collection and 
publication of statistics on Atlantic tuna fisheries; and 

 
Agreeing that it is essential that all countries fishing these Atlantic tuna resources should collect adequate 

statistics on catch and fishing effort and the necessary biological data, and make available for publication the 
statistical and related economic data with a view to enabling the International Commission for the Conservation 
of Atlantic Tunas to fulfil its functions adequately as soon as it is established; 

 
Urges all countries to take steps without delay to create, where they do not already exist, offices within their 

fisheries administrations suitably staffed and having appropriate financial and legislative support to undertake 
the collection and the processing of the data to be used by the Commission; and 

 
Suggests that all countries faced with the tasks of establishing and operating such offices, give priority to 

requests for assistance in this connection through the United Nations Development Programme and through the 
regular programme of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
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93-08  MISC 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON COOPERATION WITH THE  

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED  
SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA (CITES) 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: November 30, 1993) 

 
WHEREAS, among the objectives of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas is 

to ensure the effective conservation and rational management of tuna and tuna-like fishes in the Atlantic Ocean, 
including the adjacent seas; 

 
RECALLING that international trade in threatened and endangered species, including marine species, is 

under the purview of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES); 

 
NOTING that Article XV, paragraph 2.b of the CITES Convention requires the Secretariat, when it receives 

a proposal for an amendment to the Appendices on marine species, to consult inter-governmental bodies having 
a function in relation to those species especially with a view to obtaining scientific data these bodies may be able 
to provide and to ensuring coordination with any conservation measures enforced by such bodies; 

 
NOTING the provisions of the Draft Resolution contained in the Notification to the Parties of CITES  No. 

773 of October 15, 1993, which states in particular that the views of inter-governmental organizations with 
competence for the management of the species concerned should be taken fully into account; 

 
NOTING that Appendix 6 of the above Draft Resolution would require proponents, when preparing 

proposals to amend the Appendices relating to marine species, to consult in advance with the competent inter -
governmental organizations responsible for the conservation and management of the species, and to take their 
views fully into account; 

 
CONSIDERING that marine fishery resources constitute one of the valuable food sources of humankind, 

and that their importance will become even greater in the future. 
 
ENDORSING the Declaration of the International Conference on Responsible Fishing (Cancún, May 

1992), in virtue of which States recognize that policy for the protection of the environment should encompass 
the fundamental causes of the degradation of the environment, in order to avoid that the measures adopted do 
not involve useless restrictions in trade matters. 

 
ENDORSING the concept of sustainable utilization of resources, agreed at the United Nations Conference 

on Environment and Development (UNCED) in 1992; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR  
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT): 

 
 
a) REQUESTS that the Parties of CITES consult fully with ICCAT in reaching conclusions on proposals for 

listing any of the relevant marine species, and for the revision of the criteria for listing species on the 
CITES Appendices; 

 
b) REAFFIRMS its intention to provide CITES with a report on the status of the Bluefin Tuna populations, 

and on related conservation initiatives; 
 
c) EXPRESSES its wish that the management measures undertaken by ICCAT and the information provided 

will be taken fully into account by CITES. 
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93-09 MISC 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT CONCERNING THE COMPOSITION 
OF THE DELEGATIONS OF ICCAT CONTRACTING PARTIES 

TO CITES 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: November 30, 1993) 

 
NOTING that the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) has full 

competence on the conservation and management of tunas and tuna-like species in the Atlantic Ocean and its 
adjacent seas,  

 
CONSIDERING that any decision which might be taken by the Conference of Parties to the Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), as regards the trade of tunas and 
tuna-like species in the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent seas should take fully into account the conservation and 
management measures adopted by ICCAT, 

 
RECOGNIZING that the Delegates of the Contracting Parties to CITES may be unaware of the objectives 

and efforts made by ICCAT concerning the conservation of Atlantic tunas and tuna-like species, 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES: 

 
That when any proposal is made to CITES to list in its Appendices any tuna or tuna-like species which is under 
ICCAT competence, each Contracting Party of ICCAT which is also a Party to the CITES should: 
 
 a) Include on its official delegation, a member or members who are familiar with ICCAT, its work and its 

objectives, or 
 
 b) Identify a contact point in their CITES delegation, and communicate this to the other Contracting 

Parties of ICCAT. 
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94-06                                                                                                                                                  COMPLY 

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON 
COORDINATION WITH NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES 

 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties:  January 23, 1995) 

 
RECOGNIZING that the international community has an important responsibility to conserve the tuna and 

tuna-like resources of the Atlantic for present and future generations; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the problem of ensuring such sustainability cannot be resolved properly unless all 
nations fishing these species work together cooperating through the Commission, which is the accredited 
international body with jurisdiction regarding these species in the Convention area; 
 

RECALLING that the on-going United Nations Conference on Straddling Stocks and Highly Migratory 
Species has emphasized the importance of ensuring the conservation of highly migratory species through 
international fisheries organizations such as the Commission; 
 

THEREFORE, 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR TH CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1 The Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall contact all non-Contracting Parties known to be fishing in the 

Convention area for species under the competence of the Convention to urge them to become Contracting 
Parties or "Cooperating Parties". A Cooperating Party shall be defined as a non-Contracting Party that does 
not hold membership in ICCAT as a Contracting Party but voluntarily fishes in conformity with the 
conservation decisions of ICCAT. 

