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REPORT OF THE MEETING 
OF MANAGERS AND STAKEHOLDERS IN ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA 

(Tokyo, Japan – March 26-27, 2008) 
 
 
1. Opening of the meeting 
 
The meeting of Managers and Stakeholders in Atlantic Bluefin tuna (MASB) was opened on March 26, 2008 by 
Mr. Fabio Hazin, ICCAT Chairman, who gave the floor to Mr. Masanori Miyahara, ICCAT Head Delegate for 
Japan. In his opening speech, Mr. Miyahara welcomed the participants on behalf of the Government of Japan. He 
then underlined that it was a first attempt for ICCAT to invite all Atlantic bluefin tuna managers and 
stakeholders to exchange their views. He hoped that the meeting would enhance conservation and management 
measures and promote compliance measures. 
 
Mr. Hazin then intervened to remind participants that although this was not formally an ICCAT meeting it was 
an important meeting for ICCAT given that the future of bluefin tuna was at stake. He also expressed his concern 
about the very serious situation of the bluefin tuna stock and thereof invited participants to present concrete 
proposals for the recovery of the bluefin tuna stocks. 
 
The opening addresses of Mr. Miyahara and Mr. Hazin are attached as Appendices 3 and 4. 
 
 
2. Election of the Chair 
 
Mr. John Spencer, ICCAT Head Delegate for the European Community (EC), proposed that Mr. Miyahara be 
nominated as Chair. Mr. Jim Jones, ICCAT Head Delegate for Canada, seconded the nomination. Mr. Miyahara 
was elected as Chair. 
 
 
3. Nomination of Rapporteur 
 
The ICCAT Secretariat was designated as Rapporteur of the meeting. 
 
 
4. Adoption of the Agenda and meeting arrangements 
 
The Agenda was adopted without change and is attached as Appendix 1. 
 
The List of Participants is attached as Appendix 2. 
 
 
5. Current conditions of the Atlantic bluefin tuna resource 
 
Dr. Gerald Scott, SCRS Chairman, presented a document entitled “Current Conditions of the Atlantic Bluefin 
Tuna Resource” (attached as Appendix 5). Among other issues, such as fishing effort, Dr. Scott emphasized the 
problems of under reporting and misreporting. He concluded his presentation by considering two possible 
scenarios: a high risk of fishery and stock collapse or the need for adjustments in 2008 in the current recovery 
plan given that the current assessment is based on 2004 data. 
 
 
6. Overview of relevant ICCAT conservation and management measures 
 
Mr. Driss Meski, ICCAT Executive Secretary, presented an overview of the current conservation and 
management measures for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna (attached as Appendix 6) He underlined the need for 
Contracting Parties to fulfill their reporting requirements. 
 
Some stakeholders intervened to consider that not only catches should be limited but also fishing capacity and 
therefore a capacity plan should be envisaged to reduce overfishing. Other participants stated that Contracting 
Parties should be in compliance with ICCAT Recommendations and that IUU activitites should be curbed. 
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7. Current application of ICCAT measures to the chain of bluefin tuna activities 
 
Mr. Aronne Spezzani, EC Delegation, presented the current legislation for the conservation and management of 
bluefin tuna within the European Community as well as the implementation and the monitoring of the multi-
annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna at the EC level. Mr. Spezzani’s presentation is attached as Appendix 7. 
 
 
8. Examination of the chain of bluefin tuna activities from catch to farming/fattening and to markets 
 
Mr. Shingo Ota, Deputy Director at the Far Seas Fisheries Division of the Fisheries Agency of Japan, made a 
presentation on how the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) should be implemented 
(attached as Appendix 8). Mr. Ota underlined that the difference between this scheme and the Statistical 
Document Program (SDP) was that the CDS would track the movements from catch to market while the 
previous document only monitored imports and exports. He also explained that further to validation by the flag 
State, each CPC should send a copy of the CDS to the CPC concerned and to the ICCAT Secretariat. 
 
In relation to the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Data Exchange Format and Protocol in Relation to 
the Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) for the Bluefin Tuna Fishery in the ICCAT Convention Area [Rec. 07-08], a 
discussion was launched on the implementation of VMS since one Contracting Party informed the participants 
that its Fishing Monitoring Centre (FMC) would not be operational before end of 2008. The Chair recalled that 
VMS was mandatory and that it was a flag State responsibility to implement it. 
 
 
9. Consideration of joint voluntary actions to reduce total fishing, caging and imports to the level of TAC 
 
Within the context of fishing opportunities versus fishing and farming capacities, Mr. Miyahara invited the 
participants to consider how capacity could be reduced on a voluntary basis. 
 
Mr. Ota (Japan) informed the participants that Japan had adjusted its capacity according to its quota allocation. 
 
Mr. Spencer (EC) acknowledged the problem of overcapacity and considered that the fleets should be 
restructured. Therefore, he considered that ICCAT should its further work on capacity issues. 
 
Mr. Hazin (Brazil) indicated it was too restrictive to link the control of catches only to capacity, but that capacity 
management could be a useful additional tool. He also considered that ICCAT should work in a more systematic 
way in the Compliance Committee, and that this would be done in the future. 
 
Mr. Chris Rogers, Chair of the ICCAT Compliance Committee, intervened to express that, even with different 
means, managers and stakeholders should share the same objectives: enhancing compliance, reducing capacities 
and curbing IUU. 
 
Mr. Miyahara proposed to draft a joint statement pointing out the need to ensure compliance with ICCAT 
conservation and management measures and to adjust or strengthen the bluefin tuna recovery plan on the basis of 
a SCRS review to be presented at the Special Meeting of the Commission in 2008. During the discussion, 
managers and stakeholders agreed to complete the joint statement by adding, among others, references to the 
need to manage fishing capacity and fishing effort, to implement the CDS in 2008 and to combat IUU. 
 
The Joint Statement on Sustainable Use of the Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Resource is attached as Appendix 
9. 
 
 
10. Possible actions to be taken in the research into and application of stock breeding techniques 
 
Dr. Shukei Masuma from the Fisheries Research Agency National Center for Stock Enhancement presented his 
research on the status of northern bluefin tuna brood stock management, breeding, and fingerling production in 
Japan. 
 
This presentation was followed by an intervention by Mr. Antonio Belmonte (EC), who presented a European 
research project and outlined the role of Spanish farms in current research on bluefin tuna. 
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While it was recognized that such research should be encouraged and may help to reduce fishing pressure on 
Atlantic bluefin, this would take some considerable time and should not substitute control and management in 
the short term. 
 
 
11. Other matters 
 
No other matters were discussed. 
 
 
12.  Adoption of the report 
 
The report was adopted by correspondence. 
 
 
13.  Adjournment 
 
Participants intervened to thank the Government of Japan for hosting the first meeting involving the 
stakeholders. They expressed the need to convene similar meetings in the future in order to promote better 
dialogue between managers and stakeholders. 
 
The meeting was adjourned on March 27, 2008. 
 



MSAB – Tokyo 2008 

 4

Appendix 1 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Opening of the meeting. 
2. Election of Chair. 
3. Nomination of rapporteur. 
4. Adoption of agenda and meeting arrangements. 
5. Current condition of the Atlantic bluefin tuna resource (presentation by SCRS Chair) 
6. Overview of relevant ICCAT conservation and management measures (presentation by Executive Secretary) 
7. Current application of ICCAT measures to the chain of bluefin tuna activities. 
8. Examination of the chain of bluefin tuna activities from catch to farming/fattening, and to markets. 
9. Consideration of joint voluntary actions to reduce total fishing, caging and imports to the level of TAC. 
10. Possible actions to be taken in the research into and application of stock breeding techniques.  
11. Other matters. 
12. Adoption of Report. 
13. Adjournment. 
 

 

Appendix 2 

 

 List of Participants 
 
 
CONTRACTING PARTIES 
 
Commission Chairman 
Hazin, Fabio H. V. 
Commission Chairman, Universidade Federal Rural de Pernambuco-UFRPE / Departamento de Pesca e  Aqüicultura- 
DEPAq, Rua Desembargador Célio de Castro Montenegro 32, Apto 1702, Monteiro Recife, Pernambuco, 52070-008 
Brazil 
Tel: +55 81 3320 6500, Fax: +55 81 3320 6512, E-Mail: fhvhazin@terra.com.br 
 
SCRS Chairman 
Scott, Gerald P. 
SCRS Chairman, NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Fisheries Science Center Sustainable Fisheries Division, 75 Virginia Beach 
Drive, Miami, Florida 33149-1099 
Tel: +1 305 361 4220, Fax: +1 305 361 4219, E-Mail: gerry.scott@noaa.gov 
 
CANADA 
Jones, James B. 
Regional Director General, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, P.O. Box 5030, 343 University Avenue, Moncton, New 
Brunswick E1C 9B6 
Tel: +1 506 851 7750, Fax: +1 506 851 2224, E-Mail: jonesj@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
Lapointe, Sylvie 
Director Straddling and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, International Directorate - Fisheries, Department of Fisheries & 
Oceans, 200 Kent Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6 
Tel: + 1 613 993 68 53, Fax: + 1 613 993 59 95, E-Mail: Lapointesy@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
Rashotte, Barry 
Associate Director General Resources Management, Fisheries Management, Department of Fisheries & Oceans, 200 Kent  
Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6 
Tel: +1 613 990 0087, Fax: +1 613 954 1407, E-Mail: rashottb@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
CROATIA 
Katavic, Ivan 
Assistant Minister, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Ulica Grada Vukovara, 78 - P.O.1034, 10000 
Zagreb  
Tel: +385 1 610 6531, Fax: +385 610 6558, E-Mail: ivan.katavic@mps.hr 
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Kucic, Miro 
HGK-Rosvelton TRG 2; 11000 Zagreb 
E-mail: mkucic@hgk.hr 
 
Mirkovic, Miro 
Jadran Tuna doo, Vunovarsna 15, 23210 Biograd Mn 
Tel: +385 23 385 355, Fax: +385 23 385 359, E-Mail: miro.mirkovic@zdt-com.hr 
  
Vidov, Dino 
Fish Farming, Put Vele Luke B.B., Kali, 23000 Zadar 
Tel: +385 23 282 800, Fax: +385 23 282 810, E-Mail: dino@kali-tuna.hr 
 
EGYPT 
Kenawy, Alaa 
Minister Commercial Plenipotentiary, Egyptian Embassy in Tokyo, 1-5-4 Aobadai, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 153-0042  
Tel: +81 03 3770 8022(3); Fax: +81 03 3770 8021; E-mail: egyptemb@leaf.ocn.ne.jp 
 
Basha, Osama 
Second Commercial Secretary, Egyptian Embassy in Tokyo, 1-5-4 Aobadai, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 153-0042  
Tel: +81 03 3770 8022(3); Fax: +81 03 3770 8021; E-mail: osamabasha@hotmail.com 
 
Mahmoud Abdo, Abdel-Rahman 
Egyptian Embassy in Tokyo, 1-5-4 Aobadai, Meguro-Ku, Tokyo 153-0042  
Tel: +81 03-3770-8022(3); Fax:+8103-3770-8021; E-mail: egyptemb@leaf.ocn.ne.jp 
 
EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
Spencer, Edward-John 
Head of Unit International and Regional Arrangements, European Commission DG Fisheries, J/99 3/56, Rue Joseph II, 99, 
B-1049 Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: +322 295 6858, Fax: +322 295 5700, E-Mail: edward-john.spencer@ec.europa.eu 
 
Duarte de Sousa, Eduarda 
Principal Administrator, European Commission  DG Fisheries, J-99 3/36, Rue Joseph II, 99, B-1049 Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: +322 296 2902, Fax: +322 295 5700, E-Mail: eduarda.duarte-de-sousa@ec.europa.eu 
 
Spezzani, Aronne 
Administrateur principal, Commission européenne DG Pêche J-99 1/69, Av. Joseph II 99, B-1049, Bruxelles, Belgium 
Tel: +322 295 9629, Fax: +322 296 3985, E-Mail: aronne.spezzani@ec.europa.eu 
 
Aguirre, Juan Manuel 
Spain 
E-Mail: piscialba@yahoo.es 
 
Azzopardi, David 
Malta 
E-Mail: dvd@maltanet.net 
 
Azzopardi, Charlie 
Azzopardi Fisheries, St Paul’s Bay, Malta 
E-mail: info@azzopardifisheries.com.mt 
 
Belmonte Rios, Antonio 
Tel: +34 659204987; E-mail: antonio.belmonte@taxon.es 
 
Berends, Gijs 
European Commission Delegation; Europa House 9-15, Sanbancho, Tokyo. 
Tel: +81 33 239 0648; Fax: +81 33 261 5194; E-Mail: gijs.berends@cc.europa.eu 
 
Blasco Molina, Miguel Angel 
Jefe de Servicio, Secretaría General de Pesca Marítima, Subdirección General de Relaciones Pesqueras Internacionales, 
c/José Ortega y Gasset, 57, 28006 Madrid, Spain  
Tel: +34 91 347 61 78, Fax: +34 91 347 6042, E-Mail: mblascom@mapya.es 
 
Byrom, David 
FEAP Secretariat, Rue Nicolas Fossoul 54, B-4100 Boncelles, Belgium 
Tel: +32 4 338 2995, Fax: +32 4 337 9846, E-Mail: byrom@afe.net.au 
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Caruana, Joe 
Fish & Fish Ltd, P.P. Saydon Street, Zurrieq, Malta,  
Tel: +35 69 949 4581; Fax: +35 62 180 9462; E-Mail: dvd@maltanet.net 
 
