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FOREWORD

The Chairman of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas presents his compliments to
the Contracting Parties of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (signed in Rio de
Janeiro, May 14, 1966), as well as to the Delegates and Advisers that represent said Contracting Parties, and has the
honor to transmit to them the ""Report for the Biennial Period, 2012-2013, Part 11 (2013)"", which describes the
activities of the Commission during the second half of said biennial period.

This issue of the Biennial Report contains the Report of the 23rd Regular Meeting of the Commission (Cape Town,
South Africa, November 18-25, 2013) and the reports of all the meetings of the Panels, Standing Committees and
Sub-Committees, as well as some of the Working Groups. It also includes a summary of the activities of the
Secretariat and the Annual Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission and Observers, relative to their
activities in tuna and tuna-like fisheries in the Convention area.

This Report is published in four volumes. Volume 1 includes the Proceedings of the Commission Meetings and the
reports of all the associated meetings (with the exception of the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and
Statistics-SCRS). Volume 2 contains the Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) and
its appendices. Volume 3 includes the Annual Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission and the
Observers. Volume 4 includes the Secretariat’s Report on Statistics and Coordination of Research, the Secretariat’s
Administrative and Financial Reports, and the Secretariat’s Reports to the ICCAT Conservation and Management
Measures Compliance Committee (COC), and to the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT
Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG). Volumes 3 and 4 of the Biennial Report are only published in
electronic format.

This Report has been prepared, approved and distributed in accordance with Article 111, paragraph 9, and Article 1V,
paragraph 2-d, of the Convention, and Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The Report is available
in the three official languages of the Commission: English, French and Spanish.

MASANORI MIYAHARA
Commission Chairman



PRESENTATION

Le Président de la Commission internationale pour la conservation des thonidés de I'Atlantique présente ses
compliments aux Parties contractantes a la Convention internationale pour la conservation des thonidés de
I'Atlantique (signée a Rio de Janeiro le 14 mai 1966), ainsi qu’aux délégués et conseillers qui représentent ces Parties
contractantes, et a I'nonneur de leur faire parvenir le « Rapport de la période biennale 2012-2013, 2° Partie (2013) »,
dans lequel sont décrites les activités de la Commission au cours de la deuxiéme moitié de cette période biennale.

Ce rapport contient le rapport de la 23° réunion ordinaire de la Commission (Le Cap, Afrique du Sud, 18-25
novembre 2013) et les rapports de toutes les réunions des Sous-commissions, des Comités permanents et des Sous-
comités, ainsi que de divers Groupes de travail. Il comprend également un résumé des activités du Secrétariat et les
rapports annuels remis par les Parties contractantes a I’ ICCAT et les observateurs concernant leurs activités de péche
de thonidés et d’espéces voisines dans la zone de la Convention.

Le rapport est publié en quatre volumes. Le Volume 1 réunit les comptes rendus des réunions de la Commission et
les rapports de toutes les réunions annexes, a I'exception du rapport du Comité permanent pour la recherche et les
statistiques (SCRS). Le Volume 2 contient le rapport du Comité permanent pour la recherche et les statistiques
(SCRS) et ses appendices. Le Volume 3 contient les rapports annuels des Parties contractantes de la Commission et
des observateurs. Le Volume 4 comprend le rapport du Secrétariat sur les statistiques et la coordination de la
recherche, les rapports administratifs et financiers du Secrétariat et les rapports du Secrétariat au Comité
d’application des mesures de conservation et de gestion de I'ICCAT (COC) et au Groupe de travail permanent sur
I’amélioration des statistiques et des mesures de conservation de I'lCCAT (PWG). Les volumes 3 et 4 du rapport
biennal ne sont publiés que sous format électronique.

Le présent rapport a été rédigé, approuvé et distribué en application des Articles I11-paragraphe 9 et I\V-paragraphe 2-
dde la Convention et de I'Article 15 du Réglement intérieur de la Commission. Il est disponible dans les trois langues
officielles de la Commission: anglais, francais et espagnol.

MASANORI MIYAHARA
Président de la Commission



PRESENTACION

El Presidente de la Comision Internacional para la Conservacién del Attn Atlantico presenta sus respetos a las Partes
contratantes del Convenio Internacional para la Conservacion del Atin Atlantico (firmado en Rio de Janeiro, 14 de
mayo de 1966), asi como a los delegados y consejeros que representan a las mencionadas Partes contratantes, y tiene
el honor de transmitirles el “Informe del Periodo Bienal, 2012-2013, 112 Parte (2013)”, en el que se describen las
actividades de la Comision durante la segunda mitad de dicho periodo bienal.

El Informe Bienal contiene el informe de la Vigésima Tercera Reunion Ordinaria de la Comision (Cuidad del Cabo,
Sudéfrica, 18-25 de noviembre de 2013), y los informes de todas las reuniones de las Subcomisiones, Comités
Permanentes y Subcomités, asi como de algunos Grupos de Trabajo. Incluye, ademas, un resumen de las actividades
de la Secretaria y los Informes anuales de las Partes contratantes de la Comision y de observadores sobre sus
actividades en las pesquerias de tinidos y especies afines en la zona del Convenio.