 
2 Non-Contracting Parties that continue to fish for bluefin tuna and that do not become Cooperating Parties 

shall be advised that their continued fishing outside ICCAT's conservation measures will diminish the 
effectiveness of those measures. 

 
3 Cooperating Parties may attend the meetings of ICCAT as observers. 
 
4 The Executive Secretary shall provide to non-Contracting Parties referred to in paragraph 1 above a copy of 

all relevant ICCAT Resolutions and Recommendations adopted by ICCAT. 
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96-13 MISC  
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT CONCERNING EFFORTS TO 

IMPROVE COMPLETENESS OF TASK I REPORTED STATISTICS 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: February 3, 1997) 

 
 CONSIDERING that the SCRS has expressed concern about the completeness of Task I reported statistics 
when vessels land their catches at foreign ports, including ICCAT Contracting and cooperative non-Contracting 
Parties; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme explicitly refers to inspection of transhipment or 
landings operations without discrimination between a Party's own vessels and those of other Contracting Parties; 
 

RECOGNIZING the value of inspecting transshipment or landings from all vessels catching species that are 
under ICCAT mandate, including vessels of non-Contracting Parties; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES: 

 
1 That ICCAT Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties establish necessary internal 

measures to monitor foreign vessels that transship or unload at their ports to the extent practicable in order 
to provide appropriate documentation, as necessary and appropriate, on the species composition and weight 
of such landed species, the date of each transshipment or landing, and the geographical area where the 
vessel fished.  

 
2 That ICCAT Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties transmit the information collected 

under paragraph 1 to the ICCAT Secretariat, which should then immediately transmit the information to the 
Party whose flag the landing vessel flies and who, as principle, requested such information, so that such 
Party can verify the completeness of its reported landings. 

 



 
 

 196

 

99-07 MISC  
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON IMROVING  
RECREATIONAL FISHERY STATISTICS 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 16, 1999) 

 
 RECOGNIZING that in accordance with the terms of the Convention, it is the responsibility of each 
Contracting Party to provide annually on a timely basis, data relating to fishing activities in the Convention Area 
for species of interest to the Commission; 
 

RECALLING that the Commission, through its Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS), has 
established minimum data reporting requirements comprised of Task I and Task II, and length sampling annual 
statistics for all tunas and tuna-like fishes as defined by the Convention, by flag vessels, by fishing area and time, 
and by gear (e.g., longline, purse seine, baitboat, trap, troll, other methods, and by recreational gears); 
 

CONSIDERING that lack of compliance with the minimum data reporting requirements established 
diminishes the effectiveness of the Commission; 
 

CONSIDERING that ICCAT managed species provide important benefits to recreational fishery activities 
and that these benefits may not be achieved through management that relies primarily on quotas, effort and 
access limitations, and commercial fishing gear limitations; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the scientific information that can be obtained from recreational fishing can be 
substantial; for example fish can be tagged and released without adversely affecting the recreational experience. 
 

NOTING that information and scientifically collected data concerning the extent of and participation in 
recreational fishery activities are generally lacking; 
 

RECOGNIZING that these activities generally occur almost exclusively within waters outside the high seas;    
 
DESIRING that significant improvements be made in the routine, standardized submission of data 

concerning the use of ICCAT-managed species; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1 Beginning in 2000, each Contracting Party, Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity 

provide specific data to SCRS that allow the Commission to determine separately the magnitude of 
recreational fisheries of each species of Atlantic tuna and tuna-like fish. 

 
2 Beginning in 2000, each Contracting Party, Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity 

should include a discussion in their annual national reports* to ICCAT of the techniques used to manage 
these fisheries. 

 
3 The Commission urge all non-Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities not referred to above to act 

in conformity with operative paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Resolution. 
 
4 That SCRS carry out an examination of the extent of recreational fisheries and their effects on Atlantic tuna 

and tuna-like resources.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note from the Secretariat:  Based on a Commission decision in 2004, these reports are now called Annual Reports. Please see the Revised 
Guidelines for the Presentation of Annual Reports [Ref. 04-17]. 
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99-13 MISC  
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ENDORSING  

THE INTERNATIONAL PLAN OF ACTION  
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF FISHING CAPACITY (IPOA) 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 16, 1999) 

 
 RECALLING that the FAO Committee on Fisheries adopted the International Plan of Action for the 
Management of Fishing Capacity (IPOA) in February 1999, 
 

FURTHER RECALLING that the Rome Declaration on the Implementation of the Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries (the Code) adopted by the FAO Ministerial Meeting on Fisheries in March 1999 
underlines the important role of regional fishery management organizations in respect of the implementation of 
the Code, 
 

NOTING that Japan's initiative to implement the reduction in the number of large-scale tuna longline fishing 
vessels by 20% (132 vessels) by scrapping of those vessels in accordance with the IPOA, 
 

ALSO NOTING that Chinese Taipei's previous efforts of reducing by 136 vessels, or 16%, its large-scale 
longline fleet during 1991-1995, and its commitment to take further reduction of large-scale tuna longline fishing 
vessels in accordance with the IPOA, 
 

