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OBSERVER REPORT ON CITES 10" MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES
(HARARE, ZIMBABWE, JUNE 9-20, 1997)

The tenth meeting of the conference of the parties of CITES was held from 9-20
June, 1997 in Harare, Zimbabwe. About 1,300 persons, 700 from member nations and
600 from other organizations from more than 130 countries attended the meeting. Of
concern to ICCAT, among numerous agenda (Attachment 1), there are three agenda
items. Those are the discussion regarding the prc;gress made in implementation of
CITES Resolution Conf.9.17 on the status of international trade in shark species, the
establishment of a working group on marine species, and the proposal on inclusion of all
species of the order Pristisformes (sawfish) in Appendix I. At the invitation of CITES
Secretariat, Dr. Hideki Nakano (Japan), member of SCRS Sub-Committee on By-catch,
attended the tenth meeting of the conference of the parties of CITES representing

ICCAT.

Regarding the discussion of CITES Resolution Conf.9.17, this resolution has
two parts which require or request action. The first part directs the Animals Committee
of CITES to review all information, to summarize the biological and trade status of
sharks subject to inlternational trade, and to prepare a discussion paper at least six
months prior to the 10* meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The second part
requests FAO and other international fisheries management organizations to establish
programs to collect and assemble biological and trade data on shark species. It also
requests to provide this information to CITES at least six months prior to the 11t
meeting of the Conference of the Parties (to be held in Indonesia in 1999) and to fully

inform CITES of progress on collection, elaboration and analyses of data.

With the discussion on the Conf.9.17, the discussion paper prepared by the
CITES Animals Committee was accepted and decision was made by the parties
(Attachment 2). Related with ICCAT, two major parts were included in the decision. The
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first part is that CITES requests FAO to initiate a work program involving consultation
by shark expert. Such expert consultation will be held in April 1998 in Japan with
budgetary support by the government of Japan and the United States. The second part
CITES requests the nations and internationaliregional bodies to co-ordinate

management of shark fisheries.

Regarding the discussion on establishment of working group on marine species,
the objectives of the working group proposed by the document submitted by the United
States were as follows. Marine fish species subject to large-scale harvest and
international trade should be managed by the appropriate regional fisheries
conservation and management bodies, not by CITES. However, if a marine fish species
meets the CITES listing criteria, CITES does have a role in supporting regional
conservation and management. A listing in CITES Appendix I may help to prevent a
marine fish species from meeting the criteria for inclusion in Appendix I. The
objections raised from many countries against the US proposal were as follows: the

issue of large-scale commercial harvesting was not in the mandate of CITES; there exist

of other more appropriate international and regional management agencies than CITES.

After lengthy debate, this proposal was rejected by vote (secret ballot, yes 49 and no 50).

Regarding the proposal of inclusion of all species of the order Pristisformes
(sawfish) in Appendix I, data deficient of the stock status of sawfishes described in the
proposal and the existence of international and regional fisheries management bodies
were pointed out as in the case of the establishment of marine species working group.

The proposal was rejected by vote after discussion (secret ballot, yes 24 and no 50).

! National Research Institute of Far Seas Fisheries, Fisheries Agency of Japan, 5-7-1 Orido, Shimizu, Shizuoka, 424-8633, Japan -
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Attachment 1

CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties
Harare {Zimbabwe}, 9 to 20 June 1997
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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES '
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

Tenth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties
Harare {Zimbabwe), 9 to 20 June 1997

DECISION OF THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES®

Regarding the Biological and Trade Status of Sharks

1. The Conference of the Parties endorses the following recommendations to achieve effective
implementation of Resolution Conf. 9.17:

a) Parties should, in collaboration with FAO and other regional fisheries organizations, improve,
methods to accurately identify, by species, record and report landings of sharks from directed
fisheries and sharks taken as a by-catch in another fishery;

b

Parties that have a shark fishery and/or trade in sharks and shark parts and derivatives should |
establish appropriate species-specific recording and reporting systems for all sharks that are
landed as a directed catch or a by-catch; ’

c) In an effort to improve statistics on trade in sharks and shark parts and derivatives the i
Secretariat, in collaboration with FAO, should consult the World Customs Organization to |
establish more specific headings within the standard six-digit Customs tariff headings, adopted /
under the Harmonised System tariff classification, to discriminate between shark meat, fins, |
leather, cartilage and other products;

d) itis suggested that FAO should, as a matter of urgency, initiate a work programme involving:

i) changing the manner in which it requests members to record and report‘ data on shark
landings;

ii} giving a consultancy to design and undertake an inquiry on the availability of biological and
trade data on sharks {commenced in 1996);

iii) updating the Shark World Species Catalogue and the 1978 Shark Utilization and Marketing
Monograph; and

iv) finalizing and publishing the World Catalogue of Rajiformes;

e} It is also suggested that FAO should transmit the results of the consultancy to the CITES

Secretariat for circulation to and comment by the Parties to the Convention:
f) Parties that have a shark fishery should initiate efforts to:
i} collect species-specific data on landings, discards and fishing effort;
i} compile information on life-history and biclogical paramete.rs such as growth rate, life span,.

sexual maturity, fecundity and stock-recruitment relationships of sharks taken in their
fisheries;

This document was adopted by Committee I from documents Com. 10.2 and Doc. 10.51.
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iii} document the distribution of sharks by age and sex, as well as their seasonal movements and
interactions between populations; and :

iv) reduce mortality of sharks captured incidentally in the course of other fishing activities:

g) Parties are encouraged to initiate management of shark fisheries at the national level and develop

h

international/regional bodies to co-ordinate management of shark fisheries throughout the
geographic range of species that are subject to exploitation in order to ensure that international
trade is not detrimental to the long-term survival of shark populations;

The Conference of the Parties to the Convention should urge FAO to encourage its member
States that have a shark fishery, or a fishery that takes sharks as a by-catch, to implement the
principles and practices elaborated in: i) the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries; ii)
the FAO Precautionary Approach to Fisheries, Part 1: Guidelines on the Precautionary Approach
to Capture Fisheries and Species Introductions; and iii} the FAO Code of Practice for the Full
Utilization of Sharks;

FAQ, in collaboration with the CITES Secretariat and the CITES Animals Committee, should
convene a consultative meeting involving FAO representatives, fisheries biologists/managers,
intergovernmental fisheries organizations and non-governmental organizations with expertise on
shark management to develop a programme to further the implementation of Resoiution
Conf. 9.17; and

The Secretariat should communicate the relevant recommendations to FAQ and other
intergovernmental fisheries management and/or research organizations and establish liaison with
these bodies to monitor implementation; and

The Conference of the Parties requests the Chairman of the Animals Committee to serve as liaison
with the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAOQ) and with intergovernmental
fisheries management and/or research organizations in relation to all activities concerning the
implementation of Resolution Conf. 9.17.