El Informe se publica en cuatro volumenes. El Volumen 1 incluye las Actas de las Reuniones de la Comision y los
Informes de todas las reuniones relacionadas (con excepcion del Informe del Comité Permanente de Investigaciony
Estadisticas - SCRS). El Volumen 2 el Informe del Comité Permanente de Investigacién y Estadisticas (SCRS) y sus
apéndices. El Volumen 3 incluye los Informes anuales de las Partes contratantes de la Comision y de los
observadores. EI Volumen 4 incluye el informe de la Secretaria sobre estadisticas y coordinacién de la investigacion,
los informes Administrativo y Financiero de la Secretariay los informes de la Secretaria al Comité de Cumplimiento
de las Medidas de conservacion y ordenacién de ICCAT (COC) y al Grupo de Trabajo Permanente para la mejora de
las estadisticas y normas de conservacion de ICCAT (GTP). Los volimenes 3 y 4 del Informe Bienal se publican
solo en formato electronico.

Este Informe ha sido redactado, aprobado y distribuido de acuerdo con el Articulo 11, parrafo 9, y el Articulo IV,

parrafo 2-d del Convenio, y con el Articulo 15 del Reglamento Interno de la Comisién. El Informe esté disponible en
las tres lenguas oficiales de la Comisidn: inglés, francés y espafiol.

MASANORI MIYAHARA
Presidente de la Comision
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2013 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT!
1. Introduction

This Administrative Report is presented in accordance with Article VII of the ICCAT Convention, including an
outline of its activities during fiscal year 2013.

2. Contracting Parties to the Convention

In 2013, the Secretariat received notification on behalf of the Director General of FAO that as of July 1, 2013,
the Republic of Croatia became a member of the European Union and that in accordance with Article XIV,
paragraph 6, of the ICCAT Convention, Croatia ceased being a Party to this Convention.

Therefore, as of October 25, 2013, the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT)
is comprised of the following 47 Contracting Parties: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Belize, Brazil,
Canada, Cape Verde, China, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, France (St.
Pierre & Miquelon), Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea (Rep.), Honduras, Iceland, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Libya,
Mauritania, Mexico, Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Philippines, Russia, Senegal,
Sierra Leone, South Africa, St. Tome and Principe, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Syrian Arab Republic,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom (Overseas Territories), United States, Uruguay,
Vanuatu and Venezuela.

3. ICCAT Regulations and Resolutions
— Adoption and entry into force of the Recommendations and Resolutions

On December 10, 2012, the Secretariat officially transmitted the texts of the Recommendations and Resolutions
adopted at the 18" Special Meeting of the Commission (4dgadir, Morocco, November 12 to 19, 2012) to the
Contracting Parties and to non-Contracting Parties, Entities or Fishing Entities that have Atlantic coastlines or
that fish tunas in the Convention area, and to intergovernmental fishery organizations, requesting their
cooperation in this regard.

The texts of the Recommendations and Resolutions adopted by the Commission in 2012 were published in the
Report for Biennial Period, 2012-2013, Part I (2012), Vol. 1.

After the notification, the Secretariat received the following correspondence which was transmitted to all the
Contracting Parties:

— Objection from Turkey to paragraph 9 of the Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation

by ICCAT to Establish a Multi8-annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean [Rec. 12-03] and reaffirmation of the objection.

— Objection from Algeria to paragraph 9 of the Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Recommendation

by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean [Rec. 12-03].

After the six months’ grace period following the transmission of the Recommendations adopted by the
Commission, the Recommendations entered into force on June 10, 2013, except for Rec. 12-03, which entered
into force on August 9, 2013, in accordance with the process of notification and review expressed in Article VIII,
paragraph 3(a) of the Convention, except for Turkey which reaffirmed its objection.

4. ICCAT Inter-sessional Meetings and Working Groups

In accordance with Commission decisions on this subject, the following meetings were held in 2013:

—  Stock Synthesis Model Training Course (SS3) (Madrid, Spain, January 21 to 25, 2013).

—  Inter-sessional Meeting of the Compliance Committee and Panel 2 (Seville, Spain, February 18 to 20,
2013).

—  Meeting of the Working Group on Stock Assessment Methods (Madrid, Spain, March 11 to 15, 2013).

"Information as at October 25, 2013.
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Inter-sessional Meeting of the Tropical Tunas Species Group (Tenerife, Spain, March 18 to 21, 2013).
Inter-sessional Meeting of the Sharks Species Group (Mindelo, Cape Verde, April 8 to 12, 2013).
North and South Atlantic Albacore Data Preparatory Meeting (Madrid, Spain, April 22 to 26, 2013).
Bluefin Meeting on Biological Parameters Review (Tenerife, Spain, May 7 to 13, 2013).

Atlantic Swordfish Data Preparatory Meeting (Madrid, Spain, June 3 to 10, 2013).

North and South Atlantic Albacore Stock Assessment Session (Sukarrieta, Spain, June 17 to 24, 2013).

First Meeting of the Working Group of Fisheries Managers and Scientists in Support of the Western
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Stock Assessment (Montreal, Canada, June 26 to 28, 2013).

Inter-sessional Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Ecosystems (Madrid, Spain July 1 to 6, 2013).

8™ Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring Measures (Sapporo, Japan, July 7 to 9,
2013).

1* Meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment (Sapporo, Japan, July 10 to 12, 2013).
Meeting on Bluefin Stock Assessment Methods (Gloucester, United States, July 20 to 22, 2013).
Atlantic Swordfish Stock Assessment Session (Olhao, Portugal, September 2 to 10, 2013).

Species Groups Meetings (Madrid, Spain, September 23 to 27, 2013).

Meeting of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) (Madrid, Spain, September 30
to October 1, 2013).

5. Meetings at which ICCAT was represented

Within the framework of ICCAT’s mandate to inform other international organizations of the measures adopted
by the Commission, the Secretariat participated in several meetings and technical consultations, which included
various regional fisheries organizations (see Appendix 1 to this Report, which summarizes the major topics
discussed at these meetings).

Expert Workshop on the Assessment of Socio-economic Impacts of Recreational Fishing — The
Caribbean, A Beginning. (Santa Marta, Colombia, November 4, 2012).

Fourth FAO Expert Advisory Panel for the Assessment of Proposals to Amend Appendices I and II of
CITES Concerning Commercially-exploited Aquatic Species (Rome, Italy, December 3 to 8, 2012).

Conference on Sustainable Fishery Agreements: Strategies for Enforcement and Compllance (Maui,
Hawaii, United States, January 15 to 18, 2013).

8" Meeting of the Steering Committee of FIRMS (Rome, Italy, February 4 to 8, 2013).
Meeting with the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (Copenhagen, Denmark, February 5, 2013).

Coordinating Working Party on Fishery Statistics (CWP) 24" Session (Rome, Italy, February 5 to 8,
2013).

2" Edition of the Salon Halieutis (4gadir, Morocco, February 13 to 17, 2013).

16™ Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) (Bangkok, Thailand, March 3 to 14, 2013).

ISSF Harvest Control Rule Meeting (San Diego, California, USA, March 6 to 8, 2013).

Second Joint Meeting of the Caribbean Fisheries Mechanism-CRFM / The Caribbean Large Marine
Ecosystem-CLME — Case Studies Steering Committee (Roseau, Dominica, March 11 and 12, 2013).

1 Meeting of the Network of the REMO Secretariats (5" Meeting of the REMOs) (Rome, Italy, March 12
and 13, 2013).

1* Workshop on the Preparation of a Billfish Management and Conservation Plan for the Western Central
Atlantic (Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, USA, March 19 and 20, 2013).

37th Session of the General Fisheries Commission of the Mediterranean-GFPM (Split, Croatia, May 13 to
17, 2013).

World Conference on Stock Assessment Methods for Sustainable Fisheries (Boston, United States, July
15t0 19, 2013).
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— 15™ Session of the IOTC Working Party on Tropical Tunas (San Sebastian, Spain, October 23 to 28,
2013).

— 1OTC: Working Party on Methods of the Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (San Sebastian, Spain, October
23 and 24, 2013).

6. Tagging lottery

To encourage the return of tags, the national laboratories award monetary prizes or gifts to persons who recover
tags. In order to support these programs, ICCAT organizes an annual lottery with $500 prizes.

The last lottery, which was held on September 30, 2013, awarded prizes for three tags, corresponding to the
following categories: tropical tunas/small tunas, billfish, and sharks.

The winning tags were as follows:

— Tropical tunas/small tunas: Winning tag #SEC001826, recovered on an Atlantic black skipjack (Thunnus
albacares/LTA) by a Spanish national. The tagging was carried out during Spanish campaigns.

— Billfish: Winning tag #BF499028, recovered on a blue marlin (Makaira nigricans/BUM) by a Venezuelan
national.

— Sharks: Winning tag #CR007670, recovered on a blue shark (Prionace glauca/BSH) by a Spanish
national 1405 days after tagging. The tagging was carried out during Spanish campaigns.

Regarding the temperate tunas category, this year there was only recoveries of bluefin tuna (Thunnus
thynnus/BFT). As since last year bluefin are included exclusively in the drawing associated with the ICCAT
Atlantic-wide Research Program for Bluefin Tuna (GBYP), no drawing was held in this category.

This year once again an additional drawing was held supported by the GBYP. This lottery has three awards (two
for €500 and one for €1000) exclusively for recoveries of bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus/BFT). The winning tags
and their awards were as follows:

— €1,000: Winning tag #BYP007209, recovered by a Spanish national, 11 days after tagging. The tagging
was carried out during French campaigns.

— €500: Winning tag #BE023159, recovered by a Spanish national, 117 days after tagging. The tagging was
carried out during Spanish campaigns.

— €500: Winning tag #BYP008637 awarded by the GBYP. However, in confirming the information, it was
noted that the tag recovered was an electronic tag and not a conventional tag. Consequently, a drawing
was held later at the Secretariat, supervised by Secretariat staff as well as by the GBYP Coordinator. The
winning tag was #BYP007352, recovered by a Spanish national 56 days after tagging. The tagging was
carried out during French campaigns.

7. Letters concerning fulfilment of budgetary obligations

In early 2013, the Executive Secretary notified all the Contracting Parties of the amount of their contributions to
the 2013 budget. In July 2013, a reminder was sent to the Contracting Parties that had not made their
corresponding payments. Later, a second reminder was sent in September to those Contracting Parties that had
not taken any measures. The following table summarizes the correspondence sent to the Contracting Parties who
have pending contributions.
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I*' Reminder 2" Reminder
Letter dated Letter dated
July 1, 2013 September 18, 2013
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8. Secretariat publications in 2013

The following publications were issued in 2013:

Report for Biennial Period, 2012-13, Part I (2012), Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 4: English (Vols. 3 and 4 in
electronic format only).