ALSO NOTING that the European Community has introduced a Multi Annual Program for the management 
of its fishing capacity, 
 

ALSO NOTING Korea’s previous efforts of reducing its large-scale tuna longline fleet by 73 vessels, since 
1991, 
 

RECALLING that the ICCAT is now undertaking a measure to limit the fishing capacity for bigeye tuna, 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT THE COMMISSION: 

 
Endorse the FAO International Plan of Action for the Management of Fishing Capacity (IPOA) and attaches 
high priority to its implementation. 
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01-16 MISC  
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON THE DEADLINES 
AND PROCEDURES FOR DATA SUBMISSION 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: February 22, 2002) 

 
 GIVEN that Article IX of The Convention states that the Contracting Parties agree to furnish, on the request 
of the Commission, any available statistical, biological and other scientific information the Commission may 
need for the purposes of this Convention; 
 

ALSO GIVEN that Rule 13 of the Rules of Procedure states that the Standing Committee on Research and 
Statistics shall develop and recommend to the Commission such policies and procedures in the collection, 
compilation, analysis and dissemination of fishery statistics as may be necessary to ensure that the Commission 
has available at all times complete, current and equivalent statistics on fishery activities in the Convention Area; 
 

RECOGNIZING that the Format Adopted by the Commission for Annual National Reports* to be Submitted 
to ICCAT established by this Commission in 1995 states that National Reports* should be submitted to the 
ICCAT Secretariat at least one month before the start of the annual or Regular or Special Commission meeting. 
Where the meeting of SCRS is held some time before the Commission meeting, such reports should be 
submitted at the start of the SCRS meeting. The exact submission dates should be annually determined by the 
Secretariat; 
 

ALSO GIVEN that the Recommendation by ICCAT on Application of Three Compliance Recommendations 
adopted at the 1998 Commission meeting states that each Contracting Party shall include in its national report* a 
completed “ICCAT Reporting Table;” 
 

EMPHASIZING that the SCRS continues to recommend that the Commission ensure that the ICCAT 
Secretariat be provided with reliable data in a timely manner on catch, effort, size in the format requested, and on 
as fine a scale as possible. These obligations are considered a minimum standard as they are clearly stated in the 
ICCAT Convention, FAO’s Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, as well as the UN Implementation 
Agreement; 
 

NOTING that in 2001, the SCRS recommended that the deadline for the submission of Task I data be 
revised to 31 July concurrent with the deadline for Task II statistics; 
 

AND ALSO NOTING that the 1996 SCRS recommended that all data changes be formally reported and 
justified. 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

1  All Task I and Task II data should be submitted annually to the Secretariat by 31 July the following year, as 
recommended by the SCRS. In case where the final statistics cannot be submitted by that date, at least 
preliminary statistics should be provided. Exceptions may be in years when early assessment meetings are 
held, in which case Task I and Task II for those particular species being addressed should be submitted two 
weeks prior to the start of the meeting or as specified in the meeting announcement. 

 
2  National Reports*, and therefore ICCAT Reporting Tables (for use by the Compliance Committee), should 

be submitted to the ICCAT Secretariat at least one month before the start of the annual or Regular or Special 
Commission meeting. Where the meeting of SCRS is held some time before the Commission meeting, the 
sections on the National Fisheries Information and Research and Statistics (Parts 1 and 2 of the National 
Report) * should be submitted at the start of the SCRS meeting. The exact submission dates should be 
annually determined by the Secretariat. 

 
3  All revisions of historical scientific data should be formally reported and duly justified. In the case of Task I 

and II data, these reports should be made on forms provided by the Secretariat and reviewed by the SCRS. 
The SCRS will advise the Secretariat if revisions are then accepted for scientific use. 

 
 
*Note from the Secretariat:  Based on a Commission decision in 2004, these reports are now called Annual Reports. Please see the Revised 
Guidelines for the Presentation of Annual Reports [Ref. 04-17]. Paragraph 2 should be read in the light of the modifications required by the 
aforementioned Guidelines. 
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03-20 MISC 
RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON CRITERIA FOR ATTAINING 

THE STATUS OF COOPERATING NON-CONRACTING PARTY, 
ENTITY OR FISHING ENTITY IN ICCAT 

 
(Entered into force: June 19, 2004) 

 
RECALLING the Resolution by ICCAT on Coordination with Non-Contracting Parties [94-6] adopted at the 

Commission’s 9th Special Meeting in 1994 and the Resolution by ICCAT on Becoming a Cooperating Party, 
Entity or Fishing Entity [01-17] adopted at the 17th Regular Meeting in 2001; 

 
RECOGNIZING the continuing need to encourage non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing Entities with 

vessels fishing for ICCAT species in the Convention area to implement ICCAT conservation measures; 
 
RECOGNIZING the need for clear criteria to enable non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities 

whose vessels fish for ICCAT species in the ICCAT Convention area to attain the status of Cooperating non-
Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity; 

 
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONS FOR THE CONSERVATION 

OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 
 

1 Each year, the Executive Secretary of ICCAT shall contact all non-Contracting Parties, Entities, or Fishing 
Entities known to be fishing in the Convention area for species under ICCAT competence to urge them to 
become a Contracting Party to ICCAT or to attain the status of a Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity 
or Fishing Entity. In doing so, the Executive Secretary shall provide a copy of all relevant 
Recommendations and Resolutions adopted by the Commission. 