Conte, Fabio 
Ministerio delle Politiche Agricole, Alimentari e Forestali, Direzione Generale della Pesca Marittima e Acquacoltura, Viale  
dell' Arte 16, 00144 Rome, Italy  
Tel: +39 06 5908 4502, Fax: +39 06 5908 4818, E-Mail: f.conte@politicheagricole.it 
 
Conte, Plinio 
Dirigente, Ministero delle Politiche Agricole Alimentari e Forestali, Direzione Generale Pesca Maritima e Acquacoltura, Via 
dell’Arte, 16, Rome, Italy 
Tel: +39 06 5964 8181; Fax: +39 06 5908 3442; E-Mail: p.conte@politicheagricole.it 
 
Crespo Sevilla, Diego 
Organización de Productores Pesqureos de Almadraba, c/Luis de Morales 32, Edificio Forum, Planta 3-mod 31, 41018 
Sevilla, Spain 
Tel: +34 95 498 7938, Fax: +34 95 498 8692, E-Mail: opp51@atundealmadraba.com 
 
Ellul, Saviour 
Managing Director, Malta Fishfarming Ltd., Triq I-Industrija, Kirkop ZRQ 10 Malta 
Tel: +356 2164 9999, Fax: +356 2168 5075, E-Mail: sellul@ebcon.com.mt 
 
Fenech Farrugia, Andreina 
Principal Scientific Officer, Ministry for Resources and Rural Affairs, Veterinary Affairs and Fisheries Division, Fisheries 
Conservation and Control, Malta  
Tel: +356 2 590 5171, E-Mail: andreina.fenech-farrugia@gov.mt 
 
Ferrari, Gilberto 
Italy 
 
Ferretti, Mario 
CIRSPE, Via de'Gigli d'oro 21, Rome, Italy  
Tel: +39 06 6869 400, Fax: +39 06 687 5184, E-Mail: mferreti@cirsfe.it 
 
Flores, Jean-François 
Vice-Président, Comité Régional des Pêches Maritimes et des Elevages Marins PACA, 39 rue de la Loges, 13002 Marseille, 
France  
Tel: +33 049 156 7833, Fax: +33 049 191 9605, E-Mail: floresjff@aol.com; crpmen.paca@wanadoo.fr 
 
Gianinni, Luigi  
FEDERPESCA, Via Emilio De Cavalieri, 7, 198 Rome,  Italy 
Tel: +39 06 8535 2992, Fax: +39 06 8554 198, E-Mail: info@federpesca.it 
 
Gómez Aguilar, Almudena 
Confederación Española de Pesca-CEPESCA, c/ Velázquez, 41, 4-C, Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 91 432 3489; Fax: +34 91 435 5201; E-Mail: cepesca@cepesca.es; agomez@cepesca.es 
 
Larzabal, Serge 
Président, Commission Thon Rouge, CNPMEM Syndicat Marins CGT, 12, Quai Pascal Elissalt, 64500 Ciboure Cedex, 
France 
Tel: +33 68 021 1995, Fax: +33 55 947 0539, E-Mail: serge.larzabal@yahoo.fr 
 
Mangalo, Caroline 
Comité National des Pêches Maritimes et des Elevages Marins, 134, Avenue Malakoff, 75116 Paris, France  
Tel: +33 1 7271 1800, Fax: +33 1 7271 1850, E-Mail: cmangalo@comite-peches.fr 
 
Nakasone, Saori 
European Union, Commission of the European Delegation to Japan, Europa House, 9-15 Sanbancho, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo, 
Japan 
Tel: +81 33 239 0466; Fax: +81 33 261 5194; E-Mail: saori.nakasone@ec.europa.eu 
 
Navarro Cid, Juan José 
Poligon Industrial, edificio Balfegó, 43860 L’Ametlla de Mar, Spain 
Tel: +349 770 7700, Fax: +349 774 57812, E-Mail: Juanjo@grupbalfego.com 
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Olascoaga Susperregui, Andrés 
Federación Cofradías Pescadores Guipuzcoa; Paseo Miraconcha nº9;: 20007 San Sebastian (Gipuzcoa), Spain 
Tel: +34 943 451 788; Fax: +34 943 455 306 
 
Saito, Yuko 
3-6-3 Shiba-koen, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 105-0011 
Tel: +81 35 776 5490; Fax: +81 35 776 5500; E-mail: nltokagr@oranda.or.jp 
 
Santiago Burrutxaga, Josu 
Director de Pesca, Departamento de Agricultura y Pesca del Gobierno Vasco, Donostia-San Sebastian,  1, 1010, Vitoria- 
Gasteiz, Alava, Spain 
Tel: +34 94 501 9650, Fax: +34 94 501 9989, E-Mail: jsantiago@suk.azti.es;j-burrutxaga@ej-gv.es 
 
Wendling, Bertrand 
SaThoAn - Cap St. Louis 3B, 28 Promenade JB Marty, 34200 Sète, France 
Tel: +33 4 6746 0415, Fax: +33 4 6746 0913, E-Mail: bwen@wandoo.fr 
 
FRANCE (ST. PIERRE & MIQUELON) 
Leguerrier Sauboua Suraud, Delphine 
Chargée de Mission "Affaires internationales", Ministère de l'Agriculture et de la Pêche, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et 
de l'Aquaculture, 3, Place de Fontenoy, 75007 Paris 
Tel: +33 1 4955 8236, Fax: +33 1 4955 8200, E-Mail: delphine.leguerrier@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
JAPAN 
Miyahara, Masanori 
Director, Fisheries Coordination Division, Resources Management Deptament Fisheries Agency of Japan, 1-2-1 
Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku 100-8907, Tokyo 
Tel: +81 33 501 8000, Fax: +81 33 501 1019, E-Mail: masanori_miyahara1@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Aida, Yoshiharu 
Tohto Suisan Kabusiki Kaisha  
 
Anzai, Tadao 
Maruha Corporation 
 
Aizawa, Keisuke 
Tohto Suisan Kabusiki Kaisha   
 
Aso, Kazuharu 
Daito Gyorui Co, Ltd. 
 
Einarsson, Arni Pall 
Atlantis Co., Ltd.  
 
Fujita, Hitoshi 
Deputy Director, Far Seas Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, 100-8907, Tokyo 
 
Furukawa, Osamu 
Marine Fresh Marketing Co., Ltd.   
 
Furukawa, Shinichi 
Marine Fresh Marketing Co., Ltd.   
 
Hanzawa, Junya 
Sojitz Corporation   
 
Hatakeyama, Shoshiro 
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association, 2-31-1 Eishin Bld. Eitai Koto-Ku, Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 35 646 2382, Fax: +81 35 646 2652, E-Mail: gyojyo@japantuna.or.jp 
 
Hattori, Toshiyuki 
Kanetomo Co., Ltd.   
 
Hayashi, Koji 
Try-Tokyo Corporation   
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Homma, Takeshi 
Tokyo Seafoods Ltd.   
 
Hyoe, Kiyomi 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 
 
Igari, Kunihiro 
Try-Tokyo Corporation   
 
Ishida, Naoki 
Sojitz Corporation   
 
Ishikawa, Masahiro 
President, Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Associations, 2-31-1 Eishin Bold. Eitai Koto-Ku, Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 35 646 2382, Fax: +81 35 646 2652, E-Mail: gyojyo@japantuna.or.jp 
 
Kasajima, Katsuma 
Mitsui & Co., Ltd.   
 
Katsuma, Takashi 
Nihon Marine Corporation   
 
Kawamura, Yoshiro 
Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association, , 2-31-1 Eishin Bld. Eitai Koto-Ku, Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 3 5646 2382, Fax: +81 3 5646 2652, E-Mail: gyojyo@japantuna.or.jp 
 
Kawanami, Koji 
Maruha Corporation   
 
Kawano, Michiharu 
Nihon Marine Corporation   
 
Masuko, Hisao 
Director, Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association 2-31-1 Eishin Bld. Eitai Koto-Ku,  
Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 35 646 2382, Fax: +81 35 646 2652 
 
Masuma, Shukei 
Director-General, Center Fisheries Reserch Agency  
 
Matsushima, Hirohide 
International Affairs Division, Fishery Agency, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Tokyo, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
 
Miyake, P. Makoto 
Scientific Advisor, Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association, 3-3-4 Shimorenjaku, Mitaka-Shi, 181-0013, Tokyo 
Tel: +81 422 46 3917, Fax: +81 422 43 7089, E-Mail: p.m.miyake@gamma.ocn.ne.jp 
 
Mizugaki, Chiaki 
Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Office, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chidoya-Ku 
Tokyo 100-8907  
 
Miyabe, Naozumi 
5-7-1, Orido, Shimizu-Ku, Shizuoka 424-8633 
Tel: +81 54 336 6032; Fax: +81 54 335 9642; E-mail: miyabe@fra.affrc.go.jp 
 
Motoyama, Masamichi 
Adviser, National Ocean Tuna Fisheries Association   
 
Murata, Satoru 
Yashima Shoji  
 
Murata, Yoichi 
Ocean Stage Inc   
 
Nakamura, Masaaki 
Adviser, Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association, 2-31-1 Eishin Bld. Eitai Koto-Ku, Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 35 646 2382, Fax: +81 35 646 2652, E-Mail: gyojyo@japantuna.or.jp 
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Nakatsuka, Shuya 
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
 
Nakayama, Osamu 
Yashima Suisan Co., Ltd.  
 
Noguchi, Takeshi 
Tokyo Seafoods Ltd.   
 
Ogura, Miki 
Fisheries Research Agency, 2-3-3 Minato Mirai, Nishi-Ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 220-6115 
Tel: +81 45 227 2759, Fax: +81 45 227 2700, E-Mail: ogura@fra.affre.go.jp 
 
Ohashi, Reiko 
Assistant Chief, International Division, Japan Tuna Fisheries Co-operative Association, 2-31-1 Eishin Bld. Eitai Koto-Ku,  
Tokyo 135-0034 
Tel: +81 35 646 2382, Fax: +81 35 646 2652, E-Mail: gyojyo@japantuna.or.jp 
 
Ota, Shingo 
Deputy Director, Far Seas Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, 100, Chiyoda-Ku, Tokyo 
Tel: +81 33 502 8478, Fax: +81 33 591 5824  
 
Ohtaki, Kanahiro 
Takayama Seafood Co. Ltd 
 
Sakamoto, Noritaka 
Atlantis Co., Ltd. 
 
Sato, Akiko 
Women’s Forum for FISH 
 
Shibatomi, Isao 
Matsuoka Co., Ltd.  
 
Shikada, Yoshitsugu 
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Resources Management Department, Fisheries Agency of Japan, 1-2-1 
Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 33 591 1086, Fax: +81 33 502 0571, E-Mail: yoshitsugu_shikada@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Shirakawa, Osamu 
Vessel Owner, Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative Associations, 2-31-1 Eitai, Koto-Ku, Tokyo 
 
Suzuki, Kazuhiko 
Section Chief, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, Resources Management Deparment, 1-2-1 
Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 33 591 1086, Fax: +81 33 502 0571, E-Mail: kazuhiko_suzuki@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Suzuki, Ryotaro 
Director, Fishery Division, Economic Affairs Bureau, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku  
Tokyo 100-8907 
 
Taguchi, Hideyuki 
Ocean Stage Inc.   
 
Takagi, Yoshihiro 
Special Advisor International Relations, Overseas Fishery Cooperation Foundation, , 9-13 Akasaka-1, Minato-Ku, 107-0052 
Tokyo 
Tel: +81 33 585 5087, Fax: +81 33 582 4539, E-Mail: takagi@ofcf.or.jp 
 
Takagi, Yuuki 
Far Seas Fisheries Division, Resources Management Department, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chidoya-Ku, Tokyo 100-8907 
Tel: +81 33 591 1086, Fax: +81 33 502 0571, E-Mail: yuki_takagi@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Tanaka, Kengo 
Assistant Director, Far Seas Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, Government of Japan, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku 
100-8907 Tokyo 
Tel: +81 33 502 8204, Fax: +81 33 595 7332, E-Mail: kengo_tanaka@nm.maff.go.jp 
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Toriyama, Takashi 
Takayama Seafood Co., Ltd.  
 
Tsuboi, Katsumi 
Kanetomo Co., Ltd. Tsukiji Office  
 
Tsurumoto, Masaki 
Vessel Owner, Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative Associations, 2-31-1 Eitai, Koto-Ku, Tokyo  
 
Tsuya, Koken 
Maruha Corporation 
Tel: +81 33 216 4666; Fax: +81 33 216 0306 
 
Urabe, Yuji 
Itochu Corporation  
 
Wazawa, Miho 
Assistant Director, International Affairs Division, Fisheries Agency of Japan, 1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku Tokyo 
100-8907 
 
Yaguchi, Takeshi 
Itochu Corporation  
 
Yano, Masayuki 
Marukoh Fishereis Co., Ltd.  
 
Yoshikawa, Takuji 
Sirius Ocean, Inc.   
 
