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OVERALL FISHING INTENSITY, CATCH AND CATCH BY SIZE OF YELLOWFIN TUNA
IN THE ATLANTIC LONGLINE FISHERY, 1956-1979

M. Honma
Far Seas Fishernies Research Laboratony

SUMMARY EESUMEN

Updating the catch and effort statistics of the Atlantic Al proceder a actualizar las estadisticas de captura y es-

longline fishery up to 1979, effective fishing effort and hook fuerzo de las pesquerias de palangre en el Atlédntico hasta 1979
3

rate are estimated. Length composition of yellowfin tuna

se =fectuaron estimaciones sobre el esfuerzo efectivo de pesca y

caught by the Japanese longline fishery is summarized. tasa de anzuelos. Se presanta un resimen sobre 1a composicidn por

tallas del rabil capturado por 1la pesqueria japonesa de palangre.

RESUME

Une mise & jour des statistiques de prise et effort de la
pécherie palangridre de 1'Atlantique a &té réalisde jusqu'en
1579, et 1l'effort de péche effectif ainsi que le taux par hame-
gon ont &té estimés. La composition par taille de 1'albacore

capturé par la pécherie palangrigre japonaise est récapitulée.

— TG



This note is the tenth report in the series previously documented.

Data processing 1s the same as described in the previous report (Honma 1981).

1. Catches

Catches of Atlantic yellowfin by the longlime fishery.in 1979 was 15800 toms,
smallest except for those in the very early period of the exploitation (Table 1).
Largest catch of 7000 tons was made by the Korean fleet, then Cuban catches follow

this. The same level of the Japanese catches about 2000 tons with the previous

year was reported in 1979 accounting for 13 Z of the total fishery (Fig. 1).

2. Fishing effort and hook rates
Fishing intensity of the whole Atlantic fleet on yellowfin was 0.8 millions

in 1979, 0.1 millions decrease from the previous year. Hook rates of yellowfin

tuna by the Japanese longline was 5.0 I in 1979, slight decrease from che previous

year but remained within low stable ranges of hook rates in the 1970's (Table I,

Fig. 2).

3. Catches by size

The Japanese longline boats captureed 3511 yellowfin in the Gulf of Guinea
Measurements ok the length in this area cover only 22 fish from the
Fish with modal length about 114-120 cm,
the Carib

in 1979.
fourth quarter (Octover-December).
similar to the previous year appeared in the length composition from

Area in 1979 (¥ig. 3, Appendix table 1).
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Table
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1961
1962
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1964
1963
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1968
1969
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1971
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1973
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Fig. 1. Yield in thousand tons of yellowfin tuna by country in the

Atlantic longline fishery, 1969-1979.
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Appandix cabla L. Cacch of yelloviin cuns by leagch closs La Japemsse loagitna (lshary, 1979,
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Fig. 3. Pe
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