 
2 Any non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity that seeks to be accorded the status of a Cooperating 

non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall apply to the Executive Secretary. Requests must be 
received by the Executive Secretary no later than ninety (90) days in advance of an ICCAT annual meeting, 
to be considered at that meeting.  

 
3 Non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities requesting the status of Cooperating non-Contracting 

Party, Entity or Fishing Entity shall provide the following information in order to have this status considered 
by the Commission: 

 
 a) where available, data on its historical fisheries in the Convention area, including nominal catches, 

number/type of vessels, name of fishing vessels, fishing effort and fishing areas; 
 
 b) all the data that Contracting Parties have to submit to ICCAT based on the Recommendations adopted 

by ICCAT; 
  
 c) details on current fishing presence in the Convention area, number of vessels and vessel characteristics 

and; 
  
 d) information on any research programs it may have conducted in the Convention area and the 

information and the results of this research. 
  
4 An applicant for Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity Status shall also: 
 
 a) confirm its commitment to respect the Commission’s conservation and management measures and; 
  
 b) inform ICCAT of the measures it takes to ensure compliance by its vessels with ICCAT conservation 

and management measures . 
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5 The Commission's Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation 
Measures (hereinafter PWG) shall be responsible for reviewing requests for Cooperating Status and for 
recommending to the Commission whether or not an applicant should receive Cooperating Status. In this 
review, the PWG shall also consider information regarding the applicant available from other Regional 
Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs) as well as data submission of the applicant to the 
Commission. Caution shall be used so as not to introduce into the Convention area the excessive fishing 
capacity of other regions or IUU fishing activities in granting Cooperating Status to the applicant.  

 
6 Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entity status shall be annually reviewed and 

renewed unless revoked by the Commission due to non-compliance with ICCAT conservation and 
management measures. 

 
7 The Resolution by ICCAT on Becoming a Cooperating Party, Entity or Fishing Entity [01-17], adopted at 

the 2001 Commission meeting, is substituted by this Recommendation. 
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03-21 MISC 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON IMPROVEMENTS 

IN DATA COLLECTION AND QUALITY ASSURANCE 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 19, 2003) 

 
RECOGNIZING that collection and submission of accurate fishery data is a fundamental obligation of 

Contracting Parties to the Convention; 
 
KNOWING that these data collection and submission requirements are clearly stated in Article IX (paragraph 

2) of the ICCAT Convention, Rule 13 (paragraph 2) of the Rules of Procedure, the Resolution by ICCAT on the 
Collection of Statistics on the Atlantic Tuna Fisheries [66-01], and the Resolution by ICCAT on the Deadlines 
and Procedures for Data Submission [01-16];  

 
NOTING that in 2002, the Commission resolved to convene a Data Workshop [02-30] in response to 

concern that the quality of such fishery data continues to deteriorate for some fisheries and that for some 
fisheries relevant required data have never been available to the Commission; 

 
CONSIDERING the recommendations held within the Report of the Data Workshop which included, among 

other items, provision of training and funds to build capacity of Parties not yet capable of meeting their 
fundamental obligations, updating the ICCAT Field Manual for Statistics and Sampling, and elevating or 
instituting scientific sampling in some fisheries with inadequate levels;  

 
FURTHER CONSIDERING the results of ICCAT’s Survey on Statistic Collection Systems indicating that 

many Parties with important tuna fisheries do not have the data collection programs in place that are required or 
recommended by ICCAT, although of the more than 90 Parties believed to be fishing for tuna or tuna-like 
species in the Convention Area, only 17 have so far completed questionnaires and; 

 
ALSO DESIRING to improve capacity of various Parties to the Convention in their ability to collect, quality 

assure, and report the required data;  
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1 Parties should respond to the ICCAT Survey on Statistic Collection Systems at the earliest possible date; 
 
2 Parties with sufficient capacity for meeting fundamental data collection, quality assurance, and reporting 

obligations should make voluntary contributions in proportion to their catch level, to a special fund, 
managed at the Secretariat. These funds will be used for training in data collection and for supporting of 
scientific participation in SCRS data preparatory and stock assessment sessions by scientists from Parties 
with insufficient capacity to meet data collection, quality assurance, and reporting obligations. For 2004, this 
special fund should be initially established at 40,000 Euros and activities undertaken with these funds should 
be reviewed by the Commission at its 2004 meeting and annually thereafter. 

 
3 A plan for reinstituting ICCAT port sampling should be developed by SCRS, including expected costs 

associated with this sampling, and presented to the Commission at its 2004 meeting for further 
consideration. 
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04-17 MISC 
REVISED GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF ANNUAL REPORTS 

 
 
1 Introduction 
 
The purpose of Annual Reports is to provide a mechanism for the submission to ICCAT of relevant information 
on the tuna-related activities of Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing 
Entities during the preceding year. 
 
 
2 Submission process 
 
Annual Reports should be submitted in two parts, Part I relating to information on fisheries, research and 
statistics and Part II relating to information on management implementation and other related activities. Part I 
should be submitted to the SCRS before the start of the SCRS Plenary Session (i.e., by 9:00 am on the first day 
of the SCRS Plenary. The complete report, comprising Part I and Part II, should be submitted one month before 
the Commission meeting. The exact submission dates will be determined annually by the Secretariat on the basis 
of the dates of the Commission meetings, and communicated to all Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-
Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities. 
 