Guests 
Kawakami, Yasuhiro 
Mitsubishi Corporation 
 
Yamakawa, Masahiro 
Mitsubishi Corporation 
 
KOREA, REP. 
Jinsoo, Park 
Chungjeongro-2 ga, Seodaemn Gu, Seoul 
Tel: +82 2 3 277 1629; Fax: +82 2 365 6079; E-mail: longline@sajo.co.kr 
 
Yongseok, Choi 
Embassy of the Republic of Korea, 2-5 Minami-Azahu Ichone, Mamato-Ku, Tokyo 
Tel: +03 5416 3268; Fax: +03 3453 8834; E-mail: 88hadaro@hanmail.net 
 
LIBYA 
Abukhder, Ahmed G. 
Head, General Authority of Marine Wealth, Department of Tech. Cooperation, P.O. Box 80876, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 21 334 0932, Fax: +218 21 333 0666, E-Mail: abuk53@yahoo.com;abuk53@gam-ly.org 
 
Akra, Fouzi A. 
General Director, Int. Maritime Fishing Co., P.O. Box2727 Maidan Algzaer, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 21 340 8561, Fax: +218 21 340 560, E-Mail: imfcoltd@yahoo.com 
 
Alaiat, Tarek 
General Authority of Marine Wealth, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 214 447 833; Fax: +218 213 330 666; E-mail: tarek-ayat@yahoo.com 
 
Bensullaiaman, Ammar M. 
Nour Alhaiat Fishery Co., P.O. Box 1154, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 213 603 112, Fax: +218 213 615 209  
 
Fahema, Marwan T. 
Geneal Authority of Marine Wealth, Permanet Committe of Fisheries in Libyan Water, P.O. Box 83400, Street Ezawya, 
Tripoli 
Tel: +218 91 374 1702, E-Mail: marwan.fahema@yahoo.com 
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Khalifa Megbri, Abdulaziz 
Al Saffa Fishing Co., P.O.Box 83400, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 91 216 3365, Fax: +218 21 335 1102  
 
Naili, Ahmed M.R. 
People’s Bureau of the Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 10-14 Daikanyama-cho, Shibuya-Ku, Tokyo 150-
0034 
Tel: +81 33 477 0701 3; Fax: +81 33 464 0420; E-mail: ahmed-naili@yahoo.com 
 
Ouz, Khaled Ahmed M. 
Alfateh Tower nº 2, floor 14, office 149, Tripoli 
Tel: +218 21 335 1101, Fax: +218 21 335 1102, E-Mail: office@rhms-libya.com 
 
Wefati, Aladdin M. 
President, Manager Director Nour Al-Haiat Fishery Co., P.O. Box 1154, Tripoli  
Tel: +218 21 361 5858, Fax: +218 21 361 5209, E-Mail: a_wefati@yahoo.co.uk 
 
MOROCCO 
Fahfouhi, Abdessalam 
Chef de Division de la Protection des Ressources Halieutiques, Ministère de l'Agriculture, du Développement Rural et de la  
Pêche, Quartier Administratif, Place Abdellah Chefchaouni, B.P. 476 Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 37 68 81 21, Fax: +212 37 68 8089, E-Mail: fahfouhi@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Ait Talebe Ali, Saïd 
Economic Counsellor, 5-4-30 Minami Aoyama, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 107-0062 
Tel: +81 35 485 7171; Fax: +81 35 485 7173; E-mail: aitalebe@morocco-emba.jp 
 
Benmoussa, Mohamed Karim 
MAROMADRABA/MAROMAR Concessionnaire de madragues, BP 573, Larache 
Tel: +212 6 113 6888, Fax: +212 39 50 1630, E-Mail: mkbenmoussa@hotmail.com 
 
El Ktiri, Taoufik 
Chef de service à la Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture,  Ministère de l'Agriculture, du Développement Rural 
et de la Pêche, Direction des Pêches Maritimes et de l'Aquaculture, Nouveau Quartier Administratif, Haut Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 3 768 8115, Fax: +212 3 768 8089, E-Mail: elktiri@mpm.gov.ma 
 
El Omari, Abdelhamid 
Représentant la société "Les Madragues du sud", Avant-port de Mehdia, 23 Rue Moussa ibnou Nouceir, Tanger 
Tel: +212 3 738 8432, Fax: +212 3 738 8510/3 756 4678, E-Mail: omari-12@hotmail.com 
 
Fernández Arias, Felipe 
Directeur Général du Groupe Oualit, Oualit Holding, Rue El Jarraoui-3, 1er Etzge-Appt. 26, 90000 Tanger 
Tel: +212 3 993 3601, Fax: +212 3 993 8755, E-Mail: felipe@menara.ma 
 
Harim, Mokhtar 
Représentant le Groupe AGRAPELIT, S.A., AGRAPELIT, S.A., Dakhla 
Tel: +212 611 3426, Fax: +212 2 893 1341, E-Mail: milles@arrakis.es 
 
Moustatir, Abdellah 
Chef de la Division des Structures de la Pêche, Ministère de l'Agriculture du Développement Rural et des Pêches Maritimes,  
Departement des Pêches Maritimes, B.P. 476, Agdal, Rabat 
Tel: +212 3 768 8000, Fax: +212 3 768 8134, E-Mail: moustatir@mpm.gov.ma 
 
Oualit, Hassan 
Groupe Oualit, Concession de Madragues, Tanger 
 
TUNISIA 
Gamel, Ben Hmida 
V.M.T. (Vivier Maritime de Tunisie), Port de Pêche, 4012 Hergla 
Tel : +216 7 325 1931 ; Fax : +216 7 325 1844 ; E-mail : vmt@tunet.tn 
 
Sallem, Sahbi 
V.M.T. (Vivier Maritime de Tunisie), Port de Pêche, 4012 Hergla 
Tel : +216 7 325 1931 ; Fax : +216 7 325 1844 ; E-mail : vmt@tunet.tn 
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Samet, Amor 
Tunisia Tuna ZI Rejiche, P.O. Box 99, 5100 Mahdia 
Tel : +216 2 141 3099 ; Fax : +216 7 368 7546 ; E-mail : tunisiatuna@tunet.tn 
 
TURKEY 
Anbar, Nedim 
Adviser to the Minister on ICCAT and BFT matters, Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs, Ataturk Bulv. Bulvar Palas is 
merkezi  Nº141, B-Block, D-101 - Bakanliklar, 06640, Ankara 
Tel: +90 312 4198 054, Fax: +90 312 4198 057, E-Mail: nanbar@oyid.com 
 
Badak, Ismet 
Cihangir Mah.-Basaran Fisheries, Burnaz Cao. No 22/A, Avcilar, Istanbul 
Tel: +90 212 517 7046, Fax: +90 212 517 7048, E-Mail: ergun@basaranbalikcilik.com 
 
Basaran, Ergun 
Cihangir Mah.- Basaran Fisheries, Burnaz Cao. No 22/A, Avcilar, Istanbul 
Tel: +90 212 517 7046, Fax: +90 212 517 7048, E-Mail: ergun@basaranbalikcilik.com 
 
Fat, Mehmet 
Aktuna Fisheries, Su Ucinlero Malo no 16, Kumhapi, Istambul 
Tel: +90 212 517 7040, Fax: +90 212 638 0624, E-Mail: mehmetfa@aktuna.com 
 
Kul, Nazim 
Aktuna Fisheries, Su Ucinlero Malo no 16, Kumhapi, Istanbul 
Tel: +90 212 517 7040, Fax: +90 212 638 0624, E-Mail: narzimkul@aktuna.com 
 
Onen, Niyazi 
Dardanel Fisheries, Ahí Evran Cad. Polaris Plaza Kat 10, Maslak, Istambul 
Tel: +90 212 346 0510, Fax: +90 212 346 0525, E-Mail: Niyazi.onen@dardonel.com.tr 
 
Ozalp, Suha 
Sagun Fisheries 
 
Sagun, Ahmet Tuncay 
Sagun Fisheries, Osmangazi Mah. Battalgazi Cad. Sagun Plaza nº33, Samandra-Kartal, Istanbul 
Tel: +90 216-5612020, Fax: +90 216-5610717, E-Mail: sagun@sagun.com 
 
Serefoglu, Ayberk 
Export Specialist, Akua-Group, Bluefin Tuna Farm, Ildir Cesme, Izmir 
Tel: +90 232 725 1627; Fax: +90 232 725 1618; E-mail: ayberksrf@akua.dem.com 
 
Turkyilmaz, Esra 
Fax: +902 12 316 0525; E-Mail: esra.turkyilmaz@dardanel.com.tr 
 
UNITED STATES 
Lent, Rebecca 
Director Office of International Affairs, NOAA, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway,  
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3232 
Tel: +1 301 713 9090, Fax: +1 301 713 9106, E-Mail: rebecca.lent@noaa.gov 
 
Rogers, Christopher 
Chief, Trade and Marine Stewardhip Ship Division, Office of International Affairs, National Marine Fisheris Service/NOAA,   
1315 East-West Highway- Rm 12657, Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3282 
Tel: +1 301 713 9090, Fax: +1 301 713 9106, E-Mail: christopher.rogers@noaa.gov 
 
Thomas, Randi Parks 
National Fisheries Institute, 7918 Jones Branch Dr. #700, 22102, McLean, Virginia 
Tel: +1 703 752 8895, E-Mail: Rthomas@nfi.org 
 
OBSERVERS FROM COOPERATING NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES, ENTITIES/FISHING ENTITIES 
 
CHINESE TAIPEI 
Chin-Lau, Kuo 
Deputy Director, Economic and Commercial Affairs, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in Japan, 20-2 
Shirokanedai, 5-Chome, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 108-0071 
Tel: +03 3280 7886; Fax: +03 3280 7928; E-mail: clkuo@roc-taiwan.or.jp 
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Lin, Ding-Rong 
Chief of Atlantic Ocean Fisheries Section, Deep Sea Fisheries Division, Fisheries Agency, No.1 Fishing Horbour North Ist  
Rd., Chien-Cheng District, 806, Kaohsiung 
Tel: +886 7 823 9862, Fax: +886 7 815 7078, E-Mail: dingrong@ms1.fa.gov.tw 
 
Ho, Shih-Chieh 
Secretary, Taiwan Tuna Association, 3F-2 Nº 2 Yu-kang Middle 1st Road, 806, Taipei, Chien Jern District Kaohsiung,  
Tel: +886 7 841 9606, Fax: +886 7 831 3304, E-Mail: martin@tuna.org.tw 
 
Wang, Chih-Pin 
Taiwan Tuna Association, 3F-2 Nº 2 Yu-kang Middle 1st Road, 806, Taipei, Chien Jern District Kaohsiung   
Tel: +886 7 841 9606, Fax: +886 7 831 3304, E-Mail: jonathanwang-2000@yahoo.com 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Federation of European Aquaculture Producers (FEAP) 
Hunt, Grant 
FEAP Secretariat, Rue Nicolas Fossoul, 54, B-4100 Boncelles, Belgium  
E-Mail: secretariat@feap.info 
 
Tzoumas, Apostolos 
Federation of European Aquaculture Producers-FEAP Secretariat, Rue Nicolas Fossoul 54, B-4100 Boncelles, Belgium 
Tel: +32 4 338 2995, Fax: +32 4 337 9846  
 
GREENPEACE 
Hanaoka, Wakao 
8-13-11 BF Building Nishishin juku, Shinjuku-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Tel: +81 35 338 9800, Fax: +81 35 338 9817  
 
Murakami, Kyoko 
8-13-11 BF Building Nishishin juku, Shinjuku-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Tel: +81 35 338 9800, Fax: +81 35 338 9817  
 
Sato, Junichi 
8-13-11 BF Building Nishishin juku, Shinjuku-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
Tel: +03 5338 9800, Fax: +03 5338 9817  
 
MEDISAMAK 
Kahoul, Mourad 
Vice-Président, Comité National des Pêches Maritimes et des Élevages Marins (CNPNEM), 39 Rue de la Loge, 13002  
Marseillle, France 
Tel: +33 04 9156 7833, Fax: +33 06 9191 9605, E-Mail: medisamak@wanadoo.fr 
 
Marin, Hervé 
SIEF CISBERLANDE 5, 795, Av. Des Hesperides, 34540, Balaruc les Bains, France 
 
Mielgo, Roberto 
c/ O'Donnel, 32, 28007 Madrid, Spain 
Tel: +34 650 377 698, E-Mail: romi.b.re@hotmail.com 
 
Organization for Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries (OPRT) 
Harada, Yuichiro 
Manager Director, Organization for Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries, 1-9-13 Akasaka, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
107-0052 
Tel: +81 33 568 6388, Fax: +81 33 568 6389, E-Mail: harada@oprt.or.jp 
 
Tabata, Kentaro 
Head of Secretariat, Organization for Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries, 1-9-13 Akasaka, Minato-Ku, Tokyo, Japan 
107-0052 
Tel: +81 33 568 6388, Fax: +81 33 568 6389, E-Mail: tabata@oprt.or.jp 
 
World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
Constantini, Marco 
WWF, Italy  
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Tudela, Sergi 
WWF Mediterranean Programme Office Barcelona, c/ Carrer Canuda, 37 3er, 08002 Barcelona, Spain 
Tel: +34 93 305 6252, Fax: +34 93 278 8030, E-Mail: studela@atw-wwf.org 
 

********** 
 

ICCAT Secretariat/ Secrétariat de la CICTA/Secretaría de CICAA 
C/ Corazón de María,  8 – 6ª planta,  28002 Madrid - Spain 

Tel: +34 91 416 5600; Fax: +34 91 415 2612; E.Mail: info@iccat.int 
 

Meski, Driss 
Ochoa, Carmen 
Cheatle, Jenny 

García-Orad, María José 
Peyre, Christine 

 
********** 

 
ICCAT Expert 
Hayashi, Moritaka 
Professor, Waseda Universtity, 1-6-1 Nishi-Waseda 
Shinjuku-Ku, 169-8050 Tokyo, Japan  
Tel: +81 33 203 4141, E-Mail: hayashim@waseda.jp 

ICCAT Interpreters 
Baena, Eva J. 
Faillace, Linda 
Liberas, Christine 
Pierre Bourgoin, Christine Marie 
Sánchez del Villar, Lucia 
Tedjini Roemmele, Claire 
 
Japanese Interpreters  
Matsuse, Kiyoko 
Ota, Midori 
Soeda, Yoshiko 

 
Press/ Presse/ Prensa 

The Daily news of Fisheries - Japan 
The Fish Film Company - UK 
Fuji TV - Japan 
IB3 – Spain 
Jiji Press - Japan 
The Mainichi Newspapers- Japan 
Minato Shinbun - Japan 
NHK (Economic news) - Japan 
Nikkei Inc.- Japan 
Nippon TV - Japan 
Suisan Shimcho Sha Co. - Japan 
Suisan Tsushin Co. - Japan 
Suisansha Corporation - Japan 
Tokyo  Broadcasting System Television (TBS TV)-Japan
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Appendix 3 
 

Opening Address by Mr. Masanori Miyahara, 
Meeting Chairman and Head Delegate of Japan to ICCAT 

 
 
I wish to thank everyone, especially those who have traveled all the to Tokyo. On behalf of the host country, let 
me make some brief welcome remarks at the opening of the Meeting of Managers and Stakeholders in Atlantic 
Bluefin Tuna Fisheries.  
 
