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FOREWORD

The Chairman of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas presents his compliments to
the Contracting Parties of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (signed in Rio de
Janeiro, May 14, 1966), as well as to the Delegates and Advisers that represent said Contracting Parties, and has the
honor to transmit to them the ""Report for the Biennial Period, 1994-95, Part Il (1995)", which describes the
activities of the Commission during the second half of said biennial period.

This issue of the Biennial Report contains the reports of the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Commission, held in
Madrid, in November, 1995, and the reports of all the meetings of the Panels, Standing Committees and Sub-
Committees, as well as some of the Working Groups. It also includes a summary of the activities of the Secretariat
and a series of National Reports of the Contracting Parties of the Commission, relative to their activities in tuna and
tuna-like fisheries in the Convention Area.

Given that the combined length of these reports is too great for them to be included in one volume, the Report for
1995 has been published in two volumes. Volume 1 includes the Reports of the Secretariat on its activities, the
Proceedings of the Commission Meetings and the reports of all the associated meetings, with the exception of the
Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS). Volume 2 contains the Report of the Standing
Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS) and its appendices, as well as the National Reports mentioned above.

This Report has been prepared, approved and distributed in accordance with Article 111, paragraph 9, and Article 1V,
paragraph 2-d, of the Convention, and Rule 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Commission. The Report is available
in the three official languages of the Commission: English, French and Spanish.

R. Conde de Saro
Commission Chairman
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ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT

SECRETARIAT REPORTS

1995 ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT
(COM/95/9)

1. Contracting Porties of the Commassion

The Legal Department of FAQ informed the Commission that, on November 10, 1995, an instrument of adherence
to the ICCAT Convention had been deposited by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Treland, and also in
respect of Anguilla, Bermuda, aod Turkos and Cricos Istands. The FAQ alse informed the Commission that, on November
27, 1995, an instrument of adherence to the Convention had been deposited by Libya. {onsequently, as of December 31,
1995, the Commission is comprised of 23 Contracting Parties: Anpola, Brazil, Canada, Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire,
Equatorial Guinea, France, Gabon, Ghans, Republic of Guinea, Japan, Republic of Korea, Libya, Morocco, Portupeal,
Russiz, Sao Tomé & Principe, South Africa, Spain, United Kingdom, United States, Urugunay, and Yenezuelu,

2. Bodies of the Commission

Up to 17, 1995, the Commission officers were as follows:

Chairman: A, Ribeiro Lima {Portugal)
First Vice-Chairman.: K. Skima:(Japan}

Secand Viee-Chairman. L. G. Pambo (Gaehon)

e

Since November 17, 1995, the Commission officers ara as follows:

- Chainman: R. Conde de Saro (Spain)
First Vice-Chairman: 1. Haché {Canada)
Second Viea-Chatiman: .. Rofhi {Cote d'Ivoirs)

The current Panel membership is as follaws: : S e

Panel Conrraciing Parties S Chairman

1 Angola, Brazil, Canuda, Cape Verde, Cate d'Tvaire, Cote d'Iveire
France, GGhaou, Gubon, Jzpan, Republic of Korea,
Moroceo, Portugal, Russia, Sao Tomé & Principe,
Spain, United Kingdom, United States, Venezuela

2 Cﬂ.ﬂa#ﬂ., France, Fapan, Republic of Koresa, Morocco, Moroceo
Portugol; Spain, United Kingdom, United Sates :

3 Japan, South Africa, Spain, United States ' : - : United Stalos
4 Angola, Brazil, Canads, France, Japan, Republic of Japan
Korea, Portugal, Spain, United Kingdom, United States,
Venezuela B C

" The Administrative Repon presentad st the 1985 Commission Meeling was updated to December 31, 1095,
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Other bedies of the Commission are as follows:

%) Standing Committes on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) ~"*¢ ~ 7 77T T T
Chairman: A. Ribeiro Lima (Portugal)

b) Stunding Committes on Research and Statistics (SCRS)
Chairman: Z. Suzuki (Japan)

b,1 Sub-Committes on Statistics - Convener: S. Turner (United Smtés)
h.2 Subh-Committes on Environment - Convenar: }. Pereira {Portugal)
b.3 Sub-Committec on By-catches - Convener: G. Scott (United States)

e} Cnnsan'atinn and Management Measures Compliance Committee - Chairman: P. Peronne (France).

d) Permanent Wnrk:ng Group for the Improvemenr. of ICCAT Statlsncs end Cuusewatlon Maasures - Chmrma.n
B. & Hal]mnn {United Smtes]

3. Ratilication or acceptance of the Paris le'otogo{ to the ICCAT 'Com"é_pﬁon‘ '

In accordance with its Article TII, the Protocol signéd in Paris in July, 1984, shall enter into force upan deposit
with the Director-Genseral of FAO instruments of approval, mafification or acceptance of all the Contracting Parties to the
Conventtan, The date of entry into farce will be thirtieth day following the deposit of the last instrument. |

The Lege! Department of FAO informed the Commission that it had received, on Novembper 10, 1995, an
instrument of acceptance of the Paris Protocol from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Thus,
of the 23 countries that are currently Contracting Parties to ICCAT, 20 countries have ratified or accepted the
afosementioned Protocol. Cuba and Senegal, which are no lnnger Contracting Parties, had also accepted the Protocol
earlier. Consequently, for the Paris Protocol to enter into effect, the ratification or acceptance by the governments of three
Confracting Parties is still pending (Gabon, Libye and Morocea). On December 6, 1994, the Govemnment of Gabon
transmitted to the Secratariat a copy of the Decree No. 144 1/PR/MAECF to ratify the Paris Protocol, and announced that
the eppropriate instrument would be dsposited shortly with the Director General of FAO.

In November, 1995, the Commission adopted a new Resolotion requestmg the Commission Charman to carry out
personal demarches to the competent anthorities of those countries that had rot yet deposited an instrument of acceptancs
or ratification of the Paris Protocol,

4. Ratification or acceptance of the Madrid Protocol to the ICCA'I;.CDHY_EE;hﬁbﬁ

' On June 5, 1993, upon completion of one year sinee the adoption of the Protocol to amend Article X, puragraph
2, of the Conventior, the Chairman of ICCAT wrote to the Hesds of Delepations of the Contracting Parties and expressed
his concern that up to that date, none of the Contracting Parties classifted as developed countries with 4 market economy
(i.e., Group A: Canads, France, Jupan, Portugal, South Africa, Spain, and the United States of Armerics) had deposited
with the Director General of FAQ an instrument of ratification, appmval or acceptance, On the other hand, and on a
positive note, the Commission Chairman informed that none of the remaining Contracting Parties had re.quasted during
the six-month period established, {which ended on January 8, 1993) the suspension of the enicy into force of said Protocal.

In November, 1993, the Commission adopted 2 Resclution recommending that the Contracting Parties which had
not yet accepted or ratified the Madrid Pratocol do so as soon as possible so that the Protocol wouild enter into foree in
the near future, On February 1, 1995, the ICCAT Chairman reiterated in his letter to the high authontles of the
Contracting Parfies the urgency of proceeding with the deposit of the necessary diplomatic instruments prior to August
10, 1995, 5o as to be able to apply the new contribution scheme to Lhe 1996- 1997 budget thergby cumc:dmg with the 25th
anniversury of ICCAT.

On April 21, 1995, the Legal Department of FAQ notified ICCAT that it had received, on April 13, 1983, an
instrumesit of acceptance of the Madrid Protecol from the Republic of Guinea.

On December 13, 1995, the Legal Department of FAQ informed 1CCAT that at an instrument of ratification 10
the Madrd Protocol had been deposited by the Portugal on November 29, 1993.
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Up to now, the following countries have ratified or accepted the Protocol:

Republic of Korea Acceptence on June 11, 1993
Canada Ratification on-September 22, 1593
Republic of Scuth Africa Acceptance on Qctober 4, 1993
Spain Ratification on February 14, 1994
United States Ratificetion on August 3¢, 1994
Russian Federation Acreptance on September 14, 1994
Republic of Guinea Acceptaace, April 13, 1995
Partugal : : Rutification, Novem'ber 20, 1995

On Qetober 31, 1993, the Delegate of Uruguay transmitted to the Secretariat & copy of a note of acceplunce of the
Madnd Protacol sent by the Uruguayan authorities to the Direclor General of FAQ. However, as of December 31, 1995,
the Secretariat hed not received the official notification of this acceptance.

5. ICCAT Regulntions

On Aprl 3, 1995, the Secretariat transmitted, to the Contracting Parties, non-Contracting Parties that have an’
Atlantic coast or that fish tunas in the Convention Area, and intergovermmental organizations concerned with fishery
matters, the texts of the foliowing Recommendations and Resolutions that were adoptad at the Ninth Special Meeting ot
the Commission (Madrid, November 28-December 2, 1954);

A. Recommendations

--  Recommendation by ICCAT for the Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Eastern Atlaatic Ocedn and-
Mediterranean Seu

— Recommendation by ICCAT for (be Management of Bluefin Tuna Fishing in the Western Atlantic Ocean

-- Recommendation by ITCCAT on the Limitation of Catches of Southern Alkacore

-- Recommendation by ICCAT for the Manapement of Atlaatic Swordfish

Since no ohjections were roceived, these Recommendations entered into force on October 2, 1995, and notification
was duly transmitted to all the countries and organizations indicated above, :

B. Resolutions

— Resolution by ICCAT on Large-scale Pelagic Drifinet Fishing

— Resolution by ICCAT Concerning an Aclion Plan to Ensure Effechveuess of the Conservation Program fur
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna

== Resclution by ICCAT on Interpretation and Application of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document
Program (including Appendix)

-~ Resolution hy ICCAT Concerning the Effective Implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document Program {including Addendum)

-~ Resolution by ICCAT on Coordinaticn with Non-Contracting Partics

— Resolution by ICCAT on Fishing in tbe Mediterranean During Spawning Moaths

— Resolution by TCCAT Regarding the Agreement to Promote Compliance with International Conservation and
Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas

— Resolution by ICCAT on Compliance with the ICCAT Conservation and Management Mesasures (iucluding
Addendim)

— Resolution by ICCAT on Vessel Monitoring

As an indication of the importance of all these Resolutions, particular mention is made of parapgraph (f) of the -
"Resolution by ICCAT Conceming an Action Plan to Ensure Effectiveness of the Conservation Program for Atlantic
Bluefin Tuna", according to which the Commission will recommend "the Contracting Parties to take non-discriminasory
ireude restrictive measures, consisient with their international obligations ... " with respect to those non-Contracting Parties
whose vessels might have been fishing Atlantic bluefin tuna in & manner that is dstrimental to the effectiveness of the
pertinent recommendations of the Commission in mutters of conservation,
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In Document COM/95/26, the Secrotarial proscated updated information om, the regulation schemes,in effect for
the five species that are regulated by ICCAT (bluefin tuns, yellowfin tuna, b:gﬁ:ye tuna, swordfish, and albacora}, with
an indication of the historical develupment of their application by the Contracting Parties, in accordance with the official
notifications rwawed Also included in the aforementioned decument are a series of associated Resolutions adopted by
the Con:umssmu in 1993 and 1994, taking into account the importance of the application of those Recommendations.

6. Port Inspection

_In D-::cmne.nt COM/95/27, the Secretariat presented updated information oo the ICCAT Pnrt I[nspection Scheme,
adopted by ‘the Comoission at its Ficst Special Meeting (Madrid, 1578), and has been in cffect since 1983, including &
list of duly authorized Inspectors and Correspondents. :

On April 6, 1965, the Republic of Venezuels informed the Secretariat of its decision to accept the Port Inspection
Scheme, in accordance with a Resolution published in the Official Gazette No. 290.585 of March 23, 1995,

In 1995, the Secretariat has receivad reports concerning the application of this Scheme by the member counties
that have accepted it (Brazil, France, Gabon, Céte d'Ivoire, Pnrtuga] South Afnica, Sp.ﬂn, United States, Sao Tome &
Pnnmpe and Venezuela), -y

7. Meetings organized hy [CCAT . L e

In accordance with Commission decisions, the Secretariat organized the following meetings of a scientific-technical
nature in 1995; details on these meetings are provided in the Report on Statistics and Coordination of Research (COM-
SCRS/93/12):

- Bluefin Year Program Planning Mesting (BYP) (Genoa, Italy - March 13 and 14, 1993)

-~ Meeting of the ICCAT Working Group on Vessel Monitoring (Seattle, Washington, U.8, A, - May 17 and 15,
1995)

— Second Mezting of the Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Grcmp an Stocks of Large Pelagie Fishes int the
Mediterranean Sea. Mediterranean Sword{ish Data Preparatory Meeting (Ban, Italy - Septe.mbe.r 13 through
19, 1995) o

- Symposium Orgunizational Meeting (Bari, [taly - September 20 a.nd '5'1 1995)

- Meetings of the ICCAT Species Groups & SCRS Plenary Sessions

At its Ninth Special Meeting (Madrid, November-December 1994), the Commission decided to bold the 1995
SCRS Plenary Sessions ane month prior to its Fourteenth Regular Meetiog, in order to have sufficient time to evalnate
the recommendations and proposals of the scientific committee. :

“The Spééi.eé Groups met at the places and dates indicated below, and 'presunled the corrcspanding reporls to the
SCRS: o L

— Tropical Species Group (Madrid, Spain - October 2 through 6, 1993)

—  Swordfish Species Group (Madrid, Spain - October 4 through 6, 1555)

—  All ather Species Groups (Madrd, Spain - October 4 through 6, 1993}

-~ Plenary Sessions of the SCRS (Madrid, Spain - Qctober 9 through 13, 1995}

8 Meetmgs at which ICCAT was represenied _ L .
-  FAO Experr Consualtation on the Interaction af Tuna Fisheries in the Pacific (S?rimrzu .Iapan January |
2331, 1995) .

aer g
Dr. P. M. Miyake, ICCAT Assistant Executiva Sacretary, participated in the meating, at the mvuatmn uf FAD
(see Documents COM-SCRS/95/12 and SCRS/95/32 for details).
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— 215t Sessions of the FAQ Committee on Fisheries (Rome, Naly - March 14-15, 195)

The FAQ Committee on Fisheries (COFI) beld & technical sessien on March 10 to 13, and a ministerial session
an March 14 and 15, 1993, The TCCAT Executive Secretary participated in the latter sessions, and also parlicipated in
the open working group sessions to review the Dreft Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing (Document COFI/95/2),
whose objective is to be able to present a final consensusl text to the 28th session of the FAO Confereace (October-
November, 1995). The Committee, at its technical session, discussed, among other matters, the eurrent situation and future
perspectives for world-wide fishing, and the finction of the orgamizations and repional fishing agreements in the
management of fisherias resources.

At its ministerial level meeting, the Cammittes adopted a Declaration entitled “The Rome Consensus on World
Fishing", which proposes a series of urgent measures to remedy the degradation of the resources and welcomed the calling
of the International Conference on the Sustsinable Contribution of Fishing to Food Security (Kyoto, Japaa - December,
1995).

The Committee agreed to meet again in Rome in the spring of 1997,
- Caqrdirzaﬁng Working Party on Atlantic Fishery Statistics (CWP) (Madrid, Spain - March 20-25, 1993}

The Coordinating Working Party held its 16th Session at the ICCAT headquarters in Madrid, at the invitation of
the Commission, The meeting was chaired by the ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary (see Documents COM-
SCRS/95/12 and COM-SCRS/95/23 for details).

-~ Unired Nations Conference an Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stacks (New York, U.8.A.
« March 27-April 12 and fuly 24-August 4, 1995}

At the indication of the Chairman of ICCAT, the Exacutive Secretary attended the Fifth and Sixth Sessions of this
Conference. During these sessions, the Chairmen of the Conference, Mr. Satya M. Nandan (Fiji}, presented various
negotiating texts, which aftec lengthy discussions, formed the besis of the consensual parapraphs, drafted in terms of a
binding, Final Agreement.

Document COM-SCRS/95/17 contuins 4 Note by the Secretariat on the development and results of these sessions.

~- 215t Session of the General Fisheries Council of the Mediterranean (GFCM) (Alicante, Spain - May 22-26,
- 1935)

The Exeontive Secrotary sttended this meeting, wilh the main objective of contacting the coastsl Mediterranean
countries that are not Contracting Parties to [CCAT. At the meeting, he presented a document prepared by the Secretariat
with 1 compendium of management Recommendations and related Resolutions that have been adopted by TCCAT for the
conservation of Affantic tunas and tuna-like species.

The GFCM decided, in its Resolution 95/1, to adopt in the Mediterranean Sea, starting on Tipe 1, 1995, the
management measures established by ICCAT for bluefin tuna, and to request that ICCAT consider at its next meeting the
extension of the measures prohibiting biuefin tuna fishing in the Mediterrmnenn duriag the spawning months of June snd
July to other fishing methods.

In its Resolation 95/2, the GFCM decided to establish 1% m as the minimum length fo._r vessels to apply, in the
Mediterranean Sea, the FAO Agreement with a view towards the compliance of intemnational con=ervation and management

measures by vessels fishing on hipgh seus,

GFCM Resolution 55/4 requests its Member States to establish a list of the fishing vessels that operate from
national ports in the Mediterranean and to send this to the GFCM Secretariat before October, 1985.

Document COM-SCRS/%35/24 presents more detailed information.
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-~ 55th Meeting of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC) {La Jolla, California, U.5.A, -
June 13-15, 1995)

Dr. A Fontepeau representad JCCAT at this meeting; his mrrcsp(jndmg rapnrt to the SCRS is presented in
Document SCRS/95/0. :

- ICES Study Group on Elasmobranches { Copenkage;z, Denmﬁrk - Auguslrl_.JS-]B, 1995}

Confirming prior conversations held in Rome in May, 1995, the Secretariat transmitted to the Secretary General
of ICES the decisions adopted by the Commission in November, 1994, fo reinforce the collaboration between hoth
organizations copcerning research on shark catches. The response from ICES was very positive and ICCAT was inyited
ta be represented at the meeting of the Study Group on Elssmobranch species (Copenhagen, Denmark - August 15 to 18,
1995}, and also to the ICES Annual Scientific Conference {(Aalborg, Denmark - September 21 to 29, 1995).

At the meeting of the Study Group on Elasmobranches, ICCAT was represented by Drs. H. Nekano and Y.
Uozurm {I apa.n} who reported to the SCRE on the meetinp {SCRS!QS f11).

Documeut COM SCRS(S‘SFZ'?‘ presents the correspondence mau:tamed between ﬂ:lﬁ ICES and ICCAT Secretariats
coneerning this matter. :

—  6th Expert Consuliation on Tunas in the Indian Ovean {Colombo, 5rl Lanka - Sepreh:ber 23-29, 1995)

Dr. A. Fontenean represented ICCAT at this meeting, which was organized by the Program on Development and
Management of Tunas in the Indo-Pacific (IPTF); his report was presented to the SCRS (SCRS/95/10).

%, Coordination of research and statistics

The Secretariat's Report (Document COM-SCRS/95/12) summarizes the activities during 1995 concerning
coordination of research and hiostatistical actvities, relative to tunas and tuna-like species in the Convention Area.
In March, 1995, the contract (signed in April, 1994) between the ICCAT Secrelarist and the Department of
Mathematics of the School of Sciences of the Autonemous University of Madrid was extended, for the purpose of
ohtaining statistical advice to review the samwpling scheme of the surface fisheries .qf the eastern tropical Atlantic, The
amount budgeted for this contract s 1,160,000 pesetas in 1995, The corresponding report is contningd in Document
SCRS/95/8.

1 - -

10. ICCAT rewards for tag recoveries .

The annual ITCCAT lottery to award prizes to participants in the ICCAT International Cooperative Tagging F'r-u'g-ram
of Tunas and Tuna-like Species was held at the Hotel Chamartin in Madrid, oo October @, 1995, coinciding with the SCRS
meoting. There were 656 tegs entered in this year's Iottery, a notable increase over the 205 taps entered last yzar. Three
US$.500 prizes were awarded for the drawing, corresponding to the following three groups:

- Tropical tunas (207 tags entered in the drawing)
— .. Temperate tunas {328 tags were entered)
— .Eilifishes (121 tags were entered)

"I'he prizes carresponded to fishermen from Cape Verde, Spain, and the United Statss, respectively.

11, Cooperation with other countries and organizations
Taking into account the increasing concern exprassed by the Cammission zhout the activities carried out by vessels

of nom-Contracting Parties, which undermine the effectivaness of the conservation and management measures adopted by
ICCAT, the Secretariat maintzined frequent contncts, mainly through correspondence, with non-member cotntsies involved

10
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in fishing for tunas and tuna-like species, requesting the submission of (nformation and statistical data on cetches and
fishing effort, transmitting to them information on the conservation measvres adopted by ICCAT, inviting these countriag
to participate in meetings organized by ICCAT, and informing them on the Commission’s activities end operation. Among
the couniries that have been coliaborating, at least partially, in the ohjectives of ICCAT are the following: Algera,
Argenting, Barbados, Croatis, Cuha, Cyprus, Dominican Eepublic, Greece, Ttaly, Maltn, Mexico, Namibia, St. Helena,
8¢, Lucia, Senegal, Taiwan, Tunisia, and Turkey.

In 1895, there was continuing interest from some non-member countries, such as Algeria, Arpentina, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Egypt, Grenada, Iceland, Italy, and Mexico, for detniled information on ICCAT's activities, with
o view to possible future membership as Centracting Parties of the Commission.

The exchange of information and the cooperation with the fishing authorities of Taiwan continues to be very
pusitive. In recogmition of the beneficial work carried out by the Commission, the Taiwan Deep Ses Tuna Fishery
Development Foundation made a USS 15,000 voluntary contribution to TCCAT in October, 1995,

Working relations were also reinforced with diverse intergovernmental orpanizations (FAQ, United Nations,
CITES, Europeen Commuonity, CFCM, IATTC, CARICOM, ICES, elc.), as were contacts and information with ather
non-governmenta} orgenizations and entities.

Thromghout the year, information relative to the following subjests was sent to the Governments of non-Cnntlra.cting
Parties that border on ar fish in the Convention Area, as well as to intergovernmental fishery arganizations:

+ - Recommendations and Resalution zdopted by ICCAT in November-December, 19594;
~ The need to submit statistics on tuns catches and fishing sffort (Task I and Task II); _
- Invitations to participate, as observers, in the scientific meetings organized by ICCAT in 1595;

.« - Participation in the [CCAT International Cocperative Tagging Program of Tunas and Tuna-like Species;
-- Information on by-catches of the tuna fisheries;
== Reminder of the closure of the Mediterranean to large lonpliners during the bluefin tuna spawning season;
— Expansion of the JCCAT Biluefin Year Program {BYP);
- JCCAT coordination with non-Contracting Parties; and

_ - U.N. Resolution 43/116 concerning unautharized fishing in nationa! jurisdictional waters,

Document COM/95/28 provides more defeils on the activities described nbove.

12, Publications

From January to December, 1993, the following publications were distributed by the Secretariat:

Publication No. of Pages No, of copies

- Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 24 207 475
— Data Record, Vol. 36 353 360
--  Report for Biennial Period, 1994-95, Part I (Vol. II) - English 30 _ - 450
=~ Report for Biennial Period, 1984-85, Part I (Vol. II) - Freach 310 200
— Report for Biennial Period, 1994-93, Part 1 (Vol. II) - Spanish 301 250
~ Report for Bicnnial Period, 1994-95, Part IT (Vol, IT) - English 283 450

. = Report for Biennial Period, 1954-65, Part I (Vol. II) -~ Freach 302 200

. — Report for Biennial Period, 1594-93, Part IL (Vol, LI} - Spanish 305 250
— - Collective Yolume of Scientific Papers, Vol. XLIV (1) 400 400
— Collective Volume of Scientific Papers, Vol. XLIV (2) 417 400
-~ Collective Volume of Scientific Papers, Vol. XLIV (3) 324 400

It is expectad that the Report of tha Final Maeting of the Albacore Research Program will be published in early
1996 in a special edition of the "Collective Volume of Scientific Papers™ (Vol. XLIH).

_— In. order to reduce cnsts,' all the above publications wers prepared, edited, and reproduced at the S'ecret_ariat, except
for the covers and the hinding.
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Far reasons of cconomy, the distribution of puhllcatlons is useally done by surface mail at reduc&:d rates. It is
caleulated that if distribution were by mrm.[ul the uverage cost would be tén times higher.

13. Change in the Commission Headquariers

On October 18, 1954, the Spanish authorities offered new headquarters for the ICCAT ‘Secretariat, located in
Madrid at Calle Estébanez Calderdn, nos. 3 and 5 (Sth floar), whlch is equipped with modern, functiona] facilities and
:s centrally loeated, . . o

The relocation to the new he.ndqliarlers took place at the end of 1994. A brief i:lei'iod of time was -ﬂ'ecessnry to gcf
the new offices fuily installed and yunning smoothly. As a result, there was some delay i in the nnrmal activities of the
Secretariat m the carly part of 1995 Lo

It should be pointed out that the move to the new offices was carried out ata \;'ery reduced cost, ‘since the mﬁviﬁg
expenses were assumed by the Government of Spain,

14. Renovation of the Secreiariat computer equipment

In accordance with the decisions adopted hyl the Commission in December, 1994, the Sacrémrigtfs computer
equipment hug been renovated s follows:

— The Secretariat’s main-frame computer (Digital Micro-VAX II) was traded in for a Digitni Alphia Server 1000
(44200 with its aperating system), which has six times more mamory and data processing speed,

—  Five new Fujitsu laser printers werz purchased (2 with additional memory), which have a printing speed that
is far superior to the old models; four partsble computers (Compnq 486 DX2); three for the language
departments and one to replace the Assistant Exscutive Secretary's cld model, External 15" color monitors
and expanded keyboards were glso purchased for these computers.

— The Secrelariat’s electronic mail sysiem has been changed substantially with the acqmsmon of two exiernal
modems and a program {(CHAMELEON) to connect to the Internet via telephone line. This new service
permits navigation on the Interriet’ system, the exchange of files with other remote users, and the use of
electronic mail. B . )

— A scanner was murchased and a basic program for the direct entry of graphics sent by the scientists.

-- A program-filter (OQPT-TECH-50RT) was purchased for data sorting.

- The word processing software (WORDPERFECT for WINDOWS) was purchased.

-- A word processing/spreadshest package (WORD + EXCEL for WINDOWS) was acquired.

The purchase of a CD-ROM Teader ig in process, for access to data on the environment, which are usually availahle
on this compitter support system.

Document COM-SCRS/95/12 provides more details on these acquisitions.

15, TCCAT’s 25TH ANNIVERSARY

In December, 1994, the Commission adopted the Proceedings of the First, Second and Third Plenary Sessions of
the Ninth Special Meeting of the Commission, the Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of
ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Meagures (PWG), the Report of the Infractions Commiitee, the Report of Panel 1
(Teopical Tunas), and all the Resolutions and Management Recommendations, as well as the 1995 Budget and member
conatry contributions. Due to the lack of time at the meeting, the Commission decided to adopt, by correspondence, the
Praceedings of the Fourth and Final Plenary Sessions and the Reports of Punel 2 (Temperate Tunas-North), Panel 3
{Temperate Tunas-South), Panel 4 (Other Specics), and the lext of the Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and
Administration (STACFAD).

During the adoption by correspondence of the Proceedings of the Fourth and Final Plenary Sessions und the Reports .

of Panels 2 and 4, there were significant differences of criteria among some member countries, which werz difficult to
sole through correspondence. Therefore, in view of the lack of consensus on the proposed texts, the Chuirman of the
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Coramission decided that the adoption of these Proceedings and Reports would take place at the start of the Fourteenth
Regular Meeting of the Commission.

The Chairman’s latter and annexed documentation were included in Daocument INF/93/6-COM.

On Navember 13, 1995, the Commission formally adopted the final texis of the Proczedings of the Ninth Special
Meeting ot the Commission.

1o, Secreiariat stuff

In December, 1954, the Commission hed authorizad, in prineiple, the hiring of & mulii-lingual secretary to fill ope
of the two vacant positions {from 1991 and 1992) in the General Services category, However, since the hiring of a
biostatistician was not approved, the hiring of & new multi-lingual secretary in 1995 was not shsolutely necessary.

Thus, as of December 31, 1995, the Secrotariat staff is comprised as follows: Executive Secretary (D-1), Assistant
Executive Secretary (P-3); Systems Analyst (P-2), five multi-lingual secreturies {two GS-7, vne G5-6, one GS-5, and one
(G5-4), une statistical secretary (G5-4), four clerical staff {one GS-2 and three G8-1), and a locally-contracted data eniry
clerk.

17. ICCAT’s 25th Anniversary

In 1995, 1CCAT celehrated the 25th anniversary of i¢s presence in Madrid. For this reason, the Prime Minister
of Spain on behalf of the Spanisk Government, sent a letter on Novamber 3, 1995, to the Chairman of the Commission
cXpressing support and recognition for ICCAT's Wurk The text of the Prime Minister's letfer is attached as Appendix
1 to this Report,

On November 11, 1995, a solemn, commemorative ceremony was held at the *Casa de America" in Madrid, which
was presided over by the Spanish Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Mr. Luis Atienza Serna. Besides the
delegations and ohservers at the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Commission, numerous representatives of the
‘Diplomatic Corps accrédited in Madrid, and other Spanish institutions, as well as the media, attended the ceremony. All
the participants were presented with a commemorative plaque of the 25th Anniversary of ICCAT. During the ceremony,
speeches were given by the Exzecutive Secrefary, the SCRS Chairman, the Commission Chairman, and the Spanish
Minister. The texts of these speeches are attached as Appendix 2. Followiny the ceremony, the Spanish Minister of
Agriculture, Fisheries nnd Food hosted a reseption, du:rmg which Dr. Ribeiro Lima was conferred with the Order of ‘V.[erlt
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, granted by His Majesty the King of Spain, for his work during the four years of term
of office as Chairman of ICCAT.

On November 13, 1993, the Commission Chairman, the ICCAT Executive Secretary and the Spanish Secretary
General of Maritime Fisheries were recetved in privale audience by King John Charles [ of Spain. During the course of
the royal andience, the Chairman cxpressed the unanimous appreciation of the ICCAT Contracting Parties for il the
facilities extended by Spain to carry out the objectives of the Conventicn. Dr, Ribeiro Lims presented the King of Spain
with an especially designed plaque commemorating the 25th Anniversary of ICCAT,

During the Fourteenth Regular Meeting of the Commission, the ICCAT Chairman hosted a reception &t the new
ICCAT ofTices, featuring various praducts from the Azores Islands, for all the delepates, ohservers and other persons wha
work closely with ICCAT.

The Secretariat organized and participated in ali the aforementioned activities and distributed among all the
participants specially designed, 25th Anniversary folders for the meeting documentation. The Secretariat also prepared
e special logo and Jetterhead to be used on all correspondence relative to the ICCAT Tued Sympuosium, which ag [CCAT's
scientific contrihution to the 25th anniversary, the Commissicn decided to hold in Azores in June, 1996,
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ATTACHMENT 1

LETTER FROM MR. FELIPE GONZALEZ MARQUEZ, |
SPANISH PRIME MINISTER,
TO THE ICCAT COMMISSION CHAIRMAN

1

i

Madrid, November 3, 1993

Mz. Adolfo Ribeiro Lima . o - - "
Chajrman of ICCAT :
Estebanez Calderon, 3 - Bth floor

28020 Madrid

Dear friend:

) On the occasion of Lhe 25th A.umversa.ry of the creation of the Iutemanonul LCommission for the Conservation of:.
Atlant:c Tunss, I would like, in my own neme and on behslf of my Government, to affirm the support and recognition
of ICCAT’s work, which I cannot express personally, due to commitiuents reletive to the Presidency of the Couneil of:
the Buropean Union.

) ’ At the same time, I ;.v.fould- alse ke to expfess my confidence t]ﬁa_t with your efforts and those of all the interested
parties, we will attain the improvement and the respect of the intermnational fisheries regulations, including their:
enmronmentnl aspects, as well as a desiroble ethbnum between fishing effort and the sustainable conservation-of the'
available resources. - o : :

| For this wurl-: we will now be sble tu rely on the. help of two new essential elements the Agrcement rauently
reached by the. United Nations relative to straddling fish stocks and highly migratory. ﬁsh stocks and the Caode of Cunliur..b
for Responsible Fishing, recently adopted at the FAO Ceonference, . -
Cordia]]y yours,

oy

(\signed} Felipe Gonzilez Midrquez .

.......
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ATTACHMENT 2

SPEECHES GIVEN AT THE ICCAT 25TH ANNIVERSARY CEREMONY
(Casa de America - Madrid - November 11, 1995)

- BY DR, ANTONIO FERNANDEZ, ICCAT EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Myr. Minister, ¥our Excellenciss, Tadies and Gentlemen:

As the Executive Secretary of ICCAT, I appreciate the opportunity granted to me to be the first speaker at this
ceremony. I think the hest way to start is by presenting to this distinpuished audience s series of considerations on the
contents aod scope of the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlsntic Tunas, signed in Rio de Janeiro m
1996 and still in effect today.

Naturally, I don't think it's necessary to go into a detailed history of ICCAT. But ] de think it apprupnate. to begin
with a brief summary of the decisive early stages of the Commission, since they have a lot to do with the reasons for this
ceremony that we are holding today.

Contrary to what is occurring today, 25 years apo matters dealing wilk high seas fisheries were rarely the subject
of attention of the communications media. Such matters were reserved for discussions in specialized fara, generally within
the framework of the United Nations and FAQ, which already had its well scoredited Fisheries Commiltes,

In the early 1960's, among those specialized fora, a clear need began to evolve to organize the tuna and tuna-like
fisheries, which because of the extensive migration of these species across the Atlantic Ocean and its adjacent seas,
escaped any possibilily of rational management by the coustal states. For this reason, such an organization had to
necessarily be based on frank and resolute international cooperation among the conntries involved in this type of ﬁsheriesﬁ__

What is certain is that the FAO Conference, at its 1965 session, authorized convening 2 Conference of
Plenipotentiaries to develop #nd adopt a Convention, whose objective was to establish a Commission for the conservation
of tunas and tuna-like species in the Atlantic Ocean. That Conference of Plenipotentiaries was beld in Rio de Janeiro, at
the nvitation of the Government of Brazl, from May 2 to 14, 1996, in which 14 couniries participated and adopted the
current text of the ICCAT Convention.

. The Convention entered into force on March 29, 1966, as soon as seven povernments had deposited their ,
instruments of ratification, approval or adherence, Those eountries, in chropological order, were as follows: United States,
Japan, Sonth Africa, Ghaoa, Canada, France and Spain. Although some of the partivipating perties at the Rio (,'.‘onferanca
(Argentina, Conga) did not become Coniracting Parties, varions other countries did adhere to the Convention, arriving -
at the 22 current Contracting Parties of the Commission,

The first meeting of the Commission took place at the FAD Headquarters in Rome in December, 1969, and FAO
also provided & provisional ICCAT Secretariat. That first meeting was presided aver by Mr, Fernando Marcitllatck Guazo,
the then Director General of Maritime Fishing of Spain, and the offer by Spain to establish the permancnt Headguarters
in Madrid was accepted. A series of fundamental decisions relutive to the organization of the new Commission were also.
adopted at that mesting, such as: (1) the creation of four Panels (Article VI of the Convention); and (2) the adoption of
the Rules of Procedure and Financial Regulations, as well as the establishment of the Standing Cotmnmittess of Finance
and Administration and Research and Statistics {Acticle T of the Convention),

“'Shartly thereafter, the selection of the Executive Secretary, in accordance with Article VII of the Convention, was
made during the first special meeting which the ICCAT Council held in Madrid in April, 1970, designating for this office
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Dr. Olegario Redriguez Martin, who today honors us with his presence and who served as Executive Secretary until
March, 1992, when I had the honor to succeed him.

Also, in conformity with the request made by the Council to the Commission Chairman at that first special meeting,
negotiations teok place with the Spanisk Ministry of Foreign Affairs for a Seat Apreement hatween the Spanish State and
ICCAT, which entered into force in October, 1971. On the other hand, and in accordance with that indicated in Article
XI of the Conventipn, an Agreement was negotiated to establish working relations hetween the Commission and FAO,
which entered into force in 1973. As a result of this Agreement continuous and fruitful cooperation between both
orgunizations has been maintained all these years, not only in matiers of a scientific-technical nature, but also as regards
administrative and legal matiers. [t should also be noted that Articles XIII, XIV, XV and X VI of the ICCAT Counvention,
grant the Direetor Director of FAQ the duties of depositery of the Convention and of those corresponding instruments of
ratification, acceptance, adherence, or modifications thersof,

From a close examination of the Convention it can be noted that fundamental aspects such as thase thet refer to
area of competence and desirable catch levels of the species under the ICCAT mandate were duly taken into account. For
example, Article [ established a "Conveation Area” which applics to all waters of the Atlantic Oczan, including adjacunt
seas such as the Mediterranesn and the Caribbean, Thus, years before the general extension of the exclusive economic
zones to 200 nautical miles, by the coastal states, (ke ICCAT sipgnatories had accepted the principle of carrying out the
management of tuna stocks in their entire area of distribution, considering that the political boundaries imposed by nativnsl
_jurisdiction should not prevail over the concept of & biological unit of straddling stocks and highly migratory stocks. For,
in reality, these stocks had develeped at sea, and continue 1o do so, ignoring the jurisdictional water limits imposed by |
states, . o

One, of the key efements of the Convention is its Article VIII, which grants the Commission right to formulate
recommendations for the manapement of stocks under its mandate. For the Conlrecting Parties that have not presented
an chjection, 2 recommendation becomes effective six months after the daie of its notification by the Commission, The
procedure agreed upon at that time has proved quite viable. If, on the one hand, there is a certain renouncement of
sovereignty in the application of ICCAT recommendations to the fisheriey carried out in zones under the jurisdiction of
Contracting Party coastal States, there is established for such States the safeguard of not implementing a particular,
resolution by presenting the opportune objection within the time limits established for this purpose. Naturaily, any.
Contracting Party cun withdraw its abjection at any time, and then its contents become effective with the contents of said
recommendation.

. Azother important element of the Convention is the principle established in the Preamble and in Articles TV and X
VI, for mainlyining the stocks of tuna and tuna-like species at biomass levels which will permit the maximum sustainable.
catch for food and other purposes, and which guarantee the effective exploitation of these speeies in a manner companble
with these. catches. This principle has oriented the management activitiss of the Commission up to now, recognizing the
fact that the maximum sustainable yields that are obtained from .a specific funa stock usually cnrrespund to a level of.
exploitation in which the real biomass is less than that which would correspond to the same virgin population, that is, if
it were not. exploited at all. Obtaining maximum sustainable yields impliss, among other things, the establishment of,
minimum sizes of fish to protect the juvenile stages, since these species have a long life that ean even.span 25 years,
However, some are of the opinion that other ecological considerations, in their very brond sense, should be duly taken
into account by the Commission when establishing conservation and manngement recommendations for the species under
ICCAT ma.udate

A.rhcle D{ of the C(Jnventlon concerns the matter of enforcement of the decisions of the Commission. Each
Contracting Party has to present periodic information on the meesures adopted in this respect. It was also agreed to.
collaborate in the es{ablishipent of an international inspection scheme to impose the compliance of the ICCAT regulations
in the Convention Arca, outside the jurisdictional waters of the Contracting Parties. Lo this sense, the Commission adopted
a International Inspection Scheme in 1975, but since no date of enfry into force was set, the Scheme has mot yet besn.
implemented. On the ather hand, the Convention does not include specific provisions relative to resolving possible.
disputes, perhaps because it was believed at that time that such matters could be adequately handled within the framework
of general rules of internationai law.

The text of the Convention in effect taday is the same as that which was adopled in 1966. However, in accordance.. '
with its Article X111, there are some modifications of various Articles, proposed by two Conferences of P]E.nl]:lﬂtentlancb,
that are pending entry.into force, : :
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The first of these Conferences is that which was held in Puris in 1984, whose objective is to permit the accession
of the then European Beonomic Commumity as a Contracting Party to ICCAT, and which involves a modification of
Articles XIV, XV and XVI of the Conveotion. The entry mte forve of the Protocol adopted to carry out these
modifications requires the approval, ratification or acceptence of all the Contracting Parties, which could occur within a.
short time, since there are enly two Contracting Parties that have not yet deposited their instruments.

" The second Conference of Plenipotentiaries was held in Madrid in 1992 to modify Article X, paragraph 2, of the
Convention, to aliow a redistributian of the financing of the annual Commission budpet, hased on the degree of cconomic
development of the Contracting Pacties. In this way, those Parties classified as developing coustries will have a
substantially reduced conlribution, whersas the contributions of the Cootracting Parties classified by the UNCTAD as
countries with 4 developed market economy will increase. The entry into force of the Protocol adopted to this effect
requires the approval, ratification or acceptance of at least three-fourths of all the Contracting Parties. As of now, of the
minimum of 16 mstruments required, seven have been deposited, and it is expected that this process will be campleted
within the nex( year.

Mr. Minister, Your Excellencies, during the 25 years of its existence, the Comumission has carried out numerous
activities for the purpose of attaining the objectives of the Coavention that T have just described brsfly. It seems to me
that this is an appropriate time to express well-deserved appreciation to-all those people whe have participated, or who
are dow taking part, in this joint effort. Organizations can be creatad, but they are absclutely dependent on the human
factor to carry out their activities. Even just ta attein the results that are shown in the historical series of the different
ICCAT publications, many months of considerztion, constant work, constructive discussions in search of consensus, and.
continuous effort by many people pertaining to the political, scientific or administeative fields of diverse countries, among
which, naturally, I have te includs the staff who made up or currently comprise the Secretariat, This recognition of all
that ICCAT hus sftained represents, on our purt, a renewed and firm:challenge to continue working towards the objectives
of qur foumling Convention. At the sessions of the U, N, Conference on Straddling Fish Stacks and Highly Migratory Fish
Stocks, held in New York, the importance of the indispensable work of intergovernmental organizations, such ss ours,
was noted, for the rational mansgement of the important fisheries resources that make up those stocks; this all means that
their competencies and objectives will be Teinforced and extended, within the context af a warld which is more and mare .
interdependent,

In conclusion, T would like to affirm my conviction that in the next 25 years, ICCAT will cantinue to contribute
very positively to obiaining the necessary intemational politicel consensus to carry out efficient conservation and
manapement of the fishery resonrces under its mandate. Thank you.

~ BY DR. ZIRO SUZUKI, CHAIRMAN OF THE ICCAT STANDING
COMMITTEE ON RESEARCH AND STATISTICS (SCRS}) --

Ta celebrate this 25th Anniversary of ICCAT,. I would like to spesk briefly on behalf of the ICCAT scientists.

The development of the Atlantic tuna fisherics has besn remarkable during the last quarter century. Ths total catch
of tuna and tuna-like fishes in the Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea has doubled and, in recent years, has reached & level
of about 650 thousand tons. This is a rather vnusunal phenomennn, in lipht of the fact that most of the large-scale fisheries
ate either declining or have already cnllapsed However, this does not necessarily meen that the state of the Atlantic tuna '
and tuna-like fishes is a healthy one. In fact, despite our efforts to seek a rational management of the stocks, most of the
stocks are fully exploited, and some are even over-exploited. We are now in a critical period which will determine whether
the Atlantic tuna fisheries are to fallow the same trend of mansgement failure as the major fisheries of other species.