Report for Biennial Period, 2012-13, Part I (2012), Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 4: French (Vols. 3 and 4 in
electronic format only).

Report for Biennial Period, 2012-13, Part I (2012), Vols. 1, 2, 3 and 4: Spanish (Vols. 3 and 4 in
electronic format only).

Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 41 (2), which includes the catch series, by species and by countries, since 1950.
Starting in 2013, the paper copy will be issued biennially, with annual updates that will be available in
electronic format, on the ICCAT web site and on CD.

Collective Volume of Scientific Papers, Vol. 69, comprised of 5 volumes. This publication is issued in
paper copy and on CD and is also available on the ICCAT web site.

ICCAT Newsletter (February and September, 2013).

Collaboration continued with the Aquatic Living Resources Journal in 2013.
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9. Organization and management of Secretariat staff
9.1 Organization
The Secretariat is organized as follows:

Executive Secretary

Mr. Driss Meski

Assistant Executive Secretary

Dr. Pilar Pallarés

Department of Research, Statistics and Information Technology

Due to its mandate to conserve and manage the tuna resources, the ICCAT members carry out an extensive range
of scientific activities regarding monitoring and research. The Secretariat is directly involved in the coordination
of some of these activities, although a large part of the practical work is carried out by the Contracting Parties.
The Secretariat maintains a large number of databases that include information on fishery statistics which are
useful for stock assessments and entries concerning compliance. The main tasks that are carried out are the
requests for data, rules for data transmittal, the development of databases, the user interfaces of the databases,
quality control of data, data mining and the publication of data, maintenance of the web site, management of
information technology, tagging inventory, the preparation of reports and coordination with the SCRS.

The activities in research and statistics are coordinated by the Assistant Executive Secretary and carried out by a
Population Dynamics Expert, a By-Catch Coordinator and by the Department of Statistics and Information
Technology, which is comprised of six staff. Dr. Laurence Kell supervises the activities related to coordination
with the SCRS concerning the stock assessments and other scientific matters. Dr. Paul de Bruyn coordinates the
activities related to the analysis and processing of the data on by-catch species in the tuna fisheries. Dr. Mauricio
Ortiz, Head of the Department of Statistics and Information Technology, is responsible for the analysis of
fisheries data in the various ICCAT databases which are used in the stock assessments, and for providing
scientific advice on stock management. Mr. Carlos Palma supervises the activities related to the development
and maintenance of the databases; Mr. Juan Carlos Mufioz, database programmer; Mr. Jesus Fiz, information
technology specialist; Mr. Juan Luis Gallego, technical assistant; and Mr. Alberto Parrilla, VMS program
manager.

Compliance Department

In recent years, the Commission has adopted an increasing number of Recommendations and Resolutions that
involve the submission of various types of information from the Contracting Parties, such as the lists of vessels,
compliance reports, etc. The Compliance Department compiles and distributes a large volume of information.
The Department’s main tasks include the preparation of the compliance tables, implementation of the Regional
Observers Programme for transhipment, for bluefin tuna and, starting in 2014, for the tropical species, maintain
the lists of vessels, maintain the information on vessel chartering agreements, bluefin tuna farming reports, data
and validation of the ICCAT Statistical Document Programs and the Bluefin Tuna Catch Documentation
Program, compendium of the management regulations, requests for Cooperating Status, requests for observer
status, Annual Reports, and queries regarding compliance. The Executive Secretary supervises the department,
which is comprised of Mrs. Carmen Ochoa and Ms. Jenny Cheatle, Compliance Coordinators, and Ms. Aldana
Vieito, data entry clerk.

Department of Translation and Publications

The Department of Translation and Publications carries out tasks related to the compilation, adoption, translation
and publication of circulars, reports, and scientific documents, ASFA and FIRMS entries, in the three official
languages of the Commission, the coordination of peer reviews of scientific documents, and publications in
electronic format and correspondence. The Assistant Executive Secretary coordinates the department which is
comprised of Mrs. Philomena Seidita, Technical Officer and translator, and Ms. Rebecca Campoy, Mrs.
Christine Peyre, Ms. Dorothée Pinet, Mrs. Maria Isabel de Andrés and Mrs. Maria José Garcia-Orad, translators.
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Department of Finance and Administration

This Department carries out all the administrative and financial tasks of the Secretariat. The main tasks of the
Department include the preparation and control of the budget, bookkeeping, preparation of the administrative
and financial reports, ICCAT meetings, special funds, human resources at the Secretariat, purchases, travel,
reception, filing, management of information on contracts, the inventory of the library and publications,
photocopies, scanning and post. The Department is comprised of eight staff members: Mr. Juan Antonio
Moreno, Department Head, who coordinates all the tasks related to the Department, Ms. Felicidad Garcia, Mr.
Cristobal Garcia, Ms. Africa Martin, Ms. Ana Martinez, Mr. Juan Angel Moreno, Ms. Esther Pefia and Ms.
Gisela Porto.