First of all, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the ICCAT Secretariat for its strenuous efforts in 
organizing this meeting.  As you are aware, this Meeting is the first attempt for ICCAT to invite the stakeholders 
of all the sectors involved in Atlantic bluefin tuna fisheries to exchange their views.   
 
The 2007 Commission meeting in Antalya, Turkey, was a tough meeting.  The major part of the meeting was 
devoted to consideration of Atlantic bluefin related measures and probably almost every participant felt great 
frustration in the meeting.  Positions varied extremely with delegations. But the Commission finally produced 
significant outcomes while no one was 100% satisfied. One of those outcomes is the Bluefin Catch 
Documentation Program, which is the first CDS to be applied to a major tuna fishery. Another one is this 
meeting, the first opportunity to have managers and stakeholders of all the sectors of Atlantic bluefin tuna 
business in one meeting. I strongly hope that this meeting will serve as an important step to enhance 
understanding of the people involved on both bluefin tuna stock conditions and the relevant conservation and 
management measures, including CDS. I also strongly hope that such understanding will promote compliance 
with those measures as well as readiness for the next Commission meeting, where the measures will be reviewed 
to ensure the future sustainability of Atlantic bluefin resources. 
 
In closing, I do hope you enjoy the stay in Tokyo. Cherry blossom just came into bloom this week. And this part 
of Tokyo is famous for good dining places. 
 
With a cordial hope that it would be a fruitful meeting for all of you, I close my opening remarks. Thank you 
very much.  
 

Appendix 4 
 

Opening Address by Mr. Fabio Hazin, Commission Chairman 
 

First of all, let me thank Miyahara-San very much for hosting this meeting in the beautiful and ancient city of 
Tokyo. For me, it is a particular pleasure to be here, since I have lived in Tokyo for six years, from 1988 to 1994, 
during my Masters and my PhD, at the Tokyo University of Fisheries. It is also particularly fortunate that the 
meeting fell exactly in the same week when the cherries are blossoming, a coincidence I hope is a good omen for 
a very fruitful and successful event. Although this is not formally an ICCAT Meeting, since it is a meeting of 
managers and stakeholders of the bluefin tuna chain, it is certainly the most important meeting for the 
Commission this year. The stock of bluefin tuna, by far the most valued tuna species, has been so heavily 
overfished in recent times that its collapse has become a very serious and threatening possibility. The 
Commission’s inability to halt the decline of the bluefin tuna stocks for the past years has seriously jeopardized 
its credibility, raising grave concerns about its actual competence to manage the tuna stocks under its mandate. 
Very clearly, ICCAT is at a crossroads right now, with its future dangerously at stake. The future of the bluefin 
tuna fishery and, along with it, the future of ICCAT itself, will pretty much depend on the decisions we make 
now. The good news is that we still can reverse the present situation. We still can show that ICCAT is capable of 
properly managing the bluefin tuna stock, that we are able to ensure that the total catches are efficiently 
controlled and limited to levels that will safely enable the stocks to rebuild over time. The 2008 fishing season is 
still to begin, which makes this meeting particularly timely. Besides, in about three months a new assessment of 
the bluefin tuna stocks will be available. And later on, in November, during the 16th Special Meeting of the 
Commission, the progress achieved on the implementation of the multi-annual recovery plan for bluefin tuna in 
the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean will be also assessed. By then, bold and courageous decisions will most 
likely be needed, in order to save such an important fishery resource. Above all, we must assure that the 
scientific advice will be strictly observed. We have to face it: if we wait until tomorrow, there will be no 
tomorrow for this fishery. The time to act is now. This year is, quite likely, our last chance to make it work. If we 
fail, the management of the bluefin tuna fishery will surely be taken out of our hands. If we don’t prove that we 
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can do it, then other organizations, such as CITES, will take over. As you are fully aware, in some ways this is 
already happening, since many major retailers are beginning to boycot bluefin tuna products. 
 
Times of crisis, nevertheless, are always times of opportunities, and the present meeting might be a very good 
example of that. As we stated in the circular, it has been motivated primarily by the desire of ICCAT members to 
involve the stakeholders more actively in the deliberations concerning this key resource. Therefore, for this 
meeting to be successful it is essential that you all not only express your views on the issues related to the bluefin 
tuna fishery, but, and much more importantly, make concrete proposals that can help to ensure full compliance 
with the ultimate objective of recovering the bluefin tuna stocks, an objective that will surely elude us, unless 
each and every one of those involved in this fishery, from the fisherman to the government officers, get fully 
committed to its achievement. ICCAT does have successful stories of stock recoveries. Let’s work together to 
make sure that the bluefin tuna will soon become another one. The choice is in our hands. I do hope we choose 
wisely. Thank you. 
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Appendix 5 
 
 

Current Conditions of the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Resource 

G. Scott, SCRS Chairman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

More than half the BFT & SBT More than half the BFT & SBT 
production and more than  2/3 production and more than  2/3 
of BFT  production now of BFT  production now 
comes from the ICCAT comes from the ICCAT 
Convention area. Convention area. 

 
 



MSAB – Tokyo 2008 

 18

More than 70% of Atlantic 
BFT catch comes from the 
Mediterranean. Since the late 
1990’s, a very high proportion 
of the catch is placed in 
cages for fattening/farming. 
Data on catch, effort, and size 
of BFT from most of the 
fisheries supporting caging is 
extremely poor and there is 
extensive underreporting of 
harvest levels.

 
 
 
 
 

Bluefin in the Atlantic 
are managed as two 
stocks which spawn in 
the Gulf of Mexico and 
Mediterranean. 
Ongoing research 
indicates that  while 
spawning grounds are 
separate, there is 
considerable mixing 
on feeding grounds 
where BFT are caught. Adapted from Fromentin and Powers, 2005.
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Over time, the mix of Over time, the mix of 
fisheries involved in fisheries involved in 
harvesting BFT has harvesting BFT has 
changed, resulting in changed, resulting in 
different effects on the different effects on the 
juvenile and juvenile and 
spawning age classes spawning age classes 
as different markets as different markets 
developed.   developed.   

 
 
 
 
 

In general, the overall In general, the overall 
production and stock production and stock 
abundance in the abundance in the 
eastern Atlantic and eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean is much Mediterranean is much 
higher than recent higher than recent 
levels in the western levels in the western 
Atlantic.  Most of the Atlantic.  Most of the 
production is purseproduction is purse--
seine catch supporting seine catch supporting 
farming. farming. 
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Management actions taken in the 
eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean are likely to impact 
recovery in the western Atlantic, 
because even small rates of 
mixing from East to West can have 
significant effects on the West due 
to the fact that Eastern plus 
Mediterranean BFT abundance is 
much larger than that of the West

From Block et.al.,2005, Nature 434, 
1121-1127.

 
 
 
 
 

How Do We Assess Stock Status?
Stock assessments are conducted 
using approaches that incorporate 
our knowledge about:

• Tuna life history  
• Amounts and sizes of catch &

• Fishing effort needed to 
catch

Typically, we have incomplete 
reports of the information from some 
of the fleets and thus rely on 
samples from the fisheries.

The objective of an assessment 
are to estimate the size of the 
stock over time and its reaction 
to harvest rates
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What do Stock Assessments Tell 
US?

In many ways, Fishery Stock Assessments are Like 
Bank Statements:

Stock Abundance is Account Balance
Exploitation Rate is Interest Rate

Stock Assessments tell us if Harvesting is 
Sustainable or if  Exploitation Rates are Too 
High, Leading Toward Bankruptcy, unless 
Reforms are Taken.

 
 
 
 

ICCAT Objective

ICCAT’s Convention Objective

Danger

Caution

Safely 
Sustainable
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Latest Assessment: 2006, Next Assessment  2008
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Western BFT Catch & Stock SizeWestern BFT Catch & Stock Size

TAC Management PeriodTAC Management Period
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Regardless of our 
assumption about the 
potential for improvement in 
future recruitment, since 
1983, catches have been 
too high to permit achieving 
the Convention Objective. 

Regardless of our Regardless of our 
assumption about the assumption about the 
potential for improvement in potential for improvement in 
future recruitment, since future recruitment, since 
1983, catches have been 1983, catches have been 
too high to permit achieving too high to permit achieving 
the Convention Objective. the Convention Objective. 

<1970

<1982

1977>

<1982

 
 
 
 
 

Assessment: 2006, Next Assessment 2008
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Eastern Atlantic & Mediterranean BFT Stock StatusEastern Atlantic & Mediterranean BFT Stock Status

Eastern & Med Bluefin Tuna
Current (2006) Yield: 50,000 t 

(only 32,611 reported) 

Short‐term FMSY Yield: ~15,000 t
MSY ~45,000 t   
SSB2000‐2004/SSB1970‐74                  0.48
F2004/Fmax  3.1

Danger
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Eastern & Mediterranean BFT Catch & Stock SizeEastern & Mediterranean BFT Catch & Stock Size

TAC TAC 
Management Management 
PeriodPeriod

 
 
 
 
 

Depending on our 
assumption about 
recruitment history and the 
potential for decline  in 
future recruitment, since 
the beginning of TAC 
Management period, 
catches have been too high 
to permit achieving the 
Convention Objective. 

Depending on our Depending on our 
assumption about assumption about 
recruitment history and the recruitment history and the 
potential for decline  in potential for decline  in 
future recruitment, since future recruitment, since 
the beginning of TAC the beginning of TAC 
Management period, Management period, 
catches have been too high catches have been too high 
to permit achieving the to permit achieving the 
Convention Objective. Convention Objective. 

<1970
<1994

<1970

<1994
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Why has Mediterranean Catch Grown so Quickly?

It is well known that 
introduction of farming 
activities into the 
Mediterranean in 1997, 
and good market 
conditions, resulted in 
rapid changes in the 
Mediterranean fisheries 
for bluefin tuna. 
Currently, nearly all of 
the declared 
Mediterranean bluefin 
fishery production is 
exported overseas.

 
 
 
 
 

Farmed Bluefin Tuna Growth RatesFarmed Bluefin Tuna Growth Rates

A. Fattening adult fish

Information available 
indicates that fattened 
adults gain, on average, 
25% of their capture 
weight while held in pens 
for several months

+25%+25%
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Farmed Bluefin Tuna Growth Rates

Farmed juveniles (yearlings) grow at about twice the rate of 
wild, juvenile fish when held in pens for ~1.5 years, 
representing a 3.4 fold increase compared to capture weight 

+340%

 
 
 
 
 

Too Much Fishing Capacity!
Presently, 1,750 vessels are Presently, 1,750 vessels are 
authorized to fish BFT in the eastern authorized to fish BFT in the eastern 
management zonemanagement zone

Our estimates indicate the fleet has Our estimates indicate the fleet has 
capacity far in excess of the current capacity far in excess of the current 
TAC and at least 3 times times the TAC and at least 3 times times the 
catch level consistent with fishing to catch level consistent with fishing to 
achieve the Convention Objectiveachieve the Convention Objective
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Capacity: BFT-E Farming/Caging

 
 
 
 
 

If biomass reductions do not affect recruitment 
we might get green and be happy (if we are 
perfect in implementing the rebuilding plan)

But, if further reductions of biomass 
affect recruitment we will  most likely 
not get green and be happy without  
very draconian measures (even if we 
are perfect).

Prognostications
o Recruitment is difficult to 
predict, but…

o Risk of fishery and stock 
collapse is high and only 
gets higher with further 
reductions in spawning 
biomass (from 2004 level)

o Large reductions in Fishing 
Mortality up front  could  
substantially mitigate that 
risk and improve the odds of 
achieving the Rebuilding 
Plan Objectives
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What are the 
Odds?

o Of Achieving 
Convention Rebuilding 
Goal unless Plan 
adjustments are made?