In this connection, I fhink it is important to recognize that the general enviranment of the fishery has uﬁdergnne
substantial chanpes recently which have a direct impact on JCCAT, and I shoudd like to cite two examples of this.

g) First of alf, the U.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, which concluded
an agreement in the summer of this year after three years of meetings, Several impertant points are described in this
agreement, such as biologicul refersnce points, precauhonary approach and minimuom data requirements. It is worth noting,,
that MSY, which is a management cbjective defined in the ICCAT Conveation, was described in the agresment as a
limiting reference point rather than a target.
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b) Secondly, a new general concept is emerging which clearly gptes that manzgement should take inte consideration
"the effects O soologically related species, in addition to target species, with a view to mainlrining or restoring populations
'of stich spécies above leveis at which théir reproduction may become serjously threatened, In this regard, CITES adopied
u tesolution in 1994 on aspects of international trade of sharks and urged regional internationel fisheries bodies, with the
help of FAQ, ta collect relevant information for the purpose of conserving sharks. Furthermore, the BCRS is now going
to be faced with the problem of what action should be taken for the conservation of non-fish species, such as sea birds
and marine mammals, tuken as incidental catch by the tuna-fisheries, as there is no mandate to deal with these species
under the present Convention.

Finally, I would like to express my hope that the ICCAT Tuna Symposium, whick is planned for next-June, will
serve as one of the fora for in-depth discussions on how to meet these changes and how to harmonize the divergent
interests of the different sectors involved in Attantic tunas.

Thank you very mucli for your attention.

LRt

- BY DR.’ADOLFQ RIBEIRO LIMA, CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMISSION

e ..’h

Mr. Minister, Your Excellencies, Ladiss and Gentlemen, Colleagues:

For the last four years T have had the honor of being the Chairman of TCCAT. 1 am very happy to participate in
this commemorative ceremany and to relzy to you some considerations on our activities and our problems, as well as our
aspirations and ohjectives for the future.

‘Above all, 1 want to thank you and the cou_ntrics'nmi institutions that you honorably represent for yuur_prcéenc_e_
here today, which demonstrates your interest in and sensibility towards matiers conceming conservation of the living
resources of our seas,

We are celebrating the 25th anniversary of ICCAT at an historic moment wheg, perhaps for the first time, @
géneral sense of planetary concern is developing sbout the future of these living marine resources. The cersmony that
unites us today represents a exceptional occasion to reflect on the progress achieved in the management of the resources
under the mandate of TCCAT, and also to make an appeal for the cooperation of all countries, institutions and persons
involved in fishing activities.

I thank the Spunish authorities for still another gesture of aftention towards ICCAT, and which permits us to grant
the appropriate sclemnity to the celebration of our. silver anniversary in the world of tunas by holding this ceremony in
the magnificent setting of the "Casa de America", a meeting place for the coltures and countries of both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean. I would also like to publicly recognize the Facilities which the Spanish authorities bave extended over the
years, enabling us to better carry out our activities at our Headquarters 1n Madrid. In the sarly pact of this year, the
Spanish authorities penerously provided us with new, modern and functional offices, which are in harmony with the noble
snd important ohjectives established in the Seut Agreement.

As is only fair, T cannot close this chapter of appreciation without mentioning the excellent work carsied ouf by
thosé who have preceded me in this office as Chairmen of ICCAT: the Messrs. Mareitllach (Spain) Touya {France),
Meilick Dia (Senegal), Young (Canads), Koffi (Tvary Coast), Blondin (United States}, and Makiadi (Angola). I must also
tlmnk Dr. Olegario Rodriguez Martin, who was the first and only Exccutive Secretary for mors than 2Q years, and those
Chairman and Repporteurs of the various subsidiary bodies of the Commission.

Thus, 25 years ago, the main fishing nations in the Atlantic Ocean initiated a journey in search of harmonicus
deveiopment of their activities, aimed at the conservation and exploitation of tunas and tune-like species. The ICCAT.
Convention has proven to be an efficient precursor in this task, and the Commission has been, is, and continues to be the
appropriate and irreplaceable instrnment to channel our aspirations and to coordinate our policies, At the time, of the
signing of _thei Conventicn, in the month of May, 1956, the total catch of tuna species in the Aflantic Ocean represented
approximately half the level of the currznt catches, and the major part of these stocks were stilt under-exploited. Since
thét, a sustainable, and at times spectacular, developed of these fisheries acourred for the majonty of the species and areas
undér ICCAT mandate, The development has reached such a point that currently various tuna stocks in the Atlaatic Ocean
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and Mediterranean Sea ars levels close to their maximum biological yield. Naturally, this significant development of the
Atlantic tuna fisheries has been closely monitored, studied and constantly evaluated by tha Commission and its auxiliary
‘bodies. Since the esrly months of its beginninps, ICCAT has compiled, processed and periodically publishad an impressive
ammaunt of informatian and statistical data on the abundance, biology and ecology of the species under its mandate, and
on the aceanography of their habitat and the effects of natural and human factors on their populations, The current dala
base on Atlantic tunag and tuna-like species, which covers the entire Atlantic and the entire historical period of the major
part of these fisherias, is logically the mast complete and reliabie base that exists.

At the same time, and besed on the information, analyses aod assessments received from the scientific tearns'_of
the Commission's Stunding Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS), ICCAT has established during these years an
important series of recommendations for the conservation and management of the tuna stocks in the Convention Area.
These recommendations sre binding on the ICCAT Contracting Parties, and are also transmitted to non-Contracting Parties
that border cn the Convention Afen or that fish tunas in this arzsa, urging them to adopt thase measures and to implement

-them in their respective national jurisdictions and on the high seas, since the effective management of tunas, as highly
-migratory species, requires their application in their entire area of distribution. -

Upon completion of its first quarter century, the Commission considered it appropriate to carry out a critical review
of all the methads and scientific results af ICCAT, as well as a review of some uncertainties that bave arisen over 25 years
of nctive inlernationsl research on Atlantic tunas, Therefore, it was decided to hold an important “Tuna Symposium' in
June, 1994. '

The cooclusions and recommendatians of this Symposium will obviously he of preat interest to improve the
efficiency of research on Atlantic tunas and the JCCAT manzgement measures, The results will also have considerable
potential interest for the research and manspement of funus in other oceans, since the majority of the hiological and
migratory characteristics of tunas are very similar for each species, independently of the ccean where they are found, and
the research methodologies ars also very similar among the world's oceans. We invite all scientists interested in tuna
research to participate in the Symposium and to present working documents,

What are some of the lessons we have learned during these twenty-five years of activity? First of all, that these
concerns are not exclusively curs, but are alsa of concern to intemational public opinion that increasingly follow ICCAT's
activities. Qver the years, we have come to understand that extractive policies that do not take info account the principles
of responsible fishing, carry within them the seed of their own destruction.

Secondly, we have learned that it is mecessary to promote s non-exclusive policy in the admission af the member
countries. If our organizations is to pravide & forum for the multilateral resolution of problems, then it is essential that
it pive all parties interested in the tuna fisheries in the Convention srea an equal opportunity to study and to praopose
appropriate solutions. It is impossible to arrve at efficient manapement of the resources without the decided cooperation
of 21l the countries involved in the fisheries. '

Thirdly, we have learned that unless the international community pays attention to the conclusions of the scign;tiﬁc
organizalion concerning the manngement of the resources, we cannol achieve all that we hops to, that is, harmony between
the available resources, fishing and subsequent commercialization, in its different forms.

In fourth place, we have learned that in the toduy's fishing world no one problem can be solved in an isolated way,
whether it be political, economic, social or environmentzl, since undesirable consequences in other, apparently unrelated
sectors have to be taken into account. If the degradation of our biological patrimony continues, future generations will
be seriously affected, because there are no political boundaries, nor national policies, capeble of detsining in an individual
or isolated manner the potential decline of Hiving marine resources, particularly straddling fisk species and highly migratory
species.

In fifth place, and in summary, I will say that we have also come to understand that the problems and changes in
the environment are closely related to matters of responsible fishing, mtcruat:onal cooperation and sustainabls
development,

Convinced of all this, our ceremony today is at the sume time a celebration and a reaffirmation of our political will
to cooperate. It is also a ratification of our clearly assumed commitment to face the challenges of the irrational
exploitation, the dangers of terrestrial and marine contamination, the use of non-selective fishing gears, the cxcessive
increase in effort of the fishing fleets, the non-solidarity of the vessels flying flags of convenionce, the low priority and
the lack of covperation in providing resources to the internations] organizations,

9
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In the international sphere, the decade of the 1990’s has heen characterized by a clearly defined revitalization of
mu.ltﬂa.teral nepotiations, to confront the prub]ems 1 have just mentioned, I seem as if' Resolution 44/225 ad.opted by the
u. M. General Assembly on December 22, 1989, concerning large-scaie, high seas dnftnetﬁshmg has acted as a catalyzer
of an important series of nitiatives that are being developed within the framework of intergovernmental organizations and
conferences,

} refer, for example, 1o Agenda 21 of the UNCED, o the FAQ Agresment an flagging of fishing vessels, tn,th};s
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing, which is in a very advanced state, to the U.N. Conferenca on Straddling Fishing
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, which hac reached an agreed upon text in 1995 which signifies progress in
imtarnational norms concerning the Law of the Sea.
- This revitalization of multilatersl activities no doubt signifies a clear perception by governments of the existence
of common patrimonial interests and of the need to the attain necessary consensus, in matters that are beyond the conlrol
pf' modern States. The key to success for this work lies in achieving an increase ip the general awarenass of the problems
in the conservation of the biosphere, recognizing the important strategy of forming a unified front to face the practices
of 1rrespon51ble fishing and environmental degradatmn

In reﬂectmg on the g'loba] mruatwn and perspectives of the fisheries uncler the m.euda.ten of our Urgamzatlon we
are carrying gut our duty,, responsibly shared, to transmit to our youth and to future generations 4 more, livable planet.
For this, we rely cn the creative capacity of all reaponsible paliticians and seciety in general, to mobilize in favor of the
enrichment of our acesns, Thank you.

e .7 .. L BYMR. LUIS ATIENZA SERNA, SPANISH MINISTER
OF AGRICULTURE, FISEERIES AND FQOD —

. It is.a great honor fer mea that the Chmrman of Lhe International Cumm:emou for the Conservation of Atla.nnc Tunas
hag mvited me to preside over the 25th anmversary of the Commission, on hehalf of the Spamsh gnvemment

In the same way, it is a matter of great satisfuction that this impnrtant e\.'ent, baing held at the “Casa de Amefi'ea.".',
z symbol of unity and couperatior between two continents, Europe and America, and representative of the indelible ties
which day after day are reaffivmed between Spain and the countries of Latin America.

TR
'

. The cerem(my whmh has upited us here today is more then a formal meeting, it is recognmun of the Com.u:ussmn ]
development throughout this quarter century. ;-

Concem for the conservation of the stocks of tuna and tuna-like species led to the adoption, in May, 1966, in Rio
de Janenro of the Convention to establish TOCAT, whose objectives are cooperation to maintain these stacks at levels
which permit an aptimum and sustainable exploitation for food purposes.

As you all know, Spain offered from the very beginning to host the Seat of the new Commission, and this honor
Was, granted with the establishment of the headquarters in Madrid. Precisely, last year the Spanish government made a
great effort to provide LCCAT with new offices, worthy of the sccomplishments and prestige attained by the Commission,
.and: which.will permit it to costinue its teshnical work and to condust its meetings with the scientists in an atmesphere
jhg,t will facilitate such work: o . _ e i

In the 25 years that have transpired since its creation, JCCAT has undergone great changes on the werld leve! in

all its aspects and as can be expected, (ke {ishing sector has a150 been involved in this metamorphosis.
The Convention oo the Law of the Sea in 1982 rapresented a drastic change on the internationol level of the
{raditional fishing activity, with the adoption of the 200 nantical miles Exclusive Fconomic Zone of the coastal éountries.
This.new situation changed the existing scheme since the traditional fishing countries had to renounce their ngual fishing
_grounds and at the same time thers was a proliferation of coastal conntries’ fishing fleets, which up to that time had not
.participated in fishing activities. Only through cooparation was it possible to balance the rapercussions, to some degree
.as some fleets had to continue exercising their activity through the establishment of agreements, while others were able
ity develop thmugh technical assistance, transfer of technologics and the training of crews. :

1
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ICCAT knew how to confront this new challenge and with the support and collaboration of its Contracting Parties,
continued jts'research’ throughout the geographic extension of the resources, that is, within and outside the 200 miles. The
success Df this measure has made it poasib]a to impruva the knowledge on tlm status af the stocks of tunas and tuna-like
ancl whlch at times have cansed serious difficulties for their implementation and complm.nce because uf mgmﬁcant socio-
gconomic Implications, bave been of primordial importancs for those responsible for ﬁsherms ma.uugement ut l]w netional
level, as they indicate the path to follow in achieving our maximum objective: the conservation of tunas _

This long road has not elways been easy, since the ioternational economic crisis has negatively af_fec_.ttxll 'i.l:_ltJﬂfqajliquul
organizations and thus ICCAT has seen how financial difficultics have sestricted, in some way, its objectives in matters
of reseatch and in carrying out specific pragrams. The considerable difficulties of scme countries to comply with their
obligation to contribute to maintaining the Commission hes resulted in their withdrewal from the organization. The
Protacol to amend the Convention fo modify the contribution calculation scherae will make it possible, once it enters into
force, to solve the Commission's financial problems, which is why I am wrging the representative of all the ICCAT
member countries present to ratify this Protocol as soon as possible, In this way, thoss countries that have worked very
hard and have contributed to ICCAT will be 4ble o rejoin the Commission, from which they never should have
withdrawn,

In the same way, we hope that faced with the new situation, the countries that participate in our meetings as
observers and cthers that have indicated their desire to cooperate, will finally become members of the commissicn which,
added to the 23 member states which currently comprise the Commission, will result in a considerable increase in this
aumber, so that umong all of them and with sach country assuming its corresponding responsibilities, we can achieve &
rationsl and snstainable management of the resources.

At present, two new nstruments, which will have considerable repercussions on JCCAT's work and on the
activities of the fishing sector, have been adopied. | am referring, in the first place, to the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fishing, recently approved at the 28th Conference of FAO and for which 1 would like to emphasize its
universality, since its applies to all the fisheries, in &l ereas, and covers all the aspects relative to the fishing sectar:
extraction, management, research, aquaculfure and commerce. Secondly, 1 refer to the Apreament reached by the United
Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks end Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, which is closely related to the species
regulated by ICCAT.

Anothar matter 1 would to point out and which has been the object of an ICCAT resolution for its rapid application,
is the Agreement te Promote Compliance of International Conservation and Mansgement Measures by High Seas Fishing
Vessels, approved within the framework of FAQ and which constitutes the first binding element of the Code of Conduct.

The ICCAT praposal to hold in International Tuna Symposium next year will thus constitute another slement of
coasiderable relevance at the werld-wide level for the knowledge and manzgement of these resources.

For gll these reasens, the image which I believe we should extract from this 25th aoniversary of JICCAT would
be that the Commission has anticipated the problems facing us today, that the Commission’s research work and its
recorumendations for the conservation of the resourcas throughont its history has aliowed it to attain international
recognition as en effective, tuna resource management orpenization and that it should serve as an example for ather
organizations.

We have thus the fundamental element, that is, a regional fishery orpanization such as is contemplated not only
in the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing, but also in the New York Agreement. In both processes, the word
"copperation" is mentioned several time, as the undisputabla basis to overcome pbstacles.

Logically, being aware of what all this signifies, I would like to appeal at this ime fo this international coogeration
as the only means of reconciling and resclving controversies. This cooperation should be reflected within the fraumework
of ICCAT, with the support of all the Contracting Parties for the entry into force of the Protocol that will permit the
accession of the European Community as a member of the Commussion, as well as the Protocol to amend the contribution
calculation scheme, which will permit many more countries to become Contracting Parties to ICCAT. In the sume way,
this international cooperation should signify at a unilateral level, the assumption by each country of its own responsibilities,
as regards the application of fisheries conservation and management measures, avoiding that they only aftect the most
responsible conntries.
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:r- The conservation of fisheries resources, and in this context specificaily. tunas in the Atlantic Qcean,; ¢6ncerns all
_of us, and ifin t}.us task there in a lack of international cooperation, the efforts that are adopted by some countries will
not have any offect and the objectives proposed will not be achieved. :

I would like to end this intarvention by thansking and Lungmtulatmg the ICCAT Exeentive secretary und gll the
,Sacremnat staff members for their work, and T would like to request generosity of the [CCAT Contracting and non-
Contracting Parties towards the Commission, and eApress the hope that the spirit of cooperation grows and continues in
order to reach our goal: the sustainment of the tuna stocks in the Atlantic Ocean for fishing and food purposes for present
and future generutions. I would elso like to ascertmin Spain's firm commitment to what I have: expressed here the
_remforcement of jnternational cooperation and the exarcise of responsihle fishing,

)
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1995 FINANCIAL REPORT
COM/95/10

1. Auditor’s Report - Fiscal Year 1994

. The Anditor examined the books and accounts of the Commission to the end of Fiscal Year 1994, In ac-
cordance with Regulations 9-3 and 12-7 of the Financial Reguletions, and following u recommendation of the
Councif at its Second Regular Meeting, the Executive Sceretary transmitled a copy of the Auditor's Report to
the governments of all the Contracting Parties in May, 1995. The Gepersl Balance at the close of Fiscal Year
1994 (see attached Statement 1), showed a balanee in Cash and Bank of 33,775,099 pesetas, corresponding to
the avuilable in the Working Capital Fund (29,791,056 pesetas), aveilable in the Albacore Research Pragram
Funds (1,482,518 pesetas), and the advances on future contributions, at the close of Fiscal Year 1994,
(2,501,525 peselas).

At the close of Fiscal Year 1994 there were accnmulated pending contributions {corresponding to 1854 and
previous years) that amounted to 128,803,065 pesetas, equivalent to 91.8% of the 1094 {otal budpet
(140,268,000 pesetas).

Since the Commission changed the base currency of the budpet in 1992 from United States dollars to
convertible pesetas, to avoid the effect of the fiuctuations in the currency exchange rates, which were
uncontrollable and difficult to foresee, the accounting records for Fiscal Year 1994 were maimtained in pesetas,
The differences in exchange rates resulting from thoss aceounts whick originated in U.8. dollars were adjusted
at the close of the Fiscal Year based on the official U.N. excha.uge rate of 130 pesetas/1 USE, as of December,
1594,

In accordance with the recommendation made by the Working Group on Financial and Admiristration at
its meating hald in Madrid on Navember 29-30 and Pecembar 1, 1971: "It was considered that the Working
Capital Fund ... should be maintained ar a level of approximarely 15% of the total annual budget”. This
recommendation was ndopted by the Commission. At the close of Fiscal Year 1994, the balance was 19,781,055
pesetas, or 21.2% of the annual budpet,

2. Financial status of the second half nf the hiennial budget - Fiscal Year 1995

Continuing with the accounting pra.ctlces estabhshed since 1892, the financial operations of the Commissian
corresponding to Fiseal Year 1995 were maintained in pesetay. The accuunling eptries which originate in 1. 8.
dollars are also registered in pesetas, applying the official monthly exchange rates facilitated by the United
Nalions.

~ The Regular Budgst for 1593 (147,281,000 pesetas) was approved by the Commission at its Ninth Special
Meeting (Madrid, November-December, 19943, The General Balance Sheet (attached as Statement 2), reflects
the assets and labilities at the close of Fiscal Year 1995, which are shown in detail in Tables 1 to 7.

Table I shows the status of the contnibutions of each of the Contracting Parties at the close of Fiscal Year
1995.

Of the total budget approved for 1995 (147,281,000 pesetas), total income received amounted to
116,249,616 pesetas. Only 11 of the 21 Contracting Parties have paid their total contributions corresponding

* The Financial Report presented g1 the 1905 Camunission Meeting wes updated o the elase of Fiscal Year 1995,
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to 1995 (Brazil, Canads, Cdte d'Ivoire, France, Japan, Republic of Korea, Portugal, South Africa, Spsin, Russia
and the United States).

At the cloge of Fisesd Year 1993, 10 Contracting Parties (Angolu, Cupe Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Gehan,
Ghana, Republic of Guinea, Morocce, Sao Tome & Principe, Usmuguay and Veneznela) had not paid any amount
towards their 1995 contributions to the regular Commission Budget; eight countries have halances pending
payment from 1994 or before (Angola, Cape Verde, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Ghana, Republic of Guinea,
Uruguay and Venerzuela).

The coniributions to the 1995 regular Commission Budget stifl pending payment by the Centracting Parties
at the close of Fiscal Year 1995 amaunted to 31,031,386 pesetas, which reprasents 21.1% of the total regular
budget. Also pending payment are the 1995 extra-budgetary contributions which amount to 2,298,242 pesotas
from the United Kingdom and Libya, which became new members of the Commission during the second half
of 1995, The total ascumulated deht awed ta the Commission, from budgetary and extra-budgetary contributions,
emounted to 158,983 588 pesetas at the close of Fiscal Year 1995, including debts owed from Benin, Cuba; and
Senegal, which are no longer Contracting Parnties to ICCAT. This is indicative of the dlfﬁn.ultles of the Contract-
irtg Parties to honor their financial commitments to the Commission. - . -

:... Tahle 2 shows the budgetary and exilra-budgetary expendihlres to the close of Fiscal Year 1995, broken
down by budget chapters. For most of the chapters, the amount spent was below the amount budgeted, with the
exception of Chapter 3 {Commission Mestings) and Sub-chapter 8-A (Salaries of Research and Statistics staff),

far reasons that are explame,d later on in this Reporl C .

I Following herewith are some genmeral comnrents by budget chupter: .

.- Chapler 1 - Salaries: The salaries and.remuneration for 11 members of the ICCAT Secretariat staff were
charped. {0 this chapter, Faced with the voluntary resignation of one General Services staff member in late 1992,
and hoping that the financial siteation of the Comunission improves aver the short-term (through the receipt of
member country contributions or with the. entry. into force of the Madrid Protocol), it was decided to.impose
a-temporary freeze an filling this position. In December, 1994, the Comumission had anthorized the hiring of
a multi-lingusl secretary to fill this vacancy, taking into account the considerable savings by hirinyr in 1994 two
new staff members, classified at Step 1 of the GS-4 level. However, for 1993, the United Nations had
cstablished & significant. averape increase (14%), with respect to 1992 basc salary: levels for staff in Madrid
clasgified in the General Services category {(G5). For this reason and also due to the lack.of cash flow resulting
.from the non-payment of contributions of the mujosity of the Contracting Parties,the hiring of 2 new multi-
lingrual secretary was postponed until next year. .

The total amount budgeted for Chapter 1 amounted to 79,500,000 pesetas, whereas sxpenditures lo the
close of the Fiscal Year amounted to 78,039,585 pesetas. This amount includes the zpdating of the remuneration
schemes to those currently in effect for staff classified in the United Nations categories, the monthly adjustments
for the successive variations in the [FS$/peseta exchange rate in 1995, (the averags of which was below the
134.1 Pis/US$ exchange rate that was applied to budgetary proposals made in Septembor, 1994), and the
updating (retroactive to November 1, 1594) of the pensionsbie remuneration base for staff in the Professional
and Hipgher U, N. eategories, . C s

Chapter 2 - Travel: Expenses chargcd to this chapter included travel and per diem expenses pertaining
to the Executive Secretery’s participation in the two sessions of the United Nations Conference an:Straddling
Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (Mew. York, April and July, 1993}, the FAO Committee on
Fisheries {Rome, March, 1993), und the 21st Session of GFCM (Alicante, May, 1995). Also charged to this
chapter were the trips for "home leave" purposes of two members of the Secretariat staff.

Chapter 3 - Commission Meeting: Expenditures of the Commission Meating held from Navember 10
to 17, 1995, amounted to 6,814,023 pesetas, which is higher than the 6,193,000 pesetas budgeted, since the
decision to extend the Commission meeting by two days was made after the Budget had been adopted. The
additionn] meeting cost was financed by extra-hudgetary income, as was announced by Executive Secretary at
the Final Plenary Session in 1994,
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Chapter 4 - Publications: The costs for the Cammission publications listed in the Administrative Reporl
{COM/95/9) were charged {o this budget chapter. All the work o these publications, except for the covers and
binding, was done by the Secretariat staff.

Chapter 5 - Office Equipment: Expenses charged to the end of Fiscal Year 1995 to this chapter included
the annual cost for a photocopier that is reated with an option ta buy, as well as expenses for the purchase of
additional furniture, such as chairs and tables for use by groups meating at the Secrctanat.

Chapter 6 - Operating Expenses: This chapter shows the expenses incurred in the operation of the
Secrstariat, to the end of Fiscal Year 1995, including some expenses related to the re-location to the new
Secretariat offices, as well a5 publication costs relative to the daily work of the Secretariat. Expenses were
maintained within the amount budgeted, although the costs for mailing have increased considersbly { +46 %) as
compared to the previous year, due mainly to the increase in the documesntation that was transmitted to the
Contracting Parties. Nevertheless, the mailing of all the ICCAT publicaticns by surface mail resulted in an
eslimated savings of 5,500,000 pesetas. On the other band, the vse of recycled. paper for the major part af the
Secretariat activities hes resulted in an estimated savingy of 450,000 pesetas, since the cost of white paper wis
46,5% hipher than that for recycled paper,

Chapter 7 - Miscellaneous: This chapter inc{udes various expenses of a -minnr nature.
Chapter 8 - Coordinatian of Statistics and Research

a) Salaries: Sularies and remuneration for three Secretarint staff members are charged to this sub-chapter.
The observations made under Chapter | as regards the salary revision corresponding to 1995 for U.N. classified
staff also apply to this sub-chapter,

This sub-chapter also inciudes the salary and Spanish Social Security expenses and incems taxes of ong
staff member who, although authorized by the Commissian to he classified in the U.N. salary scheme as GS- 2,
chose to remain as locally-contracted staff in order to continne under the Spanish Social Security regime.

. The amount budgeted for Chapter 8-A (18,079,000 pesetas), was slightly below the smount nesded to cover
the salaries in this sub- -chapter to the end of the Fiscal Year, due to an unforeseen increase in costs for & ]acally—
contracted staff member.

&) Travel to improve statistics and research: Trip expenses and per diem for the Scoretariat’s pnrﬁcipation
in the following meetings were charged to this sub-chapter:

-- Bluefin Year Program Planning Meeting (BYF) {Genaa, Italy - March 14-15, 1995)

-- Second Meeting of the Ad Hac Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes in the Mediterranean
Sea. Mediterranean Swordfish Data Preparatory Meeting (Bari, Ilaly - September 13-19, 1595)

= Orpanizational Meeting foc the JCCAT Tuna Symposium (Bari, [taly - September 20-21, 1995). Of the
expenses corresponding to this meetmg. 55. 8% were finaneed by the Comoudssion of the European
Commmunities (FAIR Programy).

¢} Port Sampling: No expenses were charged ta this sub-chapter, due to difficulties in rcunttatmg part
samplmg in the Cagary Isla.nds

4) Biostatistical Work: Expenses charged to this sub-chapter amounted to 2,467,756 pesetas, including
1,160,000 pesctas for the renewal of the coniract in 1995 with the "Universidad Auténoma de Madrid"
concerning advice on the sampling strategy of tropica! tunss. Payment of two tagging lotlery prizes were also
charged to this sub-chapter, as well as the purchase of some computer equipment, since the amount appraved
by the Camn:ussmn for the such acquisitions was insufficient to fulfil the recommendations by the SCRS,

g} Compurer Equipment; In accordance with the decisions adopted by the Commission, the Secretariat
purchased the following computer equipment in Fiscal Year 1595
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— DIGITAL Work Station M{}d Alpha 1000 4/200, mcludmg assncmted t;nftwara zmd 2 Dlgmﬂ dot matrix

printers
"< 5 FUJITSU laser printers + additional RAM b A

— 4 COMPAQ 436 DX2/50 Notebooks were purchased +external color monitors and expanded keyboards

— 2 external modems for clectrome transmission of data (e mml]+CHAMELEON Intemet softwan.

— A mouse for a TEXAS Notebook

— A scarmer + associated software, for the direct entry of graphics sent by the scientists

— A software package for sorhng data (OPT TECH SORT)

— Other software purchases inchide: MICROSOFT OFFICE (WORD-i—EXCEL). and WORDPBRFECT
WTN’DOWS

Technical details on the above purchases are described in the Report on Statistics a.nd. Ccrardmatmn ut-
Research (COM-SCRS/65/12}.

f) Data Processing: The trade-in of the Digital Micro-Vax for a new computer (Digital Alpha 1000, on
a three-year leasing contract, has resulted in a considerable reduction in the expenses charged to this sub-
chepter, particularly as concerns the méintensnce contract. Also charged: to this sub-chapter are the expenses
incurred for electronic mail for the transmission of carrespondence of a scientific ang statistical nature,

g} Scientifie Meerings at the Headquarters: Expenses charged to this sub~chapter inchided the cost of the
Plesary Sessions of the SCRS as well as the Meetmgs uf the Spucies Groups Expendlmxec rernmned wuhm the
amount budpeted for this purpose. :

k}"Mi'.-';EéI'Iauedus."' No expenses were charged to this sub-chupter in Fiscal Year 15995.

Table 2 also shows the negative difference due to the fluctuation in the US$/pescta exchange rates during
Fiscal Year 1995 (347,343 pesetes), and as well as the extra-budgetary expenditures corresponding to the
ICCAT Synipusmm Orgonizational Meeting, held in Bari, Italy (1,474,308 Pts.), for which there i a balance
to be retume-d to the Buropean Cominission due o the |:i1fferenca between the amount ranawe.d and the meetmg
expenses incurred. . )

Table 3 shows ali budgetary and extra-budgetary i incoms and advances raccwed by the Commission during
Fiscal Year 1995, which amounted to 130,100,058 pesetas.

Budgetary income includes member country contributions received in 1993 towuards the 1995 budget and
contributions paid in 1995 towards previons budgets.

Other income {extra-budpetary), received in 1853, includes; observer fees corresponding to the 1885
meeting, a voluntary contribution from the Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna Boatowners & Exporters Association, bank
interest, the refund of Value Added Tax, reimbursement for publications, from the Billfish Research Program
Budget and applicshle to the Secretariat’s operating expenses concerning this Program, refund of security fees,
the difference in exchange rates an past contributions received in 1995, and the amount received from the
European Union towards tha S}'mpnsium Organizational Mee!ing in Bari.

Advances on future contributions received in Fiscal Year 1995 mcludes thnse frclm Brazﬂ mld Chie
d’Tvoire.

Table 4 prosents the composition and halance of the Working Capital Fund {to the emt of Fiscal Year
1695). The Fund showed a positive balance of 18,148,848 pesetas. Consequently, the accounting balance
corresponds to 12.3% of the bundget approved for 1995, which is below the 15% established in the
recommendation adopted by the Commission.

Table 5 shows a summary, by origin and by year, to the close of Fiscal Year 1995, of the budgetary
contributions pending payment (156,685,746 pesetas), us well »u extra-budgatary contributions pending payment
(2,298,242 pesetas) from the two Contracting Parties that joined the Commission during the second half of 1995.
Consequently, the actual outstanding debt owed to the Commission amounted to'1 58,583,988 pesetas at the close
of Fiscal Year 1593.

Table 6 shows cash flow during Fiscal Year 1595 as regards generated income and expenscs,
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Tahle 7 presents the status of Cash and Bunk {to the close of Fiscal Year 1995) which showed a balance
of 24,717,758 pesetas, and which corzesponds to the total available in the Working Capital Fund, the available
in the Albacore Research Program ard advances on future contributions.

3. Albacore Rescarch Program

At the 1990 Commission meeting, it was decided that the balance in sub-chapter 8-i {Albacore Research
Program), whick amounted to US$ 15,052.51, would be spplied exclusively to this Program. There was no
variation during 1995 in the amount availahle for this Program. It is expected that the amount of 1,482,518
pesetas will be applied in 1996 towards the publication, in enhanced form, of the Report of Final Mesting of
this Program, which took place in 1994,

4 Prugra.m for Enhanced Resmrch fnr Bitlfish

In 1987 i specw.l fund (in U.S5. dnllars) was established to administer the Program for Erhanced Research
for. Billfish. For accounting purposes, the Program funds are shown in pesctas within the General Balance of
the Commission, althouph the deposits and expenditures are made in U.S. dollars. The status of these funds,
in L.8. dollars, at the close of Fiscal Year 1993, was as follows;

Balance {at the start of Fiscal Year 1995) Uss 55,553.55
Depositsi tirde in 1994 . 0.00
interesf Ieaméd c.rrll time deposit account + 876.94

56,430..80
Expenditures (including bank charges) - 40,293,33

Balunee (at the close of Fisenl Year 1995) US$ 16,137.47

5. Bluefin Year Program (BYP) o e ..,I!. EX

This Program was approved by the Commission in 1991 and started in 1992, However, there were no
funds budgeted by the Commission for this Prngmm i 1995, nor was a special fund a&.tabhhhad HS Was the case
for the Billfish Program. ; [N
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6. OtheE commentsh '

All the member country contributions fo the 1995 Budget were received in convertible pesatas.
Reamunerations {salary and pension) for staff in the Director and Professional categories are established in U.S.
dollars in accardance with the current scheme of the United Mations. The pensions of staff in the Genesal
Services are alsc paid in U.S. dollars, wherzas the salaries are established in pesetas in accardance with the
current scheme of the United Nations for Madrid, Therefore, United States dollars bad to be purchased an the
local market, at various rates of exchange, and accounted for sccording to the official USE/Pta. exchapge rate
established by the United Nations on the first of each month.

Ag regards the dedication of the member countries to ICCAT's work, it should be noted that such
dedication cunnot be considered satisfactory for the majority of the Contracting Parties. The information
reflected 1o this Report indicates that the financial status of the Commission has deteriorated considerzbly with
respect to the previons Fiscal Year. As a resnit, it has become maore and more difficult to comply with the
inslructions given by the Contracting Parties, when the majority of these Parties do not comply in a timely and
responsible manner with their financial obligations to the Commission. The unforeseen and irregular receipt of
the contritutions of the Contracting Parties considerably hampers the efficient administration of the
Commission’s financiaj resonrces. As repards their priorities, it must be recopnized that, for some time now,
the full and responsible participetion in ICCAT dues not seem to be a high pricrity matter for the majority of
the current Contracting Parties. For example, by early July this year, the Secrotariat had received the
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contributions of seven member countries, which represented only 36% of the budget adopted, when in
m.cord:mce 'mth Arm:la X, pamgmph 4, of the Convention, all the conmhunons should be paid easly in the
yer, Bl..sudes. as early December, 1993, only nine Contracnng Parties had paid their 1995 contributions, which
signifies that budgetary income was reduced to 64.4% of the approved hudget. Just prior to clasing Fiscal Year
1955, contributions were received from Céte d'Ivoire and France, which minimally impraved the state of the
Working Capital Fund, At any rate, if these contributions had been raceived earlier, it would have been possible
to reach other budgetary objectives for 1995, :

Cnnqequently, in order to mamtam m.unmum activities of the Commission it haa been nece:;bary to Hse t};e
major part of the available in the Working Capital Fund, including extra-budgetary income, The balance.
available in this Fund at the close of Fiscal Year 1995 amounted to 18,148,848 pesetas, whlqh is equivalent It‘q
the 12.3 % of the budgst approved for 1995. Therefore, it is absolutely essential that the Contracting Parties
pay s eurly as possible mext vear, not only any pending contributions, but also their 1996 contributions.
Otherwise, as o precautionary measure, it will be necessary to replenish the Working Capital Fund by means
of extra-budgetary contributicns from the Contracting Parties, in accordance with that indicated in Rule 7 of the
Finuncial Regulations, in order to maintain the level of this Fund at approximately L5% of the total annual
budget. . .

On the other ha.mi since caly B of the mini minimum requlred 18 Contracting Parties (three-fourthb of the
current 23 members) including all those classified as developed countries with & markat economy, have
proceeded to accept or ratify the Madrid Protocol adopted-in June, 1392, this possible road to a solution to
finance the budget did not coma ahout in 1995. According to that Protacol, in order for the new contribution
scheme to be applied to finance the 1996 budgeat, the Protocol should have entered into force during 19935,

During 1595, a line of credit was not apared, according to the terms of the authorization given by the
Commisgien at its Eighth Special Meeting (Madrid, Novewber 1992), and which was ratified and extended at
its Thirteenth Regular Meeting (Madrid, November 1993), since due to the reduction of expenses and to the
receipt of some extra-budgetary funds, it was not considered absolutely necessary to resort to a bank loen.
Moreover, there would have been some difficultivs as regards the provision for the guarantee of such a loan.
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STATEMENT 1
GENERAL BALANCE (AT CLOSE OF TISCAL YEAR 1994} (PESETAS)

. ASSETS ' LIABILITIES
Available: L Pts. Pts.
Acquired holdings (net) 5,552,836
-~ Banco Exterior de Espana:
Ckg. Acct. 030-17272.60-A (Pts.) 793,597 Guaranty deposit 81,564
Ckg. Acct. 030-17329.75-F (Conv. Pis.) 884,771
Time deposit (Conv. Pts.} N 25,000,000 Available in the Working Capital Fund 29,791,056
Ckg. Acct. 030-31279.43-E (UJSS3) $31,222.89 4,058,976
-~ Bankinter: Available in Albacore Research Program Funds 1,482,518
- Ckg. Acct. 16.10096.2 (Pts.) 2,790,133
Ckg. Acct. 15.030009.7 (US$) $743.89 96,706 Available in Biilfish Trust Fund 7,222,002
- Cash on hand (Pts.) 30,916
Advances on {uture contributions 2,501,525
Total Available (Pts.) $31,566.78 33,775,099 Accumulated pending contribiitions 128,803,065

(Exchange rate: 1US§ = 130 Pts.)

Available in Trust Fund:

-- Billfish
Ckg. Acct. 030-31555.90-B (US§) $25,553.86 3,322,002
- Time deposit (US§) $30,000.00 3,900,000 -
$55,553.86 7,222,002
Receivables:
QOverdue contributions 128,803,065
Fixed Assets:
Acquired before 1994 33,546,484
Acquired during 1994 1,006,942 .
Retired during 1994 (19,191,339)
Total Fixed Assets, in use 15,362,087
Accumulated depreciation (9,809,251)
Fixed Assets (net) ' ' 5,352,836
Guaranty deposit ‘ i 81,564

TOTAL ASSETS . , 175,434,566 TOTAL LIABILITIES 175,434,566



STATEMENT 2

GENERAL BALANCE (AT CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1995) (PESETAS)

ASSETS . . LIABILITIES
Available: Pts. Pis.
-- Banco Exterior de Espana: Acquired holdings (net) 7,371,345
- Ckg. Acct. 030-17272.60-A (Pts.) 1,116,250 Guaranty deposit 61,564
Ckg. Acct. 030-17329.75-F (Conv. Pts.) ’ 19,215,486
" Ckg. Acct. 030-31279.43-E (US§) $26,316.73 3,236,958 Available in the Working Capital Fund 18,148,848
-- Barclays -
Ckg. Acct. 21001466 (Pts.) 351,028 Available in Albacore Research Program Fonds 1,482,518
Ckg. Acct. 41002088 (LISS) $6,074.15 747,120
Cash on hand (Pts.) " 50,916 Available in Billfish Trust Fund 1,984,909
Advances on future contributions . 5,086,392
Total Available (Pts.) $32,390.88 24,717,758
{Exchange rate: 1TUSE =23 Pis.) Accumulated pending contributions 158,983,988
Available in Billfish Trust Fund:
Ckg. Acct, 030-31555.90-B (US$) $16,137.47 1,984,909
Receivables:
Overdue contributions 158,983,988
Fixed Assets: v e
Acquired before 1995 15,362,087
Acquired during 1995 3,139,622
Retiréd during 1995 0
Total Fixed Assets, in use 18,501,709
Accumulated depreciation’ P (11,124,364)
Fixed Assets (net) 7,377,345
Guaranty deposit 61,564

TOTAL ASSETS | S 193125564 TOTAL LIABILITIES - 193,125,564




TABLE 1. STATUS OF MEMBER COUNTRY CONTRIBUTIONS (PESETAS) (at the close of Fiscal Year 1995)

Past due at 1995 Contributions paid Contributions paid Balance due
the start of Member country in 1995 or a pplied in 1995 towards at the close of

Country ' Fiscal Year 1995 contributions to the 1995 Budget previous budgets Fiscal Year 1995

A) Regular Commission Budgel 0 0
Angola 2,610,077 2,918,026 0 0 5,528,103
Brasil 1,119,117 6,810,677 6,810,677 1,119,117 ' 0
Canada 0 3,852,985 3,852,085 0 0
Cap Verlt - 11,891,175 2,371,227 0 o 14,262,402
Cote d'Ivoire 1,139,922 2,990,641 2,990,641 1,139,922 0 (2)
Espana 0 37,542,265 37,542,265 0 0
France 0 18,454,675 18,454,675 0 0
Gabon 2,809,502 1,815,256 0 0 4,624,758
Ghana 50,301,274 7,183,370 0 0 37,484,644
Guinea Ecuatorial 4,895,431 957,192 0 0 5,852,623
Guinea (Rep. of) 2,455,541 907,628 0 g 3,363,169
Japan 0 12,241,731 12,241,731 0 03
Korea ] 3,896,177 3,896,177 0 0
Maroc 2,000 3,356,176 0 0 3,358,176
Portugal 0 8,236,183 38,236,183 0 0
Russia 0 3,123,899 3,123,869 0 0
Sac Tome & Principe 5,055 1,891,585 0 0 1,896,640
South Africa . 0 2,324,212 2,324,212 0 o
United States e 16,776,171 16,776,171 0 o
Uruguay 580,806 961,299 0 0 1,942,105
Venezuela 23,568,816 8,669,627 0 889,666 31,348,777
Sub-total (A) 101,778,716 147,281,002 116,249,616 3,148,705 129,661,397

B) New members:
United Kingdom 0 1,823,894 0 0 1,823,804 (4)
Libya 0 474,348 ] 0 474,348 (4)
Sub-total (B) 0 2,208,242 0 0 2,298,242

C) Withdrawals:
Benin (Eff: 31-Dec-94) 3,403,961 0 0 0 8,403,961
Cuba (Eff: 31-Dec-91) 11,034,300 0 0 0 11,034,300
Sencgal (Eff: 31- Dcc—SS) 7,586,088 0 0 0 7,586,088
Sub-total (C) o 27,024,349 0 - 0 0 27,024,349
TOTAL (A+B+C): 128,803,065 149,579,244 116,249,616 3,148,705 158,983,988

M
@)
3
“

The advance from Brazil at the close of Fiscal Year 1995 (1,548,270 Pis.) will be applied towards {uture contributions of Brazil..
The advance from Cate d'lvoire at'the close of Fiscal Year 1995 (3,538,122 Pts ) will be applied towards future contributions of Cote d'Ivaire.
The advanee from Japan (2,501,525 Pts.} received 1994 was applied as partial payment towards the 1993 contribution,

Extra-budgetary contributions from the United Kingdom and Libya, as new Commission members during the second half of 1995.



