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1. Status of the fisheries

[n 1986, total 39,492 MT were produced by 140 Taiwanese

longliners, and in  comparison to 1985 annual production (37,728 M1},

Lhere were wbout 4.7% increases under 5.6% increases of number

ol fishing vessel operated in the Atlantic., As the result, level

of catch per unit  effort (CPUE) indicating fishing success obviously

declined from 20%.6MT/vessel in 1985 to 207.8 MT/vessel in 15486,

Among the species caught by longliners : ablacore, yellowfin, bigeye,

bluefin, swordfish and skipjack etc., albacore is stiltl Lthe

dominanl cuateh  species which occupied about 90.9% of the totel
1986 cutch. Also for 35,880 MT of albacore catch, 21,082 MT  and
14,806 MT were ecaught from the South and the North Atlantic,
respeclively, whereus sbout 1,528 MT difference of catch hecomes

much broeder than that of 1886.

The geographical distribution of high catch rate (>2.0 ({ish/100
hoolks) shows seasonal difference between the South eand the North
Atluntic. ‘The distribution of high catch rate of the North Atlantic

tishery is concentrated on (1) 30°-40°N and 45°W westward, and 20%-36°

N  und 35% custward for Junuary-March; {2} 150—250N tor April-June;

{4y uniforw distribution of low catch rate (<2.0 fish/100 hooks) tor

July-Septeanber, uand; (43 20% -40°N and 35°W westward for October-

December. 0Of the South Atlentic fishery, there is (1) 359-46%5 and 16

W weuwtward, and 30°-40°8 und 5%°W eastward for January-March; (2) 259—

57

40° 5 for April-June; (3) 15°-10°S and 35° W easlward for July-

September, and,; {4) wuniform distribution of low c¢atch rate for

October-December.
2.Statistics

Ax  is the years before 1885,the catch statistics 1is regularly

processed by Tuna Resource Research Center, Tnatitute of

Geewnography, National Taiwan University under the cooperation of

logboolt ¢ollection by Taiwan Fisheries Bureau ( Taiwan Province , Rep.

of China ), and sponsored by the Council of Agriculture, Executive

Yuun (Kep. of China). lLandings were used to estimated

thetask I

statistics, 588,011 MT was preliminarily estimated for 1886 annual

cuteh of Atlantic Tuna by Taiwanese longlines. Loghbook and daily radio

reports were used to estimate the task IT statistics, Atfter data

processed, monthly and quadrat's covermnge rute were estimaled in the

range between 1.0 and 0.08, with 0.585(8S.10.=0.23) in average for the

yeur and s}l quadrats. The totwl production, 39,492 MT ,wag estimated

by Yeiwanese longliners in Atlantic in 1886.

3. Quick projected snnual cateh estimante of 1987

Yy the lunding reports of Jaunuary-July, 14987, there were 165

longliners operating in the Atlsntic, und 20,674 MT landed. Therefore,

s simple quick projected wannuel cutch estimate of 1987 will be

approximately 35,440 MT which will be about 4,000 MT less than the

1946,

level of



4. Research studies

Totul 130,686 individusls were measured for the apecies of
albucore  (124,077), yellowfin tuna  (J3,798), and bigeye tuna
(2,3683). In further uwssesument study, we will expectl wuging these

datn Lo compile Lhe informatiion of calch at uge.

In order Lo take inte sccount of  the dynamics of albacore
rescurce,  ealeh  wnd effort on albucore were standardized and updated
to THBE by Honwa's method, ulso the production model was applied in
the wnulysis of the southern wnlbacore stook. Incorporated with
the coteh  and  effort  records of the wuorthern walbacore stock '
provided by TCCAT, the stock will be studied sooner in the coning
year.

Beside thege, an overview ot fishery trend and catch rale
distribution pattern of the northern albacore stock was studied
recently in order to preliminarily understand the tendency of
operution favor of Taiwvanese longliners and, to prospect their further

chunge of operation configuraetion as pousible.