A Word file of the Annual Reports must be provided to the Secretariat before or on the first day of the 
Commission meeting, either on diskette, compact disc or through electronic mail. The layout should follow these 
ICCAT Guidelines for Preparation of Annual Reports (also available on www.iccat.int). 
 
 
3 Report sections 
  
Annual Reports should contain specific, separate sections on fisheries, research, management and inspection 
activities and may optionally include appendices containing additional information pertinent to these sections. 
Information presented in Annual Reports should be divided into the relevant sections to facilitate the extraction 
and copying of particular information required by the Commission and its subsidiary bodies. The main report 
sections should be: 
 
 
Part I (Information on fisheries, research and statistics)  
 
Please note that national fisheries information and information on research and statistics should be concise. 
Detailed information of a more scientific nature, or for discussion by individual species working groups, should 
be presented to the SCRS as a scientific paper. Fisheries statistics should be reported separately by the Statistical 
Correspondent in accordance with the ICCAT Request for Atlantic tuna and shark statistics.  
 
Section 1: Annual Fisheries Information  
 
This report section should provide complementary information relating to the data submitted to ICCAT on total 
catches, effort, CPUE and size-frequency data and briefly describe trends in tuna fisheries during the preceding 
year. Attention should be given to changes in fishing patterns or new developments in fisheries, as well as socio-
economic factors which influence or explain such changes and developments.  
 
Section 2: Research and Statistics 
 
This report section should provide a description of the statistical data collection systems implemented to monitor 
tuna fisheries, with an indication of the degree of coverage of catch, effort and size data for fishing operations in 
local and distant waters. Attention should be given to problems, changes and improvements in such statistical 
systems and, where possible, the coverage of retained catches of target and by-catch species, and of discarded 
catches.  
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This section should also present summarized information on tuna-related research activities and results of 
particular interest to ICCAT, such as research related to stock delineation, stock assessment, migration and 
environmental factors.  
 
A brief description and summarized results of observer programs may also be included in this section.  
 
 
Part II (Management implementation) 
 
Section 3: Implementation of ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures 
 
This report section should report on steps taken to implement ICCAT conservation and management measures. 
In particular, this section may provide for the formal notification of implementation of ICCAT measures, 
including the dates of such implementation. Details, including texts of the relevant domestic legislation, can be 
included as an appendix. Where problems have arisen with the implementation of ICCAT conservation and 
management measures, and the effects of such measures on the tuna fisheries, these should be outlined. 
 
This section should also provide for the reporting of efforts to implement ICCAT Statistical Document 
Programs, where applicable. Summarized information should be provided on steps taken to implement such 
systems, and the results achieved. Additional information may be provided on other trade monitoring systems 
implemented.  
 
A summary of the information previously submitted in compliance with the requirements of the various ICCAT 
management measures may be included in the Annual Report, but details should not be repeated. The reports 
should, however, contain all information required by ICCAT management measures where no other reporting 
mechanism exists. In order to ensure coherent formats, the Secretariat will each year indicate the management 
measures in force for which information should be included in the Annual Reports. The list provided, however, 
may not be exhaustive in all cases and Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or 
Fishing Entities should refer to the Compendium of ICCAT Management Recommendations and Resolutions to 
ensure compliance with all the measures which may relate to them. 
 
Section 4: Inspection Schemes and Activities 
 
This report section should provide information on efforts undertaken to inspect own and other nation tuna fishing 
activities and catches. In particular, this section should be used to describe steps taken to implement and 
administer the revised ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme, and to summarize results obtained under this scheme. 
Details of inspectorate designations and inspection results should be presented in the relevant appendix, which 
should be considered to be formal notification of such results. 
 

 This section may also be used to present relevant summarized information on other inspection schemes, 
including domestic inspection schemes.  

 
Section 5: Other Activities 
 
This report section should be used to provide summarized information on other tuna fishery related activities not 
included in the previous sections.  
 
 
Annual Report Appendices 
 
Appendices may be included as a supplement to the information contained in the main body of the Annual 
Reports to be submitted to ICCAT. The purpose of such appendices should be to provide detailed supplementary 
information to the main sections of the Annual Reports. As such, information contained in the appendices should 
be considered to have been formally transmitted to the ICCAT Secretariat, as will be the contents of the body of 
the Annual Reports. However, such appendices will not be included in the subsequent publication of Annual 
Reports, but will be made available on request.  
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4 Formats 
 
In order to facilitate the extraction of specific information for the relevant committees and sub-committees, and 
the subsequent publication, Annual Reports should adhere to the following format requirements, and report the 
information in accordance with the sections described above. 
 
The main body of Annual Reports should be concise, and detailed additional information should be presented in 
appendices to the report. Clear tables and figures may be used to summarize and clarify information presented in 
Annual Reports. The main body of the Annual Reports should not exceed eight pages in length (two A4 pages 
per section) except in cases where the report pertains to multiple fisheries, in which case they may extend to 20 
pages in length. The length of appendices is unlimited. Appendices will be distributed with the Annual Reports 
at the Commission Meeting, but they will not be published in the Biennial Report.  
 