TABLE 2. LIQUIDATION-OF BﬁDGETARY & EXTRA-BUDGETARY EXPENDITURES (PESETAS) (at the close of Fiscal Year 1995)

Expenditures
1995 at the close of
Chapters Budger Fiscal Year 1995
L. Amount budgeted & budgetary ex_i:énditures:
Chapter 1. - : Salaries 79,500,000 78,039,585
Chapter 2.  Travel 4,316,000 4,184,715
Chapter3. Commission. Meeting .. - 6,193,000 6,814,023
Chapier4.  Publications ' 3,647,000 3,277,309
Chapter 5. Office Equipment 850,000 815,274
Chapter 6.  Operating Expenses 11,394,000 10,832,960
Chapter7.  Miscellaneous ' =-1,395,000 718,290 -
Sub-total Chapters 1-7 107,295,000 104,682,156
Chapter 8. Statistics and Research: - ‘
' BA Salaries 18,079,000 18,207,536
8B Travel to improve statistics 1,239,000 648,082
8C Port Sampling 1,823,000 0
8D Biostatistical Work 2,508,000 2,467,756
8E Computer Equipment 1,823,000 1,819,809
8F Data Processing 4,584,000 2,515,322
8G Scientific Meetings (including SCRS) 7,060,000 6,078,211
8H Miscellaneous 668,000 0
8I Albacore Research Program 0 0
Sub-total Chapter 8 37,784,000 31,736,716
Chapter 9.  Contingencies 2,202,000 916,876
2. Extra-budgetary expenditures:
Bari Symposium Meeting , - 1,474,308
Difference in currency exchange — 347,343
' TOTALBUDGET AND EXPENDITURES .- . - 147,281,000 - - - -:- 139,157,399




TABLE 3. BUDGETARY & EXTRA-BUDGETARY INCOME RECEIVED (PESETAS) (at the close of Fiscal Year 1995)

1.1 Contributions received in 1995 towards the 1995 Buodget:

Brasil {28 Feb 1995)
Canada (10 Mar 19953)
Cote d’Ivoire {18 Dec 1995)
Espana (06 Jul 1993)

France {31 Dec 1995}
Japan {27 Mar 15953)
Karea (10 Jul 1995)

Portugal (30 May 1995)
Russia (16 May 1955)
South Africa (16 May 1995)
United States (01 Mar 1995)

1.2 Contiributions received in 1995 towards previous budgets:

Brasi} (28 Feb 1993)
Cote d'ivoire (18 Dec 1995)
Venezuela (25 Jan 1995)

6,810,677
3,852,985
2,990,641

37,542,265

18,454,675
9,740,206
3,896,177
8,236,183
3,123,899
2,324,212

16,776,171

1,119,117
1,139,922
889,666

1.3 Other income (extra-budgetary) was received in 1995 from:

" Voluntary Contributions:

14

-- Observers at 1995 ICCAT meetings (Iceland,
(Mauritania, Sweden, CARICOM, EC) _

- Taiwan Deep Sea Tuna Boatowners & Export. Assoc.

Bank interest '

Refund from VAT

Reimbursement for publications

Billfish Program-towards Secretariat operating expenses

Refund of security fees

Difference cxchange rate (past coniributions)

European Union {towards Bari Symposium Meeting)

Advances on future contributions (received in 1995):

1,228,155
1,845,000

3,073,155
887,950
1,309,188
599,201
302,500
20,000
295,821
1,629,055

Brasil
Cote d’Ivoire

(28 Feb 1995)

(18 Dec 1995)

1,548,270
3,538,122

113,748,091

3,148,705

8,116,870

5,086,392

TOTAL INCOME RECEIVED IN 1995:

130,100,058




TABLE 4. COMPOSITION & BALANCE OF THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND (PESETAS) (Fiscal Year 1995)

Avnilnble i.n the Working Capital Fund (at the start of Fiscal Year 1995) 29,791,056
Deposits: 7 ‘
Contributions paid in 1995 towards previous budgets 3,148,705
Other income (exlrafbudgetary) received in 1995 " 8,116,870 ‘11,265,575
; 41,056,631
Less:
Difference between contributions paid in 1995, or in advance,
and applied towards the 1595 Budget (116,249,616 Ptas.)
‘and budgetary (Chapters 1-9) and extra-budpgetary expenditures
(139,157,399 Pts.) (22,907,783)
AVAILABLE IN THE WORKING CAPITAL FUND (at the close of Fiscal Year 1995) 18,148,848




TABLE §. SUMMARY OF PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS & THEIR ORIGIN, BY YEAR, AT THE CLOSE OF FISCAL YEAR 1995 (PESETAS)

PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS ORIGIN OF THE DEBT

Angola 5,528,103 a) from 1988 and before 27,998,385
Cape Verde : 14,262,402 b) from 1989 8,894,100
Gabon 4,624,758 c) from 1990 9,768,100
Ghana o e 57,484,644 d) from 1991 12,818,000
Guinea Ecuatorial 5,852,623 e) from 1992 19,447,571
Guinea (Rep. of) 3,363,169 fy from 1993 21,572,973
Libya 474,348 () g) from 1994 25,155,231
Maroc 3,358,176 h) from 1993 33,329,628
Sao Tome & Principe 1,896,640
United Kingdom 1,823,894 (1)
Uruguay 1,942,105
Venezuela 31,348,777
Benin 8,403,961 (@)
Cuba 11,034,300 (2)
Senegal 7,986,088 (2}

TOTAL PENDING CONTRIBUTIONS 158,983,988 (4) TOTAL PENDING DEBT 158,983,988

(1) Extra-budpetary contributions from the United Kingdom and Libya, as new Commission members during the second half of 1995.
{2) Debts corresponding Lo Benin, Cuba and Senegal'when they withdrew from the Commission effective Dec. 31, 1994, 1991 and 1998, respectively.



TABLE 6. CASH FLOW (DURING FISCAL YEAR 1995) (PESETAS)

INCOME & ORIGIN

EXPENSES & APPLICATION

Balance in Cash and Bank (at the start of Fiscal Year 1995) 33,775,099 Expenditures to the close of Fiscal Year 1995
(Chapters 1-9) & extra-budgetary expenditures 139,157,399
income:
Contributions paid in 1995 towards Available in the Working Capital Fund 18,148,848
the 1995 Budget 113,748,091
Contributions, paid in 1995, towards
previous budgets 3,148,705 Available in the Albacore Research Program 1,482,518
Other income (extra-budgetary), received
in 1995 o '_ _ 8,116,870
Advanét':s‘ on future contributions, received ‘ Sl . - Total advances on future cdﬁﬁibutions, reccivéa '
in 1995 (Brasil, Cote d’Ivoire) _ 5,086,392 130,100,058 in 1995 5,086,392
TOTAL INCOME & ORIGIN 163,875,157 TOTAL EXPENSES & APPLICATION 163,875,157



TABLE 7. STATUS OI' CASH & BANK (at the close of Fiscal Year 1995) (PESETAS)

SUMMARY BREAKDOWN
Balance in Cash and Bank 24,717,758 Available in the Working Capital Fund 18,148,848
Available in Albacore Research Program Funds 1,482,518
Advances on future contributions {Brasil,
Cote d’Ivoire) 5,086,392
TOTAL CASH IN CASH & BANK 24,717,758 TOTAL AVAILABLE & ADVANCES 24,717,758




5TATS. & COORD. OF RESEARCH

REPORT ON STATISTICS

AND COORDINATION OF RESEARCH IN 1995
(COM-SCRS/95/12)"

I. REVIEW OF NATIONAL STATISTICS
1.1 Data collection and sampling

Tables showing the progress made by the Sceretariat in the collection of 1994 statistics of Task T and Task 11
" data, as submitted by the national offices, were presented at the mesting, It was also noted that the table format had
been changed somewhat to show the real sitnation more clearly.

As noted below, the data have nat been presented to the Secretariat in a timely manner. Given that the SCRS
meeting was held earlier this year than in previous vears, the delay in the submission of data has made it impossible
to compile even Task I catch slatistics in hme, The continued late submission of data will render futile the t:fft-rts of
the Secretariat to compile the data hefore the SCRS meetings in future.

Although it was decided at the 1994 SCRS meetinp that any changes to past statistical data must be justified and
well docomented, many national offices have continned to submit undocumented changes to historic data during 1993,

a) Task [ data {total nominal catches)

At fhe time of writing this report (Septembear 30, 1995), the following member countries sl had nat submitted
1994 Task I data; Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guiner, FIS {Tropical), Gabor, Guinea Republic, Japan,
Portugal {Azores), Sao Toms & Principe, Urnguay, and Venezuela, Provisionsl nominai catch figures bave been taken
from the cetch and canning data submitted by Gabor, Uruguey and Venezuela.. Datn wers also missing from many
of the non-member countries which normally submit catch statistics to ICCAT, including Greece {except swordfish),
Italy {except swordfish}, Senegal, Teiwan, Tunisiz and Turkey.

&) Task I caich and effort daia

Data for 1994 were still not available (as of September 30, 1995) from the following member countries: Cape
Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, France {except albacore), Gabon, Guinea' Republic, Japan, Merocco,
Partugal (Azores- except swordfish), Russis, Sao Tomé & Principe, Uruguay, and Venezuela; and from the following
non-member countries: Greece (except swordfish), Treland, Ttaly (except swordfish), Sensgal, Taiwan, Tunisia, Turkey
and the United Kinpdom.

¢) Task II size data

Data for 1994 had not been submitted {as of Sepiember 30, 1995) by the following member countries: Angola,
Cape Vende, Cote d'Ivoire, Equatorial Guines, Gabon, Guinea Republic, Japan, Korea, Moroceo, Portugal-Azares
and mainland, S5ac Tomé & Principe, South Africa, Untguay, and Venezuela, The only size data received from non-
member countries were data for swordfish from Greece, ltaly and Tunisia and albacare from Namibia.
1.2 Tmprovements and pending difficulties .
a) Major improvements mode in 1995

Progress has been made in the improvement of Mediterranean statistics as discussed in section 3.1,

" The Repon preseated o1 the 1995 Commiission Meeting was adited, but nal updated.
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b) Pending difficulries

b-1) Catch-at-size date

The timeliness of submission of data kas aiways been a problem. For sxample, the Secretariat updated the catch
at size for Mediterranean swordfish well before the Second Meeting of the Ad-Hoe GFCM/ICCAT Joint Warking
Group on Stocks of Large Pelapic Fishes, using the data available at that time, However, much aof the catch at size
thus created had to be replaced with new data which became aveilable immediately before ar duning the meeting.
Some of the major size data did not become evailable until the fifth day of the meeting. This problem makes it
increasingly difficult for the Secretariat to produce reliable statisties. .

.. Although it is the responsibility of sach country to submit catch-at-size data, only Canada, Japan, Spain, the U.S.

and Tuaiwan bave been carrying out t]:us task. Therefore, for the rest of the countries, the Secretariat has to find
' mﬂtchmg dute, and substitute and raise the size data. This could lead to unreliable statistics &g the Secretariat dobb oot
have the required detailed information on the fisheries and substitutions rmay be erroneous.

b-2) Lack of detniled catch-and-effort data . o .

The Ad-Hoe GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelapic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea
.resolved many of the problems concerning swordfish in the Mediterranean. However, much of the date did not become
available to the Group until after. the meeting had started, and some were nat presented until the ﬁfth day of the
meeting. This problem was not limited to swordfish, but was common to all other species. The tu:ualy submission of
daty is eysential for future effective research, Aguin, standardization of the data showld be carmied out by the national
scientists, who are most familiar with the fisheries.

., b-3) Lack of size data

Proper size data are still laclung for some rrf ﬂ:e ma_]nr ﬁshe.nes particelarly for recent years (as indicated in
Section 1.1 of this Repart], necessitating the use of suhsututed size data to update the vatch st size for stock
assessments. Although major improvements have baen made.on the Mediterranean data base, the lack of size ‘data for
many fisheries is still patable, In some cases, the Secretariat is aware that the data have been collected, but the
national offices have failed to transmit them to ICCAT,

2. SECRETARIAT'S STATISTICAL WORK IN 1995

2.1 Data processing and hibs.'t‘a.tis_t,i(;.rrl.wnrk' _ '
a) Routine wark | o |

Foutine work included entering, verifying and processing all the catch, catch and effort und bivlogical data,
updating the data catalogue and tagping file for receat years, and preparing and providing data files for smentrsts who
requested specific data, The data processing for all the ICCAT statistical puhlications was alsa carried out.

: ., 'The Secretariat ;rlsu proi&éled technical, statistical, and secretarial Supi:lu_rt during all the meetings related to the
SCRS (in the inter-sessional period and during the SCRS meeting) which included the following:

- prepuring catch tables

-- preparing data catalogues

— writing various reports on the status of statistics, data base, ete.

— preparing catch, catch and effort and size data bases and updating them during the sessions
- creating catch-at-size bases using snbstitutions and raising

-~ preparing catch-at-ape data

~ providipg computer support during the meetings

— preparing cateh and effort indices

— preparing graphics and tables for the meeting reporis

— checlang the results of analyses after the sessions, and editing the reports

40



STATS. & COORD, OF RESEARCH .

Ag this i a biennial budget year, the Secretarist requested the official submission of catch and canning statisties,
based on which the country contributions for the biennial budget are calculated. These official figures have been cross
checked with Task T datz and much of the catch and canning figures had to be estimated, as some of the national
offices did not submit the data requested.

b} Coordination of the Program of Enhanced Research for Billfish

" The Secretariat, in colluberation” with the Coordinators of this rescarch program, was involved in the -
coardination, administration of funds, and preparation of data for reseurch activities. ‘

The Secretariat has exhausted its stock of bilifish tags and tagping kits, and funds for replacement stock have oot
yet been authorized by the Program Coordinators. Thezefore, all the requests from national scientists for billfish tags
have been forwarded to the West Atlantic Billfish Coordinater.

c) The 1995 tuna tagging lottery (for 1ag recoveries reported in 1994)

Details ars reported in the Administrative Report.

2.2 Port sampling program

Virtually no sampling has bsen carried out in the Canary Islands and St. Maarten this year, dus to the changs
in the operational pattern of Oriental longliners. Some consideration is being given to the initiation of i mvest:gahun
of landings in the Canary Islands by various vessels operating under flags of convenience which fish bluefin tuna in
Mediterranean waters, The results of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program made available by Japan
will bz very useful for such investigation, zs it can be seen from these documents which vessels under which flags
have vnloxded at ports in the Canary Islands. ' '

2.3 Secretariat data management policy
a) Facilities

All the computer equipmeat purchased since the 1994 SCRS meeting are listed under Section 3.4 of this Report,

The up-dating of the PC's and related equipruent allows the staff of the Secretariat to use more recent software,
and has incrensed efficiency. Also, the quality of the publications has improved notably due to the quality of the
printers purchased,

In particular, the replacement of old Micro VAX by a Digital Work Station system was & modernization that has
greatly facilitated the data procsssing. All the files have bean transferred to this new system which has much larger
memory and faster pracessing spesd than the old one. .

b) Dissemination and publication of daia

There has heen no change in the data dissemination policy. The following statigtical publications were jssued:

- Statistical Bulletin, Vol. 24 (1993)

- Data Record, Vol. 36
2.4 Other matters

There were several imporiant assigaments and recommendations made by the SCRS and the Commssion during

the 1994 meetings. The Secretariat has tuken steps to put most of these recommendatioss in effect; they are reported
under Ttem 3.
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3, REVIEW.OF THE PROGRESS MADE ON RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 5 TATTSTICS (AS CONTAINED
AN THE 1993 SCRS REPORT), AND FUTURE PLANS, .. . oo e

3.1 l'mprnvement of lﬂedlterranean stﬂhsh(‘_s

The catch, catch and effort and size data for Mediterranean swordfish were mmproved to a great extent as a result
of the Ad Hoec GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea,
which was held in Bari, Italy, in Septemhber, 1995, The catch at size was updated, up to and including 1994, and
standardized CPUE were developed for many of Italinn, Greek, Jupnnese and Spanish fisheries. Bluefin data have been
gradually updated but the unreported caiches by vessels of non-Contracting Pasties still remain a problem. .-

3 2 Un.repnrted stahshcs of nnn-Contractmg l’arhes . S . S

Some major improvements were cbserved, mainly dua ta the ICCAT Bluefin Tune Statistical Document Program.
Some countries {including Contracting Parties) have started to include binefin funa catches in their Task 1 report. The
biannual report of the results of the Blvefin Tuna Document Program submitted by Japan.was used to estimate
unreported catches of bluefin tuna. However, at present, the Task 1 catch report for 1994 is still very incomplete, and
it is too early to estimate the quantity of bluefin tuna covered by the Japanese import report that are migsing frowm the
official report of catches to ICCAT.

3.3 Collection of information on by-catches

In nocordance with recommendations made by the SCRS in 1994, a new by-catch Questionnaire was developed,
in consultation with the Coordinator. of the Working Group on By-Catch, Dr. G. Scott, and this was distributed to
all the scientists concerned. At the same time, each country was requested (o submit a summary report describingithe
shark ﬁshery ar by-catches of the tuna fishery. Very few responses had been received at the time of writing this repart
(Brazil, Canada, France, Japan, USA, Venezuels, Bermuds, Croatia, Cyprus, Malta, Mexico and Teiwan). These
responses are presented in Document SCRS/G5/7.

The Secretariat established contact with [CES and the Commission was invited to attend.the ICES "Study Group
of the Elasmobranch Fishes", Two Japanese scientists represented ICCAT, in en observer capacity, at the mesting,
which was held in Copenhagen in August. The report of one of these scientists, Dr. Nakano, is presented as
SCRS/93/11, and the meeting repost is annexed to the document.

3.4 Improvement of computer fiucilities and software .- . .

— 1 Digital Work station system (Alpha 1000 4/200), with 64 MB RAM and 4 GB hard disk, PCI card, eolar
mﬂmlur, DAT TLZO08 tape, keyboard, two Dlgxtal prmters {dot matrix), DECserver, E thernet -+ software.

- ] Compaq,"Cnntura" Notcbnok Gc:-mputer DX_HSD with 20 MB RAM and 350 MB h.ird disk, w;th an. extema.l
eolor monitor, and an externel expanded keyboard. o b e >

- 3 Campaq "Contura” Notebook computers DX2/50 with B MB RAM and 250 MB hard disk, cach with external
color monitors and keyboards. . . - .

- = 1 Fujitsu."Scan Partner Jr* scanner, 6 ppm, with.software: Textbridge, OCR, Scandall (Driver Twain, and
Kit connection SCSI).

— 2 Fujitsu "Print Partner” laser printers, 10 ppm (PCL + postseript 3 MB RAM).
- 2 Fujitsu "Print Partner” laser printers, 10 ppm (PCL + postscript 2 MB RAM).
-1 Fu_]ltsu "VM8" Jaser printer (8 ppm PCL + smet).

-- ‘7 e-xtemal madems {19.200 bps V3'J and V?ﬂ bzs) T Lo - f
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- 1 mouse for a Texas Instruments Notebook computer.

" — OPT TECH SORT software.
— "Chamelson" Internet software for electronic mail.

The recommendations made by the 1994 SCRS for 1096 computer equipment purchases will be followed. The
Secretariat, however, considers that the purchase of three "notebook " computers would bs maors appropriate than three
desk-tops {(as wis recommended by the SCRS). The notebooks prove extremely convenient, particularly since the

_ majority of the meetings are being held outside (he Secretariat.

3.5 Restructuring of the sampling strafepy for the surface fisheries

The Secreteriat renewed the contract with the Universidad Autdnoma of Medrid, to continue studies on this
subject, which started in 1994. The report is presented ug SCRS/O5/8,

3.6 Organization of ICCAT Tuna Symposium

Considerable effort was made in the organization of the ICCAT Tuna Symposium, scheduled to be held in June,
1996. The Assistant Executive Secretary is the Sceretary of the Tuna Symposium, as well e a member of the Steering
Committee. The first meeting of the Stzering Committee was held at Shimizu, Japun in Janvary, 1995, taking
advantage of the pamclpannn by some members in the FAQ Consultation on Tuna Interzctions.

A second, orgenizational meeting of the ICCAT Tuna Symposium was held in Bari, Ttaly, on September 20 snd
21, tuking advantage of attendance by many scientists at the Ad Hoe GFCM/ICCAT Jfoint Working Greap on Stocks
of Large Pelegic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea. European Union funds were made availahle for this meeting, which
were used for renting & meeting room and facilities, and for inviting 5 parficipating scientists (including one scientist
from a developing country). Document SCRS/95/20 contains the seport of this meeting and the current status of
preparatiofis,

3,7 Bluefia Year Program (BYF)

Al the inter-sessional meeting organized in March in Genoa, Ituly, the BYP was critically reviewed add madified
{(see 4.3), Some limited funding from the Commission to the Program was proposed. The report of thls twn -day
meeting was presented as Docsment SCRS/95/14,

3.8 Coordinating Working Party on Fisheries Statistics (CWP)

ICCAT hosted the 16th Session of the CWP at its Headguarters on Marck 20 to 25, 1995, This was the first
meeting since the new Statutes had been approved by the initiating members of CWP (FAQ, [CES and NAFO). The
Statutes were adopted by the current participating members. The new body is now open to all regional fisheries
agencies dealing with fishery statistics, and is not limited to the Atlantic. The report was presented as Document
SCRS§/95/23,

3.9 Tuna atlas project by FAO

The FAO had asked ICCAT to collaborate in the FAC World Tuna Atlas project. This propogal was made at
the 1594 SCRS Session and it was decided that it would be further studied at the 1395 meeting.

Since then, FAQ, who hopes to bave the Atias developed for the Mediterranenn Sex first, again requested the
collaboration of ICCAT for this initial phese of the project. The Executive Secretary responded that, in principle, the
ICCAT would collaborate as far as time and man-power permitted. Regarding the Mediterranean map, the basic data
(fundamentally Task I and Task II catch dats) were provided to FAQ,
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At present, the Secretariat is trying, in consultation with the FAD, to identify the sxact nature of the dala, time-
periods and strata 1o be worked on, sa that an evaluation of the work ‘foed cdn be made, should tiie ICCAT agree to
do any further work on this project,

3.10 Separations of eatches by high seas and EEZ

' This matter was discussed at thé 1594 SCRS Session and it was decided that the ICCAT propase that FAD
piovide an stlas showing the existing EEZs. After cnrrespnndence ‘hetween ICCAT aind FAO, ICCAT sent a
dipitalized map {by 1° x 1" area) af the ICCAT" Convention Area. FAQ intends to code sach ‘aréa as EEZ and/or i 13
seas, When this type of digitalized map becames available, it is expected that at least the Task II catch data ¢an be
2asily separated bebween these two zone types.

4. MEETINGS

The inter-sessional meetings relative to SCRS activities included:

4.1 Second Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes in the
Mediterranean Sea

This meeting was held from September 13 to 19, 1995, at the invitation of the University of Bari, Italy, and was
puttly funded by the EU. The objective of the mesting was fo update the swordfish data Base and to develop
standzrdized CPUE for Megiterrnesn swordfish in vrder to commence the stock asssssments. As reported under
Section 3.1, the meeting was successful., After updating the catch at size to 1994 and estahiishing’ sbundance indices,

the catch at size was aged and divided into sexcs and basie VPA runs were mede. The repnrt of the mesting was
subn:mtted as Document COM-S5CRS/95/15.

4.2 Bluetin Year Program repl anning meeting
The Planning Session for the Bluefin Year Program was organized on March 13-14, 1855, in Genoa, Ttaly, at

the invitation of University of Genoa {see Section 3.7),

4.3 Coordinating Working Party on Fisheries__Statistics (SCRS\95\23)

" See Section 3.8°f this Repoit:

4.4 FAO Consultation on Tupa Interactions

Dr. P, M. Miyake was invited to participate in this meeting, held in Shimin:, Japan, from Jenwary 23 to 31,
1995 ‘His presentation at the meeting, co-suthored with Mrz. P. Kebe, was submitted to the SCRS as Dncument
SCRS/95/31.

5 Other meetings where ECCAT was represented in an observer capacity

Al several international meetings, ICCAT was represented in an observer capacity; these are reported in the
Administrative Report (COM/35/9).
5. PUBLICATIONS

" Details of the scientific publications issned in 1995 nre reported in the Administrative Report.



COMMISSION FROCEEDINGS

RECORDS OF MEETINGS

FOURTEENTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION
Madrid, November 10 - 17, 1995

FIRST PLENARY SESSION
November 13, 1895

Item 1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The Fourtzenth Regular Mesting of the Commission was held in Madrid, Spain, at the Hotel Chamartin,
from November 10 through 17, 1995 and was presided over by the Commission Chairman, Dr. A. Ribeiro Limu
(Porfugal}, who opened the First Plenary Session on Noyember 13.

Itern 2. Adoption of Agenda, arrangements for the meeting and appointment of siehsidiary bodies

2.1 Dr. A. Ferndndez, the [CCAT Exscutive Secretary, reviewed the Tentative Agenda of the Commission, and
pointed cut those items that were included in accordance with the decisions adopted by the Commission in 1994, and
those that were proposed later for inclusion, as the need arose. He briefly mentioned the documentation prepared for
this mecting by the Secretariat, and the meeting schedule.

2.2 The Delepate of Spuin proposed that the Code of Conduct on Responsible Fishing, recently adopted hy FAQ,
be discussed under [tem 10, as this issue was of equal portance as the U.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks
and Highly Migratory Fish Stacks.

2.3 The U.8. Deiegation proposed adding an item to discuss the establishment of 2 framework to create a long-
term plan for north Atlantic swordfish manapement.

2.4 The Chairman considered that the proposa] made by the Delegate of Spain could he mcluded on the
Commission Plenary Agende ander liems 10, while the item proposed by the 1.8, would be discussed by Panel 4.
With this understapding, the Commission adopted the Agenda, which is attached as Anmex 1.

2.5 The Chairman reviewed the tentetive schedule for the meeting and discnssed the mesting arrangements. He
also raferred to the numerous Commission documents nnd requested the Delegates to review these for later
discussion. The List of Commission Documents is attached as Annex 3.

ltern 3. Adoption of the Proceedings of the Ninth Special Meeting of the Commission

3.1 The Executive Secretary explained that a part of the Proceedings hed not been approved at the end of the
1994 Commission meeting, apd it bad proved difficult to adopt the Report through correspondence. Hence, ‘it had
been nescessary to add this Agenda ltem in order to adopt the Proceedings at the Fourteenth Regular Meeting. The
final propased modifications to the draft which had been circulated earlier by the Secretarist were presented at the
Session and it was felt that these could now be accepted by all the countries involved.
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3.2 The Delegate of Spain expressed agreement with the changes and moved that the Proceedings of the Ninth

Special Meeting of the Commission be adopted with these chaages. The Delegates of Japan snd France concurred
with the Spanish Delegate,

3.3 The Procsedings of the Minth Spzeial Commission Meeting, and the Rr:parts nf its auxﬂmry bad;es were
formally adopted in their entirety. ;

3.4 The Delepate of Spain cammented on the criteria for the submission of documents, and requested that when
statements, proposals or recommendations were submitted by delegations, the text be distribuled immediately, in its
original lenguage, even if only a handwritten copy wers available, The Delegate felt that this would help to avoid
misunderstanding agd would also Facilitate the work of the Secretarist, - .

3.5 The Delegate of France supported the proposal made by Spain and at the same time noted that thy members
had to trust the Secretarfat to provide accurate records of the Commission Meetings, During the Meeting, an oral
siatement by a Delegate may be presented with the technical aspects being clarified later in writing, but it would be
profereble ta buve a short, written statement avuilable in real time. The Proveedings should reflect what was said et
the Plenary Sessions and not be based cn written statements-which may be presented st a later time. That which is
to be recorded should be stated at the Plenary.

3.6 The Executive Secretary thanked the Spanish and French Delegates for their contributions and assured them
that every effort would be taken to ensure that the Proceedings sccurately reflect that ‘which was discnssed at the
me.etmgs. He also an.nounuad that all debates were now being Lape.d which mey help 4 eliminate any duub:s arising
when ‘writing the rcpom o e

3.7 The Delegate of Japan stated that his delegation would try to distribute written statements as far as pussil'}:l_fe.
in advance, but asked the delegates to understand that this may not etways be possible due to the language difficulty.
Hawever, when written statements could not be prepared in sdvance, they would be distributed later.

Item 4. Introduction of ' delegations

'’4.1 The Head Délepate of sach Contracting Party presenmt at the 1955 maeting introduced his rispective
delegation. The names and addresses of all the members of the delegations are included in the List of Participarits,
attached as Anmex 2.

Item 5. Admission of observers (non-member countries, interpovernmental organizations, and non-
gevernmental organizations)

5.1 The observers present at the 1995 Meeting, ail of whom had heen duly invited by- the Commission, were
iqtraduced and admitted in accordance with the current criteria. The h'stluf observers is also included in Apnex 2.

5.2 The statement made by the Observer fram the Caribbean Community (CARICOM] is attached as Annex §-1.

Ttem 6, Review of Commission membership _

6.1 The Executive Secretary noted that Benin had ceased to bs a Contracting Party to ICCAT as af December
31, 1994, and, referring to tha Administrative Report (COM/95/9), informed the Commission that the Secretariat
had besn unofficielly notified that the U.K. had recently deposited an imstrument of atificaticn with FAO, the
Depository of the ICCAT Convenlion. The FAG reprcsentatwa abserved that the official confirmation hnd not yet
been received but that the Cnmmjssmn wmﬂd be informed as soun as such conﬁrmnhon was received.

Ttem 7. Rhtiﬁcaﬁqn’ur acceptance of the Protocul of umM’:]:gi_ent to the Convention (adopted in Paris in 1984)
7.1 Tha Executive Secretary referred to Item 3 of the Administrative Repdrt (COM/95/8), coricérning thé dfeifiis

of the Protocol signed in Paris in 1984 to permil the accession of the European Union (EU) to ICCAT and noted that
two countries bad still ot yet ratified: Gabon and Morosco.
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7.2 The Chairman pointed out that he had done all in his power to persuade those countries which bad not yet
signed or ratified the Protacol ta do so, and wished once again to insist, ofﬁmally and publicly, that these countries
ratify the Protocol.

7.3 The EU representative expressed his appreciation for the efforis mnde by the Chairman and the Secretariat
to solve this problem and expressed regret that this matter was not yet resoived. He hoped that the 25th Anniversary
of [CCAT would be an opportunity for the EU to becoms a full .member of ICCAT, and _th_at'_t_his' would be the lnst
year that the Eurcpean Union would be attending in an observer capacity. He also pointed out that the EU had heen
contributing towards the work of ICCAT both technically and financially. He mentioned that the EU had cooperated
in the U.N. Conference oo Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and in the development of the
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fishing, and expressed the desire of the EU to continue fo contribute to the
- regulation of fisheries. He further noted thet the EUJ has 15 member countries, of which only thres were pre.sentl}'
.members of the Comn:usmun thus leaving twelve countries unrepresented.

7.4 The Delegate of Gebon informed the Commission that the Minister of State for Foreign Affnirs and
Cooperation of his country had preseated to the Council, which was adopted, a plm:l for a decrse relztivs to the
ratification of the Protocol to the International Convention for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, 51gne,d in Paris
on July 10, 1984, He atated that the managoment and conservation of fishery resources is a concern of the
internutional community, particularly for developing countries such as Gabon. He further stated that his country had
signed the Paris Protocel on July 10, 1984, and that the Natmnal Assembly bad authorized its ratification by 1aw no.
-13/88 of December 3, 19388, '

7.5 The Delegate of Moroeeo informed the Commission that every effort had been made to rutify or accept the
Paris Protocol, but that thers were administrative delays. He pointed out that he, as Commissioner, had urged his
Government to tuke prompt action, and would continus to do so. He indicated that he hoped the matter would be
resolved in 1995,

7.6 The Delegate of the United States statad that one of the major, problems facing the Commission invelved the
fishing activities of non-Contracting Parbies, and many of these countries with fisheries in the Mediferrencan are EU
members. He noted that the Commission now had a situation where the EU was avKinp to become a member, but
was being prevented from acceding, which was contrary (o the interests of ICCAT. He asked whether it would be
possible fo propose the satting of a deadline to consider the EU a member if no ohjection bad heen recewed by that
dete from Contracting Parties which had not yet ratified the Protocal.

7.7 The FAQ lepal expert understood the frustration being experienced by both the EU and the ICCAT delegates,
but regretted that the 1J.S. suggestion could not legally be put into effeot, according to paragraph 3 of Article 16 of
the Protocol.

7.8 The Chairman noted with regret that the sitvation seemed to have reached a deadlock and urped that this
issue be reselved rapidly.

7.8 The Exccnlive Secretary considered that the [).8. proposal may beve soms merit, since even though a
resolution as proposed by the U.S. would not be legally binding, such a resolution could be passed which would
imply momal commitment,

7.10 The FAO legal expert agreed that the Commission could resolve to urge rapid rdtlﬁcatmn and entrust the
Chairman to daliver this resolution ta the highest anthorities of the countries ccncemed

7.11 The Delegate of Moracco stressed that the problems in relation to Merocco were administrative and not
political, and that Morocco had no objection to the EU becomunyg a member of ICCAT, and fully supported the
proposal made by the FAQ representative,

7.12 The Chairman requested the FAQ legal expert fo drafi such a resclution.
7.13 The EU representative thanked the Chairmac for his efforls in this matter and supported the idea of

delivering the resolution to the countries which had not yet ratified the Protocal, He recoprized that the deln}' or the
part of Morocco was due to administrative rather than political canses. '
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. 7.14 Ths Executive Secretnry presented the draft Resolution on the 1984 Paris Protneol as prepared by the FAQ
Legal Expert. T . C - . . - Iy

7.15 The Delegate of Morocco considered that the text of the draft Resolution was appropriate and proposed a
minor amemlment (o the Wording of the last parﬂgraph Thls was further modified by the Chﬂlrman, wlth the
apreement of the Delegate of Momcco . U .

7.16 The Delegats of - Sauth Afn'cu poinied out that past efforts by the Chuirma.u and the Secretariat had been
made slong the same lines with-limited success apd felt +hat the wording of this new Resolution Sthﬂd be. stronger
than previouns conespuudt.nce with the countries concerned, if 3 were to be effective,

:~7.17 The Chairman stressed that this Resolution was of a djfferent pature: fmm previous measures tnken, since
it was to be presenied personally and was not just a formal letter. Futthermors, o< a treaty now existed between the
EU and Morocce, be felt more confident that this measurs would be effective. He de. not see that the propaeed
nme.ndment to-the wm’dmg wnuld render it less effective. : : -

7.18 'Ihe Delegate of South Africa agreed with the wording, but again expressed his hope that this wuuld not
be merely another admlmstmtwe procedure, but wouId genuinely express the stmngest views of the Commission.

- 7.19 The Resolutlon. with the modifications proposed by Merocco and the Chairman, was unammcusly adupted
by the Commission and is atteched as Annex 4-1. The EUl expressed its thanks ta the Commission for adopting the
Resolution unanimonsly and giving such attention to the matter.

Item 8. Rahfil:ntmn ar ul:ct:ptunl:e of the Protacol of amendment to the Convenhnn (adopted in Madnd in 1992)

B.1 The Executive Secretary refarred to Item 4 of the Administrative Report (COM/95/9), concerning the Mndnui
Protocol to amend the scheme of caloulating the member country contributions. He informed the Commission that
Korea, Canadu -and-Scuth Africa had ratified or accepted the Praotocol in 1893, Ratification or acceptance had been,
received since then from Spain; the United States, Russia and Republic of Guines. It was noted that Uruguay wWas
nleo reported to have deposited its ratification with FAQ, but that this was pendmg cunhrmauon -

8.2 The Executive Secretary reminded the Commission that :ratlﬁwnou or a[:cepumce is ncadcd from 75 % of .
the total membet countrzes. mcludmg all the countries wﬁ.h develuped market egonomies.

- e '

8 3 The Delegate of Fr&nce informed the Cummlssmn that France wou]d r&tlfy the Protccol n early 1996

8.4 The Delegate of Portugal stated that ratification had been approved hy the Portuguese authorities a.nd it was
hopied that thiz would ba dep051ted with FAQ in the nsar future. : SRS

8.5 The Delegate of Urnguay confirmed that an Tnstruments of Acceptance had been deposited with the FAU
on Otftoher 17, i995 : :

8.6 The Delegate of Japan considersd this matter to be very important for his cuuntr)', and assured the
Comm:ssmn thnt he would do his best to a.ccelemte the process.

8.7 The Delegate of Brazl informed the Comnission that the ratification had alread],' been pm:sed by the Nationsl
Cougress and hoped it would be de.posned with FAQ within a faw months.

8.8 The Chairmar concluded thscussmns cn this item and reiterated his hopa I:hat the Madrid Pmtucol wenld
be accepted or ratified by all ¢ountries in the near future, :

Ttem 9. Report of the Standing Committee ¢n Research and Statistics (SCRS)
- 39:1 Dr. Z. ‘Suzuki, Chairman of the SCRS; presentad the Report of the Standing. Qommittes on Research and
Statistics to the Commission and summarized the scientific findings. He indicated that the reporting procedure had

been changed considerably this vear to facilitate review of the research findings by the Comimissioners, as well as
to reduce the workload of the Seeretariat,
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9.2 Dr. Swruki refarred to various inter-sessional scientific meetings which the Conumission held in 1995 and
to those meetings at which ICCAT was represented (ltem 7 of the SCRS Report). Several recommendations had
arisen from these intar-cessional meetings, and were included under Apenda Item 17 of the SCRS Report.

9.3 The SCRS Chairman also commeated on the special ICCAT scientific pragrams, specifically the Enhanced
Resecarch Program for Billfish und the Bluefin Yesr Program. The Bluefin Year Program is progressing siowly since
no finds have been allocated by the Commission. He alse made some comments on the progress made in the
orgenization of the ICCAT Tuna Symposium,

9.4 The SCRS Chairman reported on the results of the agsessments carried out by {be Committee on the stocks
_af yellowfin, bigeye, skipjack, atbacore, southern bluefin and bleefin tunas, bilifishes, swordfish, and small tunas
-(Item 10 Gf the 1985 SCRS Report).

9.5 Dr. Suzuki noted that the recommendations of parlicular importance for research activities wers also included
in 8CRS Item 17, The management recommendations are given al the end of each species Executive Summary
Report.

- 9.6 The SCRE Chatrnign called the attention of Panel ! and the Infractioﬁs Committes to the recommendation
notl to inerense fishing mortality of Atlantic yellowfin tuna, and to find effective ways to reduce fishing mortahty on
smell sized yellowiin tuna (Sectmn YFT-6 of the 1995 SCRE Repost).

9.7 He called the attention of Panel 2 ta the meanagement recommendations made concerning albacore in the
north Atlantic i.¢. no increase in fisbing mortality above the 1993 level (ALB-6, SCRS Report). He nlso asked Papal
2 to give sarius consideration to the management recommendations for bluefin kuna {Section BFT-6). He noted that
the SCRS had expressed particulas concern ahout the historically high catch of east Atlantic bluefin tuna (including
Mediterranean) in 1994, and the continued taking of small fish. The scientific Committes reiterated its 1994
recommendation to reduce the level of fishing mortality, originally recommended in 1974. He indicated ibat this
measure was oot belng observed, particularly in the Mediterranean Sea. The SCRS Chairman reported that the
Commission’s recommendation in 1994 to reduce bluefin tuna catckes by 23 % from the 1993-1594 levels would not
be sufficient, given the vnexpectedly large increase in catches of esstern Atlaptic bluefin tuna during 1994, and
requested that'readnsideration be given to this recommendstion,

9.8 The SCRS Chairman referred Panel 3 to the recommendation that the cateh of southern alhacore be limited
to not mare than 90% of the average catches from 1989 to 1993 (Section ALB-6, of the 1995 SCRS Report).

-, 9.9 He called the atiention of Panel 4 Lo the scientific Committee's recommendation ta reduce bigeye calches:
to the level helow MSY, accompanied by a reduction in catches of small bigeye tuna (Section BET-6). He cauticned -
that continnous fishing at present levels, particularly of smail bigeye, would have a detrimental offect on the stack,
and stressed that the recommendations which were made in 1984 should not be ignored.

9.10 The SCRS Chairman pointed out that Panel 4 should also consider the recommendations made by the SCRS
concerning billfishes. He also noted that Atlantic blue marlin, white marlin and west Atlantic sailfish stocks have
probably been over-exploited and ooe approach to redocing mortality would be to release these species eanght live
by longline {Sections BUM-6, WHM-6 and SAI-G of the 1995 S8CRS Report) : ’

9.11 Dr. Suzuki further mentioned that Panel 4 should refer to the 8CRS findings on swordfish stocks. The
SCRS recommended a substamtizl reduction in catches of juvenile swordfish in the Mediterranean and no further
increase in swordfish fishing effort (SWO-MED-8) and that jo rebuild the north Atlantic swordfish stock, both fishing
mortality rates and catch must be considerably reduced in the immediate future. The SCRS cautioned that the
reductions of swordfish catch and effort based on the 1990 and 1994 recomrnendations have not oceurred at the
overall level required o allow the stock to increase. The SCRS recommended that effective management measures
he implemented throughout the Atlantic and that the catch in the south Atlantic not be aliowed to increase beyond
the levels referred to as "recent” by Panel 4 at its 1992 meating {Section SWO-4c of the 1995 SCRS Report).

9.12 Dr. Sumki requested that the Standing Committee or Finance and Administration {(STACFAD) give due
attention to those recommendations made by the scientific Committee which required fumding, in particular, the
recommendations in the Report under Agenda Item 17 concerning several inter-sessicnal meetings, (o the pmposed
Tuna Symposmm in 1596 and io revision of the Bluefin Year Program.
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9.13 The SCRS Chairman nated that the Sub-Committee on Statistics had also mst during the SCRS Meeting,
with Dr. 5. Tumer (J.8.A.) as Copvener. He also usked the Commission to carefully consider those
recommerndations in the report of the Sub-Committee on Statistics (Appendix 9 to the SCRS Report) refative to the
hiring of u biostatistician and the proposed plan regarding Sacretariat computer facilities, which requires funding by
the Commission, :

_ 9.14 The SCRS Cheirman further informed the Commission that the Suh- Cnmmmaa on Env:mnmant had met
diiring the 1995 SCRS Mesting, with Mr. J. Pereira (Portugal) as Convener, and that its report and recommendations
are included as Appendix 8 to the SCRS Report.

9.15 The SCRS Chairman explained that several meetings had heen propased for the fortheoming inter-sessicnal
period, including: (1) a Joint mesting of the SCRS Bluefin Species Group and the Ad-Hoe GFCM/ICCAT Joint
Working Group on Stocks of Large Pelagic Fishes in the Mediterranean Sea, to vpdate the bluefin data base and
diseuss the methodology to be used in stock assessments of east and west Atlantic bluefin stocks, including the mixing
possibility in the methodology; (2) a meeting of the Shark Working Group of the Suh-Committes on By-catches;- (3)
Swardfish Stock Assessment Session; (4) BYP Larval Survey meeting; (5) Billfish Workshop; (6) Albacore Stock
Assessment Session; (7) Bluefin Stock Assessment Session, which should be held at least one month after the Ad Hoc
GFCM/ICCAT Joint Working Group; and (8) ICCAT Tuna Symposium.