10. Other matters
10.1 ICCAT Secretariat headquarters

Thanks to the facilities provided by the Spanish Authorities, the Secretariat has carried out some reforms to the
additional space provided within the current headquarters offices. The headquarters occupies two floors which
enables carrying out the activities that are requested of the Secretariat. Thus, at the moment, the current office
space is sufficient for all the Secretariat tasks, including the area for the SCRS meetings. The efforts made by the
Spanish Authorities to provide the best facilities for the ICCAT Secretariat are greatly appreciated.

10.2 Management of other programs

It is noted that the Financial Report (STF-202/2013) contains detailed information on the financing of these
programs.

Since 2005, the United States has contributed to the Special Data Fund established in accordance with the
Resolution by ICCAT on Improvements in Data Collection and Quality Assurance [Rec. 03-21], to assist
scientists from developing countries to participate in the meetings of the Scientific Committee.

In 2006, the United States provided funds to establish a fund for the prohibition of driftnets, and thereby
contributing to compliance of the Recommendation by ICCAT Relating to Mediterranean Swordfish [Rec. 03-
04].

In June 2006, a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between ICCAT and the Spanish Institute of
Oceanography (IEO) regarding issues of common interest in research. The three-year contract is aimed at
furthering the study on the biology, fishing and sustainable exploitation of species under ICCAT mandate by
means of electronic tagging. At the end of this period, there is still a balance which amounts to €493.54 in the
Fund.

In April 2013, the contract was extended with the MRAG/CapFish Consortium for the ICCAT Regional
Observers Program, in accordance with the ICCAT Recommendation Establishing a Program for Transhipment
by Large-scale Longline Fishing Vessels [Rec. 06-11]. This program was financed in 2013 by voluntary
contributions from the Belize, People’s Republic of China, Korea, Japan, Philippines and Chinese Taipei; the
Program continues to be managed by the Secretariat.

In order to implement the provisions of the Recommendation Amending the Recommendation by ICCAT to
Establish a Multiannual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 08-
05], the Regional Observers Program was initiated in 2009. To this end, in April 2013, the contract with
MRAG/COFREPECHE Consortium was extended in order to carry out the hiring and assigning of observers.
During this period 87 vessels, bluefin tuna farming facilities and traps have participated. The operators of these
finance the Program.

Since 2008, the United States makes has made numerous contributions towards the U.S. Fund for Capacity
Building for developing countries.

At its 16™ Special Meeting (Marrakech, Morocco, 17-24 November 2008), the Commission endorsed a five-year
coordinated Atlantic-wide bluefin tuna research program for bluefin tuna (GBYP-ICCAT). Currently, the
Program is in its fourth phase and has a budget of €2,500,000.00. The European Union financed 80.00% of this
amount and the remainder is financed through voluntary contributions from Canada, Croatia, Japan, Morocco,
Norway, United States, Turkey and Chinese Taipei.

8
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The “ICCAT-Japan Project for the Improvement of Data and Management of Tuna Fisheries (JDMIP)”, is a
continuation of the previous programme that was created in 2004 and finalized in 2009. This five-year
programme has a budget of €1,549,384.00 and is managed in the same way as the previous Project.

In 2011, an Albacore Research Program was established, after receiving a voluntary contribution of €20,000.00
from Chinese Taipei.

In May 2013, the Secretariat received a contribution of €7,640.00 from the People’s Republic of China for the
continuation of the activities of the Special Data Fund-China.

In December 2011, a one-year contract was signed with the European Union to continue the capacity building of
developing countries, which includes the activities of the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Establishment of a
Meeting Participation Fund for Developing ICCAT Contracting Parties [Rec. 11-26], and for which a voluntary
contribution of €72,000.00 was received.

Since December 2011, the Secretariat has received voluntary contributions to the eBCD Program from Albania
(€828.29), Algeria (€3,547.33), People’s Republic of China (€942.04), Croatia (€9,633.34), European Union
(€72,000.00), France-St. Pierre & Miquelon (€102.48), Korea (€1,986.31), Morocco (€35,000.00), Norway
(€763.99), United States (€37,500.00), Turkey (€13,729.45) and Chinese Taipei (€1,018.39).

After the adoption of the Recommendation by ICCAT on the Establishment of a Meeting Participation Fund for
Developing ICCAT Contracting Parties [Rec. 11-26] in 2011, the Secretariat, in addition to the allocation of
€150,000.00 in 2013 from the Working Capital Fund, received voluntary contributions from Morocco
(€10,000.00) and the transfer of funds from the European Union Capacity Building Fund (€15,359.74), to cover
activities related to Rec. 11-26.

In 2013, the Morocco Fund to support national capacity for participation at Commission meetings was created.
For this purpose, Morocco sent a voluntary contribution amounting to €80,000.00.

Also in 2013, and for purposes of implementing the provisions of the Recommendation by ICCAT on a Multi-
Annual Conservation and Management Program for Bigeye and Yellowfin Tunas [Rec.11-01], the Secretariat
signed a contract with COFREPECHE to carry out the Tropical Tunas Regional Observers Program. Up to now,
funds for this purpose have been received from Belize (€20,000.00), Cape Verde (€10,000.00), Curagao
(€15,000.00), Ghana (€54,947.50), Guatemala (€5,000.00), Panama (€10,000.00), and European Union
(€65,000.00).