 
 
 
 
 

oUnless We Soon Reform, Atlantic 
BFT Appear Rapidly Headed 

Toward Biological Bankruptcy:
Our Account Balance is       
Quickly Shrinking &

Exploitation Rates are 
Much Higher than the 

Rate of 
Interest Nature Provides.  
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Appendix 6 
 

ICCAT Management of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna  

ICCAT Secretariat 
 

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), established in 
1966 in response to the activity of newly developed fisheries in the Atlantic Ocean with the 
objective of maintaining the populations of tuna and tuna-like species at levels which will 
permit the maximum sustainable catch for food and other purposes has, over the years, adopted 
sixty-four measures pertaining directly to Atlantic bluefin tuna, constituting over 22 percent of 
all measures adopted. This figure does not include the innumerable measures in relation to 
general monitoring, control and the elimination of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) 
fisheries which stemmed from concerns over this species. Following the entry into force of the 
measures adopted in 2007, which is expected in June 2008, there will be ten measures in effect 
specifically for bluefin tuna - 3 Resolutions and 7 Recommendations -, embracing conservation 
and management, monitoring and control and scientific research. A brief history of the 
measures adopted to date and an outline of current requirements of the measures in force is 
herewith presented, without taking into account any other considerations.  

 
Background 
 
The background to the concerns and unease which led to the holding of the Symposium of the Commission for 
Technical Cooperation in Africa (CCTA) on Tuna in Dakar, 12-17 December 1960 is well explained in other 
literature, (for example, Fonteneau, A. 2006)1, and stemmed largely from the introduction of commercial 
longliners and purse seines which began to operate all year round fisheries with catches of tuna of all sizes. This 
led to a significant increase in the catches of tuna and tuna-like species in African waters, and it was therefore 
recognized that the increase in bluefin tuna catches could pose a serious threat to the traditional Mediterranean 
trap fishery.  The Symposium recommended that the Commission for Technical Cooperation in Africa/Scientific 
Council for Africa take the initiative, either directly or through its member governments, to request the relevant 
Specialized Agency of the United Nations to convene a conference of Plenipotentiaries bringing together all 
countries involved in bluefin tuna fisherie, with a view to creating an appropriate organization modelled on the I-
ATTC. The need for creating such an organization was endorsed at the World Scientific Meeting on the Biology 
of Tunas held in 1962 in La Jolla, USA, under the auspices of the FAO.  

 
Following various meetings at different levels within the FAO, the creation of a Commission responsible for the 
conservation of Atlantic tuna was agreed. This gave rise to the Rio de Janeiro Conference in 1996, and the entry 
into force of the ICCAT Convention in 1969.  
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Figure 1. Catches of Atlantic bluefin tuna by gear 1950-2006.  

 

                                                           
1 Fonteneau, A. 2006, Rio de Janeiro 1966-Dubrovnik 2006: un bilan scientifique et historique de l’ICCAT. [In press]. 
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Figure 1 shows the evolution of catches of bluefin tuna between 1950 and 2006 by gear, but as can be seen from 
Figure 2 the catches of bluefin tuna represent only 7% of the total catches of all species combined over the 
period 1950-2006, but taking into account the sudden  increase in catches, several studies were undertaken.  
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Figure 2. Total catches of tuna and tuna-like species 1950-2005.  

 
 
At first, several expert meetings were held to respond to the concerns and to carry out stock assessments, and it 
was agreed that the landing of fish less than 10kg should be discouraged.   
 
At the first meeting of the Commission held in December 1969, no management measures were adopted at that 
time, due to uncertain data and insufficient information. At the second meeting of the Standing Committee on 
Research and Statistics (SCRS), bluefin tuna was discussed, and the scientists concurred at that time with the 
view that capture of fish less than 9.8 kg could cause a loss in sustained yield, but that further study was needed 
before minimum size limits could be established. 

 
First steps 
 
In 1971, the Sub-Committee on Stock Assessment recommended a minimum size limit for bluefin tuna; the need 
for a statistical reporting system providing the Commission with much more up-to date information on catches, 
and noted that the “the striking feature of the fisheries on large tuna has been the very sharp decline in catches 
since about 1960”.2 In 1972, the SCRS identified bluefin tuna as one of the three major species requiring study, 
while the Commission agreed that no decision on regulation of the fisheries could be made due to lack of 
concrete evidence.  
 
The first Recommendation adopted by the Commission on bluefin tuna was the 1974 Recommendation by 
ICCAT Concerning a Limit on Bluefin Tuna Size and Fishing Mortality [Rec. 74-01], establishing a minimum 
size of 6.4kg  for bluefin tuna and requiring Contracting Parties to take necessary measures to limit the fishing 
mortality of bluefin tuna to recent levels. This Recommendation was effective for the entire Atlantic Ocean. 
 
Atlantic bluefin tuna was originally considered a single stock (SCRS Report 1973, p. 96), although there was 
recognition that there could be more than one stock. This was first discussed in depth by SCRS in 1976, and the 
two-stock hypothesis put forward to Commission for consideration in 1978. It was adopted in 1981 by majority 
vote through the Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Management Measures [Rec. 81-01], as shown in 
Figure 3. 
 

                                                           
2 ICCAT, 1972. Report for the Biennial Period 1970-1971, Part 3 (1971), p. 95. 
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       Figure 3. East-west bluefin tuna stock areas. 
 
 
ICCAT measures taken for the West Atlantic 
 
While some of the initial concerns which had led to the creation of ICCAT stemmed from the eastern Atlantic, it 
was the western stock on which management measures were first concentrated, where longline and purse seine 
catches had increased from around 100 t each in the late 1950s to 12,000 t and 5,000t respectively in 1964, as 
can be seen in Figure 4). 

 
Figure 4. Catches of western Atlantic bluefin tuna, by gear, 1950-2006. 

 
 
The 1981 Recommendation [Rec. 81-01] set out specific requirements for the western Atlantic bluefin stock, 
including a total allowable catch limit, and continuing the 1974 size limit of 6.4 kg for all bluefin tuna.  
 
New Regulations for the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Catch [1983] [|Rec. 82-01], pertaining again mainly to the 
western Atlantic stock were adopted in 1982, and were continued, with gradual refinements, up to 1986, by 
which time the measures included a closure of the fishery during the spawning season in the Gulf of Mexico and 
additional requirements in relation to minimum size. This measure was extended annually by the Commission 
until 1990. 
 
In 1991, the Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT for the Enhancement of the Current 
Management of Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 91-01], which specified the individual catch limits in the 
body of the text for the first time. Prior to that, the TAC had been distributed in accordance with an arrangement 
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agreed at an inter-sessional meeting by the parties involved in the fisheries (Record of the Meeting on the 
Western Atlantic Bluefin Management Measures (ICCAT 19823). Similar allocations were made through the 
Recommendations for the 1992-1993 Management of Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 92-04], which in fact 
extended the allocations up to 1994, although these were revised upwards through the Recommendation by 
ICCAT on the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Western Atlantic [Rec. 93-05], in accordance with the 
conclusions of the Management Review Committee for West Atlantic Bluefin Tuna4 held in Tokyo, Japan 1992. 
It was also agreed during the meeting of this Committee that the three main harvesters of western bluefin tuna 
would require their fishermen to proceed to tag all Atlantic bluefin tuna harvested and available for sale and 
implement a system whereby import of all bluefin tuna be accompanied by a certificate of origin (see Statistical 
Document Programme below). 
 
Recommendation by ICCAT for the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Western Atlantic Ocean [Rec. 
94-12] set individual quotas for west Atlantic bluefin tuna, which continued, with an increase in the TAC of 300 
t, through the Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Scientific Monitoring Quota For Bluefin Tuna in the 
Western Atlantic for 1997-1998 [Rec. 96-04]. 
 
In 1998, recognising that the western stock of bluefin tuna was over-exploited, the Commission adopted a twenty 
year rebuilding plan through the Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Rebuilding Program for Western 
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 98-07], modified in 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2006 (Recommendation by ICCAT 
Concerning Conservation of Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 02-07]; Recommendation by ICCAT 
Concerning the Stock Assessment Schedule for Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 03-08]); Recommendation 
by ICCAT Concerning the Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna rebuilding Program and the Conservation and 
Management Measures for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 04-05] and the 
Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Rebuilding Program 
[Rec. 06-06]). This plan set a TAC, modifiable in accordance with scientific advice, a closed area during the 
spawning season in the Gulf of Mexico and a sharing arrangement based on percentage shares of the TAC. 
 
Measures for western bluefin tuna have been in place for over twenty-five years, and the rebuilding plan for ten 
years, and in recent years, catches have been well below the TAC in a consistent manner for the first time, 
(Figure 5). 
 

 
Figure 5. Comparison of reported West Atlantic Bluefin tuna and TACs, 1982-2006. 

 

                                                           
3 ICCAT, 1982. Record of the Meeting on the Western Atlantic Bluefin Management Measures. 
4 ICCAT, 1993. Report for the Biennial Period 1992-1993, Part 1 (1992), pp. 71-77. 
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ICCAT measures taken for the East Atlantic and Mediterranean 
 
Following the adoption of the existence of two stocks, the SCRS expressed grave concern that basic information 
on catch and size composition is not available, and warned that without such information the Committee may not 
be able to provide advice to the Commission.  
 
In 1992, at the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), the 
Government of Sweden proposed the inclusion of western Atlantic bluefin in Appendix I and eastern Atlantic 
bluefin in Appendix II of the CITES Convention. The ICCAT Secretariat, in collaboration with various 
scientists, prepared two pamphlets to explain the Commission’s position and actions to date concerning bluefin 
tuna, contributing to Sweden’s decision to withdraw its proposal. In 1993, the Commission sent additional 
information to CITES in response to the discussions at the Fifth Meeting of the Conference of the [CITES] 
Parties, and adopted a Resolution by ICCAT on Cooperation with the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) [Res. 93-08], and the Resolution by ICCAT Concerning 
the Composition of the Delegates of ICCAT Contracting Parties to ICCAT [Res. 93-09], and in 1994, submitted 
a Report by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) on the Status of the 
Bluefin Tuna Populations and on Related Conservation Initiatives in the Atlantic5.   
 
The increase in catch levels, coupled with the concerns over eastern bluefin tuna expressed by CITES, led to the 
consideration of management measures for this stock in the early 1990s.The first measure specifically for the 
eastern Atlantic, the Recommendation by ICCAT on Supplemental Regulatory Measures for the Management of 
Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 93-07] was adopted in 1993, and established a closed season for longline 
fishery in the Mediterranean. In the same year, the Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT on the 
Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Central North Atlantic Ocean [Rec. 93-06], limiting catches in this 
area. This limitation has been continued, with minor modifications, through the Resolution by ICCAT on fishing 
for bluefin tuna in the Atlantic Ocean [Res. 02-12] and the Supplemental Resolution by ICCAT on fishing for 
bluefin tuna in the Atlantic Ocean [Res. 04-08], and the Resolution by ICCAT on Fishing Bluefin Tuna in the 
Atlantic Ocean [Res. 6-08]. 
 
In 1994, the Recommendation by ICCAT for the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Eastern Atlantic 
Ocean and Mediterranean Sea [Rec. 94-11] limited catches in the east by recommending  measures to prevent 
any increase in the fishing mortality rate for the years 1995 and beyond; measures to prevent any catch by 
vessels under their jurisdiction in 1995 in excess of the level of catch in 1993 or 1994 (whichever the higher); 
starting in 1996, measures to reduce by 25% (or such lower amount which may be specified by the SCRS) their 
catches from the catch level specified above, such reduction to be accomplished by the end of 1998; and 
cooperation in the development, by 1998, of a long-term recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic 
and the Mediterranean. Recognising some unusually high catch reports for 1994, the Recommendation by ICCAT 
on Supplemental Management Measures for Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 95-05] was adopted in 1995 to 
prevent significant increases in catches over the level of recent years. Figure 6 shows the total East Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin catches, 1950-2006. 
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Figure 6. Catches of East Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna, 1950-2006. 

                                                           
5 ICCAT 1994. Report for the biennial period 1992-1993, Part II (1993), pp159-166. 



MSAB – Tokyo 2008 

 35

 
Despite the 1994 Recommendation calling for a long-term recovery plan, management measures for eastern 
Atlantic bluefin tuna continued to be taken through a piecemeal approach until 2002.  In 1996, retaining on 
board, landing or sale of age 0 fish was prohibited through the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Age 0 
Bluefin Tuna [Rec. 96-03], and this prohibition was extended to fish less than 3.2 kg in 1998 through the 
Recommendation by ICCAT amending the "Recommendation on Bluefin Catch Limits in the Eastern Atlantic 
Ocean and Mediterranean Sea" and the "Recommendation by ICCAT on Supplemental Management Measures 
Concerning Age 0 Bluefin Tuna" [Rec. 98-04]. 
 
The Recommendation by ICCAT on the Limitation of Catches of Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean [Rec. 98-05], to which two Contracting Parties lodged an objection, set individual catch limits for 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna for the first time, and closed seasons were introduced by the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Changes of Closed Season for the Purse Seine Fishery for Bluefin 
Tuna in the Mediterranean Sea [Rec. 98-06]. 
 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Bluefin Tuna Catch Limits in the East Atlantic and Mediterranean 
[Rec. 00-09] set the total allowable catch and individual allocations for the years 2000 and 2001. As consensus 
could not be reached no measures were taken for 2002, and the proposed measures were submitted to vote, but 
given that there was no quorum, voting could not be held. 
  