9.16 He Dr. Suzuki considered these meetings to have the following priority: (First): all the mestings related
to bluefin tuna, including the Ad Hoc GFCM/ICCAT Jaint Working Group, and the mecting of the Shark Working
Group; (Second): the Swordfish Stock Assessment Session, the Billfish Workshop, and the BYP Larval Survey
meeting; (Third): the Albacore Stock Assessment Sessicn; and {Fourth): tha ICCAT Tuna Symposium. He noted that
these priorities were not based on order of importance, bul on the urgency of the meeting itself.

§.17 The Chairman stressed the importance of these jnter-sessional mestings and asked the Exscutive Secretary
to secure adequate finding ta hold these meetings, including budgetary allocation for Secretariat staif to organize and
Partlclpnte in these meetings.

B.18 The SCRS Cha:lrman and all t.ha scientists who participated in the 1995 maatmgs and research activities.
were commended for the high quality of the research carried out on behalf of the Commission. -

9,19 In response to the SCRS Chairman’s sequest for comments on the new reporting system for the SCRS
Report, several delegations cxpressed lha.t the new system represeated a major improvement ard provided the
Commissianers with a clear and concise report that was easy to understand, even for those without u scientific
background, and that the new system greatly facilitsted the Commissioners’ work.

' '3.20 While expressing support for the new scheme, the Delegate of Portugal asked whether a summary section,
for all species combined might be nseful, as it could also show the overail catches, The Delepate of Spain sugpested
an improvement in the quality of the praphics, specifically regarding their size, The TDelegate of Spain also requested
that the tablcs specify the gears included in the "others” category.

9.21 The Del:,gata, of Spain questioned the reasonmg behind assigaing top priority to the Shark Working Group,
Meeting in 1996, dince the recommendation to collest data on by-catches is very recent.

. 5.22 The SCRS Chairman recognized fhat data oo by-catches are madequate, and explained that this issue was
pnmcularly delicate since the CITES Animal Committee wonld be mesting in the first semester of 1996. The Shark
Workmg Group Meetmg waould give the SCRS time to work on the data on by-catches in preparation for this meeting.
It is 1mportant that ICCAT prepare a tésponse to the request made by CITES. He ulso stressed the importance of |
ICCAT 5 giving due atr.entmn to environmentally related species.

9.23 The Delegate of Cankda commenderd the excellent quality and the conciseness of the 1995 SCRS Report .
to ‘the "Comm_is'si'oners._ He also suggested that since the Commissioners now received the SCRS Report well in-
advance of the Commission meeting for their study, that the SCRS Chairman might summarize his oral presentation
to the Commission Plenary, by stressing only the key points of the biology, outlock and advice for menagement
measnses for each species. The Delegate of Canada sugpested that the SCRS be as forceful as pessible in providing
advice to the Cofimission as repards pointing out the research work that needs to be done and the consequences of
such work not being carried out. :
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9,24 The Da]egaté of France also commended the new SCRS reporting format, and recommended that there be
two pages of graphics instesd of one, so that the maps on catch distribution could he enimged He stressed that the -
SCRS should provide research advice as well as management advice. ‘

0.23 The 11.8. Delegate joined in congratulating the SCRS on the preparation of such a concise report. He
particularly eppreciated the inclusion of the "Definition of Technical Terms” in the 1995 SCRS Report. He: also
agreed with other delegations that the SCRS Chairman’s oral presentstion to the Commission should be as
summarized as passible, with the use of visual aids to highlight ihe most impertant parts of the species sections, He -
also supgested that the Report specifically highlight those stocks which are in danger, so that-the Comn:ussmn can -
focus its attention on them. -

9.26 The Executive Secretary referred to the financing of the 1996 inter-sessional meetings and noted that the
proposed budget circulated by the Secretariat inchided funding for only three meetings, i.e., the Shark Working
Group Meeting iz Miami, The Swordfish Stock Assessment Session in Halifax and the BYP Larval Survey Meating
in Ttaly. He indicated that additional funds will be needed for [CCAT participation in the albacore, billfish and
GFCM/ICCAT meetings, which are scheduled to be held outside the ICCAT Headquarters, and that this additional
budget might amount to shout JS§ 11,000.

9.27 The Commission Chairman and several delepations alzo commended the SCRS Cheirman for his excellent
presentation of the 1995 SCRS findings and recommendations.

9.28 The SCRS Cheirman reiterated his appreciation to the scieatific Committes for the productive research work
carried out in the last yeur, aod his congratuletions to the Chairman’s Advisory Committes, particularly Dr. Julie
Porter (Canadg) the Coardinator of this Committes and Drs. Powers and Restrepo (U.5.A.), for their dedication and
efficient work in developing 4 new SCRS reporting systemn. Dr. Suzuki also thanked the Commissioners for their
continued support of the wark of the SCRS.

10. U.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks and the FAQ Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fishing

10.1 The ICCAT Executive Secretary referred the Commission to document COM-SCRS/95/17, which includes
a sopy of the "Draft Final Act" and the Agresment adopled by the U.N. Conference. He pointed out that a special
session was scheduvled for December 4, 1933, to formally adopt the Final Act and to verify the coberency of all the
afficial language versions. He indicated that om the same day, the Apreement will be opea to signatore. Dr.
Femdndez reviewed the highlights of this important Canference and its relevance to TCCAT's work in the
conservation and management of the highly migratory specias under its mandate.

10.2 The Delegate of Canzde asked the Executive Secretary and the SCRS Chairman ta what degree the
principles of the U.N. Agreement had been taken into acoount in the SCRS scivntific advice buing prepared this year,
and how it will be taken into accounl in future years, in terms of influencing the advice of SCRS,

10.3 The SCRS Chairman responded that the scientific Committea's manapement advice this year penerally
follows the principles of the U.N. Agreement, cspecialty the precantionary approach, but he stressed the importance
of differentiating between applying the precautionary principle and the approaches utilized to achieve this end. He
indicated that & mechanical application of the precautionary principles should be avoided, as it could lead to drastic
MEASUTES,

10.4 The Delegate of Spain, whose country cuarrently holds the Presidency of the EU, indicated that at the
October mesting of the Fisheries Council, the adoption of the U.N. Agresment was favorably received by the
Community and its Member States, and stressed the importance of signing the Avreement an December 4. Spain
regrefted that the final text of the Code of Corduct for Responsibie Fishing could not be ready prior to the
Commission Meeting, since ICCAT would have heen a good focum from which to start the diffusion of this impartant
Code. Spain requested the Secretariat to {acilitate the dissemination of the Code of Conduct once the finai text is
received from FAQ.

10.5 The Delegate of the United States expressed enthusiastn for the new U.N. Apgreement, ciling it as ths most

important agreement to [CCAT since the adoption of the Convention oz the Law of the Sea in 1982. The .8,
Delegate also encouraged the I[CCAT Contracting Pacties 1o sign the Agreement, as it will ratify the importance,
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authority and power of ICCAT to deal with highly migratory species in the Atlantic Ocean. The U.N. Agrcement
wil{ require all parties fishing tuna or tunatlike species in the Atlantic to joint ICCAT as full members or to take
affirmative-action to comiply with thest menagement recommendations. The U.S. drafted a pmpo&.dl regarding the
implementation of the U.N. Agreement (atlached as Annex 5.2).

10.6 The Delegute of Japan supported the explanation provided by the SCRS Chairman regarding the
differentiation between the precautionary pn.nc,lple and the preceutionary approach. Japan fully supported Spain a5
rcgurds the importance of the Code of Conduct since it has been concluded. He indicated thét Japan endorsed the
signing of the U.N. Agreement, even thongh they may not be able to sign the U.N. Agracment an December 4. The
Délegate of Japan also bekieved that the ICCAT's function within the TU.N. Apreement nesded furthar study und
discussion,
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Ttem 4. (Continued)

6.2 The Executive Secretary announced that official confirmation hed bean received that the instrument of
accession of the United Kingdom (U.K.) hed been depasited with the Director General of the FAOQ on November 10,
1895, and the U.K. was therefore a full member of ICCAT. The U. X, had also deposited an instrument of acceptacce
of the Paris Protocol on the same date.

6.3 The Chairmsn welcomed the U.K. as a member and was pleased to note their ratification of the Paris ~
Protacol.

6.4 The Delegate of the UK. thanked the Chairman and expressed his pleasure at being able to take part in the
Plenary Session of the Commissiom.

Iiem ll].. {Continued)

10.7 The Delegate of the United States presented a proposul regarding the implementation of the United Nations
Agreement on the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratery Fish Stocks
{attached as Annex 5-2, The U.8, Delegate considered that if this Agreement cams info fores, it would have a
significant impact on ICCAT, which would become a sironger and more prominent forum. The Agreement would -
require the ICCAT to change its approach to certain issues, and therefore anticipating, but pot presuming, that the -
Agreement would be adopted by all parties, the 1.8, wished to propose that steps be taken to create 2 structure to
ensure that ICCAT activities were aligned with the Agreement. This structure could be either a new Working Group,
or coe of the existing bodies of ICCAT.

10.8 The Chairman of the Infractions Committee reported that this issue had been discussed at the meeting of the
Infractions Committee, and asked that il « Working Group were to be established to deal with this matter that it report
io the Infractions Comymittee on mmatters relsting to this Committee. As Delegate of South Africa, he furthar asked
whether such a Working Group would be meeting inter-sessionally, and expressed concern that if this were the case,
smaller States may not have an opporiunity to meke an input into the debates or ta review the findings of the Group
before the next Commission meeting. '

10.9 The Delegate of Japan supparted the proposal of the United States in principle, but felt that the timmg of
such z proposal was ineppropriate as it seemed unrealistic to expect that it could be put into effect by 1996, He also
considered that the ICCAT should take an overall view and not be limited to any one aspect of the Agreement, The '
issue therefore conld be dealt with either by the PWG or a new Worlang Group, but not by the Infractions Committee., -

10,10 The Delegate of Spain stated that the adoption of the Agreement had been sccepied by the member States
of the European Union at its Council Meeting of 26 Qctober 1995. He agreet with the Delegate of Japan that the
proposzl put forward by the U.S. was premature, as the Agreement was not yet open for signature, He considered
that, like the EU member states, all Contracting Parties would need to study the bilaternl and mnltilateral implications
of the Apreement for their eountries, and that the work of any Graup established now would be limited. He alsc
agreed with the points raised by the Delegate of South Africa regarding the meeting arrangements of such » Group,
and- pointed out that there could bhe financial problems involved for many countries wishing to attend inter-sessional
meetings,

10.11 The Delegate of Spain alse mentivned that ICCAT alteady had the structures to deal with some of the items
in the Apreement such as the ingpection scheme, and therefore felt that these should be improved. He noted that this'
matter was under discussion at the meeting of the Infractions Committes, and that the Chairman of this Committee
would be drafting some recommendations in relation to this. ' ' '
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16.12 The Chairman was of the opinion expressed by the Delegate of Spain, while at the same time understanding
the concerns of the U.S. He pointed out the financial implications of establishing new Working Groups, He was also
concerned about the wording of the proposul, which suggested that the Working Group determine the actions of the
Commission. The function of such Groups was to give advice, not determine, and considered that such Groups should
not take the place ef the lofructions Committee, which is an ICCAT body.

10.13 The Delegate of Brazl stated that he also felt that it was premature to initiate discussions on an apreement
which had not yet been signed, and shared the concerns of South Africa regarding the puss:b:hty nf pa:tm:patmn by
all countries.

10.14 The Delegate of Portugal agreed with the Chairman about the strength of the wording of the propusal and
suggested that such a Group or body should "study* rather than “determine”. "

10.15 The Delegate of France agread with the comments made by the Delepate of Spain and by the Chairman,
and while supporting the spirit of the proposal made by the U.S., also felt that it was premature. He pointed ont that
the Agreement covered a variety of issuss of relevance, to ICCAT, and was of the opinion that the Infractlnn*a
Committee would be a more appropriate framework for discussions than the PWG. :

10.16 The Delegate of Uraguay also folt that the proposal was premature and supported the points whlch had be.an
made regarding financial and budgetary implications.

1G.17 The Delepate of Canada supported the comments of the Delepate of France, but added that as it appeared
thut thers was consensus on the principle of the Agrecment, there was no reason to delay the recognition of these
principles in spite of logistical difficulties.

10.18 The Delsgate of the U.S. sinted that the discossions were important as they were.of particuiar relevance
to the Reports of the Infractions Committes and the PWG. While he considered the PWG the.more logical Group to
deal with the matter a5 there wers: many issues involved which were not related to enforcement, be was willing ta
accept that a separate bc:d}' be established, as it was important that the issue be addresse..IT there were no consensis,
the 1.5, wauld discuss the 1 issue with mdwn:lual countries,

10,19 The Delegate of South. Africa supported the spirit of the proposal and agoeeed that it was not premature to
discuss how ICCAT could benefit as an organization from this Agreement. He also agreed that the Infractions
Committes was not the appropriate forum to deal with all the issues raised by the Agreement but asked members to
investigate the impHeations of the inspac:tjél; scheme to be taken into account by the Infractions Committee. .

"10.20 The Delegate of South Africa supgested {hat any Wud;.iﬁg Group established to deal with the issue seek
input by correspondence from all member countries and the Sgeretariat circulate a report before the next Commission
meeting.

10.21 The Delegate of Spain observed that as the scope of the Agreement wus very wide-ranging, it would be
difficult for any one Group to handle all aspects. He constdered that there would be time to diseuss the-allocation of
wark after the Agreement had beeri adopted. ICCAT was not a new organization and therefore had appropriate
existing schemes and bodies to deal with the different aspects, and while the spirit of the Agreement shoutd he
followed, it was unnecessary for ICCAT to follow the text to the letter. He suggested that Delegations study the
implications for their respective countries and for ICCAT and exchunge points of view at a later time. He proposed
this Item be put on the Agenda of the uaxt Commission oeeting, and that an ioformal group meet before the plenary
gessions.

10.22 The Delegate of Korea agreed with the Delagata of Spﬂm that the initiative was premature, as it was still
not known whether the Agreement would be signed by all countries. e

10.23 The Delegnte of France pumtad out that the Agrﬂemaut was very sophisticated and that it wnuld be.
unrealistic to expect countries to have studied all its implications, particularly ay different sections of the Agreement
had different implications for each countyy, He also felt that many countries would be unable to attend inter-sessionnl
meetings for financial reasons, and a sifuation could arise that the developed countries were taking decisions which
affected the developing countries. Hc strongly supported the proposals that this matter be dealt with by an exchange;
af correspondence during the year and discussed at the next meeting of the Commission.
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10.24 ﬁe'DElegate of the U.S, thanked the respective delegations for fheir comments and respected their
positions, He considerad that the proposals put forward by Spain, France and Sonth Africa demonstrated progress and
would allow all countries to participate. '

10.25 The Chairman noted that the proposal had provoked extensive debates and there was now a consensus that
member countries would submit their views ta the Secretariat during the conrse of the year and that the matter would
be included on the Agenda of the next Commission meeting, before which informal discussions could take place.

Ttern 11. Large scale driftnet fishing and iis eltects en tuna stocks

11.1 The Chuirman referred to Document COM-SCRS/95/18, which provided information relative to high seas
fishing, B

11.2 The Delegate of Spain confirmed the opinion expressed by his delepation at the 1994 Commission Meeling.
He re-affirmed that Spain objected to the use of this pear as it was harmful to the environment in two ways: it induced
by-catch as it was a noo-selective gear and it inereased fishing mortality in the form of discards. It also raised
monitoring problems which were very difficult to overcome, and created a risk to shipping lanes because of their
length and their concentration in some aress. This gear wes considered incompatible with other gears because of
interaction and the movements of highly migratory species of tunas. The Delegate of Spain expressed perticular
concern about the use of this pear in the albacore fisheries. He noted that the SCRS report indicated that the catches
of this gear had increased in some cases. He asked that SCRS provide more detailed information on the proportion
of the catch whick could be ascribed to this pear, The concentrated use of driftnets in the Meditorranean had
particularly harmful effects. He further observed that there could be no distinction hatween large and small drifinets
as both wers harmful to tha environment.

11,3 The Delegate of France stated that France had suhseribed to all the U.N. Resolutions and Agreements
relating to the ban on driftnats and was one of the first countries to implement the regulation of the 2.5 km maximum
length. Prance had also signed the EU agreement on the prohibition of drifinets of over 2.5 ko, but did not share the
npinion of the Delegate of Spain that all driftnets below this size were necessarily harmful to the ecosystem.

11.4 The Delegate of Urnguay informed the Commission that his country had banned the use of driftmets in the
jurisdictional waters of Uruguny since 1991 as it was believed that this gear was extremely harmful to living respurces.

11.5 The Delegate of the UK. supported the positios of France. While agreeing wilk the 2.5 km limit which the
U.K. also observed, he did not suppart the banning of drifinets less than 2.5 km in lenpth.

11.6 The Delepats of Japan informed the Commission that his couniry bad already banned the use of large-scale
driftnets on the high seas in accordance with the U.N. Resolutien. He noled that the mass use of any pear was harmiul
fo the environment, but pointed cut that the Report of the FAO on by-catch and discards had conciuded that the high
seas driftnet fisheries were amaong the least harmful fisheries. As the catch of non-target species was unavoidable in
any fishery, it was impossible to conform to the call by environmental groups that no by-catch be allowed. He urged
that this issue be discussed from a scientific rather than an emotional point of view.

11.7 The Execulive Secratary referred to Document COM-SCRS/95/18. As the U, N, requested an annual report
from regional fisheries apencies on compliance with U.N. Resolutions, the Secretariat had in previons years sent the
relevant section of the Proceedings for information. It was agreed that this procedure apgain be followed.

Item 12, Collaboration of non-Contracting Parties with ICCAT

12.1 The Executive Secretary presented and summarized docwment COM/95/28, which provided information on
the action taken by the Secretariat regarding contacts meintained with non-Coniracting Parties. He indicated that thers
had been increasing imterest in the work of the Commission hy non-Contracting Parties. He also informed the
Commission that Taiwan had made a voluntary contribution of $15,000 of which §5,000 are to be used for ICCAT
bluefin research programs. He briefly described the close contacts which ICCAT maintained with other organizations,
ngluding EU, GFCM, FAO, ICES, CARICOM, TATTC and CCSBT.
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12.2 The Delegate-of the Uftited Stites thanked the “Executive’ Searetary for his egpart ‘and asked for a
clarification of the mandate of the GFCM and asked whether ‘thete ws an bvcrlap of respomsibility betwee.n ICCAT
and the GECM.

12.3 The Exccutive Secretary cxplained that the GFCM had responsibility for ‘il fish species in the
Mediterranean, while the TCCAT mendate was Hmiled td turas and tunz like species. He explained that it biad been
decided to establish an ad hoc Joint Working Group to entourage toopération befween the iwo organizations and that
this had proved extremely useful, particularly for obtaining data from Mediterranean countries which were not ICCAT
Contracting Parties, but which were members of GFCM. He added that the Assistunt Executwe Se.craf.ﬂry, Dr
Miyake, was serving as Technical Secretary to this ad hoc Joint Working Gruup '

12.4 The Representative of Icelend made a staterment explaining that Teelund had not participated in the work of
ICCAT previously as Icelandic vessels did not target tunas or huna like species, However, as the presence of blusfin
tuna was now suspected in fcelandic waters, Iceland was considering developing this fishery and therefore was aiso
considering becomilg a member of ICCAT. He continued by statiig that certain ‘ICCAT m.a.uagemcnl
Recommendations may be interpreted as prohibiting Contracting Parties which had not previcusly targeted u‘certain
specigs from entering the fishery, and thus discouraged Iceland from joining, unless reservations fo the
Recommendations in question be made or unless the situetion be'made more acce.pfnble. by othar mﬁans The ﬂtaterne.nt
by the Observer from Teeland is attached as Annex 5.3.

12.5 The Delegate of Spain, referring to the cnmmbnts' by the Executive Sceratary on the GFCM/ICCAT Joint

Working Group, wished to confirm that co-operation bchﬂeﬂn ICCAT and the GFCM wculd ccu:llmua. “This was
suppurted by the Delegate Uf' Fr&nce
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Ttem 6, continued

6.5 The Observer from Libya stated that his country has always supported the decisions taken by the Commission
and was taking measures to becoms a full member. He announced that the Foreign Ministry of Libya had deposited
the necessary documents with the FAQ and that whils this diplomatic process was taking tims, he wished to assure
the Commission that the necessary procedures were heing followed.

Item 13. Compilation of data on by-catches, with special emphasis on sharks

13.1 The Exzeutive Secretary introduced documents COM/95/22, concerning ICCAT collaboration with ICES
on sharle by-catch, and the relevant section of the 1995 SCRS Report, and commenled on the request by CITES for
regional agencies to investigate shark resources. He cutlined the action taken by ICCAT to establish collahoraticn
with the ICES Study Group cn Elasmobranch Fishes.

13.2 The Delegate of Japan referred to the proposal which Japan had pnt forward regarding the initiation of a -
program to collect biological and trade data on sharks, with FAQ as a focal point of such a program, and hoped that
this proposal would be accepted by the Commissioa.

13.3 The Delegate of the 1J,8., commending the work carried out to date by the SCRS on this matter, also
expressed his concern abont the status of shark stocks, and pointed out that the U.S had been working bilaterally with
~ other Atlantic countries and bad implemented strict quotas on sharks. He folt that there was need for all membec
" countries to provide data on shark resonrces.

13.4 The Delegate of Spain expressed his country’s willingness to cooperate in such programs, but expressed
reservations as to the authority of ICCAT to involve itself in the management of shark species according to Articles
1V and VIII of the ICCAT Convention, He suggested thut [CCAT cooperate as closely as possible with ICES. He
_ sugpested that the text of the proposal presented by Japan should be madified to reflect ICCAT's mandate which does
. not include the management of these species per se.

" 13.5 The Delegates of France and the U, S, agreed with the Spanish Delegate that Article VI of the Convention
did nat give [CCAT the mandate to manage shark stocks, but that this matter would have to he considered in the
future.

13.6 The Delegate of Spain suggested some madifications to the text proposed by Japan and these were accepted
by Tapan. With these modifications, the "Resolution by ICCAT eon Cooperation with FAQ with Regard to Study on
Status of Stock and By-catch of Shark Species” was adopted and is attached as Annex 4.2,

Ilem 14, Collaboration with the Commission for the Consarvation of Southern Bluefin Tuna (CCSET)

_:14.1 The Executive Secretary introduced Document COM/95/21, concerming ICCAT's ctllaboration with the
CCSBT, which suggested that there he mare cooperation between ICCAT and CCSBT, in order to harmanize
ennservation measures of this species. :

 14.2 Mr. 1. Nomura (Japan), in his capacity as observer for the CCSBT, reported an the activities of CCSBT
in 1995 reparding scientific research and efforts in the conservation of southern bluefin hina. His statement is attached
as, Annex 5-4).
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Item 15. Repaort of the ICCAT Working Group on Vessel Manitoring

15.1 The Delegate of the U.3, reported bat the 1. S, had been pleased to host the first mesting of the ICCAT
Working Group on Vessel Monitaring, in which Canada, Japan, Korea, Morovco, Portugal, Spain and the United
States had participated, with ohservers from Taiwan, Australia, and the U.S. Western Pacific Management Council.
This meeting had given rise to a useful exchange of ideas, ineluding recommendations to encourage both Contracting
and non-Contracting Parties to nse vessel monitoring systems and to improve catch data reporting through the puss:ble
use of electromic loghooks.

15.2 The Chmrman noted that the findings of the ‘Working Group had been reported to the PWG and to the
Infrnctmns Committes, aricl thal this was the correct pmcedure

15.3 The Commission reviewed and adopted the Report of the First Meeting of the ICCAT Working Group an
Vessel Monitoring (attached as Annex 6-2). In view of the volume and nature of Appendices 4 to 12 to this Report,
the Commission agreed ta attach only Appendices I to 3 when published, and that the remainder of the appendicgs
would be kept at the Secretariat and be made available for consuitation upen request by the Contrcting Parties’
Commissioners.

- 154 Ths Delegate of Japan then referred to the proposed Resohtion which bad been put forward by his
delepation regarding vessel monitoring, The Delegate of Spain while agreeing, in principle, with the proposal
proposed some modifications to the wording, which were accepted by Jepun, The "Resclution by ICCAT on Vessel
Monitoring", as modified, was adopted by the Commission and is attached as Annex 4-3.

Item £6. Reports of Panels 1-4, and possible new regulations to be considered

16.1 The Report of Panel ! was presented to the Commission by the Panel Chairman, Dr. L. Koffi (Céote
& Ivoire). The Report was reviewed and adopted by the Commission and is attached as Annex 6-3. The Commission
also studied and adopted the "Resolution by TCCAT on Atlantie Yellowfin Tuna" contained therain, which is attached
as Annex 4-6. S

'16.2 The Repoit of Panel 2 was reviewed and adopted by the Commission (attsched as Annex 6-3) The
following management recommendations concerning Atiantic bluefin tuna, were proposed hy Panel 2 and 3 were alco
adopted by the Commission: The "Recommendation by ICCAT on Supplemantal Management Measures, for Eastem
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna" (attached as Annex 4-5) and the "Recommendation by ICCAT for Quota Exemptmn for'Small-
scale Domestic Fisheries in the Western Atlantic” (attached as Annex 4-7). The Commission also adopted the
"Resolution by ICCAT fqr At!m_m'c Bluefin Tuna Recovery Prngrams" {attached as Annex 4~4).

- L

16.3 The Report of Panel 3 was presented by the Panel Chairman, Mr. R. Stone {(United States) and was
reviewed und adopted by the Commission. The Report is attached as Annex 6-3.

" '16.4 Since Panel 4 did not have enough time to review and adopt the text of the Report before su'hmittmg it to
the’ Commission Plepary, the Commission requesied the members of the Pancl fo submit any cummmt& audfor
madifications an the draft in writing before adjournment of the 1955 Commission meeting, The comments thi
recetved were distributed, in their original language on]y, at the Final Plenary Session, together with the text of the
Pane] Report. The Commissicn Chairman noted that in view of dme copstraints, the Report of Panel 4 wouid he
adopted through correspondence. However, it was also duly pointad cut that ali the Recommendations a.nd Resolutions
contained therein, and which had heen adopted by, the Panel, thus could be presented to the Commission for adoption.

16.5 Subsequent to the Commission’s review, the following Recommendations and Resolutions were acjcptedi
Recommendution by ICCAT Regarding the Iuplementation of an Altermative Option for the Conservation of
Undersized Atlantic Swardfish and the Reduction of Fishing Mortality" {Annex 4,10); "Recommendation by ICCAT
to Estabhsh Percentage Shares of Tatal Altowable Catch (TAC) and Overage and Underage Provisions for Nations
Fishing for North Atlantic Swordfish (Annex 4-11); "Reselution by TCCAT en Bipeye Tuna {Annex 4-8);
"Resolution by ICCAT for North Atlantic Swordfish Recovery Program” {Annex 4-9); and "Resolution by ICCAT
for the Enheocement of Reseprch Proprams for Billfish (Blee Marlin, White Marlin, Sailfish and Spearfish)" (Annex
4-12).
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16.6 The Delegate of Brazil requested the record reflact, however, that the proposa} for the Recommendation
to establish percentage shares of total allowable catch with overage/underage provisions for nations fishing for north
Atlantic swordfish, adopted by Panel 4 {see Annex 4-11), had been the result of informal consultations among the
magjor fishing countries of swordfish in the north Atlantic, As these censultations had been carried cut simuitansonsly
with other meetings of the Commission, delegations which do not have directed swordfish fisheries, but have an
interest in this stock, were unable to attend the copsultations. In order to have full participation of all member
countries in the decision making process for the adoption of any Resplution or Recommendation by ICCAT, the
Delegate of Brazil proposed that meetings of ad foe working gronps not he conducted at the same time a5 mestings
of any ICCAT substdiary body. In the event of it being impossible to avaid simulteneous meetings, the results of such
consultations should be reported to the Plenary.

16.7 The Delegate of Brazil further stated that with refarence ta the procedure used for the adoption of the
aforementioned Recommendation, new negatiations should have been initiated in order for the proposal to be
approved by consensus. He indicated that this has been the usual procedure at [CCAT meetings, and he considered
that every effort should be made to follaw it in the future,

16.8 The Report of Panel 4, iy attached a5 Annex 6-3.

Item 17. Recommendations concerning research and statistics

.. 17.1 The Commission noted that several recommendations conceming research and statistics bad been presented
by the SCRS Chairman, Dir. Z. Suzuki, on bebalf of the SCRS, during his presentation of the Committee's Report.
The Commission also noted that the Recommendations concerning stock management had been studied. in depth by
the Panels and that STACFAD had reviewed those SCRS recommendations which bad financial implications.

17.2 The SCRS Chairman, while indicating the Committee's appreciation of the Commission's suppaort for the
SCRS Recommendations, expressed concern that the precautionacy approach which the SCRS had propesed for the
management of various tuna stocks had regrettably not been always followed by the Commission. The "SCRS
Chairman's Note to the Commission Regarding SCRS Menagement Recommendations” is attached as Annex 5-5.

17.3 The Delegate of the United States acknowledged the comments of 'the SCRS Chainman and expressed his
appreciation for the advice of the SCRS relating to management measures. He hoped that the Committes woukl
¢ontinue to pravide such concise advice to the Commission.

17.4 The 1595 SCRS Report was adopted by the Commission togsther with all the recommendations contained .
therein and is attached as Annex 6.6. :

Item 18, ICCAT Tuna Symposium 1996

18.1 The Chairman referred to the ICCAT Tune Symposium, which is scheduled fo taks place in June, 1996,
in the Azores Islands, at the invitation af the Regional Autonomous Government of Azores.

18.2 The Executive Secretary presented document COM/95/20 which reported the action taken by the SCRS and.,
the Secretariat in preparation for the JCCAT Tuna Symposivm. This action included a meeting of the Sympasium -
Steering Committes, beld in Bari, Italy, in September, 1595, to discuss the orpanization of the Symposium and -
prepars the Symposium budpet, He thanked the EU for its partia] fundiag of this meeting. He noted that the proposed
special budget had already been considered by STACFAD. The special budget proposed by the SCRS (see Appendix
il to the 1995 SCRS Report} was considered appropriate. The Commission decided to proceed with holding the
Symposium as was ariginally proposed, with the understanding that there be no financial implications affecting the
Commission's 1956 budget.

18.3 The Assisiant Executive Secretary asked for preferences by the Commission members between two draft |,
Symposium logos (A and B) which were cicculated, noting that Jogo B bad been preferred by the SCRS and the
Secretariat. As only one delegation expressed a preference for logo A, logo B was adopted for use as the official logo
of the Symposium. The Commission also agreed to use draft special letterhead prepared by the Secretariat for the
25th Anniversary.
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rItﬂn 19 Repnrt of the Standing Com:mttea on F inance and Admmlstmtmn (STACFAD]

19 I The results of the deliberations of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration” (STACFAD)
wwere presented by the Chairman of the Commissicn, who chaired the STACFAD meeting. The Commission members
thanked Dr. Lims for acting as Chairman of this Committes and commended the work of the Commmittee.

19.2 Sinte"STACFAD did not have enongh time tu review and adopt its Report before submitting it to the

- Commission Plepary, the Commission requested the Delegates to submit their comments and/or modifications to the

draft Report, in writing, priar to adjournment of the Commission meeting. These comments were distributed at the

Final Plenary Session, together with the draft Report. The Chairman nated that the Plenary had insufficien timé to

adopt the STACFAD Report, and therefcre the final text of the Report would ha.\fc to bhe adopted through
c‘nrraspondence

19.3 The 1995 STACFAD Report is attached as Annex 6-4."

liem 20. Adoption of the 1996-97 biennial budget and member counfry contributions

20.1 Even though the text of the 1995 STACFAD Report was not adopted by the Financial Committee, the
recommendations and the 1996 Commission Budget and member country contributions attached fo the Report were
adopted by the STACFAD and presented to the Commission for final adeption, The Commission ¢horoughly reviewed
these recommendatiosis;’ as well as 1996 Budget and member country caumbutmnb as proposed by STACFAD ancl
fumml]y adopted them, ,

20.2-The 1997 Budget and member country contributions were also adopted provisionalty hy the Commission,
with ths understanding that these be rewewed agam at the time of the Teni.h Spac:a.l Maetmg of the Commission in
1956, - e

" 20.3 The 1996 Budget and contributions (Adepted), the 1997 Budget and contributions {Provisional), as well i
the catch and canning figures used in calculating the country contributions are attached as Tebles t, 2, 3'and 4,
respactively, to the 1995 STACFAD Report {Annex 6-4).

Item 21. Staff Regulations and Rules

" 24.1 The Commission noted that STACFAD had recommended that the "Staff Regulations und Rules”, proposed
by the Executive Secretary, be adapted in their entirety, with a modification to Article 33 concerning retiremeiit,
which was introduced at the meeting of the Committee (sez Appendix 2 to the Amnex 6-4). The modified
Regulations end Rules wers adopted by the Commission.

Item 22. Report of the Fourth Meeting of the Permaonent Working Group for the
Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures (PWG) ' "

221 The Chairman of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservaiion
Measures (PWG), Mr. B, Hallman {United States), presented the Report of the PWG, noting that due to lack of time,
the final Report would have to be adopted by correspondence. However, the proposed "Resolution Concerning’ dn
Action Plen to Ensure the Effectiveness of its Conservation Program for Atlantic Swordfish” had been appraved By
the Croup and wes submitted to the Commission. Although the Commission took due mote of the reservation
expressed by the Delegate of Brazil in a statemant presenfed at the meeting of the PWG (Appendix 7 to Annex 6-3),
the Resolution was reviewed and adopted by the Commission, and js attached as Annex 4-13.

22.2 The PWG Chairman further noted that model letters from the Commission Chairman had been drafted to
non-Contracting Parties regarding non-compliance with ECCAT conservation measures (Appendix 2 to Annex 6-5),
to Taiwan regarding Taiwanese fishing activities in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea (Appendix 3 to Annex

-S} s nnd to non- Cnntractmg Parnes whose bluefin tuna catches have yecently increased substantially in Lhe

* The 1985 8TACFAD Repont was adopted in its cntircty, through correspondence, on April 23, 1998,
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Mediterranean Sea {Appendix 5 to Annex 6-3). The Commission also spproved these model letters and
recommended that they be transmitted to the countries concerned.

22.3 The Cammission requested the mambers of the PWG to submit wriiten comments, if any, on the draft
Report, prior to the adjournment of the 1995 Commission meeting, The comments thus submitted were distributed
at the final Plenary Session, together with the draft Report. The Chairman noled (hat there had besn nsufficient time |
to adopt the Report, and therefare the final report wonid bave to be adopted through correspondence,

22.4 The Commission expressed its appreciation to the PWG Chairman, Rapporisur, all the members of the
Permanent Working Group and the Secretariat staff for their efforts and recognized the excellent results obtained
through its studies.

22.5 The Report of the Permanent Working Group is attached as Annex 6-5.

Item 23. Report of the Intractions Committee. New name and mandate

23.1 The Chairman of the Infractions Commitiee, Mr. A. J. Penney (South Africa) presented the Report of this
Committes to the Commission, The Commission reviewed the Report and thanked the Chairman and the members
of the Committee for the progress achieved. It was noted that the Committes had developed formal reporting
requirements for the nstional reports of Contracting Parties, which include various aspects, such as the fishery,
statistical requircments, management activities, etc. The Committes reviewed the "Format for the Annual National
Reports to be Submitted to [CCAT" and adopted it (attached as Annex 4-14)

23.2 The Cammission noted that new Terms of Reference had been proposed for the Infrections Committee, and
that a praposal was also made ta change the name of the Committse to the "ICCAT Conservation and Management
Measures Compliance Committee”. '

" 23.3 The Commission adopted the Report of the Infractions Committee, noting its new name of "Compliance
Commitiee" (attached as Annex 6-1) as well as the "Terms of Reference for the I[CCAT Conservation and
Munagement Messures Complisnce Committee” (attnched as Annex d-15) and the other recommendations included
in the Report. :

" 294 The Commission thanked the Chairman and the members of the Committee for their excellent wark.

Item 24. Reports of subsidiary bodies appointed by the Commission for the meeting

24.1 Thers wers ao subsidiary bodies appointed by the Commission for the 1995 meeting.

Item 25. Date and place of the next meeting of the Council or Sperial Meeting of the Commission

5.1 In view of the various important decisions to be made by the Commission in 1996, it was decided to hold
a Special Mecting of the Commissian in 1998, rather than a Council mesting. '

25,2 Onp the basis of an invitation from the Regional Autonomous Guvernment of the Basque Country, and noting
the favorable conditions of that invitation, and that the budgatary cost of holding the meeting in San Sebastian would
ot surpass that amount budgeted for the Commission meeting, the Chairman propased that the Tenth Special Mesting
of the Commission be held from November 22 through 29, 1996, in San Sebastian, Spain, and the SCRS Meeting
be held from October 28 through November 1, 1996, in Madrid. The Commission Chairman also suggested that the’
Commission endeavor to leave one day during the meeting entirely free so that the Sepreturiat can work on the
translation, etc. of the reports in order to have all reports available in the three languages, to facilitate their adoption.

25.3 The ahove-mentioned dates and venuey for the 1996 Commission and SCRS Meetings were adopted by the
Commission. ’

* The Repart of the Foucth Meeting of the Permancnt Working Group was adopled, in i1¢ entirety, through correspondence, nn April 23, 1996,
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Ttem 24. Items to be dlscussed by the Council at 1ts next meetmg

26.1 This [tem was not diseussed since the Commission had decided nat to hold a Council meeting in 1996.

Tiem 27. Date and plﬂce of the next Regular Meeting uf the Commission

27.1 The Commission decided that the date and place of its next Repular meeting in 1997 would be an item for
discussion at the Tenth Spevial Meating of the Commission in 1996. .

Itern 28. Elecbon of Commission Chairman

28.1 The Delegate of Capads nominated Mr, R. Conde {(Spain) for Commission Chairman. This nomination was
seconded by the Delegate of Portugal and Mz, Conde was elected unanimously. The members of the Commission.,
also took the oppartunity to thank Dr. Lima, the ontgoing Chairman, for the excsilent work varried out during his
tenure. : : :

.-28.2 Mr. Conde was honered to accept the position of ICCAT Chairman and thanked the Commission members
for the confidence placed in him. He also extended special thanks to Dr. Lima for his guidance, and to the |
Secretariat, - : : .

Item 23. Electir;m of Vice-Chairmen 6f.the Conﬁnission

29 1 The Delepate of Spain pmposed Mr. ). Haché (Canada) .as First Vice-Chairman, This proposal was
se.c:onded by the Delegate of Japan and supported by ali the delegutions. Mr. Haché was clected First Vice- Chairman, 3
Mr. Haché thanked the Commission, and congratulated Dr. Lims on his excellent work as Chairman. He further
expressed his suppart for the words expressed earlier by the SCRS Chairmun, Dr, Suzuki, and hoped that there would
he grealer recognition and support for SCRS recommendations in the future.

29 Z Ti:e Delegme of France proposed Mr. L. Koffi (Cote d° Ivcu:e} as Second Viee-Chairman, and this pmpusal .
was seconded by (he Delegate of Angola and supported by all the delegations, Mr. Koffi, who was elected Second

Vice-Chairman, thanked -the Commission members and was honored to be 4 Commission officer um_ier the
chairmunship of Mr, Conde.

Item 30. Election of Council members, of I'll!(:é.‘jﬂry

30.1 As the Commission had decided not to hold a Cc;uncil meeting in 1996, thislﬁem was not discussed.

Item 31. Other matters

31.1 There were no other matters discussed.

Ttem 32. Adoption of the Report

32,1 Tt was agreed that the Proceedings of the Plenary Sessions, as well as the texts of the }iepqn_s of Panel 4,
the PWG, and STACFAD, would be adopted by correspendence. .

Item 33 Adjournment

35.1 The Executive Secretary congratulatad the newly-elected Commission Chaurman a;u:l Vice- Chmrmeu a.nd
thanked Dr. Lima, the outgoing Chairman, for his work during the previous four years.
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33.2 The Delegates of the United States and France, also thanked the Chairman, the Executive Secretary, he
Assistant Execuative Secretary, and the Secretariat and support staff for their work,

33.3 The Chairman, in adjourning the 1995 Commission meeting, expressed his gratitude to all the Commission
members for their trust in him during his four years in office and voiced bis confidence in Mr. Conde. He also

thanked the Executive Secrstary, the Secretarial and support steff and the inferpreters for their work during the
meeting.

33,4 The Fourteenth Regular Meeling of the Commmission was adjourned on November 17, 1995.
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ANNEX 1
COMMISSION AGENDA ~~ ~ ~

Opening of the meeting . Lo .
Adoption of Agenda, arrangements for the meeting and appointment of subsidiary bodies ' '
Adoption of the Proceedings of the Ninth Special Meeting of the Comumission, if necessary

Introduction of Contracting Party Delegations

Admission of observers {non-member counlries, Intergovernmental organizations, and non-governmental
organtzations)

Review of Commission membership

Ratification or acceptance of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention (adopted in Paris in 1984)
Ratification or acceptaace of the Protocol of amendment to the Convention (adopted in Madrid in 1992)
Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

United Natiens Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks & Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. Code of Conduct on
Responsible Fishing

Large-scale driftnet fishing and its effects on tuna stocks

Collaboration of Non-Contracting Parties in the objectives of ICCAT

Compilaticn of data on by-catches, with special emphasis on sharks

Collaboration with the Commission for the Conservation of Southern Blusfin Tuna (CCSBT)

Report of the ICCAT Working Group on Vessel Munitoring

Reports of Panels 1 to 4, and possible new regulations to be considered

Recommendations concerning research and statistics

ICCAT Tuna Symposium 1996

Report of the Standing Committes on Finance and Administration (STACFAD)

Adoption of the 1996-1997 biennial budget and member country contributions

Staff Regulations and Rules

Reporst of the Permanent Warking Group for the Improvement of [ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures
Report of the Infractions Committes, New name and mandate

Reports of subsidiary hodies appainted by the Commission for the meeting

Date and place of the next meeting of the Council or special meeting of the Commission

Items to be discussed by the Couneil at its next meeting, if held

Date and place of the next ragular meeting of the Commission

Election of Commission Chairman

Election of Vice-Chairmen of the Commission

Election of Cauncil members, if necessary

Other matters

Adopticn of Report

Adjournment
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LIST OF COMMISSION PARTICIPANTS

Member countries

ANGOLA

N'‘DOMRBELE, A,

Directeur

Relatiens Economiques Internationales
Ministério drs Pescas

C. P. 83

Luanda

TAVARES DA COSTA, M. A,
Chele de Sector de Acordos
Ministerio das Pescas

C. P. 83

Luanda

BRAZTIL

GALVAQ DE ALMEIDA, A.