General text must be in Times New Roman 10 (see margins below). Section headings are standardized (see 
above and model page); further sub-headings should be short, reflect a logical sequence, and follow the rules of 
multiple subdivision (i.e., there can be no subdivision without at least 2 two subheadings). The entire text should 
be intelligible to readers and therefore acronyms and abbreviations should be written out and all lesser-known 
technical terms should be defined the first time they are mentioned. Dates should be written as follows: 10 
November 2003. Measures should be expressed as metric units, e.g., metric tons (t). 
 
Tables should be placed after the text, followed by the figure(s); they should be in MSWord files. Tables should 
be cited in numerical order in the text. Tables should be numbered (Arabic) and the table heading should be 
included above the table; avoid using grids. Headings in tables should be short but sufficient to allow the table to 
be intelligible on its own. All unusual symbols should be explained in the Table legend. Other incidental 
comments may be footnoted.  
 
Figures should be in MSWord files and placed after tables. Figures should be cited in numerical order in the 
text. Figures should be numbered (Arabic) and the figure caption should be included beneath the figure; avoid 
using grids. Clearly identify numerical scales, units and legends for the X- and Y-axes for each figure. 
 
Appendices should be placed after figures, and following the standardized headings (see above and model page).  
 
For your convenience, the formatting instructions and model page are given in Attachment 1. 
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Attachment 1 
 

Summary of Formatting Instructions 
 
Software: Please prepare in MSWord (Word Perfect files will only be accepted if formatted 

exactly). 
 
Paper size: A4  
 
Margins: (Top, Bottom, Left, Right): 2.5 cm; headers 1.5 cm, footers 2.0 cm.  

Word Perfect files: The top margin of the first page should be 1.5 cm, and headers 1 cm. 
The header should be discontinued after page 1, and the top margins of subsequent 
pages set at 2.5 cm. 

 
Line spacing: Single (or 1.0); Double space between paragraphs; Triple space before new major 

headings. For contributors using an East Asian version of MSWord, please ensure that 
the printed copy is indeed single-spaced. 

 
Page numbering: None (for electronic copies) 
 
Header: NAT/200x/xxx [insert year and document number as provided by the Secretariat]; page 

1 header only (different first page), Arial 10, right justified. No other running headers. 
 
Font type: Times New Roman 
 
Font size: TR 10. Footnotes should be in TNR 8. 
 
 Case:   Only the document title on the title page should be in CAPS. 
 
Tabs:  Every 0.6 cm; no paragraph indents 
 
Files: Please submit 1 file with the formatted text (and tables, figures and appendices, should 

there be any). 
 
Checklist 
 
Before submitting your Annual Report, have you… 
 – kept to the 8-page limit? 
 – used MSWord? 
 – used A4 paper, 2.5 cm margins, 1.5 cm headers and 2.0 cm footers? 
 – used Times New Roman 10 font? 
 – single spaced the text? double spaced between paragraphs 
 – used the “insert” “footnote” feature of MSWord to include the author’s(’) address(es)? [inclusion is 

optional] 
 – referred to all of the tables and figures in the text, in numerical order? 
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[All text in TR 10. Set all margins to 2.5 cm. [Paragraphs NOT indented.] The reports can be submitted in any of the three official languages 
of the Commission (English, French, Spanish). IMPORTANT: Remember to avoid embedded tables and figures; these should be placed at 
the end of the document (tables followed by figures).] 

 
 
 

ANNUAL REPORT OF [insert name] 
 
 

John D. Smith, John D. Jones9  
 
 

 
Part I (Information on fisheries, research and statistics) [Major headings: Bold, sentence case] 

 Section 1: Annual Fisheries Information  [Sub-headings: Italics, bold, sentence case] 
                                                                                [double space before sub-headings and between paragraphs] 

[Sub-titles within sub-heading: Italics, lower case] 
 

 Section 2: Research and Statistics 
 
Part II (Management implementation) [triple space before starting a new major heading] 
 

 Section 3: Implementation of ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures 
 Section 4: Inspection Schemes and Activities 

 Section 5: Other Activities 
 
 [Tables and Figures should be numbered (Arabic); the table heading should be included above the table and the figure 
caption should be included beneath the figure. Tables and figures should be cited in numerical order in the text and the 
citation should be in boldface type (e.g., “…as illustrated in Table 1 and Figure 1…”).] 
 
Table 1. Table(s) should be numbered (Arabic) and the table heading should be included above the table. Headings in tables 
should be short but sufficient to allow the table to be intelligible on its own.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
[When the table(s) have been included, then continue with the figure(s).] 
 
 
[When the table(s) have been included, then continue with the figure(s).] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Figure(s) should be numbered (Arabic) and the figure caption should be included beneath the figure. Captions for figures should be 
short but sufficient to allow the figure to be intelligible on its own. 
 
[Appendices follow the same formatting rules as the text and tables and figures, as appropriate. They should follow the standardized 
headings below.] 
 
Annual Report Appendices 
  Research and Statistical Information  
  Implementation of ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures 
  Tuna Trade Information 
  Details and Results of Inspection Schemes 
  Other Activities 

 
9 Affiliation, addresses, etc. E-mail address of lead author. [Times New Roman 8]; please use the “insert” “footnote” feature of MSWord.   