10.3 Audit of accounts

In 2012, the five-year period during which the firm BDO Auditores, S.L. was in charge of auditing ICCAT
accounts ended. The Secretariat conducted a limited consultation of eight auditing firms for the selection of the
auditor for the next five years. A letter was sent together with the necessary information to request a service
proposal to audit the Commission accounts from 2013 to 2017.

Of the eight firms consulted, five submitted a proposal within the timeframe established. Once these offers were
reviewed and assessed, one firm was rejected for not providing details on the work methodology. Taking into
account the technical references and the financial proposals received, the classification of the three firms is given
below (detailed information is available at the Secretariat).

1. Grant Thornton International
2. Crowe Horwath
3. Laes Nexia

Following the proposal by the STACFAD Chair to the Commission that the final election by made by the
Secretariat, the selected firm was Grant Thornton, S.L.P.

10.4 Revision of the ICCAT Staff Regulations and Rules

In 2012, the Secretariat informed the Commission that since the Staff Regulations and Rules dated back almost
30 years, it was convenient to update these in order to adapt them to the changes that have occurred in recent
years. For this reason, the Commission is requested to authorize the Secretariat to prepare text in 2014 to update
those Articles that are outdated, for submission to the meeting in 2014.
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Appendix 1

MEETINGS AT WHICH ICCAT WAS REPRESENTED
FROM NOVEMBER 2012 TO OCTOBER 2013

SUMMARY

This document provides basic information on the meetings of a scientific and administrative
nature at which ICCAT was represented by members of the Secretariat staff or my other persons
on behalf of its behalf. The basic information on each meeting includes the major points of the
agenda as well as the major implications for ICCAT.

EXPERT WORKSHOP ON THE ASSESSMENT OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF RECREATIONAL FISHING — THE
CARIBBEAN, A BEGINNING

Venue: Santa Marta (Colombia) (within the framework of the 65th Annual Meeting of the Gulf and Caribbean
Fisheries Institute)

Date: November 4, 2012
Representative: Freddy Arocha (ICCAT)

Major agenda items: The main objective of the Expert Workshop was to review the draft Manual in order to
assess the socio-economic impact of recreational fishing in the Wider Caribbean, the application of economic
multipliers to be used in the assessment and the selection of countries wishing to test the Manual on a voluntary
basis.

Comments: The group of experts heard two presentations by the Manual’s authors, in which detailed information
and clarifications of several of its aspects were given. Initially it was agreed that the Manual is a tool that would
enable assessment of the level of expenditure and the economic impact associated with the recreational fisheries
in the Wider Caribbean. This is because the information contained in the Manual would help improve
understanding of the economic impact of recreational fishing in the nations that implement it. This would also
contribute to the management mechanisms from a conservation and economic policy perspective. However,
there was some concern regarding the difficulty of accurately estimating the economic multipliers in some
countries of the region, which are essential in estimating the overall economic impact of recreational fishing in a
country. In order to obtain accurate and reliable economic multipliers, it was recommended that they be
estimated for each country or groups of countries with a similar economy. This point is of paramount importance
because the results of an assessment of this type could give rise to expectations which may result in conflicts
between fisheries, and the consequent deterioration in the statistical data required by ICCAT to manage the
stocks under its mandate. The Group reviewed the Manual and concluded that it was necessary to incorporate
socio-economic indicators in addition to economic ones, which should be included into the final version which is
to be tested shortly.

It was agreed that given the diversity of the countries in the Wider Caribbean, it would be advisable to translate
the Manual into the three official languages of ICCAT, since they are widely used in the area. As a result, it was
possible to accommodate the voluntary request by three countries to test the Manual next year, including
Colombia, the Netherlands Antilles (Bonaire) and Trinidad and Tobago.

The Group was informed of the World Bank initiative to support GEF Projects involving “Ocean Partnerships
for Sustainable Fisheries and Biodiversity Conservation - Models for Innovation and Reform”. Under the
programme Areas Beyond National Boundaries (ABNJ fisheries), the istiophoridae in the Wider Caribbean
could be eligible to participate in a pilot project. This is because many of the characteristics satisfy a large
number of criteria such as that of straddling stocks, concern about sustainability, public and private sector
interest, high biodiversity in the region, value of the fishery, food security, among many others. The Group
decided to participate in drafting a Pilot Project on the “Introduction of billfish management and conservation in
the Western Central Atlantic Region” under the World Bank/GEF Programme “Ocean Partnerships for
Sustainable Fisheries and Biodiversity Conservation - Models for Innovation and Reform”, under the guidance
of the COPACO Secretariat.

10
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In relation to ICCAT, the following should be noted:

» None of the regional organisations in the Wider Caribbean have regional fishery management functions
for large pelagics. In addition, any eventual recommendations by the few organisations that exist at sub-
regional level are not binding on neighbouring countries. However, a large number of the countries in the
region are members of ICCAT, which makes ICCAT the RFMO of reference for the region. Therefore,
ICCAT should consider playing a more active role in the meetings of the different working groups within
COPACO dealing with large pelagics.

* ICCAT’s participation as the Istiophoridea Rapporteur of the SCRS in the first two Workshops in 2013
for the drafting of the “Istiophoridea Management and Conservation Plan for the Wider Caribbean
Region”.