Subsecretario pare os Recursas do Mar

Secretaria da Comissio Interministerial
para o8 Recursos do Mar

Ministerio da Marinha

Esplanada dos Ministerios

Bleco "N" - Anexo "B”, 3° Andar

CEF 70055-800, Distrito Federal

Brasilia

COBUCCIO, B.

Secretario de la Embajada de Brasil
Sector Econdmico

C/Fernando «l Sznlo, 6

28010 Mudrid {Spain)

MENESES DE LIMA, J. H.
CEPENE/IBAMA

Rua Samuel Hardman s/n
55.578-000 Temandaré - PE

CANADA

HACHE, J. E.

Assistant Deputy Minister

Fisheries Operations

Department of Fisheries & Qoeans
200 Kent St.

Ottawn, Onturio K1A 0FS

ALDOUS, D.

Manager

Southwest Nova Scotia Tuna Association
RR #1 Mewport

Hants Co., Nava Scotin BON 2A0

ALLEN, C. 1.

Resource Management-Atlantic
Department of Fisheries & Oceans
200 Kent St

Ottawa, Ontario K14 JE6

BRUCE, W.
Elmira, P.Q., South Lake
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ELSWORTH, S,

o/u Sambro Fisheries Limited
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HEGAN, I. R,

International Fisheries Advisor
Internatinnal Directorate
Department of Fisheries & Oceans
200 Keat 5t

Ottawa, Ontano K1A QEG

LONGARD, A.

Director, Policy Planning & Coastal Rescurces
Department of Fisheries

Purdy’s Wharf

P. 0. Box 2223

Halifax, Nova Scotia B3] 3C4
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75700 Paris
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BOIRE, S.
Universitd de Paris XTJT
83430 Paris

GAERTNER, D.
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WNOUGUIER, P.
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PARRES, A.
Président du Comité National
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efo UAPF, 59 rue des Mathuring
75008 Paris

PEREZ, S.
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GABON
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Libreville

MBOKOU, R,

Directeur des Péches Industrizlles
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Libreville

ONDOH M'VE, R.

Chef de Service des Evaiuationy
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Direction des Paches Muaritimes '

et des Cultures Marines

B. P. 9498
Libreville
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SHIMA, K.
Special Advisor to the Minister
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Fisheries Agency of Japan
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyeda-kn
Tokyo 100

ASAKURA, K.

First Secretary
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28002 Madrid (Spain)
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Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Associations
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GOMEZ DIAY, G.
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Planning Division
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Tokyo 107

HAMAGUCHI, N.

Fishery Division

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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Tokya 100

HASEBE, M.

Agricultural & Marine Products Division
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Tokyo 100

HATAKEYAMA, Y.
Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheres
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Tokyo 102
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Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Crooperative Associations
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Assistant Director :
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RESOLUTION: PARIS PROTOCOL

ANNEX 4-1

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON THE 1984 PARIS PROTOCOL

. THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS ({CCAT)

RECALLIN( that the Conference of Plenipotentiartes which took place in Paris on July 9 and 10, 1984, adopted
& Protocol amending Articles XIV, XV and XVI of the Intemations} Conventicn for the Conservation of Atluntic
Tunas, '

RECALLING ALSO that the ohjective of this Protocol is to permit the adherence ta the ICCAT Convention
of any inter-governmental economic integration organization comprised of States that have transferred to it competence
in matters concerning the Convention, including vompetence in concluding treaties on these matters,

CONFIRMING the interest shown by the Europesn Community in becoming a party to the Convention,

UNDERLINING that the Protocol, in accordance with the provisions of its paragraph IIT shell enter into fores
upon deposil with the Director-General of the Food and Agncultura Organizatian of the United Nations of instruments
of approval, ratification or acceptance of all the Contracting Parties, .

NOTING that andy two Contracting Parties kave not yet deposited an instrument of approval, ratification or
‘scceptapes,

"1. MAKES AN APPEAL urging the two States concerned that they showid become parhes to sau:l Protocol
as soon a8 possible,

2. REQUESTS the Chairman of the Commission to urgeatly carry out a personal demarche to the competent
authorities of the two countries in yuestion, ia order to relay the Commission's concern in this matter and
to encourage the governments of said countries to initiste the necessary procedures to become parties fo the
Protocol and thus permitting the European Comtmunity to participate, as a fufl member, at the next session
of the Commission.
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ANNEX 4-2

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON COOPERATION WITH THE
FOOD & AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS (FAO)
WITH REGARD TO STUDY ON THE STATUS OF STOCKS
AND BY-CATCH OF SHARK SPECIES

NOTING that more than 330 shark species inhabit bath the pelagic areas and coastal aress, and that information
on, stock sizes, bio_lc__gj_cnl parameters, by-catch levels and effects of by_—catch is insuffigient;. . v

'NOTING that some shark sl:;ei:ies are incidentally caughi'in- tuna ﬁsherie's;

FURTHER NOTING that, at present, sharks are not generzlly subjeci to specific conservation and management
measures hy 1ntemﬁtmnal or reginnal/subregional fishery organizatigns; .

RECOGNIZING the wark of the Study Group on Elasmobranch Fishes c:-f tha Internatmnnl Counml for the
Exploration of the Sea (ICES); ) . e — e T

RECOGNIZING that the Ninth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International
Trade in Endanbere-d Spacr.es of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), (Fort Lauderdale, Florida - November 7 fo 18,
19843, adopled a Resolution on the "Status of Intematlunal Trade in Shark Specles“ L .

AFFIRMING that the Sub-Committee an By-catches of the ICCAT Standing Committes on Reseacch and

Statistics (SCRS) is presetitly assembling relevant information and identlfymg those species which should be studied
by ICCAT,

ALSQO, CONSIDERING that cooperation on tesearch sod analysis on a giobgl basis is fundamentally essential
to elucidate on the overall nature of this problem and actions to be taken concerning shark species;

Therefare,

IHE IN}‘ERNATTONAL COMMISSION F OR THE CUNSERVA TION o e
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

1. That FAQ bs the focal point in which to initiate n progrem to collecl, on & globel scale, the necessary
bivlogical dats, including stock sbundance und the magnitude of by-catch, and trade data on shark species,
and to serve s coordination functon amoeng regiony] or subrepional fsheries macupement orpganizations for
said activities;

2.  That the Contructing Parties of [CCAT provide FAQ with the information, and financisl assistance where
possible, to conduct the work required; and

3. That international or regional/subregional [sherics mansgement organizations cooperate with FAO in

providing the necessary mformation and advice in response to the requests made, inchuding the
aforementioned CITES Resolution.
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RESOLUTION: VESSEL MONITORING

ANNEX 4-3

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON VESSEL MONITORING

RECOQGNIZING that satellite trecking and catch reporting systems are practically useful to collect catch data
and track-vessel position on a rexl time basis;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLVES:

1. That sateilite iracking and cawch reporting systems nnder the respomsibility of flag states should be
encouyaged.

2. That the Executive Secretary of ICCAT should inform ai) the non-Contracting Parties whose vessels are
fishing mna end mmna-like fishas in the Convention area of this Resolution and request their cooperation to

adopt & similar system.

3. That the Comumission’s Permanent Working Group for the Improvemeat of ICCAT Statistics and
Mannpement Mensures shall review developmenls in this field by Contracting and noo-Contracting Parties
during the 1996 meating and annually theraaﬁa;.
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ANNEX 4-4

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT FOR :
ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA RECOVERY PROGRAMS

h RECALLENG that at the Thirteenth Regular Mesting of the Commission.i-n 1993, Panel 2 recommended, and.
the Commission adopted, measures on hluefin tana research on western Atlantic bluefin tuna during an interim period
to provide scientific information "... 50 as to be able to develop in 1995 a racovery program ...";

ALSO RECALLING that a recovery prugram for eastern Atlantic bluefin tuna was requested by the Commission
in 1994 {Item 4 of Annex 18 of the Commission’s Ninth Special Meeting) to be available by 1998;

NOTING that the SCRS in its 1995 Report indicated that the most recent assessmeat shows that the 1993 age
8 and older bipmsss (spawning biemass} in the western Atlantic was about 13 %. of the biomass currently estimated
for 1975, while the 1994 value was expected to he 16% of the 1975 age 8 and older biomass; and that there is grave
concern about the status of hluefin resources in the eastern Atlaatic;

ALSO NOTING that the Gengral Fisheries Council for the Mediterrangan {GFCM) has adopted measures
applicable to fishing for bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean portions of the eastern management area;

.. Therefore,

THE INTERNATIONAL COMM!SSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

That the SCRS develop, at its 1996 meeting, separate and distinet recovery options for each of the western
and castern Atlantic biuefin tuna mapagement stocks, taking inte account the possible effects of mixing that
may occur; and the SCRS should calculate a series of annua) total alloweble catches (TACs) based un stock
projections that are needed for rebuilding the western and eastern management stocks, respectively, to levels
which would support MSY, within selected alternative recovery time periods and with intermediate gonls
end milestanes zlang the path to rebuilding. The recovery options shall be based on the 1996 stack
essessments for each manapement stock. The selected alternative recovery time periods shall be 10, 15 and
20 vears, with a 50% probability, The SCRS shall alse consider, in the recovery options for the eastern
stock, the effect of banning fishing by nets, as well a5 Jongling, in the Mediterranean during the spawning
months. The recovery options for the eastern stock shali take into consideration the problem of caich by non-
Contracting Parties.

Also that ICCAT shall continve close collaboration with the GFCM with respect to collecting available
Mediterranesn data in connpection with the above project.



RECOMHENDATION: BFT-EAST

ANNEX 4-5

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT ON SUPPLEMENTAL MANAGEMENT
MEASURES FOR EASTERN ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TUNA

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the 1994 Recommendation concerning bluefin tuna in the eastern Auantic and
Mediterranean Sea; '

" " TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the exceptional level of the catches taken by French fisheries in 1994;

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS:

1. That paragraphs 2 and 3 of the 15894 ICCAT Recommendation on bluefin funa in the eastern Atlantic Ocean
and the Mediterranean Sea not apply to France; and

2. That the following quotas be applied to France in 1996, 1597 and 1998 for eastern bluefin tuna:

Year’ Mediterranean Enst Arlantle Toral
1896 3,900 MT 320 MT 6,420 MT
1697 5,400 MT 440 MT 5,840 MT
1258 4,850 MT 400 MT 3,250 MT
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ANNEX 4-6
RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON ATLANTIC YELLOWFIN TUNA®

RECALLING ths:Recommendation prohibiting any taking or landing of yeilowfin tuna wmghmg Iess than iz
kg adopted by the Commission at its Second Regular Meeting (Madrid, December, 1971); '

ALSO RECALLING the Recommendation adopted by the Commission at its Thirteenth -Regulds’ Mecting
(Madrid, November, 1993) limiting the level of effective fishing effort exerted on Atlantic yeHowfin tuna to 15862
levels;

RECOGNIZING that ta date, few Contracting Parties have reported spedific inanagement measures to implement
these Recommendations;

RECOGNIZIENG that the SCRS raports that yellowfin tina catches are at'the MSY level and that affective effort
is close to the optimum leval and could even exceed the optimnm level; SRR L

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE =~
coNS'&}R VATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

Thnt the C.‘cmtrncnng Parties shall, at thie 1596 TOCAT meatmg, develop # plan EIEbcuratmg the. s pemﬁc
managament measures that' Contracting -Parties shuuld take to lmplemerl.t the Curmmssmu 5 prewnu:

racummendahuns regardmg ye.lluwﬁn tunu
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RECOMMENDATION: QUOTA EXEMPTION

ANNEX 4-7

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT
FOR QUOTA EXEMPTION FOR SMALL-SCALE
DOMESTIC BLUEFIN TUNA FISHERIES IN THE WESTERN ATLANTIC

NOTING the current management recommendations for the conservation of western Atlantic bluefin tuna;
AND RECALLING 'the implémentation of a strict quote messure for western Attantic bluefin tuna;

RECOGNIZING that Bermuds, as a dependent territory of the United Kingdom, has a small-scale domestic
fishery within its own Exclugive Economic Zm;e an_d that fishery does have an incidental catch of bluefin tuna;

Therefore,

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION .
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS:

That the domestic fishery in the UK. dependent territory of Bermuda be allowed an insidental catch of up
te four Metric Tons of western Atlaatic bluefin tuna, within its own Exclusive Economic Zone, during 1956.

IN KEEPING with the tenet of responsible fishing, Bermuda will closely monitor this incidental calch of bluefin
tunp and obtain scientific data on all hluefin tuna landed by its vessels.
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ANNEX 4-8

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT ON BIGEYE TUNA

NOTING that since 1993, fongline and purse seine bigeye catches have increased considerably and that the tota)
annual hipeye catch hus substantially exceeded all the current MSY estimmtes, and the prajsctions made in 19935
indicate that the 1994 level of fishing will cot oanly reduce the population size to far below that of the MSY level, but
will also reduce the catch in the near future due to over-fishing; =~ . C e b -

NOTING that the increase in the catch of small fish, which was brought sbout by the equatorial baitboat flest
and by the intensive operntmns on small fish associated with fish aggregating devices (FADS} by the purse seine
hshenes, w111 lead to a reducnon in yield per recruit; o e - i

EXPRESSING CONCERN that despite the bigeye minimum size regulation of 3.2 kg, in effect since 1980, it
has been clear (hat the equatorial surface fleets (baitboat and purse seine) continue to land e large quantity of juvenile
bigeye taoa less than 3,2 kg, and that about 65% of the total number of fish caught in 1994 was below the minimum
size;

RECOGNIZING Lhat the SCRS strongly recommended redut:mg the catch 1o le.vals bzlow MSY and that this
overall reduction in catch must be'accompanied by a reduction in the catch of small fish;

Now, therefore, ‘ e
" THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (TCCAT) RESOLVES,
1. That countries fishing for bigeye tuns ai"c"urg;;ed' to reduce their catches to levels below MSY;
2. That countries which carry out equatorial surface fisheries and calch substantind amounts of bigeye tuna
under 3.2. kg should carry out comprehensive observation programs during 1956:

fa) to determine the incidance of catches of undersized hish resulting from the use of FADs, with special
emphasis on time/ares analysis; and

{&) to determine the incidence of catches of undersized fish in baitboat flest operations, with special
emphasis on Hmelarea analysis

3. That the SCRS develop, based upon these observation programs and other available information, specific
proposals for the regulation of the use of FADs, as well as measures necessary to reduce the catches of
undecsized fish in equatorial surface fisheries;

4, That SCRS analyze the impact of the application of the measures referred to in paragraph 3;

5. Thet countries be urged to take measures to reduce their catches of undersized Figh,

a6



RESOLUTION: SWO RECOVERY PROG.

ANNEX 4-9

L - RESOLUTION BY ICCAT
FOR NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH RECOVERY PROGRAM

The 1995 5CRS report on north Atlantic swordfish indicates thet the 1994 biomess is 68 % of what it should be
to produce maximum sustainable yield, The SCRS also noted that a range of management sirategies could be
implemented to allow stoek recovery and that more specific recommendations could be develupad if the Commigsion
provides the SCRS with more precise statements of its objectives, incleding the time frame in which they are to be
achieved and with what degree of certainty they are to be achieved. :

Therefore,

- THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

That the SCRS develop gt its 1996 meetinp alternative recovery options for north Atlantic swordfish, and
that the SCRS calculats ooe or more seres of annuai TACs based on stock projsctions that are needed for
rebuilding the stock to levels that will support meximum sustainable yield (MSY) levels with a 50%
probability within 3, 10, and 15 years.
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ANNEX 4-10

RECOMMENDATION BY TCCAT
REGARDING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AN ALTERNATIVE OPTION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF UNDERSIZED ATLANTIC SWORDFISH
AND THE REDUCTION OF FISHING MORTALITY

 RECALLING that, iz 1991, the Commission adopted a prohibition on the taking and landing of swordfisk, in
the entire Aflagtic Oceun, ‘weighing less than 25 kg live weight {125 cm lower jaw fork length), but allowing
Contracting Parties to grant a 15 % tolerance of small fish in nuraber of fish to boats that incidentally catch such fish;

NOTING that such tolerance has made it difficult for some Contracting Parties to engure the offscetiveness of the
minimum size 45 8 conservation measure to decrease the fishing mortality of swordfish as recommended by the SCRS;

ALSO RECALLING that the 1995 SCRS' bas mcogmzcli that & Iower minimum size prohibition with no
tolerance could be used us a functional squivalent; for the purposes of decrensing fishing mortality, to the cnerent size
prohibition with a tolerance; and

NOTING that, in 1991, the Commission encovrdged Contricting Parties fo take other appr{}pnate measurﬂs
within their natlnnal Junsdlchcms to protect l';rnﬂll swnrdﬁqh '

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF
ATLANTIC TUNAS (TCCAT) RECOMMENDS,
EFFECTIVE IN 1986:

That, in order to protect smell swordfish, any Contracting Party may choose, as an alternative to the existing
1991 recommendation regarding the minimmm size of swordfish, to take the necessary measures to prohibit
the taking by its vessels of swordfish in the Atlantic Ocean, as well as the landing and sals in its jurisdiction,
of swordfish and swordfish parts, less than 119 cm from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the tail, or
the equivalent in weight, provided that no tolerance of swordfish smaller than this lternative minimnm size
shall be alfowed. A party which chooses this alternative shall require appropriate record keeping of discurds.



RECOGHHMENDATION: SWD TAC

ANNEX 4-11

RECOMMENDATION BY ICCAT TO ESTABLISH PERCENTAGE SHARES

OF TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH (TAC) AND OVERAGE & UNDERAGE

PROVISIONS FOR NATIONS FISHING FOR NORTH ATLANTIC SWORDFISH

RECOGNIZING that ICCAT at its 1994 meeting adopted a total allowable catch level for north Atlantlc
swordfish as well as interim quotas for major nations for swordfish for 1995 and 1896;

NOTING that ICCAT has adopted at its 1995 meeling a Resolution calling for the SCRS to develop at its 1926
meeting alternative long-term recovery optiors for north Atlantic swordfish stocks;

REALIZING that & long-term rebuilding program may require the setting of annual allacations of total allowable
catch {TAC) for the patiens fishing for north Atlantic swurdﬁsh in order to meet rebu.lldmg objectives;

RECOGNIZING that the natinns fishing for north Atla.nt:c swordfish have estabhshed certnin levels of historical
fishing effort in the north Atlantic swordfish fishery; and,

_ DESIRING te facilitate en orderly and equitable setting of shares of TAC for nations ﬁshmg for north Atlantic
swordﬁsh under any rebitibding program: established by ICCAT for 1997 and beyand, :

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATIION
QF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RECOMMENDS:

That, to achieve &n orderly and equitable allocation of quota shares in the north Atlantic swordfish fishery
tor 1997 and beyond, the following long-term allocation scheme is established and implemented, beginning
in 1997, and extending beyond 1997 until otherwise apreed, to determine annual quotas of total allowable
catch for north Atlantie swordfish: SRS

Percentage Share of
Counrry North Atlantic Swordfish Catch
Capada 10.00%
Japun 6.25%
Portugal © 7.50%
Spain ' 41.25%
United States . 29.00%
Others (tatal) 6.00 %

That, if 2 country's Inndings exceed its quota in any year, the overage shall be deducted in subsequent years
such that total landings for each country for each three-year period, bepinning with 1997-199%, shall not

- exceed its total quota for that three-year period. Similarly, when landlngti by a ‘country are léss than its

guotk, the underage for that conntry may be addéd to subssguent years’ quota, such that total landings for
that conntry far each three-year period, beginning with 1597-1995, must not exceed the total quota for that
country over the same three-year period. In the case of Japan, the three-ysar period may be extended to five
Years. '

And that, Contracting Parties subject to this allocation scheme shafl take the necessary measures to
implement this Recommendation.
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A ANNEX 4-12

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT’
FOR THE ENHANCEMENT OF RESEARCH PROGRAMS FOR BILLFISHES
. (BLUE MARLIN, WHITE MARLIN; SAILFISH AND SPEARFISH)

RECOGNIZING that fisheries for Aflantic billfishes are characterized by many different partic.ipants, inchliding"
recreational and commercial fisheries; .

NOTING that possihle mis-reporting and/or undestfeporting of landings from various Atlantic fisheries have been
identified by the Commistion's Standing Committee nn Research and Statistics (SCRS) for these spenies;

MINDFUL that bilifishes are consumed in many countries, particulerly coastal nations in the Caribbean area and
the West African area, and are species important both to the rucreatlonal ﬁshmg mdustry and commercial fishing
industry throughout their range iri-the Convention area;

RECALLING that the SCRS reported in 1995 that the biomass for blue and white marlins has been below the
level needed to yield MSY, for more than a decade, and that thig Cnnnmttae "considered thesa stocks to be qver-
exploited, although they need verification with an updated gssessment, and thit for the north Atlantic blue marlin
stock, a sign of recovery has been recognized;

ALSO RECALLING that the SCRS reported in 1995 that the biomass for sailfish in the western Atlantic was
below the level needed to yield MSY, in 1994, and the Committee considered the stack to be at least fully exploited
and perhaps over-exploited;

RECOGNIZING that improved data are necessary tc better manage thesé imporiant species;
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
__OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT} RESOLVES: S

C 1i
FIRST that the SCRS ha requested tn further imprave resaarch and study of thesa spccmﬂ, with, pa.rtlcu]a.r
attention to their growth and age :

SECOND that the SCRS be requested to review and updats historical catch and ef’fort data tor commermal und
recreational fisheries for these species in the Convention area; ;

THIRD, that a five-year (or more) scientific program be hereby established, to be integrated within the ICCAT
Enhanced Billfish Program, under which Contracting Parties will promote the voluntary release by their
commercial and recrestional fishermen of blue marlin, white marlin, sailfish, and spearﬁsh taken a]wu in the

Convention area and, where practicable, the taggmg of these gpecies under the pmgram'

FOURTH that all Contracting PaItles fishing for bilifishes should make an effort to pa.n‘lcipate in the ICCAT
scientific program for these. species, and that they report aJmually te the SCRS resulls of the program referred
to in the Third paragraph; and

FIF'[‘H that ICCAT will, seeking particularly the cooperation of thase Contracting Poerties with interests in the

billfish fisheries, develop for consideration during the 1996 mesting a plan to establish a reward program for the
_ tag and release of billfishes, and fur the retorn of tags recovered from chdpthtKl h)llﬁbhes )
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RESOLUTION: SHO ACTION PLAN

ANNEX 4-13

RESOLUTION BY ICCAT CONCERNING AN ACTION PLAN
TO ENSURE THE EFFECTTVENESS OF THE CONSERVATION
PROGRAM FOR ATLANTIC SWORDFISH

RECOGNIZING that the poal of I[CCAT is to maintain populations of tuna and tuna-like fishes i in the Atlannc
at levels which will permit harvesting maximum sustainable yield;

CONSIDERING the need for action to ensure the effectiveness of ICCAT objectives to conserve amd manage
Atlantie swordfish;

RECOGNIZING that a considerable number of vessels fishing for Atlantic swordfish are ng]Stered to nations
which are not members of ICCAT;

BEING AWARE of the strenuous effarts by Contracting Parties to ensure enforcement of ICCAT’s conservation
and management measures and to encourage non-member nations to abide by these measures;

FINDING that the ICCAT regime's abilily to mansge Atlantic swordfish on a sustainable basis is diminished by
harvesting contrary to ICCAT recommendations and recognizing the need for measures complementary to the ICCAT
repime to ensure the effectiveness of those recommendations; i

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES:

(a) That the Commission, through its appropriate subsidiary body, shall review aopually the
implementation of the Commission's conservation recommendations by sach Contracting Party. The
Commission will recommend nnnuu.lly any necessary new measures to be taken to ensure compliance
by Contracting Parties.

(b)  That the Executive Secretariat shall develop and send a letter to non-Coentracting Parties fishing for
Atlantic swardfish in the Convenfion area requesting full cooperation with the Commission in
implsmenting the ICCAT conservalion programs,

(c)  That the Commission, through its appropriate subsgidiary body, shall identify annually those non-
Contracling Parties whose vessels have been fishing for Atlantic swordfish in a manner which
diminishes the effectiveness of the relevant consarvation recommendations of the Conunission, These
identifications shall be based on the catch data campiled by the Commission, the trade information
obtained through national statistics, and any other relevant information. Every effort shall be mude
by 4]l Contracting Parties in a position ta do so, to develop, by the 1596 ICCAT meetiny, adequate

" -catch and trade information with respect to non-Contracting Parties sufficient to dutermine the effect
e or the swordfish congervation program.

(d) That the Commission shall request those non-Contracting Purties identified in paragraph (c) to rectify
their fishing activities 5o as not to diminish the effectiveness of the ICCAT canservaticn programs
and to advise the Commissicn of actions taken in that regard. -

()  That the Commission, through its appropriate subsidiary body, shall review anoually the actions

taken by those non-Contracting Parties identified and requested 1m paragraphs (c) ‘and (d) and identify

* thase non-Contracting Parties whick have not rectified their fishing sctivities in accordance with
paragraph (d).

(f} . That to ensurs the effectiveness of ICCAT conservation recommendations for Atlantic swordfish, the
_Commission will recommend that Contracting Parties take non-discrimimatory trade restrictive
measures, consistent with their intemational obligations, with respect to Atlantic swordfist: products

in any form from those non-Contrecting Parties identified in paragraph (&).
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ANNEX 4-14

FORMAT ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION FOR
ANNUAL NATIONAL REPORTS TQO BE SUBMITTED TO ICCAT

1. Ohjectives and rationale

Annual National Reports prm.rltle a mechanisin for the provision to ICCAT of relevant information on the funa-
related activitigs of contracting parties dunng the preceding year. As such, they have formed an mcreasmgly
important source of information on national Gshing, research and management efforts, for consideration by the
Commission, the SCRS, the Species Panels, the Infractons Commitiee and the Working Groups. As the scope of
interests, and the resuitant information requirements, of these various sub-committees has growsn, so the National |
Reports have mereased i volume and complexity.

Initia attempts have been made by the SCRS and the Infractions Commiliee to provide informal guidelines for -
the information content of Mational Reports, Howeaver, the wide diversity in content and format of National Reports
received to date has complicated efforts to extract specific information required by the various subrcumrmttees As
a result, much of the information content has often not been directly considered by these committees. Tn particutar,
the diversity in National Report formats has prevented the [CCAT Secretariat. froms using them as a source of formal
nnhﬁcatlon of matters of importance to the Commission. The following formalized National Repcrt Tequi cments are |,
praposed to resolve some of these problems and to optimize the value of t_hese reports to ICCAT. ... . ., .,

2. Format of National Reports

“In o:rcler to standardize the :nturmatmn pruvxlad facilitate the e.xtractmn af specific mfunnalz.on for particular
suh commitfess and minimize the amount of copyinig necessary, to provzda mfarmatmn to sub-cummlttacs, annual
Mational Reports should adhere to the following format requirements, as detf:rmmed and agreed to by the
Commission.

2.1 General National Report requirements I

“ All ICCAT contracting pn.rtle.s should be required to submit an annual Naticnal Report to' the Commussion,
prowdmg mfurmatlun on their tuna-related ﬁs'l:ung activities, research activities and ﬁshenes management efforts
du:rmg the precedm‘l, yeur. These' repurts should adhem to the ful]uwmj, general requuement3'

s Natloual Reporis should be submitted to the ICCAT Scl:retarlat at Jeast one. lnonth bef'ora the start of the
annual Regular oe Special Commisgion Meeting. Where the meating of the SCRS is held some time before
the Commission meeting, such reports may be submitted at the start of the SCRS meeting, provided sufficient
copies are submitted for circulation to all participants, Where the Secretariat is required to make the necessary

" " copies, reports should be submitted one month before the start of the SERS meeting. ' The exact submission
datés and required number of copies should bt- ammally detsm:lmad by the: Se-cretanat and’ umeuusly circulated
to contracting partics.

.. The main body nf Nétionlql Repnrts s-h_oulc'lz be coneise, and ;:Ietail_ed-addit_'ic}i:!a;_l.iﬁfoi‘mation should be presented
. in appendices to the report. Where possibie, clear tabies and figures should he used to summarize and clarify
imformation presented in National Reports. L

‘The main body of annual Naticnal Reports should not excesd 8 pages in lenpth {two Ad puges pér section),
" oxcept that, where multiple fisheries are being’ rspurtad uu. rupcrth ccu'id Extend fo '-‘0 pages in length. The
" length of apptmdlct:a shanld be un]lmltecl



FORMNAT MATIONAL REPORTS

- Where possible, contracting partics should provide the Seerstariat with the text of their National Reporls in
electronic form, in & format to be determined by the Secretariat.

2.2 Report Sections

National Reports should contain specific, separate sections on fisheries, research, management and mspection
activities, and may optiopally include appendices contzining additionsl information pertinent to these sections,
Tnformation presented in National Reposts should be divided info the reievant sections to facilitate the extraction and
copying of particular information required by the Commission and sub-committees. The main report sections should
be:

2.2.1 National Fisheries Information

This report section should provide summarized informatios on the total catches, effart, CPUE and size-frequency

trends in tuna fisheries during the preceding year. Attention should be given to changes in fishing patterns or new

developments in such fisheres, as well as sucio-economic factors which influence or explain such changes and
developments.

2.2.2 Research and Sratistics

This report section should provide & description of the statistical data callection systems implemented to monitor
tuna Bsheries, with an indication of the degres of coverage of catch, effort and size data for fishing operations in |
local and distant waters. Attention should be given to problems, changes and improvements in such statistical systems
and, wiere possible, the coverage of retained catches of target and by-catch species, and of discarded catches.

This section should also present summarized information on tuna-related research setivities and results of
particular interest to ICCAT. Tn particular, research related to stock delineation, stock assessment, migration and
environmental fectors should be reported on.

2.2.3 Implementation of ICCAT Conservation and Management Mensures

This teport section should repart on steps taken to implement ICCAT recommended conservation snd
management measures. In particutar, this section may provide for the formal notification of implementation of ICCAT
measures by contracting parties, including the dates of such implementation. Details of such implementation,
including texts of the relevant domestic legislation, can be included in the relevant appendix. Attention should be
given to problems with the implementation of ICCAT conservation and management measures, an the effects of such
measuras on tune fisheries. '

This section shonld also provide for the reporting of efforts to implement ICCAT Statistical Documant Programs
, where applicable. Summarized information should be provided on steps taken to implement such systems, und the
results achieved. Additional information may be provided on other trade monitoring systems implemented. However,
deluits of data collected and deteiled import and expart information should he included in the relevant appendix,

2.2.4 Inspecrion Schemes and Activities -

This report section should provide information on efforts undertaken to inspect own and other nation tuna fishing
activities and vatches. In particular, this section shoukd be used to describe steps taken to implement and administer
the ICCAT:Port Inspection Scheme, and to summarize results obteined under this scheme. Detrils of inspectorate
designations amid in§pectién results should be preseated in the relevant appendix, which should be considerad ta be
formal notification of such results.

- This section may also be used to present relevant summarized information on other inspection schemes
participated in by contracting parties, including domestic inspection schemes.
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2.2.5 Other Aciivities T
This report section should be vsed to provide summarized information on other tuna fishery related activities not
included in the previous sections, including observer programs implemented for tuna fisheries.

2.3 Natonal Report Appendices

In addition to the main body of annual National Reports te he submitted to TCCAT, provisions shonld be, made,
for appendices to such reports. The purpose of such appendices should be o provide a mechanism for providing
detailed supplementary information to the main sections of the National Reports. As such, information contained in.
such appendices should be considered to bave been formally transmitted to the TCCAT Secretariat, as will be the
contents of the body of Mational Reports, However, such appendices should not be included in subsequent publication
of National Reports in the annual reports of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics or, the ICCAT
Commission, The ICCAT Secretariat should annualiy determine, in cooperation with the Chairmen of the SCRS and
the Commission, to what extent such appendices should be copied for distribution to participants in the SCRS and
Commission meetings,

"Provision should be made for the fbllowiﬁg specific appendices to the various sections of the National ﬁépﬁr(s:

2.3.1 Research and Statistical Information

This appendix mny be uged 1o provide detailed supplementary information to the repart section on regearch and
statistics, In perticular, this appendix may be used to provide more detailed information on:

- Catch, effort and CPUE data for tunas and tuna-like species cawght by ICCAT contracting pa.rneb

- Information on by-catches and discards of huwas, sharks and incidental species caught in tuna-directed
fishenes.

- Szze-fraquency and mnrphomemc conversion information for tuna qpeeles naught .

- ‘Duta substitutions, raising factors and procedures to be used for raising catches of contrnctmg pames to catch—
at-mze,

r

2.3.2 Implementation of ICCAT Conservation and Managemen: Mensures _ o IR

This uppendix may be used to provide details of steps taken to implement [CCAT conservation and management
micAsures. Whereas the rele,vant section of the main body of the National Report should be used to provide formal
notification and summary of implementation of ICCAT management measures, this appendix may provide more,
details of how such measurus have been implemented. In particular, copies of domestic legislation promulgate.d to
implement [CCAT measures may be provided. Additional information may also be provided on supplementary Bfforts
directed at improving implementation of ICCAT conservation and management measuras.

2.3.3 Tuna thde Information .

This appandlx may be used to provide tunz trade information, parhcu]arly details of qtepq taken to lmplernent i
ICCAT Statistical Document Programs and other systems for monitaring trade in tuna speeies. In particular, detailad
information of quantities of tuna species imported or exported by various countries shouid be reported in this
appendix,

2.'3.:413"5.?&1?15‘ m:d Results of Inspection Schemes . _ ) !__
Tl:l.lb append.lx may be used to provide detailed information on the implementation and results of the ICCAT Port
Inspectmn Schieme or other tunu fishery inspection schemes or observer programs implemented by ICCAT members.

In particuiar, this appendix may contain information cn:

L Steps ke to implement the ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme, including information on official respundems _
and names of appointed inspectors,



FORMAT NATIONAL REFORTS

+ - - Results of inspections conducted under the ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme, particularly showing details ot
any transgrassions detected during such inspections.

= Relevant results of other inspection schemes conducted by contraciing purties, particularly concerning

problems detected with the implementation of, or complisnce wilh, ICCAT recommended management
measures by contrecting and non-contracting parties.

2.3.5 Orher Activities . |
__, This appendix may be nsed tc provide detailed information on other tuna fishery related zctivities reported on

in the relevant section of the main report. In particular, this appendix may be used to provide detailed results of
observer progeams implemented for tuna fisheries,
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ST S S S ANNEX 4-15

 "MANDATE AND TERMS OF REFERENCE ADOPTED BY THE COMMISSION

31

896

" FOR THE ICCAT CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT
MEASURES COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE

Name of Committee

"Thé co

mmittes shall be pamed the "ICCAT Conservation and Management Measures Coinpliance Commitiee”,

to be generally known as the "Compliance Committee".

Mandate and Objectives of the Compliance Committee

The Compliance Committee shall be broadly responsible for reviewing all aspects of compliance with ICCAT
congervation and management measures in the [CCAT Convention Area, with particular reference fo compliance
wilth such meaguzes by ICCAT Contracting Parties.

The Compliance Committee shail report directly to the Commission on it's deltherations and reogmmendations.

The Compliance Committee shall cooperate closely with ICCAT subsidiary bodies i order to remain informed
on oll issues concerning compliance with ICCAT conservation and management measures.

The wark of the Compliance Committee shall be guided by the following overall ohjectives:

2.4.1

a3
=
I3

To provide a strectured farum for discussion of all problems refated to effective implementation of, and
complisnce with, [CCAT conservation and management measures in the [CCAT Convention afea.

To gather and review information relevant to review of compliance with ICCAT conservation and
management measures from ICCAT subsidiary bodies, and from National Reports submitted by ICCAT
Contracting Parties.

To identify and discuss prablems related to the implementation of, and compliance with, ICCAT
conservation end management measuras, and to make recommendations to the Commission on how to
address thase problams,

Terms of Reference of the Compliance Committee

In order to meet tke overall objectives, the Compliance Committes shall:

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3

314

3.1.6

Review the status of implementation of, and compliance with, ICCAT conservation and management
measures, as reported in Mational Reports submitted by Contracting Parties, catch data compiled by
the Commissior and SCRS, trade information obtained through nationat statistics, the Bluefin Tuna
Statistical Program and other relevant information.

Specifically review domestic measures for the implementation of the Commission’s recommendations,
as reported hy Contracting Parties.

Review the impiementation of the ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme and progress made with inspectiony
conducted under this scheme. In particular, the Committee shull identify and discuss problems related
ta non-compliance with ICCAT conservation and mapagement measures detected during such
inspections.

Review other enforcement activities conducted by Contracting Parties in the Convention are, including
domestic inspection programs, reported by Contracting Parties, in ocder to identify problems with non-
compliance detected during such enforcement activities.

Develop and recommend suitable and effective measures to ensure proper application of the provisions
of the Convention. In particular, to further develop and recommend effective international inspection
und enforcement schemes, if considered necessary, within the ICCAT Convention Area.

Develop and make recommendations to the Comumission to resolve identified problems with
implementation of, or compliance with, ICCAT conservation and management measures, in order to
enhnnee compliance with ICCAT recommendations.
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PROPOSALS & STATEMENTS

ANNEX 5-1

STATEMENT BY THE OBSERVER
FROM THE CARIBBEAN COMMUNITY (CARICOM)
FISHERIES RESOURCE ASSESSMENT & MANAGEMENT PROGRAM (CFRAMP)

* The CARICOM: Fisheries Resource Assessment gnd Muapapement Program (CFRAMP) has participated as an
Observer through the Caribbean Commumty (CARICOM), since its inception. Participation this year, at the 14th
Regular Meeting of the TCCAT Commission, is particulacly ituportant given the interest demonstrated by the Standing
Committee of Ministers of Agriculture (responsible for fisheries) of CARICOM at their 1995 meeting. The Ministers
representing the CARTCOM Community of 14 countries, officially expressed their concern at the development of
pelagic fisheries in the Carihhean, in the context of international developments, and attempts at manapement. In
particular, the issue of artisanal fishing communities was- identified.

The CFRAMP,.in 1993, glso initiated across 12 countries a biological data collection program for lurge pelagic
and coral re=f species, and.will imitiate in 1996 4 similar program for small coestal pelapics, as well 25 a regional
tagging pragram for a.number of species covered in the ICCAT "Small Tunas” category. Through funding from the
European Cominunity to the Caribbean (CARTFORUM), CFRAMP will nlsn.extend its program to four additional
countries - Bahamas, ITaiti, Domirican Republic and Suriname, a total of 16 countrias,

CFRAMP rotes the initintives being made by ICCAT to address the issues of By-Catch {particulurly Sharks),

apd documentafion of available information on pelagic resources and expresses its interest in continuing its cooperation
with ICCAT end extending it to these arcas. A detailed Reporl is submitted for further information,
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e PROPOSAL BY THE U.S.
REGARDING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE U.N. AGREEMENT
ON THE CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT OF STRADDLING FISH STOCKS
& HIGHLY-MIGRATORY FISH STOCKS -

WHEREAS the United Nations Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks adopted,
in August 1995, a draft agreement for the implementation of the provisions of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea Relating to the Conservation and management of Straddling Fish Stocks and ‘Highly Migratory Fish
Stockq (thc Agreement), , .

'~ NOTING ‘that the Agreement will be opened for signatnre on December 4, 1995, and anticipating, but not
i:ire&ii.lming, that the Agrecment will enter into force at & fulure date;

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS THAT:

‘L. - The Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of TCCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures

(PWG) develop a series of recummendanons and prepare a report for considsration by the Commission at

- its- drimuil meeting in 1996 regarding the offective Imp]amentabc—n by the Commussion of the relevant
provisions of the Agreement.

2. In carrying out this assigument, the PWG shall;

a) ""Review the Agreement and determme Whlch Df 1ts provigions are likely m require action hy the_
Commission;

b) Determine which provisions of the Agreement, if any, will require changes in existing ICCAT
recommendations, conservation messures, or procedures, or will require any new initiatives by the
Commission; and

c) Develop a series of recommendations for specific steps that should be taken by the Commission to
effect such changes or initistives necessary to implament the relevant provisions of the Agresment.

3. The consideration of this issue by the PWG aod the Commission, and the participation of any particular

Contracting Party io this activity of the PWG, shall not be deemed in any way to prejudics the positions
of mdividual Contracting Parties with respect to the Agreement itself.
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ANNEX 5-3

STATEMENT BY THE OBSERVER FROM ICELAND

lccland has not participated in the work of ICCAT in previous years. The main reason is that Icelandic vessels
bave not been fiching for species that are dealt with by the Commission. Apart from & few incidences some docades
ago, tunas have not ben found in any significant quantities in Teelandic waters.

However, in recent years there have beer some sigos indicating that bluefiz tuna might be found in the Teelandic
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Plans are now being developed by the Marine Research Institute to explore this
possibility, which may lead to subsequent fishing by Icelandic vessels in the future,

Under these circumstanees, it sesms natural to conmsider the possibility of leeland joining ICCAT. After &
preliminary assessment of this option, there seem to be, however, some management Recommendations which conld
disconrage Iceland from joining the Commission. By this, [ refer to Recommendations which may be interpreted as
havinp the effect of prnbbltmg thase Contracting Parties which have nat been fishing for certain species from entering
the fishery, even ih their own EEZ, and irrespective of the distribution of the stock in queslion.

For Iceland, whose économy is overwhelmingly dependent on the exploitation of marine living resources, this

is discouraging, and mukes the option of membership an unattractive one to Iceland, nmless reservations be magde to
the Recommendations iz question or the situation be made more acceptsble by other means.
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oL ANNEX 5-4

STATEMENT BY THE OBSERVER FROM THE COMMISSION FOR THE
CONSERVATION OF SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA (CCSBT) -

1, ‘Al the Stk Sperial Meeting of ICCAT, held in November, 1994, the observer from the CCSBT put forward
the 1r.1e&, with respeet ta:the coordination of competence betwesen ICCAT and the CCSBT, that the CCSBT inform
ICCAT of conservation messures taken by the CCSBT, and [CCAT made.comments on them.

2. Since there seemed to be no objection to this idea o that occasion, T would like to report the activities of the
CCSEBT.

3 .The Sc:anhﬁ-:: Cumm:ttee— Meetmg was hEId from July 10 to 19 this year, in Shimizu, Ji apan. Al I'.he mmu.ug
stock assessmenf was made on southern bluelin tuna by scientists from thres conntrics, namely, Australia, Naw
Zealand and Japan. The result was that the scienist from Japan and the scienlists from Australia and New Zealand
had such different views about the stpck status and the prospepts for recovery that they couldn't produce an agresd
epnchusion on gurrent ar projected stock status. The differences of view arose from a range of factors, ineluding the
msufficiency of data coverage on ereas and seasons fished in recent years, the incomplete data set from 1994, dlﬂ'erent
interpretations of CPUE, and different approaches to VPA models.