[2 spaces from top of page]

[CAPS, BOLD, CENTERED] 

[Authors names: title case, centered- 
[inclusion is optional] 

[2 spaces]

[2 spaces]

Insert table(s) here: 
- Please use TNR 10; 
-  Please avoid using grids; 
-  Please keep standard margins (above); 
-  Please do not paste “pictures” if possible, prepare or convert your table to MSWord; 
-  All unusual symbols should be explained in the Table legend; 
-  Other incidental comments may be footnoted.  

Insert figure(s) here: 
-  Please avoid using grids; 
-  Please keep standard margins (above); 
-  Clearly identify numerical scales, units and legends for the X- and Y-axes for each figure; 
-  All symbols should be explained in the figure key; 
-  In your graphics file, use “copy” and in your MSWord file use “paste special” “picture” to minimize the space 
     in the file; 
-  Click on the picture, then go to “format,” “picture,” “layout” and choose “in front of text” for best results. 
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05-09 MISC 
RECCOMENDATION BY ICCAT ON  

COMPLIANCE WITH STATISTICAL REPORTING OBLIGATIONS 

 
(Entered into force: June 13, 2006) 

 
WHEREAS the reporting of basic catch and effort statistics is a fundamental obligation of Contracting 

Parties under Article IX, Rule 2 of the Convention and for Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities and 
Fishing Entities under the terms of the 2003 Recommendation by ICCAT on Criteria for Attaining the Status of 
Cooperating Non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity in ICCAT [Rec. 03-20]; 
 

NOTING that, despite the adoption of numerous measures intended to address the matter, lack of compliance 
with reporting obligations has been a persistent problem for the Commission over the entire history of its work; 
 

FURTHER NOTING that SCRS has frequently identified incomplete, missing, or late data as a contributor to 
uncertainly in assessments for several stocks, a factor that limits its ability to formulate specific and science-
based management advice; 
 

RECOGNIZING the need to establish a clear process and procedures to identify data gaps, particularly those 
that limit the ability of SCRS to conduct robust stock assessments, and to find appropriate means to address 
those gaps; 
 

RECALLING that the ICCAT Criteria for the Allocation of Fishing Possibilities (Reference Document 01-
25) clearly links fishing access with the obligation to provide accurate data on fishing effort and catch; 
 

COGNIZANT of the differing levels of development of ICCAT’s membership and recalling the 2003 
Resolution by ICCAT on Improvements in Data Collection and Quality Assurance [Res. 03-21]; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS THAT: 

 
1 The Secretariat shall prepare, as part of its annual report on statistics and research, a list of specific data 

elements that are lacking for each stock. Such listing shall indicate the missing data elements pertaining to 
catch, by-catch, effort, and/or size composition, by fleet, gear, and fishing area to the extent such fishing 
operations are presumed to have occurred based on secondary sources. 
 

2 In view of the report of the Secretariat, SCRS shall provide: 
 

 a) an evaluation of the extent to which missing data have adversely affected the most recent assessment or 
update,  

b) an appraisal of the effect on new stock assessments if the data remain unavailable or incomplete, and 
c) the consequences of the data deficiencies with respect to the formulation of management advice. 

 
3 Each Contracting Party and Cooperating non-Contracting Party, Entity, or Fishing Entity (CPC) shall 

provide an explanation regarding its reporting deficiencies including the reasons underlying the identified 
data gaps, capacity challenges and plans for corrective action. The Commission, through the Compliance 
Committee or Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation 
Measures (PWG), as appropriate, shall evaluate the information provided by the Secretariat, SCRS and 
CPCs under this Recommendation. 

 
4 Based on the information provided under Paragraphs 1-3, the Compliance Committee or PWG shall identify 

problematic data deficiencies and recommend appropriate actions by the respective CPC to address the 
problem.  In making this determination, the Compliance Committee or PWG shall take into account: 

  
 a) any explanations and/or plans for corrective action,  

 
b) the responsible CPC’s record of late, incomplete, and/or missing data submissions,  
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c) the extent to which the responsible CPC has requested and/or received data collection assistance from 
the Food and Agriculture Organization, other CPCs, the Secretariat, including through the data fund 
established by the 2003 Resolution by ICCAT on Improvements in Data Collection and Quality 
Assurance [Res. 03-21], or others, and  

 
d) the effect of the data deficiency(ies) on the Commission’s ability to determine the status of the stock(s) 

and on the effectiveness of the ICCAT conservation and management measures. 
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05-11 MISC 
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON PELAGIC SARGASSUM 

 
(Transmitted to Contracting Parties: December 14, 2005) 

 
RECALLING that the Commission is responsible for the study of the populations of tuna and tuna-like fishes 

and that such study includes research on the abundance, biometry and ecology of the fishes, the oceanography of 
their environment, and the effects of natural and human factors upon their abundance; 
 

RECOGNIZING that pelagic Sargassum supports a diverse assemblage of marine organisms, including over 
140 species of fish, and that the fishes associated with pelagic Sargassum include tuna and tuna-like species at 
different life stages; 
 