* ICCAT’s participation as Small Tunas Rapporteur of the SCRS in an potential dolphinfish (Coryphaena
sp.) conservation and management plan in the Wider Caribbean Region.

Report availability: ftp:/ftp.fao.org/FI/news/recfish_ws/adopted conclusions.pdf

FOURTH FAO EXPERT ADVISORY PANEL FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF PROPOSALS TO AMEND APPENDICES |
AND Il OF CITES CONCERNING COMMERCIALLY-EXPLOITED AQUATIC SPECIES

Venue: FAO Headquarters, Rome, Italy
Dates: December 3 to 8, 2012
Representative: Paul de Bruyn (ICCAT Secretariat)

Major agenda items: The 2012 Expert Advisory Panel considered proposals submitted to the 16th Conference of
the Parties to CITES. Seven proposals related to the following 10 commercially-exploited aquatic species or
species groups have been submitted this year:

* Nine shark species or species groups were proposed for inclusion in Appendix II (Sphyrna lewini, S.
mokarram, S. zygaena, Carcharhinus longimanus, Lamna nasus, Manta spp., Paratrygon ajereba aiereb,
Potamotrygon motoro and P. schroederi).

» Freshwater sawfish (Pristis microdon) was proposed to be transferred from Appendix II to Appendix 1.

Comments: The meeting was initiated with the presentation of the proposals by the various proponents.
Following each presentation, the panel was provided with the opportunity to question the proponents on matters
related to the documents (clarifications, additional information etc.). Following each question session, the panel
met in plenary to discuss the proposals. On two occasions further information was obtained by contacting
external sources or experts. Once all the proposals had been presented, the expert panel split into subgroups and
were assigned between 2 to 3 species each to provide comment and review. The subgroups were then scheduled
to meet in plenary during the final two days to review the individual species reports and develop a final list of
expert panel recommendations.

Report availability: http://www.fao.org/docrep/017/ap999¢/ap999e.pdf

SUSTAINABLE FISHERY AGREEMENTS: STRATEGIES FOR ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE

Venue: Maui, Hawaii, United States

Dates: January 15 to 18, 2013

Comments: This conference was attended by several representatives of different tuna RFMOs and several
experts conversant with the issues of tuna management and conservations around the world. The diversity of

participants (ONGs, professionals and international institutions) enabled this conference to address issues
concerned with strengthening compliance with the multiple management measures in place.

11



ICCAT REPORT 2012-2013 (Il)

The conference provided an opportunity for the participants to engage in debate and discussion in a collaborative
and neutral venue on the issues of compliance and enforcement” in the context of rights-based management in
multi-lateral tuna fisheries. The participants took part in their personal capacity. Mr. Driss Meski also
participated in this conference in a personal capacity.

Report availability:
http://iss-foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/downloads/2013/03/maui_conference report 030313.pdf

FIRMS - 8TH MEETING OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE

Venue: Roma (Italy) (FAO headquarters)
Dates: February 4-5 and 8, 2013
Representative: Pilar Pallarés (ICCAT Secretariat)

Major agenda items: The main objective of the Steering Committee (SC) is to review the activities carried out
since the previous meeting, to define objectives and to develop the corresponding work plan.

Comments: In reviewing the activities carried out, special attention was given to the module on fisheries and the
development of thematic pages. The tuna thematic page is the first to have been developed and is currently
operative in a near-final version. ICCAT has actively participated in its development, reviewing contents and
making proposals. ICCAT will continue this collaboration and coordination work with the other tuna RFMOs,
members of FIRMS, for drafting joint proposals. Other thematic pages are being developed on demersal
resources and on science and management in the North Sea.

In addition, the Annexes containing the contributions from the member organisations of FIRMS were reviewed,
and FIRMS’ dissemination policy as well as the incorporation of new members was discussed. In this respect, a
standard protocol was designed to involve countries through the regional fishing bodies (RFB).

The Committee also reviewed the progress in the development of qualitative indicators on the quality of
assessments, including levels of uncertainty. ICCAT has participated in the review of the lists of models and
assessment methods of ICCAT stocks prepared by the FIRMS secretariat. In this respect, ICCAT proposed that
this work be included in the Management Strategies Evaluation (MSE) work which is being carried out in
parallel in different organisations. ICCAT and ICES could lead this process within the framework of the ICES’
Strategic Initiative for Stock Assessment Methods (SISAM) in which ICCAT participates.

In the context of the discussion on the inclusion of socio-economic data, different proposals based on fleets or
areas were presented in support of the process to incorporate this type of data in FIRMS.

Report availability: ftp://ftp.fao.org/fi/DOCUMENT/FIGIS_FIRMS/2013/report.pdf

COORDINATING WORKING PARTY ON FISHERY STATISTICS (CWP) - 24™ SESSION

Venue: Rome (Italy) (FAO headquarters)
Dates: February 7-8, 2013
Representative: Pilar Pallarés (ICCAT Secretariat)

Substantive agenda items: This session was held in conjunction with the Aquaculture Group meeting and
Fishery Group meeting. The main objective of the session was to review the inter-sessional work conducted by
both groups, to identify objectives and to define the corresponding work plans.