4. The 2nd CCSBT Annual Meeting was held in Tokyo from September 12 to 15. In addition to the Conlracting
Parties, observers attended from the Republic of Korea, Indonesia, Taiwan, IPTP, CCAMLR represented by
Australia, ICCAT and IATTC represented by Japan, Japan proposed to increase the TAC by 6,000 metric tons to
solve the issue of data deficil. However, Australia and New Zealand did not agres to it because they did not want to
allow for TAC increases when, in their view, there is considerable uncertainty over stock status and such an increase
may jeopardize prospects for recovery. As a result, there was no apreement on 8 TAC for the 1995-95 fishing season
at the Ind Commission Meeting. Howeaver, in 2n effort to addrass the uncertainties in the assessment, the Commission
egreed to a number of measures which included: holding 2 modelling workshop; improving the timeliness of the
provision of material for the scientific committee meeting; a management strategy workshop; and continued
collahorative research in areas such as direct ageing and fishery independent measures of reeruitment.

5. Since the TAC and its allocations among Parties were not decided at the annual meeting, a Special Commission
Meeting was keld in Canberra from October 3 to 6. During the meeting, Jupan proposed that s special research guota
be established outside of the TAC instead of a TAC inerease, hut New Zesland and Australia maintained their
positions from the secand Commission meeting. As a result, no agreement was reached again. Accordingly, decisions
on TAC, its allocations among Parties and the special ressarch quota were deferred and the Special Meeting was
adjourned. Given this situation, the CCSBT decided that until January 31 next year each Party would be able to set
its interim national catch on its own decision, which shonld be no more than the national guota allocation determinad
for it by the first Commission Meeting. Tt is expected that agreement on TAC and other measures will be reached by
that date.

6. The CCSBT will make utmost efforts to settle these issues #s soon as possible, When conservation and
management measures such as TAC are decided, the CCSBT will notify ICCAT of its decision without delay.
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ANNEX 3-3

SCRS CHAIRMAN'S NOTE TO THE COMMISSION
ON SCRS MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS

1) The SCRS regrets to note that the management recommendations of the SCRS, for several stocks, have
repeatedly not been accepted by the Commission in a manner which would effectively secure the recovery of the

stocks, Furthermore, some of the management measures previously adopted by the Commission have never been
ohserved.

2) The SCRS is gravely concerned that failure to adopt, in a timely manner, its management recommendulions
will incur more painfiil sacrifices in the near future,

1) A precautionary approach should be taken, which accounts for uncertainty, not only when carrying out stock
assessments, but also in management decision-maling by the Commission.

4) Purthermars, 1 want to remind the Commission that MSY is the management objective of ICCAT, but it
should be considered as an upper limit not to be exceaded.

5) On behalf of the SCRS, I would like to urge the Commission to place more emphasis on the conservation of
the stocks as recommernded by the SCRS.
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IMFRACTIONS COMHMITYEE

ANNEX ¢6-1

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

1, Opening of the Meeting

1.1 The meeting was opened by the Chairman of the Committee, Mr. A. J. Penney of South Alrica, who
presented un introductory statement on the history and role of the Infractions Commitiee (COM/95/29). The Chairman
noted that, while the purpose of the Infractions Commmittee was to oversee the compliamee with ICCAT
recommendations, a review of the history of the Commitiee showed disappointing results. Frequently, when problems

in the implementation of [CCAT recommendations have heen presented ta the Committee, the Committee's jurisdiction
' to address these prablenis has heen questioned. In addition, it has not been clearly defined whether the Infractions
" Committes should deal only with the activities of Contracting Parties, or also Non-Coniracting Parties. In practice

problems related to Non-Contracting Parties have been discussed by the new Permansat Working Group on Research
and Statistics. As a result, although the Infractions Committee was established to oversez compliance with [CCAT
recommendatians, it has not been effective at doing so. The Chairman hoped that this meeting of the Committee would
davelop a clear vision of the future role of the Infractions Committes within ICCAT,

™ 2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 In crder to accornmodate the consideration of & proposal by Canada for an at-sea inspection program, the

"7 Chairman recommended that Item & be designated "Inspection Schemes”, and divided into (a) ICCAT Port Inspection

" Scheme and (b) Other Inspection Schemes. The Capadian proposal would then be considered under jtem 6.b. This

change was agreed to and the ravised Apenda ss adopted (attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 6-1).

3. Election of Rapporteur
3.1 Ms. 1. Flemma of the United States offered to serve as rapporteur for the meeting.
4, Status of the Application of the Regulations Recommended by the Commission on Yellowfin, Bigeye, Bluefin,
and Swordfish

4.1 The Executive Secretary presenled document COM/95/26, which contained a summary of all the

~ Recommendations and Resolutions adopted by ICCAT for albacore yeliowfin, bigeye, bluefin, and swordfish and
~ tables on the status of their application by member countries. The Executive Secretary presented this document and
* msked 4] Contracting Parties to provide formal notifications of their implementation of the ragulatory measures of the
" Commission in order to update the repart. '

4.2 The Chairman commended the Executive Secretary on the improvement in the format of the document and
noted that many member countries were oot submitting notifications of the implementation of management measures
to the Commission. The Delegats of the 11.8. A, alsa expressed their appreciation of the waork of the Secretariat on
the document. He noted that all management recommendations of the Commission that applied to ths U.5.A. had been

implemented and undertook to' provide information on the implementation of such measures. The Delegate of Korea
" informed the Committee that Korea had implemented the statistical document for the importation of frozen bluefin on

September 1, 1993 and for the ‘importation of fresh bluefin on June 1, 1994. In addition, he noted, that Korea had

" introduced demestic measures in 1995 to prohibit the fishing for bluefin by longline vessels in the. Mediterranean

; dunng the months of June and July. This prohibition will be in effect for Korean vessels in 1996, ‘He also undertonk

to pm\nde formal nnt:ﬁcahnn of the edoption of these measures o the Secretariat, The Delegate af Portugal indicated

“ that the BU has approved a regulation to implement the bluefin statistical document, effective Tuly 1, 1995, She would

try to get formal notification for all EU member countries s soon as possible,
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4.3 The Delegate of Canada assursd the members of the Committee that all management measures of the
Commission that apply to Canada have been implemented by his country. He will ensure that formal notification of
this fact.is:provided to the Secretariat in a more direct manner instead of simply in an appendix to their National
Report.

4.4 The Chairman noted that this raised the issue of whether a formal notification of the adoption of management
measures should be the only method of notification to the Secretatiat or whether some ‘other methad, such'as a more
structured National Report, may elso be appropriate. The delegate of the U,5.A. commented that in the future,
sountries may want ta provide formal notification of implementation in their National Reports within formal guidelines
sel by the Commission.

5. Guidelines for National Reports to the Infractions Commitiee on the Implementation of ICCAT Conservation
Measures : L

5.1 Tha.ﬂhnirman noted that the need for Mational Reports conltain.ing information on all a.spects of
implementation and monitoring of [CCAT management measures had been agreed to in 1993, The Chairman had

proposed draft guidelines in bis report to the Committee in 1993, although these had not. yet been developed into
formal requirements. After discussion in 1994, it was ngree.d that member eountries should submit 8 single national

report annuelly to ICCAT for use by all ICCAT committees, ardhering ¢o the guidelines put forward by the Chairman I

{details of these guidelines can be found in decument COM/95/29). However, it was noted that National Reports still
differed substantially in content, detail and structure,

5.2 Discussion of the guidelines far the National Report focused on two issues: (1) Should the National Report
contain both research and statistics as well as the steps taken to immplement management measures; and (2) Could the
information included in the National Report regarding the steps taken by member countries to implement management
moasures be considered formal potification to the Secretariat of such actions for the purposes of the Status of
Implementation tables campiled by the Secretartat. The Assistant Executive Secretary explained thet the information
contained in the National Reports had, with the inclusion of information on implementation of management measures,

surpassed the needs of the SCRS and created some problems with copying such extensive reports for both tha SCRS
and Commission meetings. In response the Chairman usked whether separate scientific and management National

Reports should instead be submittad.

5.3 The Delegate of France noted that the Status of Implementation tables are based only on formal notification

of adoption of the mensures by the member countries, but in some cases countries had not yet implemented the
measurss due to practical problems. The Chairman askod whether- the Status of Implementation tables could also list
steps have been taken to implement management measures, as described in National Reporis, in addition to the actual
formal notifications. The Assistant Executive Secretary noted that, for the purposes of scientific analysis, it was
importanl to be able to distinguish when regulations becoms effective for cach country, . ,

5.4 The Delegate of Canada suggested that if member countries have not formally objected to a management
recommendation, they are bound to implement it. He asked whether the Statas of Impiementation tables were
necassary. The Delegate of Spain noted that the dates of implementation is practical information that the Committee

needs at its disposal for analyses and management decisions. The Detepate of Spain alse suggested thal the National

Reports be divided in such a way that only the needed information would be supplied to SCRS and that ail information

could be supplied to the Commission, The Delegaie of the U.5. agreed that the dates of implementation are useful
and that some separation of the information in the report could be beneficial. The Delegate of Japan agreed that the
separation of information in the nativnal reports was appropriate and agreed with Camada shout the Status of
Implementation -tahies.

3.5 The Chairman snggested that more formalized puidelines for the Nauunal repurts could address thh the

problems being discussed. He suwggested that the reports could he more structired, to ensure that all ra]ewmt'_:
management information is included, and that information included in the National Reports could be nsed by. the

Secretariat. for the purposes of npdating the -Status of Implementation tables. The Delegate of Sp:nn agreed that the
National Reports should he standardized but expressed reservation that the reports would be used as 4 substitute for

formal notification. Brazil suggested that the Status of Implementation Tables should only list those cuuutnes that are

subject to the management. measure in question. The Assistant Executive Secretary apreed with the Chairman’s

proposal, stating that if the Naticnal Reports are standardized and well formatted, the information could be abstracted

for the Status of Implementation tables. It would also make it easier to separate the information needed by the SCRS
from the comprehensive Natonal Report.
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5.6 Alfter discussion, the Chairman suggested that the Committee congider his proposal that countries should
continue to submit one nationsl report based on draft formal gmde]mes w]m:h he offered to, draft. The repost wil} have
three ‘sections: (1) Description of thie ‘statistical data systems used by the cnuntry, mcludmg catch and effort

i« SUMIMATIES; (2] A summary of steps talen to implement management measure of [CCAT, ﬂ:at cnuld serve. as, formal
notificatior to the Exécutive Secre.tary for the purposes of the Status of Jmplementaticn i tnhles anl:l (3) A bumm.ﬁr}
of inspection sctivity under the Port Inspection Scheme and any. other dumestlc mspecnun ]Jrngrams - Additional
.appendices could ‘then be used to provide detailed mformauon ofl catch, eifort and mze-frequancy mformauou.
domestic legislation lmplamentad to comply with ICCAT management recommendations and inspestions conducted,
Ins this munner, the Secrstariat could copy for the SCRS only the sections of the reports that were necessary for its
work, and could supply the Whole report for the Commission mestings, The Comamittee agreed to consider this
praposal and the report guidelines. e

5.7 The "Proposed Required Format for Annual Natidnal Reports to be Submitted to JCCAT" was presented by
«the Chairman. The guidelines in the praposal would formalize the reqmrements for the format of Natiopal Reports,

rand Contracting Parties would he ‘expected to follow the format. Sectlons of thF National Report would not be
compulsory in the sense that if a nation did not have information to provlr.{e on a partlcuiar section of the repori they
.would not be required to report on that particular section. The reports would be divided into sections in order to
fucilitate the disseminetion of mfurmnhun as; was envisaged in the abhove dxscussmn Information providsd in the
Nationa! Report would also be cansideréd to be formal notification to the Secramn at thh respect to the Port Inspection
Scheme and the implementation of ICCAT management rscnmmendauons,

5.8 Aficr presentetion of the proposed format, the Chairman asked whether the Committse would forward to
guidelines for National Reports ta the Commlssmn for its ccn51derat10n a:ud adoptlon After much discussion of the
propused format and several suggestions fur m.Lnur cha.ugea. to the document, "the Chairman agreed to ravise the
dosument for final adoption by the Cnmrmttee at 1t3 next session, so that it thcn cnuld he forwarded to the Commission
for adopuou ,

5.9 After introducing some minoc changes to the dncument, the "Format for Annual National Reports to be
Submitted to ICCAT" were approved by the Committez and recommended to the Commission for final adoption
(ﬂttached as Anmex 4-14).

6. Inspect:on Schemes
. a) ICCAT Port Inspection Scheme

G.1 The Executive Secretary prasented document COM/95/27, which provided background infermation on the
implementation of the Part Inspection Scheme, the form to be wsed for inspection, and a list of inspectors and
correspondents named by each country. He noted that ten countries had formally accupted the Scheme and that Ahgola
and Uruguay had indicated their intention to participate in the Scheme by designating inspectors. Venezuela was the
only country to have accepted the scheme since the 1994 Commission meeting. Since the last meeting of the
Infractions Committee in 1994, only ook inspection report had been submitted to the Sceretariat, by South Africa, and
no infractions bad been reported. '

6.2 The Chairman commented that the Porl Inspection Scheme had been implemented with pood objectives but
had not yet prcv:ded real pmcncal results. He noted that some countries had isnplemented domestic inspection schemes
thul were more L.ffer.lwe, but were not conducted under the auspices of the ICCAT Port Tnspection Scheme. He
reminded the Cofninittee that he had asked in 1994 whether the scheme should be sbandoned, and whether the
Committee should rather rely on information from such domestic schemes. He noted that, at the tims, there has been
consensus that the Port Inspection sho'uld continue, #nd should be strengthened. '

6.3 The Delegate of Spain noted that thetr information on port msmct:mns. was included in their national repcrts
He believed the Seheriie should be maintamned and that ail nations should pnrtlclputu. The Chatrman rioted that the
propased formial National Rapoit gmclalmes would include & specific section for reporting of mspectlon scheme results.
Other countries also expressed continued support for the Port Inspection Scheme, and it was again agreed that the
scheme should continue ta funchion, and that participating couatries should make an effort to report results under this
scheme in their annual national reports.

109



ICCAT HEPORT, 1994-95 (I1)

o fi)OrherInSpedianSéhemes - T ' S e

6.4 The Chairman toted that Canuda had circulated a prnpmal for an ICCAT at-sea inspection program. He noted
that this proposal was detailed and compiex, and suggested that member countries be given tims to digest the proposal
before detailed discussion thereof is conducted. He therefore requested Capada to initially summmarize the objectives
and basic structure of their proposal. The Delegatc of Canada explained that ICCAT had already made provision for
an dt-sea inspection scheme, described in the ICCAT Basic Texts, that had heen agreed to in 1976, bul which had not
yet been implemented. He indicated that Canada belioved that it was time for ICCAT to have an at-sea inspection’
scheme as a tool to ensure compliance with the recommendations of the Commission. Given the highiy migratory-
nature of the stocks, Canada believed 2l ICCAT nations have a responsibility to ensure that the Commission’s
meagures are enforced. A joint, at-sea inspection program would assist with those efforts. He also noted that the recent
U.N. Conference on Highly Migratory Fish Stocks had adopted a draft agresment in August (which wonld be open
for sr@ature oo December 4, 1995) endorsmg internutionsl cooperation in enforcement, and specifically at-sca
inspection {Articles 20-22 of the Agreement, which can be found in document COM-SCRS/95/17). The propasal put
forward by Canada was based upor the originzl ICCAT scheme and elements of the at-sea inspection scheme adopted
by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization (NAFQ), with which many of the Committea members are Famiilidr.
Tha proposal by Cunsde for an ICCAT Scheme on Intemationsl Iuspectmn is attached as Appendix 2 to Annex 6 1

" 6.5 The Chairman noted that, until countres had an oppnrrumty to thurou_ghly review the Capsdian proposal,
a detailed discussion should be postponed. He did however, open the floor for discussion of the pencral concept
proposed by Canada and asked whether such a scheme should be a sapamta mspectmn scheme or sc-mehcnw
mcnrporatad into the existing Port Inspcctmn Scheme :

i} - 6.6 The Delegates of Spain and France requested that the original [CCAT at-gea mspeclmu schems be reviewed
to determine if it was adequate as originally designed. The Delegate of France cxpressed corcern at potential probleéms
with the premature integration of this Scheme with the requirements of the new U.N. agreement on straddling stocks
because it had not yat been signed by participants and so, technically, bad ot yet entered into force. The Delegate
Df Japan recalled that an at-sea inspection scheme was adopted by ICCAT in 1975, bt that ICCAT at that time also
decided that it was premature to implement the scheme. He also stated that Japan did not object to discussing what
would be a most effective and practical enforcement scheme for [CCAT, but it was alse concernéd dhout irying to
bring ICCAT into line with the new U.N. agreement before it has entared into force and before ICCAT has reviewed
all the provisions of the Agreement to determine how they will apply to the ICCAT Convention and the Commission's
activities. Japan foresees difficulties with the establishment of a single, uniform inspection system worldwide and nates
that the U.N. agreement provides the flexibility necessary to develop an effective alternative to at-sea inspection
schemes to suit particular eircamstances. The Delegate of Spain agreed with the comments of France and Japan.
Portugal asked whether there are other options to provide betier control tha.n an at-sea imspection scheme.

\ 6.7 After opportunity for a review of the proposed Canadian at-sea inspection schems, debate on the proposal
continued, Mﬂny delegations expressed the view that debate on the pmlcu]ar proposal was premature for Several
TEas0ns. ICCAT had already made provision for an at-sea inspeetion cheme in the "Basic Texts", It should first be
determined if such a scheme shouvid now be implemented. If this is considered to be necesfary, then it must be
determined whether the existing scheme is sufficient or a néw schemz, such as the one-proposed by Canada, is moré
appropriate. Secomnd, at-sex inspection requiremests are a provision of the new U.N. Agresment. Many fult that the
evaluation of the need for this proposal shuuld be canducted w:th.m the overall evaluation by ICCAT nf the
requirements of the U.N.’ Agreamcut

6.8 The Delegate of Canada explmned that they did not expect their proposal 1o be sdopted at this meLtmg but
had sought to begin a dizlogue on this issue. He mentioned a proposal by the 17.5.A. that was expected torrequest
ICCAT to conduct a review of the U.N. proposal and its implications for new requirements ‘at ICCAT. He felt that
this proposal could be discussed within that forum. The Chairman esked whether Committee wished io request the
PWG to look at this within their revisw aof the U.N. Agreement, but it was noted that the U.S. prnpnsal far such an
avaluation by the PWG had not yet been apprcwed On this cccesion, the Spanish Delegation reiterated its previously
stated position an the U.N. Agreement in general. The Chairman did not want this initiative to be lost by’ the
Infractions Committes, and he proposed that the members of the Infractions Committes with an interest in this issue
should investipate the merits of an at-sea inspection scheme, the existing [CCAT scheme and any other relevant
proposals over the next yeer in order to allow & more substantial debate on the issue at the next mecting of l:ha
Infractions Committes. This proposal was accepted by the Committes. : :

[T

110



INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

7. New Name and Mandate of the Committes

7.1 The Chuirman presented for disciission a proposal entitled "Proposed Mandate and Terms of Reference of
the ICCAT Compliance Committee”. He explained that the purpose of the proposal was to formalize the guideline
objectives suggested for the Infractions Committes in 1994, with inclusion of the specific terms of reference suggested
in the proposal circulated by Canada, fepan and the United States.

7.2 The Delegate of the United States thanked the Chairmar for the proposal and noted that if ICCAT was intent
upon becoming more effective as an international conservation apd management body, compliance by Contracting
Parties and meaningful action by the Irfractions Commitiee will be important. In that regard, the proposed terms of
reference and mandate for the Committee would be vsluable in that effort.

7.3 The Chairman ihen suppested that his proposal be considered paragraph by paragraph for editorial suggestions
snd adoplion, and that supgested changes in wording be incorporated directly. Some sections prompted more
substactive discussion. With respect to paragraph 2.3, the Delegate of France expressed concern about possible
duplication. of effort with-other committess or working groups. The Delegate of France agreed that cooperation
between the Committee and other TCCAT. subsidiary bodies was important. However he noted that the terms of
reference of [CCA1 subsidiary bodies created in future should not duplicate those of the Infracticns Committee. The
Committee then proposed that the Commissian be requested to ensure that the lerms of reference of future subsidiary
bodies not daplicate those of the Infractions Committes.

7.4 With respect to paragraph 3.1.5, the Delegate of Spain noted that thers were already ICCAT inspection and
enforcement schemes in existence. The Committes would {herefore not ocly be concérmed with the development of
new inspection schemes, but should also first review existing schemes, The Delegate of Japan also requested that it
be noted that such new schemes should only be developed where necessary. These suggestions were adopted,

7.5 After final re-wording supgestions were accepted by the Committee, the proposed "Mandafe and Terms of
Reference for the ICCAT Conservation snd Managemeat Mensures Compliance Committes” were adopted (attached
as Annex 4-15). '

8. Dat¢ and Place of the Next Meeting of the Commitice

B.1 The Committee agreed tc meet at the sume time and place as the next Cammission mesting.

9. Other Matters

9.1 No other matters were discussead.

19, Election of Committee Chairman

~ 10.1 Several delepations expressed their congratulations and appreciation to Mr. Penney, the outgoing Chairman
for his dedication and the efficient work carried out by him during his tenure.

10.2 Upon the nomination of Jspan, which was seconded by the U.5., the Delegate of France, Mr. F. Peronne,
was unanimously elected Chairman of the Compliance Committee.

11. Adoption of Report

11.1 The 1995 Repart of the Infractions Committee was adopted.
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12, Adjowrnment

12.1 Al the time of adjournment, Mr. Peaney thanked the Committee for their collubaration during his term in
ofﬁca and wished the new Chairman much success. The 1993 meeting of the Infractions Committee was adjourned.

Appendix.1 1o Annex 6-1
INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE AGENDA

Opening af the meeting
Adoption of Agenda _ N
Nominaticn of Repporteur , '
.Status of the application of the regulations recommended by the Commission an yellowfin, hxgeye blueﬁn,
albacore and swordfish. Questions resulting fom the SCRS Report
5. Guidelines for national reparts to the Infractions Committee oo the implementation of ICCAT
conservation measures
6. Inspection Schemes:

£ I

a) lCCAI Port lﬁspection Schems
b) Other Inspection Schemes

7. New name and mandate of the Committee

8. . .Date and place of the next meating of the Commiltee
9., Other matters -

10. Election of Committee Chairman

11. Adoptica of Report

12,  Adjonmment

Appendix 2 to Annex &-1
PROPOSAL BY CANADA FOR AN ICCAT
SCHEME OT INTERNATIONAL INSPECTION

General

1. Controt shall be carried out by inspectors of the fishery control services of Contracting Parties. The names of
the inspectors appointed for that purpose by their respective governments shell be zotified to the Commission.

2. Ships carrying inspectors shall fly a special flag or pennant approved by the Commission to indicate that the
inspectar is carrying out interpational inspection duties, The pames of the ships so used, which may be either
special inspection vessels or fishing vessels, shall be notified to the Commission, as soon as may be practical
each year.

3. In the case of mutual agreement between the respective Contracting Parties, inspectors assigned by one Party
may be placed on beard the inspection vessels of another Party assigned to the Scheme. S

Duties/Oblipations of inspectors/inspection parties '

¢.  Fach inspector shall carry a document of identity supplied by the authorities of the flag state in a form approved

by the Commission and given him/her on appointment stating that he/she has authority to act under arrangements
approved by the Commission.
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1.

13,

14.

15.
18.

17.

INFRACTIONS COMMITTEE

Am inspection party shall nermsaily consist of two Inspectors assigaed to the scheme. Qceasionully an inspector
trainee may eccompany the inspection party.

The use of arms in relation to the inspecticas is prehibited snd, in particular, the inspectors shall not carry arms.
Notwithstending the provisions of this section, the principle of not carrying or using arms shall not be deemed
to limit the performance of inspections by a Coniracting Barty of vessels flying its own flag. ,
Inspections shall be mede so that the v'cssel, its sctivities and catch suffer the minimum interference and
inconvenience.

The doration of an inspection shell not exceed thres hours, or until the pear is hauled in and the gear and catch
inspected, whichever is longer, but this time limitation shall not apply in the case of an apparsnt infringement,

In the case of & difference betwesn the recorded catches and the estimates of the inspector of (he catch on board
the vessel, the m'ipecmr may re-check csloulations, procedores, the relevant documentation used to determing
the catch summaries from the Convention Area and the catck on board the vessel; the inspector shall then leave
the vessel within one hour follawing the complation of the original inspection.

An inspector shall limit his/ker inquiries to the ascertainment of the fects in relation to the cbservance of those
Commission’s measures to which the Contracting Party for the inspected vessel has not objected in secordance
with Article VIII of the Convention. The inspection shall be carried out using the report of inspection prescrihed
in Annex

An inspector has the authority to examine caich and any fishing gesr or any relevant documentation which the
inspector deems necessery to verify the obsarvance of the Commission’s measures,

Inspectors shall summarize from logbook records, for the current voyage, the vessel's catch in the Convention
Aren by species and by drea based on those specific areas that the Commission’s measures apply end shal! record

- this summary on the mspe;ctmn ‘form.

In making his‘her examinatiun. ‘the inspector may ask the master for any requ.ired nﬁsistanc;. '

On boarding the vessel an ins pcctor shall produce the document described in (4) above. I.uspac-twns shall be made
so thal the vessel suffers the minimnm mterference and i inconvenience and that degradation of the quality of the
fish: be avoided. An inspectar shall limit his/her enquiries to the ascertainment of the fset in relation to the
observance of the Commission's recommendzations in force in relation to the flap state of the vessel concerned.

In muking his/her examination an inspector may ask the master for any assistance he/she may req_uire Hefshe
shall draw wp a report of his/her inspection in & form approved by the Comuission. He/she shall sign the report
in the presence. of the ma:».ter of tha vesse] who shail be entitled tn add ar have. added ta the report any
to thé Tnaster of the veaael and to the inspector’s government wha l:hnll transmit copies 1o the u]:lprupnale
authorities of the ﬂag state of the vessel and to the Commission. Where any infringement of the
recommendations is discovered the inspector should, where possible, also inform the competent authoritics of
the flag stats, a5 aotified to the Commission, and any inspection ship of the flag state knowa to be i in the vicinity.

Inspectors shell carry out their duties under these arrangements in accordance with the rules set ‘aut ‘in this
recommendation but they shall remain under the operational contral of their national authorities and shall he
responsible to them.,

‘The inspector shall affix an identification mack approved by the Commission to any fishing geér inspected which
appears to be in contravention of any of the Commission's recommendations in force in relation to the flag state
of the vessel c.nncerned.and‘,sha_l} record this fact in his/her repont,

The inspector may phntngmph the gear in such a way as to reveul those features which in his/her opinion are

--not in confermity with the regu]atlon in force, in which case the subjects pholographed should be listed in the

report and copies of the photographs should be attached to the copy of the report to the flag state.
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The inspector shall have anthority ta examine the characteristics' of catches, to"establish whsther the
Commission's recommendations are being complied with. He shall report hie ﬁndmgs to the authormes of the
flag state of the ingpected vasse] a5 scon as pcss;blc,

(i) The Ebbmg gear shall be mspected in accordance with the regulations in foree for the subarea in which the

inspection takes place. The inspector will state the nature of the violation in his report.

(ii) Inspectors shall have the authority to inspect gil fishing gear in use or any fishing gear on deck ready for

uge,

Ohhg.lhnns of VELEI Masters

19

2].

I3
b

f25.

‘i14

1

The muster of a vessel to which the schemr: applies shall facilitate boardmg wheni gwen the appropriate signai
in the International Code of Slgnals by a vessel carrymg an 1nepectnr

The master of the vessel shall psrmit the inspection party to board it. The vessel to be boarded shall not be
required -to stop or manceuvre when' conduchng acheal fishing operations hat shnll stop or slow dowz in order
to facilitate boarding ag soon as feasible. - - Cot :
Far vessels langer than 30 meters the master shall provide a boarding ladder constructed and used as described
it Annex

The master shall facilitate the wark of the inspector, including but not limited to complying with requests by an
inspector to haul in fishing gear in use and to pl’DVlda access to thB vesse} and tha vessel‘:. ﬁhhmg gear, cafch
and relevant documents, : :

The master shull enable the inspector to make such exumimation of catch or gear and any ralevant documents

as the inspector deems necessary to verify the observance of the Commission’s recommendations in force
relation to the flag state of the vessel concerned and the inspector may ask for any explanations thist he/she
deems nace.ssa‘ry

Resistance to an inspector or failure to comply with his directions ':hull be treated by the flag state of the vessei
in 2 manner similar to resistance to any inspector of thal state or a failure to comply with bis dirdetion.

‘Dbhgatmns of Contractmg Pnrtlns ' o o

Contracﬁng Guvemmcnts shall con51der and act on reports of foreign inspectors under thesn arrangements on
& similar basis in accordance with-their national legislation 1o the reports of pational inspectors or eaforcement

. officizls. The provisions of this paragraph shall not impose any obligation on a Contracting Govérnment (0 give

the report of a foreign inspector a higher evidential value then it would possess in-the inspictor's own country.

" Contracting Governments shali colluborate in order to facilitate judicial, legal or other procegdings rising from

i rspurt of an inspector under these srmngements

Contracting. Governments shall inform the Comm1ssmn by the end of March each year of-tlieir provisional plans
for participation in these arrangements and the Commission may make suggestions to Contracting Governments
for the coordination of national uperatmna in ths field including tha number of msyectnrs and shlps carrymg
mspectm 5. ' S

Tha arrangements set out in this recommendation and the plans for parti¢ipation shall apply betwesn Contracting
Governments ueless otherwise agreed between them; and such agreement shall be. m}tiﬁod ter the Commission:

: -Appmpnnte authunt:les of each Contracting Party shall repnrt to the Executive Secretnry by March 1 em:h year

for the previous ¢alendar year:
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(i) the number of inspections conducled by it under the Scheme specifying the number of inspections on the
vessels of each Contracting Party and, in the case of apparent infringements, the date and position of the
JAnspection of the named vessel and the nature of the apparent infringement;

(if) the disposition of apparent infringements notified to it by a Contracting Party. The apparent infringements
shall continne to he listed on each subsequent report until the ection is concluded under the jaws of the

Flag State:;

The report in 66 (it} sbove shall‘indicate the current status of the case (i-e. case pending, under appeal, still
under investigation, eic) and any penalties imposed shall be described in specific terms (i.e. level of fines, value
of forfeited fish snd/or gear, written warning given, et¢) and shall include an explanation if no action has been
taken,
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ANNEX 6-2

REPORT OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
ICCAT WORKING GROUP ON VESSEL MONITORING
(Seatile, Washington, U.S.A. <-May 17 & 18, 1995) -~

1. Opening of the Meeting

1.1 The First Mesting of the ICCAT Working Group on Vessel Monitoring was opened by Mr. R. Stone of the
United States. He welcomed the representatives of each country to the first meeting of the ICCAT Working Group
on Vessel Monitoring and thanked them for their attendance.

2. Election of Chairman

2.1 Nominations were requested for the election of the chairman. Canada nominated Mr. Stone as Charman,
Portugal seconded, and Japan concurred. Mr. Stene accepted the chairmanship.

3. Election of Rapporteur

3.1 The United States affared Ms. K. Blankenbeker to act as rapporteur. At that time, it was noted that, due to
financial constraints, no one from the [CCAT Secretariat would be attending the meeting. Several countries expressed
their deep disappointment at this. It was apreed that the report of the meeting would be forwsrded ta the Secretariat
in Madrid for traoslation, distribotion, and collection of final comments.

3,2 The Chairman asked for introductions from each delegation, The Contracting Parties represented at this
meeting included Canada, Jepan, the Republic of Korea, Moraceo, Bortugal, Spain, and the United Siates. Ohservers
included Taiwan and special invited guests the Western Pacific Fisheries Management Council (WPFMC) and
Australia. A list of participants is provided in Appendix 2 to Annex 6-2.

4, Adoption of Agenda

4.1 The Chairmen then asked if there were comments on the Agenda. As there wera none, the Agenda was
adopted, and is attached #s Appendix 1 to Annex 6-2.

4.2 However, at this point, Japan questioned the appropriateness of Australia’s participation given that the teyms
of reference of the Working Group indicate that the vnly non-Contracting Parties mentioned in the ICCAT Resolution
establishing the Working Group were those that fish in the Convention Area. The ICCAT Resolution is attached as
Appendix 3 to Annex 6-2.

4,3 The Chairman explained that since this is the first meeting of the Working Group, Australia’s attendance as
a special invited guest was apprapriate becanse of its expertise in the area of vessel mopitoring, and he pointed out
that the WPEMC faced similar vessel manitoring system issues regarding tunas and other highly migratory species
management. Japan stated that it would prefer formal communication berween the meeting host ond the Secretarint
to get such matters approved in the fiture, The Chairman indicated that he understaod this request, but noted that
there was no clear guidance on where the Working Group fit into the ICCAT scheme. He explained the U.S. view
that the Working Group on Vesse] Monitoring should seport to the Permanent Working Group (PWG) and that the
PWGC Chairman agreed that inviting Australia and WPFMC was appropriate. Chairman Stone then stated that further
discussion of the disposition of the Working Group skould be made wndur Agenda Item 10, Other Matters.
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5. Currént status of development and implementation of vessul tfracking & catch reporting systems in
each participating party

5.1 Discussion ensued on the current slatus of the development and implementation of vessel tracking and catch
reporting systems in cach of the countries represented at the meeting,

‘a) Japan

5.2.2 Japan provided information on ils vessel monitoring system. [t was explained that equipment had been placed
on longline vessels in 1992 as a tral. The system was used ot only for monitoring but also for communication
purposes and had po range lmit, The equipment used was an Inmarsat A Global Positioning System (GPS)
combination to allow for the transmisgion of latitude and lonpitede information to he sutomatically provided four times
per day as well as catch statistics which are provided once per day. Currently, Japan is also developing the use of
Inmarsat C technology. The Japanese have found operaticn costs to be quite low, and have acquired Japanese languape
input software that splits catch data by type, weight, and number of tuna. Japan noted that this software lessened the
reporting burden pleced on Japanese fishermen. A more detailed summary of Japan's presentation is attached as
Appendix 17,

5.a.3 The United Staies asked how Japan could synchronjm the inpnt data with the position data if position data
is stored four times per day and catch reporting only occurs once. The Chairman then noted that Japanese fishermen
Only ‘muke one sel per day and therefnre mﬂy report ope time per day. The TTnited States then asked if the program
Japau ‘described was operational, and it was stated that 71 vessels currently have vessel monitoring systems in the
Atlantic and use Inmarsat A. Taiwan then asked if the catch dats is astomnatically reported with the fisherman only
inpuiting the quentity. JTapan said this was true and that the system was flexible in that Japanese characters can be
réplaced with any other characters {e.g. Hanlkwul alphabat)

"5.a.4 Austrulia verified that Japanese vessels transferred raw date only. It then suggestsd that the Inmarsat A
positioning system could be tampered with becanse it uses a separate PC with integrated GPS. The GPS information
is stored in a file that could he accessible to & "hacker". Australia explained that Inmarsal C is more secure because
it has internal processing.

" 5.8.5 Japan explained that in the Japanese system in order to prevent tampering with position data, GPS is directly
connected tc # PC and both GPS and PC are ingtalled in the same rigid hox. Japan noted that computer hackers could
be-a problem in either Inmarsat A or C if the person had great technical knowledge.

5.a.6 The United States asked Japan to clarify its vessel positioning information gathering process, Japan explained
that its povernment chaoses the frequency inferval used lo recosd position. In addition, the Government can phone
or send a facsimile to the vessel immediately if necessary to avoid prablems. It was further explained that frequent
polling was not necessary given the type of fishing these vessels do {i.e., one set per day}. After 2 final 'U.S.
intervention, it was clarified thal the GPS position information was stored in a personal camputer every two' hl::-urs
and that one time per day this information was trapsmitted o Inmarsat A and then to the flag stata.

5.2.7 The Japanese delegation ncluded members of ths Japanese tuna industey. They had specific concems thai:
thay felt should be taken into account when discussing vessel monitoring systems with regard to ICCAT. First, the
burden of such a system would fall on mdustry and thus its success or failure was dependent oo industry acceptance.
Industry indicated that it understood that vessel monitoring systems can offer better resource reanagement ad more
effective and sustainable use of resonrces. Further, industry stated its willingnoss to cooperate in the development of
a system, but noted that there shonld he some basic principles: (1) any system should be in the interest of the
commercial fishing industry and should not hinder the economic activity of vessels, (2) the minimum cost prineiple
should be insured, with costs nnd benefits clearly shown to industry, (3) any system should ensure fuirness and equity;
thersfore, if vessel monitoring technology hecomes required by ICCAT, use should be mandatory for all of the vessels
concerned {Contrecting and non-Contracting Pasties) fishing in the Convenfion Area, with the timing of
implementation coinciding for 211 counatries, (4) real-time dats soquired through vessel monitoring systems should be
promptly processed and fed back o Management in order to get real-time stock assessments and stock management,
and (5} confidentiality should be assured,

¥ In view of the volume nnd gelure of Appendices 4 to 12 to this Repart, (hese are not auached herewith. The Coaunission agreed at its 1995,
Mecting that these be kegt 4t the Secretarint and be made available [or consulation upon request by the Contracting Parties’ Cammigsianers.
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5.4.8 Japan noted that cost savings played a role in its: considerdtion of the introduction of Véssel manitoring
systeu:us The hardware and software suitable for using [nmarsat A was less expensive and almost all™veéssel§ afittating
in the Atlantic already used Inmarsat A; thus, the initial cost to pelapic lonpline fshermen wes reduced Iu addltlnn,
Inmarsat A was multi-functional, offering a telephone and facsimile function for vessels. :

5.a.9 The United States usked Japan what type of cast/benefit analysis it had done whep decidimg which systern
to use. Jupan poted that it had locked at Inmarsat A and C and at Argos and had determined that [nmarsat A was the
mast cost effective, Japan aiso noted that a few Japaness vessels were now equzpped with Inmarsat C hut pnmanly
because of multi-function features of Inmarsat C still remained small.

bl Spain

3.b.10 Spain explained that the European Union (EU) adoptad, in 1593, a fisheries conirol regime requiring ilie
use of satellites to monitor posidon. All Member States were charged to develop pilot progrars using spectﬁc
requirements as set out by the EU. By January 1, 1996, the EU will decide whether a continuous salellite positioning
system should be installed on Community vessels. A status review of the EU requirements and the Commission
Regulation establishing the pilot projects can be found in Appendix 5.

5.b.11 The basie requirementy for the experimental projects include: (1) providing accurate and continuous position
information, (2) providing automatic transmission of vessel position with date and time once an hout to the flag state,
{3) collecting and compiling data regarding its vessels by the flag state, and (4) automatic commurication by the flag
state of information on its vesssls to the Member - State in whose waters its vesgels are fishing,

5.b.12 Spain explained that its vessel monitoring system will be applied to 124 vessels in order to analyze the cost
end functionality of the different vessel monitoring systems, to study the cost effectiveness of the application of a
continuous sstellite monjtoring system, and to analyze the counterbalance hetween the need for real-time data reporting
and confidentiality. It was also vxplained that, after weighing the advantages‘and disadvantsges of each system, Sp:.un
chose to test the Inmarsat C system and the Euteltracs system, both of which pravida pusmunmg a.nd cnmmumcatlnn
functians, '

+3.b,13 Spain explained that each vessel in its pilot project has been equipped with-a "blue box." The blue box is
a tampar resistant, durable metal container that encloses all the irnportant components of the vessel monitoring systerm,
exce[)t the antenna. Any uganthorized opening of the box is recorded by an internal memory and a messuyge i sent
automatically to the Contral Center, The blue box also is equipped with a battery back-up so that it will work in the
event of a power failure. The box bas three external butions: a green button signals that fishing has commenced a
blue button slgna]s when fishing has terminated, and & red button sigpals an emergency mtuanun e E okt

a. h 14 The Inmarsat C/GPS blue boxes also contain a multi-finction control unit that has the' t:dpablllt}' jied (i)
trapsmit routine messages such as vessel speed and direction automnatically, (2) store data regarding the EEZ$ of uthur
countries as well as the boundaries of various Convention Areas, which means that the bog always "knows" Wherd
it 15 and will transmit that information to the Control Center autamatically if the vessel changes areas/zones, (3) record
positions and retain that information in memory for download if necessary, and (4) provide inforination: éun syktem
angmalies such as box or system tampering, power failure, or poor Inmarsat reception qtmlzty AN o

3. ]J 15 The Euteltracs blue boxes oply transmit the necessary. signals for calculating the s]:ups pusltmn This
caleulation is carried ont by a land-based receiving station in Frunce, The Control Center in Madrid instructs the box
autqmahcally to increase the frequency of the transmissions as the vessel approaches a zone or (:-ther Ime for which
the. cmssmg needs ta be known. :

5 b, 16 The Control Center in Madrid recsives and compiles all information from the blue boxes. Thesé'datd can ™
be. twdlualad in mapy ways, and vessel positions and courses are plotted using the data. In oddition, messages can be
sent: to. the blue_boxes from the Control Center (e.g., adjusiments to the time interval of the' veaaﬁl posllmn :
tmmmtssmn} l e

5.b.17 Spain made it clear that the pilot project was expenimental and information from the program will be used
to analyze such things s fishing patterns. Currently, Spain has put & vessel monitoring system on five vessels. It
expects approximately 84 vessels to he covered by the Inmarsat C/GPS system and 40 vessels to he, cavered by the, .
Euteltmcs sysbam E.venma]ly Thls would mclude eight lengline vessels fishing for swordfish i n tha Aﬂantlp
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_ 5.b.18 The delegate from Spain noted Spain’s hope that the blue box could be made "mtelligent. " That is, Spuin
) would prefer that the hox send information oaly when that information is needed. This would reduce the number of
“transmissions and increase the confidentiality of the system since less information would he transmitted.

. 3.b.19 Spain noted several items that it cansiders are keys to an effective balance between the need for vessel
" contro! and the need to maintain confidentiality, These keys are: (1) ensuring the availability of position data of the
nature {0 avoid "black holes” where an illepal sctivity could take place; (2) ensuring that access to data is on a "need
to know" basis; (3) respecting ths presumgtion of innocence of fishermen by limiting the transmitted data ta pericdicel
position information and iouppropriate access to restricted areas; and (4) maintaining the ahility to reprogram the
system from land to establish real-time position information in order to improve the efficiency of possible aerial or
_sea-based inspections. A more detailed explanation of the Spamsh vassol moniloring uyslam has been inchuided as
‘Appendix 6.

5.b.20 After the prasentation, the Spanish delegate read & message from Spain's [CCAT Commissioner R. Conde.
In it, Conde stated that satellites could be useful instruments for inspection and control activities, but that they should
not be seen as a panacen or a bureauerat’s toy. We must not apply, he noted, Manichean control criteria which would
not only be unaccentable in any other economic activity, but alsa be insulting to industry, Finatly, he noted that fishing
does not nesd a “big brother.”

~5,b.21 The United States pointed out the need for resl-time data reporting especially in cases where quotas exist.
Data reporting for quats monitoring could be a manggement feature of a vessel menitoring system since electronic
reporting saves time and thus the infermation on quota can be fed back to the fisherman rather quickly.

