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FOOTNOTES TO THE STATISTICAL BULLETIN

1. Present system

The present system for footnoting the Statistical Bulletin is as
follows:

1. All the data derived from regular reporting are footnoted by using
consecutive numbers (or letters) on Part IV (national statistics)
as far as possible.

2. Those which cannot be applicable to Part IV data are footnoted
in Part II (summary by species) while those footnotes already noted
in Part IV are not repeated in Part II.

3. Those important footnotes applicable to Parts I and V are repeated
in Part IV as well as in Parts I and II.

4. Footnotes for Part III are independent from any other parts.

IT. Proposed changes
1. Background

At the 1981 intersessional SCRS Officers Meeting, the quality of statistics
included in the Statistical Bulletin was the subject of discussion. In the
early stages of the Commission, the Statistical Bulletin was mostly based
on FAO statistics and then gradually on statistics reported by national
offices, which are often different from FAO statistics. Recently, however,
even in the national statistics some inadequacies and inaccuracies have
been pointed out. More and more trials have been made to estimate better
statisties by ‘national scientists, by the Secretariat and by the Sub-Committee
on Statistics and SCRS. Since the Statistical Bulletin contains the best
estimates available rather than the national statistics, we replaced the
national statistics with all those estimated figures. Consequently, the
figures in the Statistical Bulletin or on the data base have different
types of origins. Discussions at the time of the SCRS Officers Meeting
focused on the problem of the variety of origins of data. Since not all
statistics can be upgraded to the same level, it was suggested that the
origin (or guality) of each figure be shown. This procedure will
hopefully assist the scientists in evaluating the credibility of each
datum.

2. Present data base

The Secretariat examined the TASKI data base which is the base used
in compiling the Statistical Bulletin as to the possibility of carrying
out the above suggestion. (See sample page of TASKI data base listings
(Table 1).

The present data base for each record of catch we have shows an
element called "quality of info" corresponding to a one~digit number.
Codings in the past have been as follows:

. Catch preliminary

1

2. <Catch final

3. Catch uncertain

4. Landing preliminary
5. Landing final

6. Landing uncertain

Also, for each record, there is a choice of 29 letters to record
comments on "sources of information.” As you can see, from the listings
we can know the history of updating and the major reasons and sources
for each record. However, "comments" are not an element of the base
and therefore cannot be used for output.

- Although the"quality of info" element exists, little attention has been
paid to it. Most of the records have been coded with "2" and on a few
occasions with "1*, “4" or "%5“. When the data have been reported first
as preliminary and thereafter no changes were made, codes 1 or 4 (pre-
liminary) remained in the base. Since these codes have not been utilized
in generating Statistical Bulletin output, up to the present, this did not
matter. Codes 3 and & have never been used.

3. Footnotes on the data base

The "quality of info" seems to be the best element to use. After
careful study, we propose the codings as shown in the attached Table 2.
Codes 1, 2, 4, and 5 have already been used (they are left as they
stand at present). Therefore, only five codes (or six if 0 can be used)
are available for use.

4. Footnotes on the printout

Statistical Bulletin tables are already very crowded. However, there
is still room to add a letter after each figure. Therefore, if any or
all of the figures have to be footnoted as regards sources or quality,
"quality of info" can be added to each figure using a letter as proposed
in Table 2. Only those letters which can be easily distinguished from
numbers should be chosen. Since the final catch reported by the national
offices comprises the largest part of all the figures, these data will
not be footnoted.

A sample page of statistics with such footnotes is attached as Table 3.
Footnotes on this table are, however, not complete or completely correct,
as updating for "quality of info" is limited only to the latest entries.

This footnote scheme, if adopted, should be limited only to the
basic figures, i.e. catch broken down by species, area and gear in
Part IV of the Statistical Bulletin. Subtotals, totals, etc. should not
be footnoted. Also many footnotes currently used still have to be
added manually. -
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Proposed codes for element "Quality of info” in Task II1 base

Table 2.

Lhi]

Q
Q

¥Ztig
2]

Q
La-144

Q

a
2]
Q
a

I3

o

YoL2
AE73

[*]

a
a
[

coocoo
Dooooe
cooooon
oconbooo
ocooowo
oD oeooO
coonoco

=

DBODOOOOROOO
:o ey R NN X-X-N-X-}
OO0O0DODOOOOODO
DOCODODOOOODOO

W

Footnote
No footnote

Statistical Bulletin

iminary

1 sta-
An officially

Final catch
reported statistic (1, 2, 4, or 5)

iona
Prel

National sta-
Preliminary
Final landing

Sources and Quality

ational Office or Nat
tistical correspondent

catch
divided or reclassified as to gears

National Office or National statis-
National Office or Natienal statis-

SCRS andfor SCRS Working Group

National scientist(s) personal
estimates

tistical correspondent
estimates

Secretariat estimate
Gear and/or area only*.

FAO formal statistics
tical correspondent

landing
tical correspondent

National Office or

»

Mumerical
Code

€409

n

vag2e
YEhBZ

a

coao

and areas or sub-areas by the Secre-
tariat, the SCRS and/or a Working Group

[
ocoooao

o o
a [+
n o
o o
9 0
[ e
o [
&} 0
] o
o 0
o e

RLYE1) s} )
Q n a
0 0 o
Q D] o
9 o o
] a 0t
o s} o

Tie99 o 0
Q Q0 o
0 ] )

Tbsb ] o
Z7zamt 0 x4

8L [ 2
[+ 1§ 0
a 0 Jez

929¢ o a
a 0 o
Q 0 0

Tas92 o 0

Laa 488 149

seveq

YINON

*If there is a species sub-division, use code 6, 7, or 8.

oo oooa

onte
€87 ¢
Q27
hfS
0g8s
€9

759
ga¢
LAY
2751
Z157
nse
LERAS
57234
85hE
08k
zzLs

n1&WE

L¥&:1
w79

ONAN
z127
LYE]
7965
1517
L1599
5587
aat

sh1F

2ib9h

arid
173¢
97601
979t
R765
1te
z2¢€¢

qviag

TSOPOD 830U3003 TI® Y3ITM UTIeTInd TBOTISTI®IS JO AL 2xed Jo sbed ardureg

In
anL3
v
35
0¥13
ONiM

OHln

inns
35
My
IS 11
EL
oYL
Ly
15
oNl3

Oxfm
L1068
ixaNn
oML3

RIS

OMLI

Y3INY

LER D]
6477
"477
488
ELL)

LAl

A3
CERR
Q497
CERE
LEERA
CERR
R4
LERE}
8417
inQ
EEL:

LEER
g4
B39
2417
a417
EERR
LERE!
LERR]
LFRN!

488

ECE

a477
LER N
LERDI
9477
f.477
ELY]
498

H¥39

edtenersessenstansrrenas

YHIAMYEINOTITIAYG DYy

‘e eT9ERL

aLst
Riat
Reat
Riat
TLAY
AeLal

A¥ing

LLat
Liat
Lent
LAt
Liat
Litat
LL41
Liat
Liat
LLint
LLat

At

LAt
Piat
97 AT
Llal
9is1
TLAL
LAt
L4t
LAt
Fial
FLAT

aving

SLat
SLAl
SLat
SLat
Giatl
Siat
Sal

LAY

-11~