A more comprehensive approach to the various aspects of management was taken in 2002 through the 
Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning a Multi-year Conservation and Management Plan for Bluefin Tuna in 
the East Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 02-08], although some aspects were adopted separately through the 
Recommendation by ICCAT to Develop a Plan Aimed at Reducing the Catches of Juvenile Bluefin Tuna in the 
Mediterranean [Rec. 02-09] and changes to the minimum size limits were introduced though the 
Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Size Limit [Rec. 04-07].  
 
Following the SCRS in 2006 assessment of this stock, the Commission adopted a plan the Recommendation by 
ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
[Rec. 06-05], The entry into force of this Recommendation, the first year of the programme, has not prevented an 
increase in catches in and the permissible TAC being exceeded (see Figure 7). For this reason the 
Recommendation by ICCAT in Regard to Compliance with the Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in 
the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 07-04], instituting a pay-back plan for the over-harvest was 
adopted in 2007.  

 
Figure 7. Comparison of TACs and total catches 1995-2007, East Atlantic and Mediterranean. (Note: The 
2007figure is taken from data submitted in accordance with Rec. 06-05; 1995 -2006 figures are from Task I.) 
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Farming 
 
In view of the rapid development of the practice of bluefin tuna farming, mainly in the Mediterranean the 
Commission began to consider the need for specific measures to regulate this activityFigure 8 shows the increase 
in catches taken by purse seiners, the activities of which are directly linked to the farming of bluefin tuna.  
 

 

 
Figure 8. Catches of Mediterranean bluefin tuna, by gear, 1950-2006. 

 
In 2000 a Resolution by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Res. 00-10] was adopted and in 2002 a 
Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 02-10]. Since then, revised versions of this 
Recommendation have been adopted each year (Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 03-
09]; Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 04-06]; Recommendation by ICCAT to Amend 
the Recommendation on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec.04-06] [Rec. 05-04] and the Recommendation by ICCAT on 
Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 06-07]. The combination of the measures taken to regulate farming activities and 
the recovery of the stock, as well as the Catch Documentation Scheme will allow quantities caught and traded to 
be monitored.  
 
Figure 9 which shows the amount of Mediterranean bluefin tuna destined for farming purposes, estimated from 
converted trade data, compared with total reported bluefin catches (Task 1), indicating that the proportion of 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna to farming has reached practically the totality of all reported catches, and 74% of the 
total TAC for the eastern stock in 2006.  
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Figure 9. Estimates of Mediterranean bluefin tuna destined for farming purposes. 
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Statistical Document Program and unreported catches  
 
With the aim of countering possible unreported catches, particularly by non-Contracting Parties, and the 
uncertainty in statistical data needed for reliable stock assessments, the Commission adopted a Resolution 
Concerning Catches of Bluefin Tuna by non-Contracting Parties [Res. 91-02] which paved the way for the 
creation of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures 
(PWG) in 1992. 
 
At the second meeting of the Management Review Committee for West Atlantic Bluefin Tuna (September 
1992), the parties developed an outline for a Certificate of Origin Program for Bluefin Tuna, based on the 
deliberations and recommendations of the ICCAT Working Group to Develop Technical Details for the 
Implementation of the ICCAT Resolution on Catches by non-Contracting Parities (Tokyo, May 1992). Japanese 
trade data available at that time indicated that approximately 3,000 t of bluefin tuna was imported into Japan in 
1991 from non-Contracting Parties.  
 
The Program was presented to the Commission in 1992 and led to the adoption of Recommendation by ICCAT 
Concerning the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program [Rec. 92-01], which required all imported 
bluefin tuna to be accompanied by an ICCAT Statistical Document, with the double aim of estimating the real 
level of catches and reducing catches taken in a manner which could undermine the ICCAT conservation and 
management measures. The Statistical Document Program was developed over several years through the 
adoption of the Resolution by ICCAT Concerning Validation by a Government Official of the Bluefin Tuna 
Statistical Document [Res. 93-02]; Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Implementation of the ICCAT 
Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program on Fresh Products [Rec. 93-03]; Resolution by ICCAT on 
Interpretation and Application of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program [Res. 94-04]; 
Resolution by ICCAT Concerning the Effective Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document 
Program [Res. 94-05]; Recommendation by ICCAT on the Validation of Bluefin Statistical Documents Between 
ICCAT Contracting Parties Which are Members of the European Community [Rec. 96-10]; Recommendation by 
ICCAT Concerning the Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program on Re-export 
[Rec. 97-04]; Recommendation by ICCAT on Validation of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document by the 
European Community [Rec. 98-12]; and the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Amendment of the 
Forms of the ICCAT Bluefin/Bigeye/Swordfish Statistical Documents [Rec. 03-19], resulting in a complicated set 
of measures which did not facilitate its effective interpretation and implementation. Notwithstanding, the 
Program has been a valuable tool in identifying illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing activities, and 
the elimination of a considerable amount of IUU fishing. The data compiled from the Bluefin Statistical 
Document Program were compared with the reported catch statistics, and considerable differences were found, 
leading to the Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning Unreported Catches of Bluefin Tuna, Iincluding Catches 
Classified as Not Elsewhere Oncluded (NEI) [Rec. 97-03], which was later followed up by the PWG with a 
variety of measures aimed at eliminating this practice to the extent possible.  
 
Catch Document Scheme 
 
While the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program has been a useful tool in detecting unreported catches, it 
has two major limitations: (1) domestic consumption of bluefin tuna cannot be detected, and (2) quantities of 
tuna caged for farming purposes cannot be adequately determined.  
 
In order to overcome the shortcomings of the Bluefin Statistical Document Program, and with a view to 
strengthening the conservation and management measures in force for Atlantic bluefin tuna in 2007 and the 
measures taken to control bluefin tuna farming, the Commission adopted the Recommendation by ICCAT on an 
ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation Program [Rec. 07-10]. The objective of this scheme is to ensure the 
reporting of all catches, whether they be destined for export, domestic consumption or farming purposes. This 
scheme will help to determine the level, if any, of unreported catches and can be used in the future to introduce 
greater certainty in statistical data and stock assessments. 
 
 
Scientific research 
 
In addition to the conservation and management measures adopted for the two Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, the 
Commission has remained aware of the need for further research on this species and has adopted several 
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measures specifically covering aspects of research required. Many of these have been aimed at improving 
knowledge to ascertain possible mixing and relevant boundary of the two-stocks, and additional statistical and 
scientific elements required to assure sound management advice. These measures include:  
 
Resolution by ICCAT for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Recovery Programs [Res. 95-4]; Resolution by ICCAT for the 
Development of Additional Recovery Scenarios for Atlantic Bluefin Tuna [Res. 97-16]; Recommendation by 
ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Research in the Central North Atlantic Ocean [Rec. 0-08]; Resolution by ICCAT for 
SCRS to Examine the Effects of Mixing for Stock Assessments and Management and Consider the 
Appropriateness of the Current Boundary Between the Western and Eastern Management Units for Atlantic 
Bluefin Tuna [Res. 00-11]; Resolution by ICCAT on Conversion Factors for Bluefin Tuna from Product Weight 
to Live Weight [Res. 00-12]; Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Research in the Central 
North Atlantic Ocean [Rec. 01-08]; Resolution by ICCAT Regarding the SCRS Mixing Report on Atlantic Bluefin 
Tuna [Res. 01-09]. It should be noted, however, that many of the conservation and management measures cited 
in earlier sections of this report contain provisions relating to research and tasks assigned to the SCRS.  
 
The Bluefin Year Program was established in 1992-1997 through informal coordination of national research 
activities. Since 1997, this program has been financed through the regular budget of the Commission. The aims 
of the Program are to improve general biological information and statistical fisheries data on bluefin tuna. This 
Program is ongoing and part of the 2008 funding has been used to partially fund the World Symposium for the 
Study on the Decline of Bluefin Tuna in Historic Periods, to be held in April 2008. 
 
Current reporting requirements 
 
In order to try to combat stock decline and IUU fishing activities, the increasing number of measures adopted by 
ICCAT implies a corresponding increase in the burden of reporting for the administrations, the industry, the 
Secretariat and the Commission. Although the increase in requirements may seem excessive, it is only through 
increased controls that the legitimate fishing activities can be identified and illegitimate activity sanctioned.   
 
General requirements 
 
1. Statistical data requirements: Task I (nominal annual catch); Task II (monthly catch and effort by 5º x 5º or 
finer and size frequency data); fleet characteristics; catch-at-size; tagging data. Details and exact requirements 
are available on the ICCAT Web page at http://www.iccat.int/SubmitSTAT.htm. 
 
Other requirements Compliance reporting tables; Vessels over 24 metres authorized to fish for tuna and tuna-like 
species in the ICCAT Convention Area; Bi-annual reports of import data collected under the ICCAT Statistical 
Document Program (will be discontinued from 2009); information on vessel chartering, where relevant.  
 
Although the Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming pertains to the entire Atlantic, there are 
currently no bluefin tuna farms in the West Atlantic Ocean.  
 
West Atlantic 
 
While the Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Rebuilding Program for Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 
[Rec. 98-07] and its subsequent revisions requires the introduction of domestic legislation to implement the 
provisions, these imply no additional reporting to the ICCAT Secretariat over and above the statistical data 
required by the Convention or those requirements general to all species managed by ICCAT. 
 
East Atlantic and Mediterranean  
 
Both the Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 06-07] and the  Recommendation by 
ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
[Rec. 06-05], contain specific reporting requirements over and above those required by the general requirements 
for all species.  
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Information required for bluefin tuna farming activities [Rec. 06-07] 
 
− Record of BFT Farming Facilities 

All Contracting Parties, and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities (CPCs) that 
operate farming facilities in the Convention area shall submit a List of Farming Facilities Authorized to Operate 
for Farming of Bluefin Tuna Caught in the Convention Area, containing the name, registration number, location 
and capacity of the farm (in tons), as well as the name(s) and address(es) of the owners and operators. The 
Record of Bluefin Tuna Farming Facilities is published by the Secretariat on the ICCAT web site, and changes to 
be made to this Record should be reported to the Secretariat as they occur  
 
− Record of Vessels that Fish for, Provide or Transport Bluefin Tuna for Farming Purposes 

CPCs must transmit to the Secretariat a list of vessels that fish for, transport or provide bluefin tuna for farming 
purposes. The Record of Bluefin Tuna Farming Vessels is published by the Secretariat on the ICCAT web site, 
and changes to be made to this Record should be reported to the Secretariat as they occur.  
 
− Quantities of bluefin tuna placed in the cage for farming purposes 

CPCs shall transmit to the Secretariat the amounts of bluefin tuna transferred to cages for each farming facility, 
as well as the quantities marketed and an estimate of the growth and mortality. Information should be transmitted 
to the Secretariat prior to 31 August each year. Information submitted should include the name(s) of the farm(s).  
 
− Quantities of bluefin tuna placed in cage  

In accordance with the Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna Farming [Rec. 06-07] and the 
Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean [Rec. 06-05], CPCs shall inform the Commission of the quantities of bluefin tuna transferred 
to cages by each fishing vessel or transport vessel, in accordance with the ICCAT caging declaration adopted by 
the Commission. A summary of the information should be submitted to the Secretariat each year prior to 31 
August. This report shall include information relating to the validation numbers and the dates of the Statistical 
Document, the quantities (in tons and in number of fish) of the losses during transport, the dates, locations, 
vessel name and gear and the flag names and registration numbers.  
 
Data required in the framework of the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Bluefin Tuna Management Program 
[Rec-06-05] 
 
− Record of Vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna 

The Commission should maintain and publish a Record of the vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna in the 
eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean of all the Contracting Parties and Cooperating non-Contracting Parties, 
Entities or Fishing Entities (CPCs) that have vessels authorized to fish bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and 
the Mediterranean. Any fishing vessel that is not included in this Record and targets eastern bluefin tuna may be 
considered by the Commission as having carried out activities in contravention of the ICCAT management 
measures. 
 
− List of Traps authorized to fish bluefin tuna and quantities taken by traps  

CPCs must send to the Secretariat a List of Traps authorized to fish in the Convention area. Information should 
include the name, registration number, and geographical area of the trap, as well as the names and addresses of 
owners and/or operators. Changes to the information regarding the List of Traps shall be sent to the Secretariat as 
soon as they occur. The quantities of bluefin tuna sacrificed should be sent to the flag State of the trap within 48 
hours of landing after each fishing operation, and transmitted to the Secretariat without delay.  
 
− Bluefin tuna catch declarations 

CPCs are required to transmit their monthly catches to the Secretariat, as well as catches taken by vessels.  
  
Each CPC shall send the Secretariat a report on the provisional monthly catches of bluefin tuna within 30 days of 
the end of the calendar month in which catches were made. Reports of catches by vessel shall be made 10 days 
after initial entry into the E-BFT Plan Area, and every five days after 1 June of each year. 
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− List of Transshipment Ports and/or bluefin tuna landings 

CPCs are required to transmit to the Secretariat the List of Ports where transshipment and/or landings of eastern 
bluefin tuna stock are authorized. Changes to the information contained in the Record should be sent to the 
Secretariat 15 days before entry into force.  
 
− VMS Requirements 

All CPCs whose vessels over 24 metres are fishing for bluefin tuna in the East Atlantic and Mediterranean are 
required to transmit VMS reports to the ICCAT Secretariat every six hours. 