5.b,22 Spain pointed out that the EX's pilot projects insluded tracking systems only, not catch information, The
delegate then re-stated Spain's view that location information should be provided only when essertial, such as when
a EEZ boundary is about to be crossed.

_ 5.5.23 The United States asked Spain if it were considering the use of elecironic loghooks, and the Spanish
delegate replied that Spain was not considering it at this time but that Spain was not refusing to consider this method
of reparting, He noted, howsver, that position information and cateh reporting were two very different things. He
stated that many vessels are already equipped with Inmarsat A or other good communication systems that permit the
skipper to transmit cotch informationif it is considered necessary. But traclang systems must be operated automatically
end without any intervention of the skipper. The United States asked who made the hlue boxes used by Spain, and
it: was explained that the system was developad by the Spanish Administration with the help of private sector
enterprises. Australia asked if the Trimble software was contained within the blue box, and Spain confirmed that it
was.

' ¢} Portugal

5.¢.24 Portugal intervened regarding the mission of the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring, He' stated his
uncertainty as fo where it was going, The Chairman replied that this question needed addressing with particular
reference 1o ICCAT, but that the discussion should wait  bit. He made the general comment that the nitinmte goal
of the Working Group was to pet lCC;f&T to work betier,

5.c.25 The Portuguese delegate explained that his country was in a similar situation as Spein as both are members
of the EU. The delegate explained that vessels measuring 15 meters in length over all or longer were covered by the
vessel mnmtormg r:.ystam These inchrded trawl or bottom gillact vessels, licenses for- which are given for ared; fishing
gear, or Species, Licenses can be revoked if the blite box is tampered with. The blue box that is earried by each-vessel
c:cmtmnq the GPS8 Lnterface, a procegsor, 4 recorder, and a trapsmittar that links up with Tnmarsat C. Data on pu&mon.
spaed a.nd variance is collected and transmitted to the Contrgl Center. The system has the following characteristics:
(I) it kas an umnte.rruptad power system that is good for- 5 days; ¢2) it stores posilion data every 10 minutes and
transmits it four tmes per day; (3) it can send emergency calls; and {4) the Control Center can request information
on command. The Minister of the Sex snd the Portuguese Air Force work together to document infractions. Portugal
sxplained that the technical aspects of the system were essentially and functionally the same as those detailed in the
Spanssh presentation.

5.c.26 The United States asked if the Portuguese system was nsed only for tracking, It was confirmed that the
satellite system was used for tracking and that vessel fishing logs wers used for catch reporting. Portugal explained
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that confidentiality concerns have kept the coliection of pesition information separate from catch’ repnrtmg mfﬂrmﬂlmn
Portugal also explained that the pilot project was used in vegels of continental Fortnga] not of fhe Azoras or Ma.ﬂe.lra

5.c.27 The United States then asked whether the pilot project was fully implemented and, if so, how many vessels
over 15 meters were affected and if any of these were vessels high seas vessels, The I’ortuguese delegate was unable
to answer these questions as be did not bave any statistics with him,

, &) Cannda

5.d.28 Before begmmng his presentatmn, the Canadian delegate expressed his apologies that no technical personnel
could attend from Canada, muking Cansda’s contribution somewhst limtited. He went on to explain that Canads was
currently runaing a pilot project using B to 10 vessels of various sizes and in verious fisheries. The delegate noted
thal Canadian decision makers had yet to-be convinced that a vessel monitoring system was necessary domestically
since Canada is not a distant water fishing nation and offshore tmwlers go out for less than ten days

. .5.d.29 The Canadian delegate then axplained the pilot projest ‘being studied by the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Orpanization (NAFO) for the control of groundfish fishing in international waters. He explained that the NAFO vessal
moreitoring system will provide position information but no caich reporting data. He noted tiet the NAFO pilot project
was part of & package deal which will include other elemsnts such as dockside inspection. NAFO members will be

dcbatmg the benefit of including vessel mominru:lg syste.ms as part of a bigger schema ut a meeting in Toronto, T une
7-9, 1995, : :

B g) Kﬂfea

5.e.30 Kores explained that it had used vessel monitoring systems in the regulation of its high seas driftnet squid
fishery in the North Pacific (1989-92). However, Korea ceased fishing in this fishery after the 1993 U.N. Resalution
on jarge-seule driftnet fishing. While in the squid fishery, Korea had 100 vessels eqmpped with a vessel momtnrmg
system {Argos). Cusrently, Karea has no naticnally managed vessel monitoring system in place.

5 3. 31 However, Korea does have vessel monitoring systems that are operated by the coastal states within which
Korean vessels fish. Ei ghteen (18} northern trawlers fisking within the Russian EEZ have been eguipped with Inmarsat
A or C, and 32 tunn purse seiners fishing in the western Pacific have been equipped with Inmarsat A, In addifion,
38 tuna longliners fishing within the French Polynesian jurisdiction have been equipped with Argos in accardance with’
a bilateral Ashery agreement between Korea and France. These programs provide position and catch information on
a weekly basis. The three main objectives of these programs ure to report: (1) when and where a vessel enters a
jurisdiction; (2) the total weight of fish caught in the jurisdiction; and {3) when a vessel leaves the _]urlsdu:tmn
Addition information on Korea's prasentation is contained in Appendix 7.

J) Moroceo

'5.£.32 The Moroccan delegate explained that Moroceo has no vessel monitoring system in place, However, it is
working to implement a syslem In 1992, Moroceo trded to use the Argt)s system, but it was unsuccesstul. A technical
commissicn wes set up to review the issue, apd to date, 30 companies have submitted offers to establish a vessal
monitoring system. The technical committee is still in the process of learning sbout the various vessel monitoring'
systems, The target fleet consists of all Moroccan boats and other vessels that fish in Moroeeo's EEZ. The vessels
include & variety of sizes and are from a vaciety of countries. Moroteo cstimates that the vessel monitoring system '
it demdes on will eaver 100 to 200 EY vessels, 20 Japanese longline vessels, and 20 to 30 Russian peIaglc trawlers. '
As g first step, Morocco wants to cover 30 vessels in its program. The minimum requirements of such a system’ wou]d ’
he thnt (1) it be hased on Inmarsat C/GPS using transmitters and terminals, with catch reporting taking place on 8
sample of vessels--not on all 300; (2) the pasition and catch data be very accurate; (3} confidentiality by respected at
all levale. {(4) the system have a battery back-up to assure an uminterrupted flow of miurmsnou, (5) remul:e
Lmtmhzatmn be possible; and (6) it be equipped with automatic alarm signals. = '
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g) United states

5.g.33 The United States began by listing its past and present nses of vessel monitoring systems. In the Pacific
high seas driftnat fishery, Argos equipment was successfully used by approximately 800 vessels including Japanese,
Taiwanese, and Korean vessels. The program was smooth reoning und gave position information to monitor
compliance with area requirements. Further, a vessel monitoring system is being used in the western Pacific pelagic
fishery, the northeast scallop and muiti-species fisheries, and the Haeng Bok mumber 309, a Korean fishing vessel, "+
The northeast scallep and multi-species fisheries ccour within the U.8. EEZ, and regulations requiring vessel ™
monitoring were published in March, 1994. Currently seversl systems are being tested for certification. The 1.5,
estimated that 500 vesseis will be covered in these fisheries. In the case of Haeng Bok, foreign fishing vessels were ~
discovered in tha U,8. EEZ off Jarvis Island. In the settlement, Inmarsat C equipment was mandated to monitor
fishing activity.

5.2.34 The benefits of vessel monitoring systems include increased compliance, enhanced enforcement
effectiveness, increased vessel safety, dependable and confidential communication, enhanced catch reporling where
appropriate, improved fleat management, maximized Individual Transferable Quotn (ITQ) or Individual Fishery Quota
(IFQ) moenitoring, and enhanced global climate/environmental mogitoring. .

5.2.35 In April, 1994, the Nationzal Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS} published a final rule establishing national -
vessel monitoring system standards (Appendix 8). These standards are similar fo those established by the parties to
the Convention on the Canservation and Management of Pollock Resourees in the Centeal Bering Sea (Appendix 9),
The 1.3, stundards include; {1) being tamper-proof; {2) being fully sutomated and operational regardiess of weather;
{3) providing positions accurately to within 400 meters; {4) covering the full range of fishing activities; and (5)
aflowing real-time position polling. The current available systems include Argos, Boatracs Eutelsat, Inmarsat, and
Mobile Datacom. All systems, except Argos, can be equipped with a computer for two-way communication.

5.5.36 Use of vessel monitoring systems wes considered by the West Pacific Fishery Manzgement Council
(WPFMC) around'the Cook and Hawaiian Islands. The fishery encompasses one million square miles, and vessels
take 300 (o 2000 mile trips. In 1988, there were only 70 loogline boats of 15-35 meters in length in the fishery;
however, the number began 1o grow guickly, Because of competing recseational and commercial interests, certain
areas were designated closed to longline activity in ordar to protect endangered species. This craated a tense situation, "
In 1989, NMFS and WPFMC began a five-year study into vessel monitoring systﬂms and began discussions with
indostry in {he hopes of finding an effective way to monitor such a large area in the least cumbersome manzer -
pnssuble. The final choice of systems was the Inmarsat C/GPS combination, Currently, more then 30 vessels have
activé systemsin this experimental program. More detailed information on U.S. development af vessel monitoring
systems for the western Pacific can be found in Appendix 10, U.S, Federal Register Notices and WPFMC documents.

5.£.37 Industry voiced several fears during the vesscl monitoring system review process. First, the cost of
inglalling a system was going to-be approximately $6,000 per vessel. Second, the sscurty of data was being
questioped, Finally, sbout 20 percent of the fishermen were concemed sbout the "big brother” issue. The U.S.
Government helped fund the purchase of the system hardware (which was put into place in early 1594), therehy taking
care of the first industry concern. Other industry concerns were outwoighed by the advantages to the commercial user,
To begin, use of vessel monitoring systems has saved the fshery so that commercial vessels can continue to operate.
Langline vessels now have proof that they are not fishing in aress that would dumage stocks of endangered ';pe.l:.ies
Second, vessel monitoring systems enhanced the safely of vessels that travel long distances cut to sea. Third,
communication hetween vessels and shore stations was enhanced without added expense. For mult1~vessal OWIETS,
this was 2 valuable manapement tool in that it allowed owners to see exactly where his or her honts were at any given
time. In addition, vesse.l moenitoring systems have prove.n to be reliable and functionel as welf as capable of real-time
data rapcrtmg

5.2.38 The United States stated that real-time data reporting was important in instances where a guoia has been.
set for certain species and the information on caich is needed as soon ss possible (such as in the bluefin tuna,
swordfish, and shark fisheries). Position data is crucial when there arc closed areas {such as bluefin tuga spawning
areas in ICCAT) or when there are lines which split the ocean into sections (such as, in ICCAT, the North/South line
for swordfish, the East/West lme regarding bluefin tuna, or EEZ houndaries). An added benefit of using & vessel
mbnitoring system is that it heips decrease the amount of paparwclrk (logbooks and desler reports) re.quu'e.d for data
r:'.purtmg . .
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3,438 The United States reported to the Working Group that it plans to establish an electronic logbaok pilot
project this year that would utilize a full personal computer (i.e., monitor, Central Processing Unit, and printer) with
software that would contain a Windows-type pull-tlown menu. The target specms would be hluefin tuna but would not
be limited to that species. The method of data entry into such a system (i.e., using an alpha or numeric system) is
to be decided through consultatians with industry. Preliminary d:scusswns w:th industry have revealed that there are
maore fishermen volunteering to participate in the program than :t 15 pD551blc to accommodate. The "hig brother” issue
has not been s difficult as was originally thought. The advantages of the system seem to be that catch reporting could
be made easier and faster so that management of the fishery could be jmproved. In addition, when fishermen see
anomalies in areas, the information could be transmitted immediately, Finally, both the U.S. Govemment amxd mdustry
appraciate the impraved safety 8 vessel monitaring system provides.

§.£.40 The United States stated its view that vesse] monitering system development should be an mteractwe PIoGess
between government and industry. The United States also noted the importance of designing a database that can
compile data quickly and route it to the science centers for evaluation,

5.a.41 Canada commrc:ulul ‘that it only uses one logbook that contains zll information regarding calch, water dﬁpth
and the like, The United States replied that its current system is more cumbersome and that all the information entered
inte various laghnoks conld be entered once into a computer and dawnloaded. This would allow for faster, cheaper,
easier, and more effective fishery assessments and monitoring, which are particularly important in ﬁshemes with small
quotas,

_ 5 e .42 Australia noted that the reaction of its industry paralieled the reaction of the U.S. mdustry in Hawau, and
stmilar to the U.S. situation, the result for Australian fishermen could also have been a closed fishery. Regarding
camh reportmg, Australia axpresse.d intersst in receiving information on Wlndows/pull -down soﬁwara

i

i k) Ausrra_l:’a

 5.h 43 ‘Australia e.xp]amed that nurreutly it had twao vessel monitoring systems in place. Onmei is used in the domeshc
orange roughy fishery for position reposting, and the other is used primarily to enhance timeliness and accuracy of
catch data in the J gpanese longline tuna fishery. Australia explained mn datail the objectives of the systems, how they
work posmve and nepative results, and costs associated with using vessel monitoring technology. In addition,
Australia' discussed the Foram Fisheries Agency’s (FFA) plan to implement a regional vessel monitoring system and
uut]med the advantages for such a system. A detailed report of this presentation is included as Appendl.\' 11

5 .44 After Australia’s presentation, Jepan noted that it had approximately 250 longline VESSE].S, including’ thoss
upera.un;, within Australia's exclusive economic zone {EEZ} and those entering designated ports'in’ Australia vnder
i bilateral Japan/Australia agreement and that there was a three-year history of coopertion with the Australian
government to develop a suituble vessel monitoring system. The arrangemenl wag made for h bilateral fishery
relanonsliup, not for 4 regional one, Japan went on Lo point out that the FFA attempt to facilitate data collection cn
a regianal basis would be different from anyfhing ICCAT might do because the FFA's competence is only within the
200 mile zones of' member Pacific island countries, so the FFA would not be considered a repional orgamzstluu a§
estabhshed under the United Nations Cuuveutwn on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS).

5045 Japen also questioned Australia’s statement that . some vessel operatorh were trying to circumvent the data
transmission system in the orange roughy fishery. Australia explained that the operators were not tarpering with the
harclwa:r: but that they were m:srepamrtg their catch in order to circumvent the system; hem.e the need to add al-sea
catch rsportmg to the vessel mumtormg systern used in this fishery,

5.h.46 Portugal asked if Australin had any problems regazding breaches of confidentiality, and Australia stated that
there were no problems with the confidentiality of Inmarsat C. Tt was further noted that Anpstralia had gons to preat
lcngths to make things sccure, quch Bs putting the systemn o a nead to-know basis to protect mformatmn
i) Taiwian
755 47 Taiwan explained that it was in the process of implementing 2 test vessel monitoring system that would

include vessels in the Atlantic, Indian, and Pacific Oceans. Inmarsat and Argos were selected for installation.
Taiwaness vessels have used Inmarsat A to facilitate communication via facsimile and telephone with longline vessels
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in Atlantic tuna fisheries. At this time, use of vessel monitoring systems to accomplish real-tims position reporting
. has not presented a problem. However, catch reporting still is under development because of the difficulties Taiwanese
fishermen are experiencing in understanding the technology and using English keyboards. In sddition, Taiwan bas
- found price to be an issue, Appendix 12 contains & detaifed summary of the Taiwanese presentafion,

5.1.48 The Chairman noted the need to have & mechanism for error auditing and native lungusge screens snd
keyboards. Japan noted for the-record that in 1593, Japan had raised the vessal manitoring issue within [CCAT for
. the first time and in 1994, it was discussed al the PWG twice before the Commission adapted the Resolution

.eslablishing the Wocking Group on Vessel Monitoring. Japan made it clear that the purpose of its draft resolution was
not to try to impose a time limitation with regard to the intreduetion of vessel monitoricg systems, but to encourage
 ICCAT to study the introduction of such systems on vessels, including those operating beyend nativnal jurisdiction,
Japan also stated that its draft resolution Had included a suggested time frame for the introduction of vessel monitoring
 systems, but at the 1994 Commission meeting the establishment of such o time frame was not concurred. The
_Cheirman noted that issves such as usage of vessel monitoring systems needed to be assessed by a working group
because the ICCAT snnual meeting was too busy and Contracting Parties could not focus on these types of issues.
The United States then asked Taiwan how Inmarsat A transmitted location information. Tt was explained that vessels
using this system were equipped with a telex, Australia then noted that data entry on any system should he simple or
.. the probability for errors would rise and noted that the Tapanese had developed a Japanese language cnmputar screen
to facilitate teporting.

6. Review of charactecistics of the systems

6.1 Cunads expressed the view that the Working Group had covered this item in its discussions of Ttem 5. Canada
further stated that it doubted that ICCAT would sef specific vessel monitoring system cheracteristics and sugpested
that it should not matter how position and catch data is collected. Portegal then raised the issue of passive manitoring,
noting that Australia was familiar with suggestions to use such technology. Australia replied that it was awars that
this type of monitoring was possible.

8. Portugal agreed with Canada’s statements on the issue. Japan stated that each nation shoukl be able to adopt
its own system but noted that it would be helpful to summarize the major characteristics of some systems. It was
agreed that the major characteristics of vessel monitoring systems would be discussed in the report of the meeting.

et

7. Study and development of minimum requirements for the systems

7.1 The Chairman praposed to move on to Item 7. Canada pointed out that it may be premature to begin
discussions on what type of systems may be hest for ICCAT before determining whether or not they ars even
necessary. He noted that Canada was not convinced that JCCAT needs a vessel monitoring system, The Chairmap
asked for comments from Working Grnup members Tegarding the applicability or nop-applicability of vessel
monitoring systems to ICCAT.

8. 'Stud}' and development of a system suitable for each type of fishing vessel

8.1 The United States stated that the PWG conld use better statislics and SCRS could use real-time information
to enhance evaluation and management of ICCAT-managed stocks. Vessel monitoring systems could allow dula to be -
collected on the number of vessels fishing in and the tota] take from specific areas, such as the eastern versus the:
western manapement stock of bluefip funa or North vs South Aflantic swordfish stocks. In addition, vessel monitoring
systems could provide information on meeded ares closures or possible closed area infractions, such as vessels that
fish blnefin tuna spawning prouads.

8.2 Portugai pointed out that over the Iast 25 years, [CCAT has worked with historical dats and that Portugal wus
not aware that SCRS kad expressed a need for real-time catch reporting, However, the delepate noted that bluefin tuna
and swordfish are stocks that would henefit from real-time reporting, noting that the quality of reporting by country
has left something to he desired. Portugal then esked Japan to clarify why it bronght vessel mommnng systems fo the -
attention. of ICCAT several yenrs ago.
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. 8.3 Jupan thanked Portugal and explained that the objective of its original proposal was, to encourage the stady of
" the usefulness ut vesgsel memtunng systems, aiming at establishing effective tracking and catch reporting systems for
better monitoring of ﬁshmg activities and catches of fishing vessels in the Convention Area with emphasts. on.fishing
activities outside areas of national _]unsdlchon over, fisheries n the Convention Area. Japan's draft resolution (Repare
for Biennia! Perivd, 1992-93, Part I (1993}, Appendix 4 to Annex 11) did not specify the measures that bad been
taken by Contracting Parties in this regard. However, it included a suggested time frame for the introduction of vessel
' momtonn;, systems for vessels longer than 24 m in If:ngth by category of ﬁshmg (ﬁr&t for vessels fishing for bluefin
_ tuna and later those for tuna and tuna-like species other then bluefin fna), but such a time frame-for the introduction
of vessel monitoring systems was not supported at the last PWG meeting, Jupan also thought that it would be useful
‘to compare exlstmg systems, to develnp minimum reqmre.menti for vessel monitoring systems, such as tamper-
proofuess, since some vessels in the ICCAT-managed area would be using, vessels monitoring systems, and stated
these aspects are covered by the agenda of this meeting under the terms of reference adopted at the last PWG mesting,
. Fmdlly, Japan recognized the need to develop a system suitable for ach type of fishing vessel, For example, the size
“of ﬁbh.mg vessels andfor the area within which fishing occurs js peeded informatiop for identifying a suitable
' c{:lmmumcauon system for each category. To illustrate ity ]:luml Japan noted that the Inmmrsel A bystem uses a heavy
antenna that is not suztab[a for smaller boats. . . . .. ) L : S
8.4‘ :lapan't_h'en feitefdted 'ghat it was ;101 sugpesting joint action by ICCAT parties at the time it submitted its
proposal to TCCAT, but rathee that ail parties study vessel monitoring systems and implement a program , where
appraprate. Regarding data collection, Japan reported that its scientists have acknowledged the usefulness of real-izme
reporting. Japan also noted that it was necessary, at the same time, to expedite data submission for ail the fisherics
concerned and anyway, efforts to pet to the point of reat-time reporting should be made where practicable., . -

"9. Consideration of'ah icent ref:'omméﬁd'ation en a regional approach to a vessel ﬁmnitor{ng program .

9.1 Once again, the Chmrrntm asked the Waorking Group to ‘consider whether TOCAT needed vessel mumton.ng
‘systems. The United States stated that there were advantages to lnoking st vesse]l monitoring systems through the
Commisgion, particularly because relying solely on historical data to achieve fishery consarvation and management
had gotten ICCAT into trouble in the past. The delegate made the point that [CCAT should take advantage of new
_approaches to get answers 1o old questions and that the Working Group should ook at the pros and cons of vessel
‘monitoring systems use in ICCAT. The United States further stated that any vessel monitoring system, should be
implemented fairly and equitably, and that three guestions should be addressed in order to determine the usefulness
of establishing a vessel monitoring program in a regional managemeat body. They are:

(1) Is there a clear or definable problem or need that vessel rﬁuniluring systems could solve or address?
,.{2) How many countries, both.contracting and noa-contracting, are involved i which fisheries? .
(3) How many vesse]s are mvulved'?

Y o0 If vessel momtun.ng syslems are to hu uaud for trdckjng purposes, the rastncted areas. sh{mld be 1den|:1f ed
'togethar with the magnitude of the problem of illegal fishing. After these issues/questions are addressed, it will be
easier to determine if domestic measures taken by Controcting Parties are enough or if international cooperduon is
needed. The United Sates then asked other countries to identify some of the problems that vessel menitoring systems
conld solve within ICCAT. : :

. .9.3 Portugal intervened that ICCAT tries to maximize the sustainable use of tunas and tuna- lika species in the
'Aﬂautm He noted that 21 conntries participate in ICCAT and less than 10 species are manage,d {i.e., six tuna species,
swurdﬁah and bﬂlﬂsh] He stated that several pear types were used in the Convention Area, including purse seine,
:lung,lme, ba:lbcat troll, and handline. There are npprnmmntely 000 large boats and more than 1,000 small boats
’_that report ‘calches and economic and scientific capubilities vary greatly within each country. G:ven this set af
cleciumstances, mnndatory use of expenswa vessel monitoring equipment would ngt be feasible for some vessels &3
funding would be a serious issue.

:.‘ 9.4 The Portugueae [le]eg,dtt: went on to say that the Working Group on Vasse.l Manitoring was formed as a sub-
gmup or suh-cummlttes of the PWG, whosc mission is the improvement of. ICCAT statistics. ICCAT has ne
enforcement powers; therefore, ‘the need for cooperation is critical. The ge.qgraphy of ICCAT is r.he qurl;h and south
Atlantic for swordfish, and the east and west Atlantic for bluefin tuna, In the Portuguese view, the locauun of vesbeis
is not the most important question; good statistics to hslp SCRS do its job is the critical issue. "
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9,5 Portugal suggested that the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring make & recommendation, suggestion, or
statement to the PWG that the Working Group has reviewed other countries’ vessel moniloring systems and that there
was consensus that vessel monitoring systems are effective for ceporting effort, catch, and vessel position. The
Working Group could ther suggest that ICCAT encourage all countries to look into vessel monitoring systems and
expedite the reporting of their findings to ICCAT. Further, countries that have studied the vessel monitoring issue
should form a permanent consulting group to provide expertise to any country that requests it.

9.6 Cuanada noted that SCRS cannot answer many management questions (i.e., East/West and North/South lines)
at the present time. However, Canada does not think that vesse] monitoring systems are capahle of providing the
answer to such basic biology gquestions on stogk structure. Regarding the electronic loghook, Canada expressed the
view that it would be very advantageous since the data would already be on a computer file and no time would be lost
inputting the data once it is submitted to the povernment, Canada sugpested that each country should provide its own
duta as usual and that ICCAT should Dot impose vessel monitoring systems oa Contracting Parties.

9.7 The United States agreed with Canade that data reporting through vessel monitoring systems would not solve
the stock structure problem; however, improved effort data wonld help resolve the issne as it would provide SCRS
with a universe (i.e., where vessels fish) in far less time than ICCAT’s current methods would, The United States,
for one, would like to know if vessels are fishing in the bluefin tuns spawning grounds, if effort is shifting from the
North Atlantic to the south Atlantic, and the like. Further, the United States noted that the countries taking part in
{he U.N. Conference on Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratery Species are looking at vessel monitoring sysiems
for obtaining reporting and position data, which means that [CCAT may be behind in this regard already. Finally,
the United States pointed out that vessel manitoring systems could clarify the distribution of catch by arca and type
of boat #s well as improve' the tlmelmeqq of data.

9.8 Canada commented that it was unfortunate that a represcatative from the SCRS was not at the meeting in order
to provide some input on what information 8CRS would like 1o have, He suggested we ask SCRS if the information
obtained from vessel monitoring systems woeuld be useful.

9.9 The Chuirmun suggested that the Working Group think of vessel monitoring systems in terms of the future.
The Uniled States commented that the Working Group should assess its priorities and noted that the costs associated
with new satellite link-ups will be decreasing over time; therefore, a determination needs to be made regarding which
technologies ta invest in and when to do it.

9.10 The Cheirmen apyeed that consulting with the SCRS con the hea_cl for real-time data reporting could hé.lp with
the Working Groups management recommendations, He noted that, carrently, some nations are two years behind in
reporting to ICCAT.

9.11 Canada ‘asked why ICCAT would nead pumtmn data, The United Sta.tes commented that this information
would be useful in cases where the Infractions Committes has identified improper activity in closed areas such as
spawning grounds. Canada asked Spain und Portugal for their views on the need for position data. Spain indicated
that pasition data would be useful for controlling fishing effort. Fapan noted that fishing by longliners preater than 24
meters in length in the Mediterransan during June and July is prohibited that vessel monitoring systems would help
ensure compliance regarding such TCCAT recommendations. However, Japan noted that in this area, the cooparahon
af non-Contracting Parties is indispensabls. Portugal commented that this was an issue of fairness. The United States
noted ‘that the Mediterranean problem wus a major reason that the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring was
established. Japan stated that 70 peccent of the bluefin catch from the Mediterranean is taken by non-Contracting
Purtizs, Taiwan commented that any vessel could be taking bluefin tunz and that the intention of ICCAT was not
necessarily for the impletentation of vessel monitoring systems but to look for ways o increase compliance. The
United States supgested that the goal of the Working Group on Vessel Menitoring should be to put together 2 report
that identifies what vessel monitoring is, what it can and canmot do, and what costs and benefits are associated with
it. In addition, the report should ask the appropriate ICCAT body (i.e., the PWG, the SCRS, and/or the Infractions
Committes) to comment on the need for real-time data reporting and for vessel tracking.

10. Future working group work

10.1 The Working Group then discussed the questions it should put forth to the PWG.
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10.2 Jupan stated that it had leamed quite a bit from fhe Group’s discussions and supgested that the report of the
meeting be submitted to the PWG. The report should inclade the usefulness of vessel monitoring systemis in'expediting
the collection and distribution of catch data on a real-time basis and in tracking vessel position. The PWG should be
asked to identify at its 1995 mesting, the current ICCAT management measures, the management of which vessel -
monitoring systems eould be effective, and the PWG should consult with SCRE {or other ICCAT hodies) as necessary.

10.3 Japan also proposud that the PWG encourage both Contracting und Non-Contracting Parties to coutinue the
development, implementation, and improvement of vessel monitoring systems on a national scale. Addition'ally,'lapan
praposed. that the Working Group pn Vesse! Monitoring schedule an inter-sessional meeting in the spring or early ™
summer 1996 to. confirm how matters are progressing. Further, if the PWG has identified specific ICCAT ™
management measures where vessel monitoring systems could be useful, then the Working Group should discuss the
implementation of vessel monitoring systems in these areas, iaking care to assess the feasibility of specific vessel -
monitoring systems. ' ' I

10.4 Portugal agreed with JTapan and commented that Japan’s suggestions reflect the futare direction of the Working
Grotip.: The delegate then suggested that the Working Group’s strongest recommendation should be to encourage -
Contracting and non-Contracting Pasties to use vessel monitoring systems and to improve catch reporting data, There *
was peneral consensus regarding the suggestions of both Japan and Portupal. ' - o

10.5 It was also apreed that if, upon seview of the Working Group report, it was decided that a more detailed list
of vessel monitoring systems and their characteristios was needed, it would be compiled and appénded to thi report.
It was also agreed that some minimum requirements and suitability issués had heen discussed, biit that both would -
relire maore discussion with regard to ICCAT, This discussion should wait until efter the Working Grolip receives
guidance from the PWG. Since no consensus was reached on the consideration of an ICCAT recommendation on a
regional.approach to a vessel monitoring program, it was agreed that further consideration of this agenda item should
he made first by the PWG snd then by the Working Group oo Vessel Monitoring as necessary (Items 7 through 9).

11. Other mattérs

11.1 Portugsl encauraged ICCAT Contracting Parties apd observers to become aware of new developments i
technolopy and requested all countries 1o bring any new technology ta the attention of the Working Group. [t was
agreed that any such information should be channeled through the TCCAT Secretariat and transmitted to other Working
Group members. ' S Ce e

11.2 Japan reopened the issue of the lack of attendance by the Secretariat and again commented that the Secretariat
should attend official TCCAT inter-sessional meetings. The Chairmen agreed snd commented on the need tado a better
job of setting priorities. T -

:11.3 Portugal inquired whether ar not the Working Group wanted to encourage an SCRS scientist or the people”
involved in the Infractions Committea to attend the next meeting. The Chairman replied that theris were already people-
actively involved in the Infractions Committee in atténdance. Portugal clarified that it could be nsaful to have someone
wha could speak from the Jufractions and scientific standpoints, and that Portugal would appreciate e representative’
from bath at the next Working Group mesting. B A

12. Adoption of Report L o

12,17t was agreed that the report would be-slent to all the Working Group participants for preliminary review in
English. Once teceivead, the dejegations would have two weeks in which to make comments on the text. After all:
ecomments were received and changes mads to the text, the document would be sent ta the Secretarint for transtation:
and re-distribution for final comments.
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13. Adjournment

13.1 The United States expressed its appreciation for the participation of Taiwan and other non-Contracting Parties
and commented that it was beneficial for the Working Group to hear their views on vessel monitoring systems. In
particular, the United States thanked Auvstralia for participating as a special guest.

13.2 The Chairman commentzd that in order to move forward in a giohal sense, it is important to keep track of
what is going on around the world, In addition, the United States veiced its appreciation regarding the participation
of both U.S. and Japanese industry. In the U.S. view, understanding the nature of the copcems of industry is
important. Further, the United States noted thal shariag the views of an industry that is using vessel monitoring
systems comfartably and that is incorporating them as a good business tool is vital to calming athers’ fears. Finally,
the United States agreed with industry that any system should be fair and equitable.

13.3 Before closing the meeting, the Chairman commented that the information that had been exchanged was
extremely useful and noted that ICCAT was taking a step forward by evalnatng this technological advancement, and
stressed the noed to look toward the future, The Chuairman then thanked all participants for coming aml adjourned the
mesting.

13.4 The First mecting of the [CCAT Working Group on Vessel Monitoring was adjourned.

Appendiz I 1o Annex 6-2

AGENDA OF THE
ICCAT WORKING GROUP ON VESSEL MONITORING

Opening of the Meating

Election of Chairman

Election of Rapportenr

Adoption of Agenda

Current status of development and implementation of vessel tracking and catch reporting systems
in each participating Party

Review of characteristies of the systems

Study and development of minimum requirements for the systems

Study and development of a system suitable for cach type of fishing vessel

Consideration of an ICCAT recommendation con a regional approach to a vessel monitoring program
10.  Future Working Group work

11.  Other matters

2.  Adoption of Report

11.  Adjournment
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Appendix 2 ta Anner 6-2

ICCAT WORKING GROUP ON VESSEL MONITORING

Member countries
CANADA

ALLEN, C. I. .

Resource Aliocation Branch
Department of Fisheries & Qceans
200 Kent Street

Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0E6

JAPAN

KAWAIL Y,

Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries
Cooperative Agsocialions

2-3-22 Kudankita, Chiyada-Ku

Tokyo 102

MING, M.

Fishing Boat Division

Oceanic Fisheries Department
Fisheries Apency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseks, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100

MORL, T,

International Affairs Division
Oeeanic Fisheries Department
Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Ku
Tokyo 100

NAGAHATA, D.

Assistant Director

Far Seas Fisheries Division
Oceanic Fisheries Departrnent
Fisheries Agency of Japan

1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-Kn
Tokyo 100
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OZAKI, E. ] o
Federation of Japan Tupa Fisheries

Cooperative Associations | .
2-3-22 ¥udankita, Chiyoda-Ku,
Tokya 102 '

KOREA

KM, Mean-Jhong |

Director

Distant Water Fisheries Production Div,
Naztional Fisheries Administration

341, 5-Ga, Nam Dae Moon-Ro

Daec Wao Center 19F Jung-ku

Seoul

MOROCCO

EL ARQUSSI, M. Y.

Ministére des Péches Maritimes
et de la Marine Marchande
AGDAL

Rabat

' PORTUGAL

FISCH, G. )
Regional Directorate of Fisheries
Roa Consul Dabney

9900-Horta, Faial

Agores

SPAIN

NAVARRO GARCILA, J.

Inspectar Jefe de Servicios

ds Inspeccién y Vigilancia Pesquera
C/Corazon de Maria, 8

28002 Madrid



' UNITED STATES

3TONE, R. B,

Chief

Highly Migratory Species Management Division
NOAA/MNMTES (F/CMd)

1335 East-West IHighway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

BLANKENBEKER, K.

Office of International Affairs

NMFS

1335 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

HOCHMAN, M.
" Southwest Fisherias Management Councit
NDAA Office of General Council
Long Beach Federal Building
501 W. Ocean Blvd., Suite 4470

Long Reach, California 90802-4213

KELLY, 1.

Highly Migratory Species Management Division
NOAA/NMFES (F/CM4)

1335 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

SPRIMNGER, S.

Office of Enforcement
NOAA/NMEFS (F/EN)

1335 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

MG VESSEL HONITORING

Observers

AUSTRALIA

MARSHALL, P.

Systemn Muanager

Aunstralian Fisheries Manapement Authority
Burvis Cenier

28 National Circuit

Forrest, ACT 2603

TAIWAN

HUANG, Hong-Yen
Special Assistant
Department of Fisheries
Council of Apriculture
37, Nanhai Road
Taipai

WESTERN PACIFIC FISHERY
MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (WPFMC)

COOCK, 1.

Western Pacific Fisheries Manapement
Council (WPFMUC)

1164 Bishop Street, Suite 1405

Honolein, Hawaii 56813

U.5.A,
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RESOLUTION ADOFPTED BY ICCAT IN 1994 ON VESSEL MONITORING

FIRET: Far hetter manitoring of fishmg activities and catches of fishing vessels nparatmg in the Cnnventmn
" Aren, ’

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION
FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS (ICCAT)
RESOLVES:

To establish a working group consisting of representatives of Coptracting Parties with the foll’owmg terms of
reference:

To study the establishment of gatelhte trackmg and catch reportmg systems or equivalent systems fnr vesssls
of Contracting Parties fishing faor tunas or tuna-like species in the Convention Area;

SECOND: The Commission calls on all nan-Contracting Parties whose vessels ﬁsh for tunas or tuna-hk» spemea
in the Convention Area to participate as ohservers in the work of the working group with'a view to
voluntery compliance with the system(s} to be adopted.

L

(See Report for Biennial Period, 1994-95, Part I (1994) - Vol, I, Annex 14 to the Proceedings of the Ninth Speciat
Meeting of the Commission - Madrid, November-December, 1994.)



PAKEL 1

ANNEX 6-3

REPORTS OF THE MEETINGS OF PANELS 1 TO 4

Report of the Meeting of Panel 1

1. Opening

1.1 Dr. L. Roffi {Céte d'Ivoire}, Chnirman of Panel 1, opened the meeting.

2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The Agends was sdopled with no changes (Appendix 1 ¢0 Annex §-3).

3. Nomination of Rapporteur

" 3.1 Dr. D. Gaertner {France) was designated Rapporteur.

4. Review of Panel Membership

4,1 After weleoming the United Kingdom, as a new member of the Panel, the Executive Secretary referred the
Pariel to dncumant CDM:‘S‘S!S which cites the mandate and composition of the Panels. ;

4.2 Panel 1 iz comprised of 18 members: Angola, Brazil, Canada, Cape Verde, Cote d'Ivoire, France, Gabon,
Ghana, Japan, Korea, Morocco, Partugal, Russia, Sao Tomé & Principe, Spain, United Kingdom, United States and
Venezuela. Of these member countries, Angola, Cape Verde, Gobor, CGhana, Sao Tomé & Princips and Venezuels
were absent from the 1995 Panel Meeting. :

5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

5.1 Dr. Z. Suzki (Japan), the 1995 SCRS Chau-mnn, presented the SCRS Report under Ttem 9 of the
Commission Agenda st the First Plenary Session.

6. Measures for the Conservation of Stocks
6.a Yellenyfin

6.a.1 The Delepate of Spain expressed concemn about the increase in yellowfin catches, particularly of juveniles.-.
He noted that Spain had reduced its juvenile yellowfin catches by 21 % of the 1993 figure, and snggested there was
a necd to take repulatory measures in good time,

§.a.2 The Delegata of the United States shared this opinion and, while indicatizg that his country did not take
a high percentage of the total catch of yellowfin stressed the special interest which this species represented for
recreational Gsheries of his country, As a result, the United States presented a dratt Resolution, the main ohjective
of which was to ask Cantracting Parties to adopt more specific quantitative messures than those which they had
adopled in relation 10 this species in the past.
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6.2.3 T.n relation to the guestion raised by the Delepate of Cdte d'Ivoire concerning the large preportion of small

: yellowﬁn in' the catches (47 %), the SCRS Chsirman recognized that the Recommendation Limiting the catck of

yellowfin tuna of less that 3.2. kg had never really heen apptied. He therefore asked the Commission to seek practical
ways to ensurc that this Recommendation be observed.

6.2.4 The Delegate of Japan remarked that Japanese baitboats that have been fishing during the last twenty years
or more in the Gulf of Guines, have had to abandos this sector because their by-catch of juveniles was too high. The
methods of application of this minimum eize limit should, therefore, be re-examined,

6.8.5 The Delegate of France taok note of the points raised by the various delegations. He drew the attention
of the Panel to the fact that, on the one hand the increase in yellowfin catches did not erise from countries which have
traditionally targeted yellowfin but from catches of other fleets that fly flags of convenience (listed under "NEI" in
the SCRS tables on landings) and on the other, the high calchies of juveniles were taken In a context of multi-species
fisheries. As a result, measures adopied to solve these problems should be based on the improvement of inspections
of landings and on the sctive research of the SCRS on juveniies.

6.a.6 The U.8. Delegate reiterated the main objective of the draft Resolution he had ﬁrés'aﬁte;ﬂ' The'D:E'lagdie
of Spain expressed his geperal agresment with this Resolution but asked that a change be made to the second
paragraph explaining that Spaio bad tsken specific stéps in relation to this matter.

6.4.7 The United States ngreed &y this modification and to making the Resolution more explicit_.

6.2.8 The Delegate of France asked the SCRS Chairman if the yellowfin stock was over-explaited. Dr. Suzuki
confirmed that the stock was at the level of MSY but, given the prohable increase in fishing power, the stock couid
in fact be aver-exploited. As a resnit, cantion must bs exercised.

6.2.9 In answer to a question asked by the Delegate of Japan, the SCRS Chairman confirmed that ﬂ]';iplicé’.tinh
of the 3.2 kg minimum size would lead te a 12% increass in recruitment.

6.2.10 The Chatrman of Pandl 1 summarized the concemns expressed by various delegations réparding the cafch
of under-sized fish and proposed that Fapan, Spam and France come to an agreement with the nited Statcs tu re-
draft u ]Dmt Resolution o this matter. v L o

- 6.8 11 The "Resulutmn on Atlanhc Yellowfin Tuna", re-drafted l:ly the above-mentioned countries, was presented
to the Panel for review and was adopted. It was then forwarded to the Commission for final approval (see Annex
4-6).

6-b Skzpjnck

6.6.1 Thera was no discussion on t‘ma species hy the Panel.

7. Reseurch

7.1 The SCRS Chairman recalled the recommendations made regarding research relsted to sampling strategy and
on-board abservers for the tropical baitboat and purse ﬁe.me fleats. [t was recnrnmended thnt :ﬁmds be made available
for the de\relclpmf:nt of these studles

8. Date and place of next Panel meeting

1
o

8 1 The Panel decided o hold its next me.etmg at’ I:he same tlIIIB anc place as the next Cﬂmmlssmn maetlng

9. Other matters

9.1 There were no other matters discussed.



PANEL 1

1. Election of Panel Chairman

10. ¥ The Delegats of France, followed by the United States, Spain, Morocco and Russia propossd the re-election
of Cote d'Ivoire. Dr. Koffi, on behalf of Céte d'Ivoire, thanked the Panel and accepted s re-election.

11. Adoption of Report

11.1 The Repart of ths Panel was adopted.

12, Adjournment

12.1 The Chairman of the Pancl proceeded to adjourn the mesting.
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Report of the Meeting of Panel 2 - -

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting was opened by its Chairman Mr. .. Lahlou (Moracen).

2. Adoption of Agendn

3.1 The Agenda was adopied and is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 63

3. Nomination of Rapporteur

3.1 Ms. B. Bruce of the Unifed Statss served as rapporteur for the mecting,

4, Review of Punel Membership

4.1 The Chuirman noted the countries present: Canada, Spain, France, Japan, Republic of Korea, Moroceo,
Portugal, and the United States,

4.2 The United Kingdom expressed its intention to become a member of Panel] 2.

4.3 The Chairman welcomed the United Kingdom as & new member of Panel 2.

5, Report of Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

5.1 There were no questions for the Chairman of SCRS regarding this Agendn item.

6. Measures For the Conservation of bluefin tuna siocks

d.a Northern biuefin tuna

6.1.1 The Chairmar suggested the Panel discuss western Atlantic hluefin, eastern Aflantic blnefin tupa and then
north Atlantic albucore. The suggestion was agreed to by the Delegates.