2 this report, “compliance” is understood to mean the application of, and adherence to, agreed measures by RFMO Members and
Cooperating Non-Members, as well as individuals and vessels under the jurisdiction of those Members. “Enforcement” is understood to
encompass a set of tools to monitor the implementation of agreed measures and to encourage and promote compliance, and can include
specific actions and penalties applied as a consequence of non-compliance.
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Comments: ICCAT participated in particular in the Fishery Group meeting. The Fishery Group particularly
focused its discussions on the final review of the fishery-related components of the CWP Handbook which had
been reviewed and updated inter-sessionally by the Group. In the review, the Group paid special attention to the
new sections developed during the inter-sessional period, including sections on: data confidentiality, the need for
data for stock monitoring and assessment purposes, and fisheries statistics for the ecosystem approach. The
socio-economic statistics section was largely reorganized, which still requires additional work.

The Group also discussed and adopted the revised standards and classifications, including the modification of
CWP’s International Standard Statistical Classification of Fishing Gear (ISSCFG).

The Group agreed to restrict the main part of the Handbook to the description of established standards and
classifications, adopted by the CWP or by other international mechanisms in a broader context. It was also
agreed to establish a separate section for background material including references, case studies and preparatory
documents which may assist in the development of new global standards.

The Fishery Group meeting also reviewed the new developments in data exchange protocols for information
transmitted by vessels and other operative fishery information, various tools for supporting data sharing, data
registries and dissemination of statistics.

Report availability: http://www.fao.org/fishery/cwp/meetings/es

16™ CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED
SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA (CITES)

Location: Bangkok, Thailand
Dates: March 3 to 14, 2013
Representative: Driss Meski (ICCAT Secretariat)

Comments: Within the framework of cooperation between ICCAT and the international organisations, Mr. Driss
MESKI, at the invitation of the CITES Secretariat, participated from 7 to 14 March 2013 in the 16th Conference
of the Parties to the CITES whose work took place in Bangkok from 3 to 14 March.

This mission enabled discussion with CITES regarding the prospects of cooperation between the two
organisations as described by the “guidelines” approved by ICCAT at its meeting held in Paris in 2010. This
document has also been reviewed by the CITES Standing Committee and no objection has been raised.

In addition, in accordance with the discussions on eastern bluefin tuna at the CITES meeting held in Doha in
2010 and the commitments undertaken by ICCAT in Paris in 2010, the Secretariat transmitted a note from the
ICCAT Chair to CITES regarding the new situation of eastern bluefin tuna and the efforts deployed by ICCAT
in terms of implementation of conservation and management measures. This note was circulated by the CITES
Secretariat to the participants of the 2013 meeting as an informative document.

According to the discussions, the cooperative relationship between ICCAT and CITES has been well received by
the Contracting Parties.

Regarding the issues directly linked to ICCAT concerns, it should be noted that the meeting was marked by the
adoption of resolutions by Committees I and II and in plenary on one hand on introduction from the sea and on
the other those concerned with three shark species.

In relation to the resolution on introduction from the sea, it has culminated the efforts undertaken over the course
of a whole series of workshops organised by CITES since the early 2000s. It was also adopted by Committee 11
in plenary by a majority of more than 2/3 as required by CITIES procedures.

In terms of sharks, the debate in Committee I was very lively. It concerned three draft resolutions which had
been introduced by numerous delegations calling for the inclusion of three shark species in Annex II of the
CITES. The first resolution is concerned with the oceanic shark, the second with the hammerhead shark and the
third with the porbeagle shark. It was noted that during the debate which lasted an entire day, several delegations
highlighted the importance of actions taken by ICCAT in terms of management of sharks in the Atlantic.
However, the majority of views expressed considered that these measures were insufficient and that they should
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be supplemented by commercial measures taken by CITES. Given that no consensus was reached on the
proposals presented a vote by secret ballot was held, as requested by some Parties. The vote took place within
Committee I which adopted the three resolutions by the required majority of more than 2/3. At the plenary, some
Parties that opposed the three resolutions expressed their wish to reopen the debate on those dealing with the
oceanic shark and the hammerhead shark. This wish was put to the vote and reopening the discussions of these
resolutions was rejected by the majority of more than 2/3. Consequently, all the resolutions on the inclusion of
the oceanic, hammerhead and porbeagle shark in Annex II of the CITES were adopted and will enter into force
18 months after the adoption of the decision.

Report availability: http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/16/

ISSF HARVEST CONTROL RULE MEETING

Location: San Diego, California, USA
Dates: March 6-8,2013
Representative: Laurence Kell (ICCAT Secretariat)

Substantive agenda items: The meeting was attended by representatives of the 5 Tuna RFMOs. Management
strategies include monitoring, stock assessment, harvest control rules, reference points and management actions.
The International Seafood Sustainability Foundation convened a workshop to review the current status of the
adoption of these elements into the decision-making process by five Tuna RFMOs and to make
recommendations for harmonizing and facilitating the process among RFMOs. Of the five RFMOs, CCSBT has
formally adopted a management strategy (management procedure) for decision-making. The other four RFMOs
are making substantial progress to identify and test key elements of management strategies, such as reference
points (limit and target) and harvest control rules.

Comments: Current work being conducted by the SCRS and the GBYP to develop management plans using
management strategy evaluation was presented.

Report availability: https://www.iattc.org/Meetings/Meetings2013/MaySAC/Pdfs/ISSF-2013