 
− ICCAT Scheme of Joint International Inspection 

CPCs have agreed, in the framework of the multi-annual management plan for bluefin tuna, to apply the ICCAT 
Scheme of Joint International Inspection [Ref. 75-02]. Vessels and inspectors involved in this scheme should be 
notified to the Secretariat, together with photographs and signatures of the inspectors, upon receipt of which 
identity cards will be issued by the Secretariat. Inspection reports should be sent to the Governments of States of 
the vessels inspected and to the Secretariat as soon as available. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The above is a general overview of the measures taken by the Commission aimed at overcoming the problem of 
the continuously increasing exploitation of bluefin tuna. The latest measure taken, reflected in Resolution 07-05, 
aims at instigating a discussion among the various sectors involved in this fishery with the aim of ensuring a 
brighter future for bluefin tuna.  
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Overview of the Current ICCAT Conservation and Management 
Measures for Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 

D. Meski, ICCAT Executive Secretary 

 

ORIGINS

• Initially, the high
level of purse seine
and longline catches
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CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT 
MEASURES

• Adopted in accordance with Articles VIII and IX of the 
Convention. 

• Based on scientific evidence
• Aimed at maintaining the populations of tuna and 

tuna-like fishes that may be taken in the Convention 
area at levels which will permit the maximum 
sustainable catch

• Sixty-four measures relating directly to BFT, and
many more stemming from concerns over this
species.
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CURRENT ICCAT MEASURES RELATING DIRECTLY TO
BLUEFIN TUNA

Recommendation by ICCAT concerning unreported catches of bluefin tuna, including 
catches classified as not elsewhere included (NEI)Rec1997-03

Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT on bluefin tuna research in the central 
North Atlantic OceanRec2001-08

Resolution by ICCAT regarding the SCRS mixing report on Atlantic bluefin tunaRes2001-09

Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin
Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and MediterraneanRec2006-05

Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the Western Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna Rebuilding ProgramRec2006-06

Recommendation by ICCAT on Bluefin Tuna FarmingRec2006-07

Resolution by ICCAT on Fishing Bluefin Tuna in the Atlantic OceanRes2006-08

Resolution by ICCAT for Rebuilding of the Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna StockRes2007-05

Recommendation by ICCAT in Regard to Compliance with the Multi-Annual Recovery 
Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Rec2007-04

Recommendation by ICCAT on an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation 
ProgramRec2007-10

 
 
 
 

The area to which the Convention applies, referred to as the “CONVENTION 
AREA”, is all waters of the Atlantic Ocean, including the adjacent Seas. 

BFT is divided into two stocks, east and west as shown below. 
Eastern stock includes Mediterranean bluefin
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WEST ATLANTIC
• MEASURES TAKEN INITIALLY IN THE WEST 

ATLANTIC. CATCH LIMITS IN FORCE SINCE 1982
• TACS AND ALLOCATIONS CURRENTLY SET 

THROUGH THE Recommendation by ICCAT to 
Establish a Rebuilding Program for Western Atlantic 
Bluefin Tuna [98-07]

Reported catches of W-BFT compared to TACs 1982-2006
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Catches of west Atlantic BFT by gear, 1950-2006
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EAST ATLANTIC

• - INCREASE IN TOTAL CATCHES 
BACK TO LEVELS OF 1950s-1960s.

• - INCREASE IN FARMING ACTIVITY 
DIFFICULT TO TRACK THOUGH 
CURRENT STATISTICAL DOCUMENT 
PROGRAM.

• - DIFFICULT TO DETERMINE EXTENT 
OF POSSIBLE UNREPORTED 
CATCHES.

 
 
 
 

EAST ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA CATCHES

Catches of East Atlantic and Medieterranean Bluefin Tuna, 1950-2006
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INCREASE IN BFT FARMING ACTIVITIES IN 
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Mediterranean BFT destined for farming purposes Increase in purse seine catches linked to farming 
---- No quotas adopted for 2001

Catches of Mediterranean BFT by gear, 1950-2006
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SPECIFIC MEASURES FOR EASTERN 
ATLANTIC BFT

• Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a 
Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna 
in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
[Rec. 06-05] 

• Recommendation by ICCAT on bluefin tuna 
farming [06-07] – Currently only affects East
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REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

• 1. SCIENTIFIC DATA REQUIREMENTS

• 2. REPORTING REQUIREMENT GENERAL 
TO ALL SPECIES

• 3. REPORTING REQUIREMETNS SPECIFIC 
TO E_BFT

 
 
 
 

1. SCIENTIFIC DATA REQUIREMENTS

MANAGEMENT IS BASED ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND 
ADVICE FROM THE SCRS. TO ENSURE ACCURATE 
ASSESSMENTS,  CONTRACTING PARTIES ARE OBLIGED TO 
PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING DATA:

-NOMINAL ANNUAL CATCH DATA
- CATCH AND EFFORT DATA
- SIZE SAMPLING DATA
- CATCH AT SIZE 
- FLEET SIZE DATA
- TAGGING DATA
- OTHER BIOLOGICAL DATA WHERE AVAILABLE

http://www.iccat.int/submitSTAT.htm
INDUSTRY SHOULD SUPPLY THEIR NATIONAL AUTHORITIES WITH THE 

DATA REQUIRED BY NATIONAL DATA COLLECTION SYSTEMS FOR 
SUBMISSION OF AGGREGATED DATA TO ICCAT
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2. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

• ICCAT RECORD OF VESSELS OVER 
24M

• COMPLIANCE TABLES
• ANNUAL REPORTS
• VESSEL CHARTERING MEASURES
• TRADE DATA AND STATISTICAL 

DOCUMENT DATA REPORTS

 
 
 
 

3. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS E-BFT

 



MSAB – Tokyo 2008 

 48

 

The Secretariat maintains the
following Records relating directly to
E-BFT:
– Record of BFT Fishing vessels (since 2007)
– Record of BFT Farming vessels (since 2004)
– Record of BFT Farming Facilities (since 2004)
– Record of E-BFT landing ports (since 2007)
– Record of E-BFT transhipment ports (since 2007)
– Record of BFT traps (since 2007)

MCS MEASURES- ICCAT RECORDS

All records are published on        www.iccat.int

 
 
 
 

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS E-BFT
http://www.iccat.int/SubmitCOMP.htm
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COMBATTING UNREPORTED CATCHES

• TRADE DATA DETECTED CONSIDERABLE 
UNREPORTED CATCHES.

• STATISTICAL DOCUMENT FIRST  
ADOPTED IN 1992.

• TRADE SANCTIONS FIRST IMPOSED IN 
1996.

• CATCH DOCUMENTATION SCHEME 
ADOPTED 2007.
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Appendix 7 
 

EC Implementation of the Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna 
in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea [Rec. 06-05] [MSB-009] 

A. Spezzani, European Community 
 
 
 

Management measuresManagement measures
Control measuresControl measures
Joint international Inspection SchemeJoint international Inspection Scheme
VMSVMS
CommunicationsCommunications
Specific provisions forSpecific provisions for

Catch reportingCatch reporting
LandingsLandings
TranshipmentsTranshipments
Trap activitiesTrap activities
Transfer and caging operationsTransfer and caging operations

Implementation by EUImplementation by EU

 
 
 
 

Management measuresManagement measures
1.1. Catch limitationCatch limitation (allocation of quotas)(allocation of quotas)

Multi annual reduction of TACMulti annual reduction of TAC
No carryNo carry--over of underover of under--harvestharvest
““Private trade arrangementsPrivate trade arrangements”” under authorisationunder authorisation
““Joint fishing operationsJoint fishing operations”” under authorisationunder authorisation
Limited chartering possibilitiesLimited chartering possibilities
Specific quotas for E. Atlantic fisheries under Specific quotas for E. Atlantic fisheries under 
derogationsderogations
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Management measuresManagement measures

2.2. Technical measuresTechnical measures

Closed fishing seasons / gearClosed fishing seasons / gear
Prohibition to use spotting aircraftsProhibition to use spotting aircrafts
Increase of the minimum size + regional Increase of the minimum size + regional 
derogationsderogations
ByBy--catch limitations (quantity + conditions for catch limitations (quantity + conditions for 
landing)landing)
Sport and recreational under specific Sport and recreational under specific 
provisionsprovisions

 
 
 
 

Control measuresControl measures
1.1. ICCAT records of authorised vessels + trapsICCAT records of authorised vessels + traps
2.2. PrePre--authorisations for activityauthorisations for activity

Joint fishing operationsJoint fishing operations
TranshipmentsTranshipments

3.3. PrePre--notification of arrivals in portnotification of arrivals in port
LandingsLandings
TranshipmentsTranshipments

4.4. Designated portsDesignated ports (landings + transhipments)(landings + transhipments)
5.5. ““Real timeReal time”” catch reportingcatch reporting (logbook + catch (logbook + catch 

report 10/5 days)report 10/5 days)
6.6. ObserversObservers on catching vessels, joint fishing on catching vessels, joint fishing 

operation, traps (harvest) and farms (caging and operation, traps (harvest) and farms (caging and 
harvest)harvest)
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Control measuresControl measures

7.7. Compulsory inspections Compulsory inspections (landings, transhipments and (landings, transhipments and 
caging operations)caging operations)

8.8. Cross Cross checking checking of dataof data

9.9. Prohibition of any marketing operation for Prohibition of any marketing operation for 
illegal fish illegal fish (Specific(Specific Marking, Labelling and Tail tagMarking, Labelling and Tail tag
provisions for E. Atlantic)provisions for E. Atlantic)

10.10.Compulsory use of ICCAT conversion factorsCompulsory use of ICCAT conversion factors

11.11.Enforcement Enforcement measures + sanctionsmeasures + sanctions

 
 
 
 
 

Joint International Inspection Scheme Joint International Inspection Scheme 

Rules agreed by ICCAT in 1975Rules agreed by ICCAT in 1975
Control on the high seaControl on the high sea
Boarding of/by ICCAT CP vessels and inspectorsBoarding of/by ICCAT CP vessels and inspectors
Inspection reports to the Flag State and ICCATInspection reports to the Flag State and ICCAT

VMSVMS

ICCAT Recommendation 07ICCAT Recommendation 07--08 (timing, format 08 (timing, format 
and conditions for the use of VMS messages)and conditions for the use of VMS messages)
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CommunicationsCommunications

Port and Farm StatesPort and Farm States: : 
Reports on landings, transhipments, transfer Reports on landings, transhipments, transfer 
and caging operations to the flag Stateand caging operations to the flag State
Flag StateFlag State::
Monthly report on catches to ICCATMonthly report on catches to ICCAT
ICCATICCAT
Trigger point of 85 % Trigger point of 85 % of the respective CPC quotaof the respective CPC quota

Closure of the fishery Closure of the fishery (to be done by the CPC (to be done by the CPC 
concerned)concerned)

 
 
 
 

Catch ReportingCatch Reporting
LogbookLogbook

-- obligation to complete by the master of the catching vesselobligation to complete by the master of the catching vessel
-- general information (quantities, date, location, gear) +general information (quantities, date, location, gear) +
-- specific information for specific information for «« joint fishing operationjoint fishing operation »»

Catch report Catch report 

-- made by the master of the catching vesselmade by the master of the catching vessel
-- timing 10/5 days (timing 10/5 days (““real timereal time”” catch reporting)catch reporting)
-- allocation of quantities for allocation of quantities for «« joint fishing operationsjoint fishing operations »»
-- also for nil catch returnalso for nil catch return
-- sent to the flag State and ICCAT (followsent to the flag State and ICCAT (follow--up of the quota up of the quota 
upup--take)take)
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LandingsLandings

Obligation to land in designated ports Obligation to land in designated ports (ICCAT listing)(ICCAT listing)

PrePre--notification of arrival notification of arrival to the Port Stateto the Port State

Landing declaration Landing declaration (weighted quantity + catch area)(weighted quantity + catch area)

Compulsory inspection of each landing Compulsory inspection of each landing by the Port by the Port 
StateState

Record of landings Record of landings (by the Port State, to the Flag States)(by the Port State, to the Flag States)

ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document

 
 
 
 
 

TranshipmentsTranshipments

Prohibition to tranship at seaProhibition to tranship at sea (except under ICCAT Rec 06(except under ICCAT Rec 06--11)11)

Obligation to tranship in designated ports Obligation to tranship in designated ports (ICCAT listing)(ICCAT listing)

PrePre--notification of arrival by the receiving vessel notification of arrival by the receiving vessel (to the (to the 
Port State)Port State)

PrePre--authorisation for the catching vessel authorisation for the catching vessel (by its Flag State)(by its Flag State)

Inspection (Inspection (by the Port State)by the Port State)

ICCAT transhipment declaration ICCAT transhipment declaration (signed by both masters)(signed by both masters)

Record of transhipments Record of transhipments (by the Port State, to the Flag State)(by the Port State, to the Flag State)

ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document
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Trap activitiesTrap activities

ICCAT record of authorised trapsICCAT record of authorised traps

Record of catchesRecord of catches

Observer (all harvests)Observer (all harvests)

ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document

 
 
 
 

Transfer and caging activitiesTransfer and caging activities

"Transfer activities" means any transfer of BFT "Transfer activities" means any transfer of BFT 

from the catching vessel to the final farmfrom the catching vessel to the final farm

from a farm (or a trap) to a processing vessel, transport vesselfrom a farm (or a trap) to a processing vessel, transport vessel
(or to land(or to land))

Catching
vessel

Tug 1 Tug 2

Final 
farm

Land

Processing

Vessel
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Conditions for the acceptance of Conditions for the acceptance of 
the BFTthe BFT

Farming operations are only allowed to Farming operations are only allowed to authorised and registered authorised and registered 
farmsfarms