WHEREAS the greatest concentrations of pelagic Sargassum (Sargassum natans and S. fluitans) are found 
within the North Atlantic Central Gyre in the Sargasso Sea, providing nutrients and habitat for large pelagic fish 
traversing the otherwise nutrient-poor, energy-poor open ocean; 
 

RECOGNIZING that certain stocks under ICCAT jurisdiction could be adversely impacted by a decline in 
the abundance of pelagic Sargassum, diminishing the Commission’s ability to maintain the stocks at maximum 
sustainable levels; 
 

RECALLING that the United Nations Agreement on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish 
Stocks calls for consideration of habitat and biodiversity in the marine environment, refers to the need to take 
ecosystem considerations into account, and that many countries, including Contracting Parties, are moving to 
incorporate ecosystem considerations into fisheries management; 
 

FURTHER RECALLING that the Commission’s Sub-Committee on the Environment, meeting October 6, 
2005, recommended expanding its area of research to ecosystem matters; 
 

CONFIRMING that the objective of including ecosystem considerations in fisheries management, including 
protection of fish habitat, is to contribute to long-term food security and to human development and to assure the 
effective conservation and sustainable use of the ecosystem and its resources; 
 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT: 

 
1. Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Parties, Entities and Fishing Entities, where appropriate, undertake to 

provide to the SCRS information and data on activities that impact pelagic Sargassum in the Convention 
area on the high seas, directly or indirectly, with particular emphasis in the Sargasso Sea. 
 

2. The SCRS should examine available and accessible information and data on the status of pelagic Sargassum 
and its ecological importance to tuna and tuna-like species. 
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05-12  MISC 
GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR GRANTING 

OBSERVER STATUS AT ICCAT MEETINGS 

 
 
1 In exercising the responsibilities in respect to invitation to observers to ICCAT Meetings as provided for in 

Article XI of the Convention and in Article 2 of the FAO/ICCAT Agreement, the Executive Secretary, 
acting on behalf of the Commission, shall invite: 

 
 − FAO. 
 
 − Intergovernmental economic integration organizations constituted by States that have transferred to it 

competence over the matters governed by the ICCAT Convention, including the competence to enter 
into treaties in respect of those matters. 

 
 − Intergovernmental organizations that have regular contacts with ICCAT as regards fisheries matters or 

whose work is of interest to ICCAT or vice versa. 
 
 − Non-Contracting countries with coastlines bordering the Convention Area as defined in Article I of the 

Convention, or those non-contracting parties, entities or fishing entities identified as harvesting tunas or 
tuna-like species in the Convention Area. 

 
2 All non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which support the objectives of ICCAT and with a 

demonstrated interest in the species under the purview of ICCAT should be eligible to participate as an 
observer in all meetings of the organization and its subsidiary bodies, except extraordinary meetings held in 
executive sessions or meetings of Heads of Delegations. 

 
3 Any NGO desiring to participate as an observer in a meeting of the organization or its subsidiary bodies 

shall notify the Secretariat of its desire to participate at least 50 days in advance of the meeting. This 
application must include: 

 
 − Name, address, telephone and fax number of the organization; 
 − Address of all its national/regional offices; 
 − Aims and purposes of the organization and an indication as to how they relate to the objectives of 

ICCAT; 
 − A brief history of the organization and a description of its activities; 
 − Any papers produced by or for the organization on the conservation, management or science of tunas or 

tuna-like species; 
 − A history of ICCAT observer status granted/revoked; 
 − Information or input that the organization proposes to present at the meeting in question; 
 
4 The Executive Secretary shall review applications received within the prescribed time, and, at least 45 days 

before the meeting for which the application was received, shall notify the Contracting Parties of the names 
and qualifications of NGOs determined to meet the criteria for participation stipulated in paragraph 2 above. 
Such applications will then be considered as accepted unless one-third of Contracting Parties object in 
writing at least 30 days prior to the meeting, or within 60 days of receipt of applications, if such date falls 
earlier than 30 days prior to the meeting. 

 
5 Any eligible NGO admitted to a meeting may: 
 
 − Attend meetings, as set forth above, but may not vote; 
 − Make oral statements during the meeting upon the invitation of the presiding officer; 
 − Distribute documents at meetings through the secretariat; and 
 − Engage in other activities, as appropriate and as approved by the presiding officer; 
 
6 Observers will be required to pay a fee for their participation at the meetings of the Organization, which will 

contribute to the additional expenses generated by their participation, as determined annually by the 
Executive Secretary. 
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7 The Executive Secretary will determine whether, due to conference room capacity, seating limitations 
require that a limited number of observers per NGO may be present at any meetings. The Executive 
Secretary will transmit any such determination in the conditions of participation. 

 
8 All observers admitted to a meeting shall be sent or otherwise receive the same documentation generally 

available to Contracting Parties and their delegations, except those documents deemed confidential by the 
Parties. 

 
9 All observers admitted to a meeting shall comply with all rules and procedures applicable to other 

participants in the meeting. Failure to conform to these rules or any other rules that ICCAT may adopt for 
the conduct of observers will result in withdrawal of accreditation by the Chairman of the Commission. 

 
(Adopted by the Commission at its 11th Special Meeting, Santiago de Compostela - November 16 to 23, 1998, 
and subsequently amended by the Commission at its 19th Regular meeting, Seville,  November14-20  2005.) 
 