The BFT must be supplied by The BFT must be supplied by authorised vessels (catching, tugs)authorised vessels (catching, tugs)
–– recorded on the ICCAT records (to provide and transfer for recorded on the ICCAT records (to provide and transfer for 

caging)caging)
–– equipped with VMSequipped with VMS

The BFT is accompanied by the The BFT is accompanied by the ICCAT transfer declarationICCAT transfer declaration

The Flag State of the catching vessel has The Flag State of the catching vessel has formally authorisedformally authorised the the 
final transfer to the farm, before the caging operation startsfinal transfer to the farm, before the caging operation starts

Imported BFT must be accompanied by the Imported BFT must be accompanied by the relevant validated relevant validated 
ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document

 
 
 
 

Catch + TransportCatch + Transport

ICCAT transfer declarationICCAT transfer declaration
Unique ICCAT model, completed by the master of the catching Unique ICCAT model, completed by the master of the catching 
vesselvessel
Delivered to the tug vessel, passed on during subsequent transfeDelivered to the tug vessel, passed on during subsequent transfers, rs, 
and delivered to the farm at the end of the towing processand delivered to the farm at the end of the towing process
Accompanying documents  Accompanying documents  

–– Certification of the origin of the fish (transfer to own farms) Certification of the origin of the fish (transfer to own farms) 
–– ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document

Seizure or release of illegal fishSeizure or release of illegal fish on request of on request of 
the Flag Statethe Flag State
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Caging operationsCaging operations

Caging declaration (by the farm)Caging declaration (by the farm)
for each caging operation (unique ICCAT model)for each caging operation (unique ICCAT model)
delivered to the Farm Statedelivered to the Farm State

Caging report (by the Farm State)Caging report (by the Farm State)
after each caging operationafter each caging operation
validated by an observervalidated by an observer
sent to the Flag State + ICCATsent to the Flag State + ICCAT

Inspection of each caging operationInspection of each caging operation

Observer present during all caging operationsObserver present during all caging operations

 
 
 
 
 

HarvestHarvest
PrePre--notification of arrival by the receiving vessel (to the notification of arrival by the receiving vessel (to the 
Farm State)Farm State)

Inspection of the receiving vessel (by the Farm State)Inspection of the receiving vessel (by the Farm State)

Observer present during all harvest operationsObserver present during all harvest operations

Marketing declaration (by the farm)Marketing declaration (by the farm)

Annual Marketing report (by the Farm State, to ICCAT)Annual Marketing report (by the Farm State, to ICCAT)

ICCAT Catch DocumentICCAT Catch Document
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BFT Recovery plan BFT Recovery plan –– EUEU
First priorityFirst priority
Council Regulation nCouncil Regulation n°° 1559/07 (transposition of ICCAT 1559/07 (transposition of ICCAT 
Rec 06/05)Rec 06/05)
Additional provisionsAdditional provisions
–– control of the fishing effort (annual fishing plans)control of the fishing effort (annual fishing plans)
–– limitation of catch (individual quotas vessels > 24 m)limitation of catch (individual quotas vessels > 24 m)
–– compulsory inspection in absence of catch reports or compulsory inspection in absence of catch reports or 

in case of any infringementin case of any infringement
–– obligation for a vessel to cease fishing (quota obligation for a vessel to cease fishing (quota 

exhausted)exhausted)
–– obligation for masters to cooperate during inspectionobligation for masters to cooperate during inspection
–– prohibition of any marketing for illegal products (in prohibition of any marketing for illegal products (in 

case of any infringement, or invalid accompanying case of any infringement, or invalid accompanying 
documentation)documentation)

 
 
 
 

BFT Recovery plan BFT Recovery plan –– EUEU

Structure of the BFT inspection programmeStructure of the BFT inspection programme

1.1. Specific control and inspection programmeSpecific control and inspection programme
2.2. Joint deployment plan (Community Control Joint deployment plan (Community Control 

Agency)Agency)
-- 49 fishing patrol vessels (364 active days)49 fishing patrol vessels (364 active days)
-- 16 aircrafts (70 surveillance flights)16 aircrafts (70 surveillance flights)
-- 170 days of port / trap inspections170 days of port / trap inspections

3.3. European Commission programmeEuropean Commission programme
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Appendix 8 
 

How the Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation Scheme is Implemented 

S. Ota, Japan 
 

 

1

How ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch 
Documentation Scheme (CDS)

Should Be Implemented?

Shingo Ota
Fisheries Agency 

Government of Japan

 
 
 
 
 

2

1. Background
November 2004:

At its 14th special meeting, ICCAT agreed to launch a review of its 
statistical document programs (SDP) 

April 2006:
The 2nd Meeting of the WG to Review Statistical Document 
Program (SDP) raised the need to move from SDP to CDS.

November 2006:
At the 15th Special Meeting of ICCAT, EC proposed to replace SDP 
with CDS for bluefin tuna, but not agreed. 

July 2007:
The Joint Tuna RFMO WG on Trade and Catch Documentation 
Schemes in Raleigh agreed to the needs to move from SDP to CDS,
particularly for bluefin tuna.

July 2007:
The ICCAT WG on Integrated Monitoring Measures further 
discussed CDS, but did not complete its work.

November 2007:
During the 20th Regular Meeting of ICCAT, an informal WG 
completed its work and the recommendation on CDS was adopted 
at plenary.  
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3

2. Difference between SDP and CDS

SDP traces the trade of BFT

Catch Landing Export Import/Market

SDP

CDS

CDS traces BFT movement
from catch to market.

 
 
 
 
 

4

3. General implementation of CDS

The fishing vessel master or trap operator or the operator 
of farms shall complete an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Catch 
Document (BCD) and request validation when BFT is 
landed, transferred to farms, harvested or transshipped. 

The BCD shall be validated by an authorized government 
official, or other authorized individual or institution, of the 
flag state of the vessel or the state of the trap or farm.

Such validation shall be made only when the information 
contained is verified and BFT has been caught in 
compliance with ICCAT conservation measures. 

Validation is exempted in case that all BFT are tagged by 
the flag state or the trap state.
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5

When BFT is re-exported, an ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Re-
export Certificate (BFTRC) shall be used.

The BFTRC shall be validated by the re-exporting state 
and accompanied by a copy of the validated BCD relating 
to the BFT previously imported.

When live BFT is exported to a farm in another state, 
raised, harvested and exported again, a BFTRC shall not 
be used, and one BCD traces all the movements (One BCD 
has two TRADE sections).

It is prohibited to put BFT from different years or 
countries in the same cage unless effective measures are 
taken to determine the country’s origin and catch year 
when BFT is harvested.

When the shipment of BFT is split into several pieces, 
copies of the original BCD shall be used.

3. General implementation of CDS (continued)

 
 
 
 
 

6

4. BCD form

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE

The sample BCD form in the recommendation indicates six 
sections: Catch, Transfer, Transshipment, Farming, Harvest 
from farm, and Trade. This may vary as follows:

CATCH

TRADE

Basic Country A

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE

Country B

TRADE
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7

5. Verification and cooperation

The validated BCDs or BFTRCs must be sent within 5 
working days to the ICCAT Secretariat and to the 
countries where the bluefin tuna will be domestically
traded, transferred or imported.

The information on BCDs and BFTRCs are entered by the 
ICCAT Secretariat in a database on a password protected
section of its website.

If a doubt arises regarding the information contained in a 
BCD, the final importing State and the CPC whose
competent authorities validated the BCD(s) or BFTRC(s) 
shall cooperate to resolve such doubts.

 
 
 
 
 

8

6. How to implement CDS

Catch

Landing

Market

Case 1

Fishing master completes BCD

BCD validated by the flag 
authority unless all fish are 
tagged

BFT goes to market with BCD

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE

Note: Green box indicates the section to be filled in
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6. How to implement CDS (continued)

Catch

Landing

Case 2

Fishing master completes BCD

BCD validated by the flag 
authority unless all fish are 
taggedTransshipment

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE
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6. How to implement CDS (continued)

Catch

Landing

Export

Case 3

Fishing master completes BCD

BFT accompanied by BCD to 
be validated by the exporting 
authority

Import The BCD is verified by the 
importing authority

BCD validated by the flag 
authority unless all fish are 
tagged

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE
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6. How to implement CDS (continued)

Export

Case 4

Import BCD verified by the importing 
authority

Re-export

Import BFTRC verified by the importing 
authority

BFT accompanied by BFTRC (with 
BCD copy ) to be validated by the 
exporting authority

BFT accompanied by BCD to be 
validated by the exporting authority

All transactions between import and 
re-export with the BCD

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE
＋

BFTRC

Catch Fishing master completes BCD

Landing BCD validated by the flag authority 
unless all fish are tagged

 
 
 
 

12

6. How to implement CDS (continued)
Case 5

Captain of the towing vessel fills in 
Transfer Section

Harvest

Transfer

BCD verified by the importing authority

Farm operator fills in Farming Section 
to be validated by the farming authorityCaging

Import

Farm operator fills in Harvest Section to 
be validated by the farming authority

Catch Fishing master completes BCD

Export
BCD validated by the flag authority and 
exporting authority unless all fish are 
tagged

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE

TRADE

Export BFT accompanied by BCD to be 
validated by the exporting authority

Import The BCD is verified by the importing 
authority  
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6. How to implement CDS (continued)
Case 6

Harvest

Farm operator fills in Farming 
Section to be validated by the 
farming authority.Caging

Farm operator fills in Harvest 
Section to be validated by the 
farming authority.

Processing 
vessel

Import BCD verified by the importing 
authority

BFT accompanied by BCD to be 
validated by the exporting 
authority

CATCH

TRANSFER

TRANSSHIPMENT

FARMING

HARVEST

TRADE

TRADECaptain of the towing vessel fills 
in Transfer SectionTransfer

Catch Fishing master completes BCD
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7. How to handle specific cases

10 mt of BFT (No. A1234: Original)

A fisherman caught 10 metric tons of BFT and completed a BCD 
(BCD No. A1234), which was then validated by the flag authority.
6 metric tons were sold to Exporter A and 4 metric tons to 
Exporter B.  Exporter A exported 3 metric tons twice. 

6 mt of BFT 
(No. A1234-1: Copy)

4 mt of BFT 
(No. A1234-2: Copy)

3 mt of BFT 
(No. A1234-1-1: Copy)

3 mt of BFT 
(No. A1234-1-2: Copy)

Split shipment
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7. How to handle specific cases (continued)
Joint operation
100 mt is caught by a joint fishing operation of two fishing vessels, one 
from Country A and another from Country B.  70 mt is the quota of 
Country A and 30 mt that of Country B.  The fish is divided into 40 mt
and 60 mt and put into two cages of a farm in Country C, farmed and 
harvested twice.

70 mt of BFT (No. A1234: Original)

Cage 1 (40 mt)
No. A1234-1 (28 mt)
No. B5678-1 (12 mt)

30 mt of BFT (No. B5678: Original)

Towing vessel

Farm in Country C
Cage 2 (60 mt)

No. A1234-2 (42 mt)
No. B5678-2 (18 mt)

30 mt of harvest
No. A1234-1-1 (21 mt)
No. B5678-1-1 (9 mt)

20 mt of harvest
No. A1234-1-2 (14 mt)
No. B5678-1-2 (6 mt)

Copy
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8. Conclusion
The coverage of CDS is wider compared to SDP.  
This makes implementation of CDS more 
complicated than that of SDP, but CDS is 
necessary to ensure compliance of conservation 
and management measures.

Given that a CITES listing proposal of BFT is 
envisaged in 2010, CDS is expected to play its 
expected role as soon as possible.

Because there may be more trade of BFT 
disguised as other tuna species as a result of the 
tightened regulations, trade authorities should be 
more careful. 
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Appendix 9 
 

Joint Statement 
on the Sustainable Use of the Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Resource  

 
 
The managers and stakeholders (fishing industry representing all gears, farming establishments, buyers and 
traders) participating in the Meeting of Managers and Stakeholders in Atlantic Bluefin Fishery have re-affirmed, 
in order to ensure the prompt recovery and sustainable use of the bluefin tuna resource, the need to: 
 
 − Fully comply with all the pertinent conservation and management measures adopted by ICCAT, and in 

particular, the provisions of the Bluefin Tuna Recovery Plan; 

 − Prudently manage their fishing/caging/reefer capacity, fishing effort and market imports in such a manner 
that brings them into line with the decreasing levels of TAC foreseen in the Bluefin tuna Recovery Plan; 

 − Apply the catch documentation scheme for the full 2008 fishing season in order to ensure its uniform 
introduction and effectiveness as a key element of the Recovery Plan, and noting that market States accord 
with this approach; 

 − Encourage CPCs involved in the fisheries and market for bluefin tuna to cooperate in the fight against IUU 
activities, notably, through regular exchange of information on fishing activities in their areas or in 
adjacent areas; 

 − Further encourage CPCs to exchange data on fishing activities in their waters by flag vessels of other 
CPCs, which are licensed to fish in their waters under private trade arrangements with the authorization by 
the CPCs concerned and  the Commission and/or under joint fishing operations; 

 − Consider and support the adoption of the necessary conservation and management measures based upon 
the best available scientific advice in the review of the existing recovery plans scheduled at the next 
ICCAT meeting; 

 
 − Participate actively in data collection so as to contribute to the assessment of stock status, providing the 

best available scientifc advice for the review of the Recovery Plan.  
 