6.2.2 The Delegate of Canada was concernerd about the status of sastern bluefin tuna and the credibility of ICCAT
as an organizetion when the Commission continuaily ignores the recommendations of the SCRS. The statement
presented by Canada is attached sy Appendix 2 {0 Anznex 6-3,

6.6.3 The Chairman stated that he shared Camnda's concerns, but urged that discussion begin with westem
Atlantic bluefin tuna.

6.8.4 The Delegate of Spain noting that the current discussion referred to western bluefin tuna, stated that the
1984 catches of western bluefin tuna were higher than those for the previous three or four years, The Commission
has made tremendous cfforts ta create stfective management measures in order to deat with the declining resource.
He also noted that hiuefin was being cansidered for listing nnder CITES. He stated that Iast year's agreement was a
complicated issue and incressed mthorized catches were not complied with, The Delegate stressed the need Lo comply
with ICCAT agreements and recommendations and suggested tha possible need to readdress last yvear's apreement for
western Atlantic bivefin tuna.
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6.a.5 The Delegate of Spain alsc stated his concern regarding bluefin catches from the central Atlantic and
suggested that if such an Atlantic fishery existed separate from the eastern and western fisheries, that this would
undermine the 1894 JCCAT recommendations. The Delegate noted his intention to vevisit this issue when the centsal
Atlantic fishery comes up and underscored the fact that it is unclear to which fishery the central Atlantic belongs (ie.
eastern and western). ' ' :

6.2.6 The Chairman stated the centcal Atlantic fishery had not been discussed yet, and agreed thet this stock

would ke discussed later.

6.8.7 The Delegate of the United States asked for clarification on which fishery the Penel was covering - east,
west oy central Atlantic. :

6.4.8 The Chairmaz confirmed that the western Atlantic stock was being discussed.

6.2.9 The Delsgate of the United States addressed Spain's intervention regarding the western Atlantic overage
of the scientific monitormg limit, which the Delegate of Spuin mdieated was caused by the United States. He
explained that the U.5. manages western Atlantic bluefin tuna by setting a specific quota and that the conservation
efforts in the western Atlantic have shown great dividends -- the abundance of the stock is greater, and the siock is
closér to the recovery poals. The Delegate stressed that the 1. S, believes in strict oanagement through setting specific
guolas, restricting the catch of juvenile tunas and establishing a zero tolerance for undersized tuna. He noted that

domestic U.S. management provisions take into account harvests that are over or under the assigned quota so that total -

harvest of the species is within agreed levels. He explained that,if there is a take in excess of the quota for one year,
it is deducted from the next year's quota level. In addition, he explained that there is cn-gaing analysis of recrealional
catch figures for bluefin funa and other tunas and therefore, the United States would not have a datermination of any
quota overages for 1554, until this information is available. -

§.a.10 The Delegate of Japan stated confidently that Japan was abiding by the regulations. In the 1993 fishing
year, Japan’s catch was 378 MT, and in the 1994 fishing year Japan’s catch was 148 MT. He noted that some of
the confusion may have resulted from the fact that Japan manages its quota on the basis of 4 fishing szason that does
not correspond with a calendar year, whils SCRS determines catch level based on the calendar year. Japan stressed
that its catch is in compliance with [CCAT recommendations and misimum size.

6.0.11 The Delegate of Canada referred (o the Recommendation made in 1593 on thé management of the central
noth Atlantic-bluefin luna fishery (reference: Annex 14 to the 1993 Commission Proceedings). He also recalled that
the Delegate of Spain had noted that Japun agreed te limit its biennial catch in the central north Atlantic far 1994-

19895, as specified in the Recommendation, The Canadian Delegate further noted that hence this recommendation will

not be in effect for 1996 and thereafter,

5.2.12 The Delsgate of Spain explained that the ad foc and provisiona! regime adopted in 1993 was for 1994-
1995, ‘The provisional regime was established and specified that Japan's allocation would be 1,300 MT for twa years..
He rioted that this is the last year of the scheme, The Delegate asked Dr, Suzukd to clarify if central Aflantic bluefin
belong to either the pagtern or westermn stock, the impact af the ﬁshery' on these fish, and whether or not it could be
considered a third indepandent stack. -

6.2.13 The Punel Chairman noted the discussion was on western Atlantic stack. The fishery in the central Atlantic.

will be dealt with separately, unless it is part of the western stocks.

§.2,14 Dr. Suzuki responded that the central Atlantic stock is not an independent stock. There are only two
spawning grounds, the Gulf of Mexico and the Mediterrancan. Since the spawning seasons in both areas are at about

the same Hmé, there can be no simultansous spawning of one fish in the Gulf of Mexico and the Mediterranean. The -

data shows twa hypothetical sub-populatians, the West and the Mediterranean, with mixing. The SCRS could not say
quantitatively the relationship af the central stock with the east or west. There is a simulation study and analysis o
dutermine the relationship. He noted that there is pot much difference in the trend of the stock hetweéen those studies
and the assessinents based vp the present separate stock hypothegis. The exact percentage of the central north Atlantic
catch taken from the east or west is not known. ' ;

6.8.15 The Delegate of Spain stated that he understoad that the relationship of the central stock to the eastern
and western stocks would not have an impast on the population trends. The quots established in the west for 1995 was
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increased to 2,200 MT. This increase was due to the revised assessment. He suggested an sanalysis he dane regarding
the appmpnate placement of the central Aflantic quota. .

6 a.la Tha Dalegate of J apa.n e.x_pressed his grave concern with Lhe direction in which the other speaker and the
Chairman were Jeading the Panel with regard to the central area issue. He noted the lack of seientific information on
the stock harvested by the central north Atlantic fisbery, The Delegate expressed Japan's view that the stock is not.
indspendent nor daes it constitute part of the western area. He further noted for management purposes, the 43 degree
west longitude line was established and the urea in question was east of the line. The Delegate reiterated thal at this
moment the central Atlantic fishery should be considered, for management purposes 8 part of the eastern Atlantic
stock. The catch has been reported based an this assumption. Last year new recommendations for the capping of the
catch were established for the entire eastern: Atlantic and the Delegate asserted (hat the recommendations are applicable
to the centrzl Atlantic fishery. Therefore, the motion of allovations for the central Atlantie, which. the 1593
Recommendation espouses, do not make sense anymore and should be abolished. The SCRS is studyiny the issue of
the stock structure and the Delegate noted that the Japanese fleet will continue to provide scientific information to
ICCAT from the ceniral ares ﬁshery gven after the abolishment of the 1993 Recommendation.

! 6 a.17 ThE: Delegate of the Umted States asked far clarification on Jupﬂ.u s central Atlantic ﬁ'ihery al]ncntlon
The Delegate of Japen responded that the 1993 Recommendation on the central Atlantic a[lc_:catmn far. 1994 1995 i 15
now irrelovant and should not be continued from 1996 onweards, Do

- 6..18 The Delegats of the United States agreed with the Delegate of Japan. that the 1993 Recommendation on
the central Atlantic aliocation for 1994-1995 was now imrelevant and should not be continued in 1996 and onwards. .
In the U.S. view, there are two bluefin tuna management areas, east and wast. Tha Delsgate explained the range of
tha western Atlantic begins at the Gulf of Mexico and moves North, with some mixing with the eastern. Atlantic stock.
The range of the eastern Atlantic stock begins in the Mediterranean and moves west with some mixing. ICCAT drew,
the line between the two management stacks at 45 degrees longituds, but he qoted that the line was an arbitrary and
mostly political, management line. The United States has observed movement of fish across the 45 degree line between
the two-stocks, Some of the fish caught in the central morth Atlantic are from the western stock. Therefore, it is of
intarest to the U,S, to know how many fish are tsken from the area,

6.2.15 The Delegate of Japan stated that in 1993, there was a discussion on the link of the central area to the '
western Atlantic manapement area. He noted that there is limited information on the stock structure, and discussion .
of the stock in central area fishery affacts, either east or wust, frostrates the history of quota allocations and is not
an.idealistic approach. He stressed the need to Jook at the whole Atlantie, not just at the central Atlantic urea.

64, '-’0 The Cham:l:lan noted (at the purpose af the eurrent discussion was to. make ht.-.adway on, mnnagement
measures with-ths west and the east. Two years agp, management measures were put into place for the traditional
arens. He stated there was not sufficient data for the central stock to be deslt with separately.

6.2.21 The Delegate of Japan stated that Japan will have difficuity accepting & proposs! of setting up g gew
managemunt area without scientific information. s

: '0:0,22 Tha De}egate of Spain stated the sclentlhc information showed that the central fishery beneﬁtted fmm e.ach
slde:. And that reductions would be necessary if it i5 decided that the ceatral fishery is part of the eastern Imanagement
stock. The level of compulsory reductions is 25%. He noted the fishery did not exist in 1993 as part of the easten
Atlantic-stock and this fact should be taken into account. Otherwise, there will be manugement concerns with this
spparent increase in effort, regardless of the 1,300 MT quota reduction.

.-6.2.23 The Delegate of Spain stated that in looking at the past terms of the western blusfin tipa management and
the.reduced quata of 1993, u key element was the significant reduction of the Japanese catch of western bluefin tuna.
He noted that Japan shifted its effort from the western to the central urea. The Delepate was soncerned thot if the
allocation of the central avea is shifted to fish on eastern bluefin tupa it would create management prablems. .

-+ 6.2.24 The .ﬁslegatu of the United States stated the central area is' a gateway of eastern and leestt;am stocks.

6.4,25 The Delegate of Iapan stated that since there was no consensus view, the discussion should be discontintied
and done infarmally.

- 6,028 The-Delegates of Spain and the United States accepted the Daiegnt;?, of JTapan's pmﬁoéﬂ.
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6.2.27 The Delegats of the United States stated that ths TU.§. bas conservation measnres in place for the current
year. The Dalegate proposed that a recovery program be put together for next year through recommendations from
SCRS. The SCRS could examine various aliernate recovery programs, which may inclede timme periods, quota
munagement, reductions in catches, specific recommendations on actions ta achieve recovery.

6.3.28 The Delepate of Spain agreed, in principle; with the United States, but supgested no reﬁommendatiﬂn be
made unti] next year. Whatever the recommendetion, he stressed that the two stocks should be kept separate, There .

is no consensus on either the one- or two-stock theory, and therefore, separate recovery recommendations are needed.

6.a.29 The Delepate of Canada stated that there is no new secientific information relating to the western Atlantic

stock and the current management regime should remain in place until next year. Any discussion of a new

mﬂnagement regime should be based on solid scientific information, including discussicns on the impact of Japan's .
central Atlantic fivhery being regarded as a part of the eastern stock. He stressed that fishing effort un eastern bluefin,

shoiild be ke.pl: under control. The measvres to be implemented in 1996 include a 25% reduction in catches. He noted
that catches hgd increased in the east and steessed that the 25% reduction agreed to in 1994 should be based an 1993
catches, In the menntime, conservation MeAsUTes should be implemented and enforced s foreefully as possible.

6.a.30 The Deleyate of the United States reiterated the necessity to charge the SCRS to develop of & recovery.
plan when conducting their assessment of bluefin tuna. The scientific report could then include management pptions.

6.a.31 The Delegate of Canada endorsed the statement by the United States that there is a need to work on a .

stock recovery program. The information received by SCRS next year will help in future management decisions.

6.4.32 The Delegate of Japan peinted out the sacrifice which Jupen had accopted in its allocation share of western.

bluetin tuna in 1993 and 1994 when the management measures were adopted. The allocations to be made next year
need fo reflect more reasopably historica] shares,

" 6.2.33 The Delegate of the United Kingdom discussed the current management pian for western Atlantic biushin |

6.4.34 The Delegate of the United Kingdom stated that Bermuda is developing a fishery within its EEZ that has

by-catch of bluefin tunn, The quotas for developing countries should be held to less than 50 MT and these countries

be exempt from regulations. This exemption should be extended to Bermuda. The Resolution proposed by the U.K.
for a quota exemption for devefoping fisheries in the western Atlantic is attached as Appendix 3 to Anpex 6-3.

6.2.35 The Delegates from the $pain, the United States and Japan all stated they would like more time to Took .

at the request,

" 6.:1. 36 The Chairman suggested that Bermuda follow current measures and wait for the SCRS 1996 agsessment,

6.a. 37 The Daleéuta of the U.K. stated he would need time to consider the Chairman’s suggeskion..

GI:.'a.3S The Delegate of France sesponded to Canada's earlier remarks on the increase in catch of eastern Atl'amic -

hluefin funa. He mentioned this raight could be due, in particular, to a J2 facto increase of effort, due to exceptional
climatic canditions and s change in the strategy of the French purse seiners. He then explained the dramatic increase
in catch 1993 (4,500 MT) and 1994 (11,800 MT). According ta the 1994 Recommendations regarding bluefin tuna
catch reductions in the east Aﬂm:mc, the reductions can be calculated based on 1993 ar 1994 catches, whichever were
]:ughcr The high statistics of 1994 could be due to lm:u:lmgs that were received in other ports of call which might have
led to douhble counting. He noted that there was a increase in tatsl weight of catch, buta 25% decrease in the number
of fish caught and that the target of large fish js important. In his view, the reference year upon which to base catch

reductions should not be the crucial issue, Instead, the real problem is the ¢atch of juveniles weighing less than 6.4 .

kg. There is no dats on Age 0 fish. He stressed that responsible mansgement of the resource requires as e corollary
respnumble trade, He stressed the need to enhance non-Contracting Party compliance. He suggested that amending

the 1994 recommendation establishing the reference year for bluefin tuna catch reductions in the east Atlantic, and .

sugpested using, as far as France is concerned an average of 1993 and 1994 catch levels (approximately 8,000 MT)

which wonld reduce the French quota to spproximetely 6,000 MT in 1998. The Delepate underscored. France's
willingness to apply this reduction, i.e. 25% begioning in 1996, And pave a definitive fipure for Franee's 1995
Mediterranean catch at 5,380 MT. He noted that France does not yet have an exect fipure for its Atlantic catch, but
it will be approximately 300-400 MT.
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6.8.39 The Delegate of Spain stated that there may be problems in assigning catches to.the proper flag country
due to European Union regulations which allow any EU vessel to land in any EU port. He further noted this could
greate difficulties in monitoring the catch of the flug state’s vessels. He added, howsver, that this should not hamper,
the responsibility of the flag state with regard to the control of the cetches made by its vessels. In addition, he agreed
that there is an obvious problem with the catch of juvenile bluefin tuna. He expressed concern about the changes and
modifications caused in the stock by the catch of 30,000 spawners by the porse seine fleets, This needs to be
considered in any management scheme. The cbneern stems from the incresse of calch of large spawning. stock.
Manepement measures need to address the issue of juvéniles and the increase of cateh of large spawning stock. The
Delegate of Spain indicated that, with a view towards attaiming a 25% reduction, in accordance with last year's
Recommendation, Spanish catches in 1994 had been less than those of 1993,

- 6.0.40 The Delegate of the United States expressed concern about the disposition of the U.5. recovery. proposal

for-western bluefin tuna. The United States is a responsible member of the Commission. He stated that it is clear that

there is mixing between eastern and western stocks and that there is need to determine the gemerative sources of the
western Atlantic stocks and how the stocks will be affected, Notwithstanding Frimce's comments he stressed the U.S.
view that SCRS be asked to pive recommendations on what should be done on stock rebuilding and the nations that
fish in the enstern Atlantic should respond with what they will do in sceordance with the SCRS recommendation.
There was littie compliance with the 6.4 kp minimum size and there was & dramatic incrzase in catch, -even though
SCRS gave its strongest warning of having “grave concems”. The reductions pursuant to the recommended level of
catches did not achieve ‘the outcome SCRS recommended. He stated that the U.S. doss agree with France that
miniraum size aad trade is A problam and suggested a ban on the catch of bluefin tuna less than 6.4 kg, and thal there
be-ne tolerance and no sale of fish under minimum size.

6.a.41 The Delegate of Japan stated his concerns about the increase in catch of castern Atlantic bleefin in 1994,
The1994 catch of 34,500 MT is an increase of 7,400 MT fram 1993, The purse seine tishery of one nation wes noted

in the SCRS Report to have incressed'its catch to 11,800 MT, which was an increase of 7,073 MT from the previous -

vear. He also stated his concems about a member country tongline fishery that increased their its catch from O in 1993
to 700 MT in 1994, The 25 % reductios as planned is not sufficient to reduce mortality adequately and be stated that
Japan would prefer that conntries that have coatributed the most to the over-harvest assume the greatest burden in the
teduction plan. He stated that for these nations the 25% reduction should be from 1593 levels, not 1994 levels. The
Delegate expressed appreciation for the latitude of the French delegation, but expressed some reservation to France's

proposal. Japan also expressed concern about Hondiras, Belize and Taiwan, and that the total catch by nen-
Contracting Parties altogether reached 12,500 MT in 1994, The Delegate stated his appreciation of the conservation .

measuras adopted by the GFCM and suggested they be used as 2 model for SCRS. Ha poted that the GFCM had asked
ICCAT to study if the prohibition of purse seine gear during the spawning season would be useful, Jupan
recommended that the current ICCAT ragu]ulmn to prohibit longlining during the spawning season in the
Mediterranean also be applied to the purse seine fishery.

6.4.42 The Delegate of Canada commsnted on the statement made by France explaining the problems with their
calch estimates and asked for verification/clarification of France’s cateh. The proposal put forward to use an average
of 1993 and 1994 seems contrary to discussions that have occurred. The Delepate expressed congern for suppost of
a measure which is an increase of 50% over the 1993 catch and stressed the rednetion of 25% for catches combining
1993 and 1994 is insufficient to cut down the mortality rate. Such a measure undermines canservation in this fishery.

The Dalagate agreed the catch of small fish is a serious matter and that the Commission needs to address the catch . -

of small fish.

6 .43 The DeIegaie of France clarified the manner in which catch statistics may have led to double cuuntmg

The Delegate then noted that taking large numbers of juveniles would result in a substantially smalier spawning stock.

5.a.44 Dr Suzuki commented on the 1994 statistics. He noted the need to prevent the further decline of the- .

spawning stock, and the need to reduce the entire catch to a level of some 20,000 MT in the eastern Atlzntic. A 25%

reduction: of 1994 figures will not reduce the cateh to the recommended 20,000 MT. The recommendation to reduce -

hy 25% was based on the projections made in 1994 with regard to the then current catch levels, He noted it would .-

be hefter to reduce from 1993 levels, othecwise benefits are not guaranteed. He apreed there is a problem regarding
the catch of smail binefin tuna and spawning bluefin funa. Purse seiners catch lacpe fish, but they do take a sizeable

amount of small fish as well. He stressed that consideration of the protection of juvenile biuefin tuna is mere important - -

for the conservatipn of the stock.

L
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* 6.a.43 The SCRS Chairman summarized the SCRS opinion that hy accepting Franee's proposal to averape 1993
and 1994 catck levels and to base the 25 % reduction on that average would not meet the reduction recommendation
put forward by SCRS. The French Delegale noted the opinion of the SCRS Chairman.

6.0.46 The Delegate of Spain stated that the Recommendations adopted Iast year aimed at reducing by 25% with
repard to 1593 or 1994 catch levels, The Chairman agreed with Spain's comment.

6.2.47 The Delegate of the Republic of Korea commented that Korea's caich in 1977 of tuna snd tuna-like species
was 32,000 MT. In 1984, Korea's catch was 15,000 MT. In 1994, Korea had & bluefin catch of 684 MT out of a total
catch of 1,805 MT. The Delegate stated that these levels should remain, The Delepate proposed the reduction of 25 %
should he from 1994 catch statistics, as they are more correct thanp 1993 statistics, due to the implementation of the
Statistical Document Prapram. The Delegute of Korea proposed that conservation and management messures be based
'on 1994 catch statistics.

6.a.48 The Delegate of the United States stated that in 1994 this Recommendation was adopted to reduce the
“catch from 1993 or 1954 Isvels, but noted that the SCRS Chairman has stated that takcing the reduction of "D% frum
1994 will lead to no recovery.

i.8.49 The Delegate of France clarified the reduction would be 12,000 to 6,000 and would apply in 1996,

6.8.50 The Delepate of Spain stated the need o find a solutien to this issne and noted-that the assessment of
bluefin tuna will be ready for next year's annual meeting. The mansgement measures were put in place for two years.
He stressed the need for all Contracting Parties to be aware of their managemsnt responsibilitiss, and determing the
appropriate application of the SCRS recommendaticns. The Delegate asked France to repeat its 1985 figures, to get
an idea of statistics for 8 mormal year. The Delegate of France responded with its definitive pumbers for the
Mediterranean and the provisional numbers for the Atlantic. France's catch in the Mediterranean for 1995 was 5 ,380
MT and the provisiopal sumbers for the eastern Atlantic are 300-400 MT.

6.8.51 The Delegate of Unitad States asked France to clarify its reference to 6,000 MT &nd specifically asked
if the 6,000 figare was a baseline or if it would be reduced by 25%. The Delegate of France respondad that the
figures for the 1995 SEasom l:learly show that 6,000 is the baseline number.

6.8.52 The Chairman, speaking as the Delegate of Morocco, stated that the reference point using the average of
1993 and 1994 might lead io difficulties. There may be & need to differentiatc between major and minor fishing
nations. Moroeeo coutd not acespt 1993 or the average of 1993 and 1994 ta be taken as an exclusive calculation base.

6.a.53 The Observer from Taiwan stated thet the Recommendakion entered into force on October 2, 1995, and
Taiwan's fleet is fishing in compliance with these mapagement measnres. It would be very difficult for Talwan if the
measures ware chanped. He indicated that Taiwan will follow the 1994 Recommendations.

6.a.54 The Delegate of Spain stated his understanding that Taiwan is in compliance with the measures adopted
‘aiming at a reduction of 25% on 1993 or 1994 levels. The Delega!e of Taiwan responded saying the Recommandanuns
'bhould apply to 1983 or 1994, whichever is higher.

'6.2.53 The Delegate of Spain stated in looking at the bluefin landings table for Atlantic longline cutches of 5 MT
‘and 329 MT for the Mediterranean, asked if Taiwan would be applying the 25% on those numbers, The Dejegate
explained Spain‘s interpretation of France's proposal to use 1993 or an average of 1993 and 1994 giving the pation
the option to use whichever is the higher number.

§.8.56 The Chairman stated that for countries with minor catches of bluefin tuna, the use of 1993 or 1994
catches, whichever are higher, is appropriate. However, for nations with major bluefin catches, there is a need for
a congensus before moving on time or area closures. The Chairman recommended the interested delegations create
an ad hoc group to discuss the reference point.

6.8.57 The Delegate of Japan staled that Japan, at the time of adoption of the 1994 Recommendation had been
aware that the catches of some countries for 1994 rapht be higher than thoss far 1993, However, in fact, catch
‘statistics have shown an unexpected and substantial increase in 1994, The Delegate reiterated the naticos that
cantributed the most to the increase in harvest levels should bear the biggest burden with regard to reducticns.
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. B.a5 _BllTj'hq p_etegate aof Spain prelsentad a short statement, which is attached ns Appendix_ﬂ{ to Annex 6-3.

6.8.59 A discussion eusucd on the development of the ad hoc zroup. It was decided the mémbers]:up Of tht: gwup
should be [eft open, in order to allow any interesied conntry to be involved in the discussions,

6.a,60 The Delegate of the United States inquired about the procedure for presenting a scientific proposal asking
SCRS to give advice on the value of a longline index on bluefin funa, specifically, the Delegate asKed whether it
should be presented in Panel 2, at the PWG, or dirsctly to the SCRS. [t was agreed the proposal should be sant
directly to SCRS. S

" 6.4, 61 The Dalegatr: of the United States discussed its proposed resolution for an Atlantic bluefin tuna recovery
prugram which is attached as Appendix 5 to Annex 6-3. The proposal reflects earlier discussion on the valus of
charging SCRS to develop a recivery plan for eastern and westzmn bluefin tuna along with the blueﬁn stock.
assessment. R

_ 6 .62 .The Delegate of Spain reiterated his country’s concern regarding the conceptual problem of the existence
of a bmglie. stock. He commented that there is not a single stock and that there needs 10'be a chslmcttcm hetween the
stocks. :

é.2.63 The Delegate of United States explaired the intention was not to imiply a single stock, and agreed to make
the necessary amendments to the proposal to mdtcate that two cumpletely separate nnd d.tsnnct TECOVEry prugmms
should be davelope.d

6.a. 64 Th.e DLlegatL. of Cansada ataied his support for the .S, recovery program proposai The Delegate
Suggaste.d that the prupﬂsa] he more presise in its request to SCRS, by providing management nb_}acnves and request
SERS to provide opttons for tha recovery prngram to be based on saveral tlme frnmas

6.2.65 The Delzgate of Portapal stated his suppnrt of the U.S. propoval and the relavancy of Canadaf‘s cummaﬂla,
but suggested that it should be left up to SCRS to determine the best type of recovery program.

L T : . .
6.48.66 The Delegate of Spain agreed with Canada’s statement. He indicated that the differences between the stock
status of the westerm Atlantic and eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean should be taken into sceount during the
devulopmt:nt of the recovery program.

ﬁ a. 6'? Tha Delegate of United St.a.tas restated that the inteation is for the SCRS devalcp two separaw ru:twery
programs before the 1996 annual mesting.

- 6 a 68 The Delegnt& of Canada slated that two separate documents should ba prepawd as guldance for SCRS and
suggeatcd the documents be s t.laar as pnsmbla

8.8 69 IL was agread that a joint proposal would be drafted and macusaed hy the ad hoc gruup

6 270 The SCRS Chairman, Dr. Suzuki, stated that the proposal s options should be as clear as- posmble and
suppesied the mimimum option be to stop further decline of the spawning stock, Maintaining the 1994 Recommendation
that would allow a 25 % reduction from 1994 catch Ievels would not meet the estimated recovery, He noted that SCES
l}ecommendahons are nat always respected by the Commission. The recommendations developed by the Commission
should be base.d on the best available scientific data. The Chairman urged the Delegutes to hesd 3CRS su}:gestlons

6.2.71 The Delsgate of Jupan reiterated that the GFCM had asked ICCAT stndy if the prohibition of purse seine
- gear during the spawning season would be useful, and he urged its adoplion by ICCAT.

;I 6., 7'3' The ICCAT Bxecutive Secretary stated that document COM/95/24 contained a summary of the GFCM
meetmg, as weil as their Resolution (95/1) which reinforces ICCAT’s repulatory measures for eastern Atlantic-bluetin
tuna in the Mediterranean. (The GFCM Resolution 95/1 is attached as Appendix 6 to Annex 6.3.) The Council did
request ICCAT to consider the possibility of extending th.is to oiber Gsking methods,

I.[- 6.1 a 73 The Delegate of France mentioned that this issue had been evoked at the GFCM: meeting and that the

"GFCM relerred the matter 1o ICCAT to determine whether the prohibition would be usefu] for the stock, The Belegate
underlined that there is a need far a prior scientific assessment to determine the effectiveness of the propasal.-«
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. 6.a,74The Delegate of Spain stated that he had chaired the GFCM meeting. GFCM does not have a committes
that can dﬂ.ﬂlyze the proposal and its effect on spawning and holding stocks. It s vnknown if timefarea closures will
prolect parent stocks. Information is lacking regarding accurate assessments and accurate {leet size estimales. He
suggested it would be useful if SCRS could get this information,

6.4.75 The Chairmun supported SCRS involvement in the siady.

6.8, 75 The Delepate of France reiterated the Chairman's point on the purpose of ereating an informal group to
resolve the outstanding agenda items. He noted that one of the issues resolved by the group involved France. The
compromise reached by the group is reflected in Annex 4-5. He stated that it consists of an agreement to help France
take into account its current level of fishiog and pointed out that fishing levels cannot continue to increase when the
Commissinn hes management measures in place to replenish the stock, He noted that the reference year of 1994 was
supparted by spme countries, but in ragard to France's 1594 catch level, 7,000 MT is being used as the refercnce
point in order to decrease France's catck appropriately, The Delegate stressed that this is a higher reduction than
France asked for at the first session.

6.2.77 Tha Delegate of France also stated that his ceuutry had agreed to these satlb!'aetmy provisions, which w111'
be done over a three year peciod with the total catch ¢oming from both the Mediterranzan and the Atlantic fisheries.
He stressed that this is a sacrifice and that Spain and the United States were instrumental in getting this issue resolved.

§.2.78 The Delegate of Spain reiterated France's statement and agreed the Recommendation was reached by
consensus. This consensus was tantamount in getiing a reference point that falls within the 1994 Recommendation for
bluefin tuna. The Delegate asked if it would now be appropriate to discuss the other cutstanding apenda items. He
noted his concern over the current situation of increasing cateh evels and the need to find a solution to this problem.
He stressed that the recomumendation to apply a 25% veduction on either 1993 or 1994 catch levels, whichever catch
was higher, was to produce real solutions. He noted {hat the deterraination to use either 1993 or 1994 catch levels was
bused on the lack of data available at the Sme of the recommendaticn. He stressed that this did not mean that there
should be any major increasss in catch. The Delegate appealed to the Contracting and noo-Contracting Parties that
have sipnificanily increesed their catch to show their sense of responsibility and apply the apprapriate reduction levels.
He noted that 4 Jetter will be sent and will include the recommended range of acceptable reductions. He stated his
desire ta be consistent with procedure and noted that the appeal cannot be made into a resoiution, but stressed, that
Contracting and non-Contracting Parties should be responsible and implement the appropriate conservation measures
recommended for the species. The Delegate noted that he did not believe it was appropriate to mention the particular
figures to be used in the letfer, but that & range of reduction levels would be given und that 2 more in-depth process
to implement the measures would be done next year. He stressed that he can only accept decreases, not increases in
cateh levels, and this will show our commitment to recovery.

 6.2.79 The Delegate of the United States agreed with Spain’s statement. He noted the e_xe_r_uj:lary action taken
by France in its desire lo implement conservation measures and stated that Frunce’s action was a pood stample for
other countries that increased their catches.

6.8.80 The Delegate of Spain clarified that the [stter be discussed earlier in the PWG Mecting was not poing to
be sent to any members of the Commission. He stated thut he did aoct want to reveal the names of countries that had
significantly increased their catches, bul in genersl, all countries showld be held responsible for the conservation
measures set forth by the Commussion.

6.a,81 The Chairman recopnized copsensus oo this agenda item and recommended the adoption Df the
Recommendatmn

6.a.82 The Deiepate of France summarized the previous discussion and agreed to the proposals presentcdl by
Spain and the United States.He siated for the record, that France never bed the intention to constitute an artificial
historical reference. und noted thot France itself bad recommended a reduction of its catches, .

" 6.2.83 The Dalegate of Japan commended France for their actions, He noted a reference in the document and
asked for clarification on why paragraph 9 of the 1994 Resolution was inchuded in addition 1o paragraphs 2 and 3,

6.1.84 The Delegate of France stated that Japan was correct and that he bad no problem deleting the reference.
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6.4.85 The Chairman again recommended the adoption of the document with the amendment deleting paragraph
9, He'then asked the Panel to discuss the proposed resolution for Aflantic bluefin bana recovery progra.m& He noted
the dlfﬁnulty in reachmg an agreement on Lhis issue and asked if there is now a ¢onsensus. :

6.4,86 The Delegate of the United States stated that proposed resoluncm was 2’ refined propcsa'l He rmted the.
intent of the proposal was to cail upon SCRS to give the Commission advice on recovery options. He stated that the
current version of this resolution contained changes that shontd satisfy zl] interested Partivs, The Delegate made
specific reference to the underlined portions of the document, briefly explained the scientific discussion of the mixing
hat-ween eastem aod we:.lt:m bluetin tuna, and clarified that the MSY level mcludecl 8 0% probabihty

6.a,.87 The Delt,g,ate of Ca.nada :;mted hls ‘support of the United States pmposal He noled that it was a halpful

step to gelting better management for both east and west bluefin tuna, He staed that the proposal now has. specific |

requests for the SCRS and should produce clear results.. The Delegate asked for clarification oo the terminelogy of
the ward “nets" and whethe.r or ool the Iermmology wonld mc]ude purse seine nets or did this nead to be clarified. .

I TR

6.a.88 The De.le.gdic uf United States stated that in t.he 1.8, view the language would include purse ssine vessel:. -

as a response ta the GFCM requeat for information regarding the use af this gear type in ﬁpa'.vnmg areas during June
andJuI}' AL ' :

-6.a;89 The Delegatr: of France agmad with thu United States and addaﬂ that !he tarm “net” is general on purpn':e 1

The peneral term takes into account all types aof ﬁshmg nets, thcrehy allevinting the need 1o list every type nf néet,

L

genr,

6.a.91 The Chairman resolved that this Resolution was a&opted and would be forwarded to the Commission fnr- T
final-approval (see Annex 4-4). He'also noted that there was one inose iteim on the agenda cnncemmg the r&:quest-

mn.de by the Umted ng,dom

6 #.92 Thé Delegate nf Umted ngdom expl:une.d the changes ta ]:us ortgmnl]y propased resolution relatmg to .

the Provisions sgreed to in 1982 and 1984 and the request of the United Kingdom to have an incidental catch of 3¢
MT, similar to the concessions given to Brazil and Cuba. The recommendation was:changed to allow this dependent
territory 5 Hive a domestic fishery-within its EEZ and to give Bermuds wn incidental catch af up to 4 MT during
1996, with the an,lmowledgement that the. mntl;er of mamgemant of hluefin tuna will ba reviewed at the 1996 annuat
mEetmg : . oo

6.2.93 The Dele.gate of United Slulﬁa walcumad the United ngdom as a mew ICCAT member anl:l nnte.d that

the actions tuken by the U.K., as a new [CCAT Contracting Party, should show other non-Contracting Parties that
toining ICCAT is needed (o get the best conservation and management for bluefin tuna. He stated that western bluefin
tuna'was over-fished und was in need of corservation, He moted that the western bluefin tuna fishery was a fully

subscribed fishery that was managed by quotas. The Deleyate stated that the Commission nesds to deal with the issue

of incoming Parties and to resolve the issue of how to bandle new entrants coming into a fully subscribed fishery. He
suggested thal there be a waiting period for new entrants that do not have an historical catch, He noted that.Bermuda
had a historical catch of only one year: The Delegate presented these refinements ta the proposal: that there be no
directed ‘fishery, that the catch ailowance be for only one year, and that-there would he no guarantee that 8 eatch
allowance wonld be forthcoming in the future. The Delegate then guestioned Bermuda's need. for 4 MT.

6:2.94 The Delegate of United Kingdom explained the request of 4 MT and stated that even with data on recent
catch history levels of the longline fishery within its EEZ, the incidental catch has been as high as 3.3 MT. Hsa
stressed how difficult it would be to realistically reduce this incidental catch to 2 or 3 fish.

6.8.90 The Delcgatc of Canada Sldtf:{] h15 agrcement with France's expla.nauon as lonyg as it mcluded porse seine -

6.2.95 The Delegate of Canada expressed his apprecwtmu and welcomed the perticipation of United Kingdom -

in TCCAT. He stated that Canada has had discussions with the Tinited Kingdom delegation and understands their .

interest to develap their fishery and commended the United Kingdom on their responsible approach. The Dejegate
noted his suppart uf their propoaal to haw: a4 MT mcldental cu[ch mthm their own zone. :

6.2.96 The Delepate of France stated that ke can underatand the need to develop fisheries within the EEZ of

archipelagos of the United Kingdom and that he can support the UK. proposel.
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6.2.97 The Delegate of Japan siated that he was a member of the informal discussions and reiterated a concern
that was expressed about using the word "developing” and that it may infer that the fishery could lead to a more
developed state. The Delegate suggesied the vss of the phrase for the title of Ihe recommendation "an examption for
small scale fishery”. If this is accepted, Japan agreed to support the proposal.

6.4.98 The Delegate of the United Kingdom expressed thanks to France, Capada and Japan and stated he vmuld
accept their proposals. |

6.8.99 The Deizgate of the United States thanked the U.K, for the explanation on why 4 MT was needed and
stated their acceptance of that level of incidental catch.

"6.1.100 The Delegate of United Kingdom thaznked the United States for aceepting the 4 MT incidental catch level
and responded to the United Stetes requast to address their concerns. He stated that tems 1 and 2 in the 1.5, proposal
were laken care of in the U.K. proposal. He noted that the UK. is aware that the level of incidenta] catch was only
for one year and that it will be readdressed next year. He stated that the U. K. (Bermuda) could not accept the United
States third proposal because it condemns them forever ta only an incidental cateh. He noted that he understood that
the U.K, (Bermuda) would not be able to receive an aliocation until the bluefin tuna stock had recoyered enough to
support additional allocation and that this should be discussed in 1996.

6.2.101 The Delegate of Japan noted that he shared the concerns stated by the United States Dulegate, He stated
that the United Kingdom became a new member and chose to present a proposal that would be reviewed by the Panel
instead of going abead with ils own fishery. The Delegate noted his appreciation for these actions. He stated that he
believed the United Kingdom understands that the fishery should not be expanded too much., He noted the concern
and disagreement of the United Kingdam with precluding future allocations. However, he did agres that it would be
necessary to impose certain conditions on the developing fishery for small-scale fishermen. The Delegate stated that
if the United Kingdom ¢an accept the amendment Japan had propesed earlier, he could support their proposal.

" 6.2.102 The Delsgate of United States‘_notl:a.d their appreciation of the need not to foreclose the fishery, aithough
at this ime it would seem inappropriate for the fishery to be expanded. He stated that if this ean be agreed to by the
United Kingdom and the other Delegates, the United States will deop its third initiative.

6,8.103 The Delegate of United Kingdom thanked Japan and the United States for their comments and stated that
they are aware of the status of western hluefin tuna and that they would not expest an increase in quota any time
hefore the recovery of the stock.

. 6.a,104 The Delegate of the United States stated his aceeptance of the recommendation. . .

6.2.105 The Chairman stated that'in his opinion a consensus had been reached and that the U.K. should redraft
the proposel to refiect the accepted amendments.

6.5.106 Discussion of the re-draft occurred during the third session of Panel 2, The re-draft, with all of the
amendments was adeptad and referred to the Commission for consideration {(see Annex 4-7).

6.b Northern Albacore

(?.Ib__.ll_. The Chairman asked if there were any qur:ﬁﬁfms on the SCRS repart.

6.1,2 The Delegate of SPam asked that SCRS give 2 breakdown of data by gear type. He noted that there is a
nesd for the data in order to develop appropriate conservation and musagement measures. He did not suppaort the
listing of some gears in the "others™ category as the term is uneleac, He stated that when the cateh reaches significant

levels, data by gear type is really important,

6.5.3 The Delegate of Portugal agreed with Spain and stated that this information was necessary for this ﬁéhery
and all others.

6,14 The Delegate of France had no objeclions to the propossl. He noted that there have been changes in the
French fleet, specifically that vessels could have more than one gear type.
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. 6.b,3 The Chairman reiterated the. need for a breakdown, by, gear BYPBir tps ot . 0 et

6 h 6 The Delegnte nf Spnm 5tated the damugmg effwt dnflnets havr: uu. a]bdcort: s!cu..ks and aske;:l fcu' a han nf
this gear. The Dalegate further stated that he did.not find it 3 cum(:ldeq::f: that the albacore catch levels in the late
1980s to ea.rly 1990s decreased with the use of this pesr type. He stressed the damage done by this gear is serious.

6. b 7 The Delegate of Frdnce exp]amed that France has fmzen the number of vessels a]luwed m tl:.e ﬁahury, with
the establishment of un unprecedented monitoring level. The end of 1995 French drifmat catch would reach 3,200 MT,
while the catch level was 4,000 MT for 1994. Hence,: ithere would be a 30% decrease in 1997 ag cumpam.l to o 1994,

i. 1

6.b.8 The Delegate af the United Kingdom stated he agreed with France and not with S]JEill'.l.

a 6 b, 9 The Delegate of Spam nsked the U.K. hnw it staods W1th regard io the hreakdn“m requesled on dal;.‘,!.
aceardlngrtn gear type - . R N I

iR k - . i : . . T e - .o .
o . . N Lo

7. Reseurch

7.1 The Papel was referred to Item 9 of the Commission Plenary session.

8 Date and place of next Panel meetmg

L

8.1 The next meeting of Panel 2 w111 be held at the same time and same pIace as the next (’.'.'ommlssmq Mectmg
in 1996, :

9, Other 1lems

-9, 1 Nn other items were discussed.
10 Election of Panel Chau'm:m

- 101 The Delcgats uf Japan stated 1t was hts hcmnr to propose that the Delepate of Momccu a.antmue to be
Chairman of the Panel. The Delegates from Cenada, France, United States and Spain all seconded this praposa]
Morpeco was mmmmausiy re-glected Chuirman of Panel 2.

e

10,2 The Chairman qtnted that he felt complctely hunorad and wauld try his utmost to meet the Panei's
expecttions, S o S

‘11, Adopticn of Repurt

* 11.1 The Reporl was ndopted by the Panel ancl fom'nrded to the Comm.'.ssmn fcr ﬁna[ s.ppruvai The Panel alsa
adopted the Resolution for Atfantic Bluefin tuna Recovery Programs {Anmex 4-4), the Recommendation for
Supplemental Manegement Measures for Eastern Atlantic Bluefin Tuna (Annex 4-5), and the Recommendation for
Quota Exemption for Small-Scale Domestic Fisheries in the Western Atlantic {(Annex 4—7), which were alsa forwarded
to the Commission for final approval. .~ - . o o L e e et

;.12 Ad;numment C e :
AT S T )

12, l The 1995 meetmg cf Ps,m,l 2 was adjoumed
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PAHEL 3

Report of the Meeting of Panel 3

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting of Panel 3 was opened by the Panel Chairman, Mr R. Stone (United States), who welcomed
the Panel members. The Chairman explained that he was chairng this session since Mr. L. Weddig, who kad chaired
the Panel for many years, no longer on the U.S. delegation. The Chairman noted that the Panel wozld have fo elect
a new Chairman duriag this meeting.

2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The Agenda was udopted without any changes, and is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex §-3.

3. Nominatien ol Rapporteay

3.1 Mr. A. Penney (South Afriea} offered to act as rapporteur for the meeting of Panel 3.

4. Review of Panel membership

4.1 There are currently four members of Panet 3: Japan, South Africa, Spain nnd the United States.

4..?. The Deiegate of Knrea, atténding the Pane] meeting as as observer, noted that Korea is 1 member of Panels
1, 2 and 4, and had served as a member of Panel 3 from 1973 1o 1983. He explained that Korza had an interest in
many, funa species, including those discussed in Panel 3, and was therefore considering re-joining the Panel in the
near future. The Chairman thanked Korea for their interest and expressed the hope that ail other countries interested
in southern temperate tunas would consider participating in the activities of Panel 3.

5. Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

S.1 It was noted that the 1995 SCRS Repart had been presented in detail by the Chairman of the SCRS, Dr. Z.
Suzuki, under Agenda Item 9 of the Commission Mesting,

5.2 The Chairman asked whether Panel members had any guestions to address to Pr. Suzuki an the contents of
the SCRS Report concerning southern bluefin tuaa or southern afbacore. Panel members had no questions.
6. Mensures for the conservation of stacks
6.a Sauthern Bluefin Tuna

6.2.1 The Panel recognised that southern bluefin tuns was principally being managed hy the recently established
Convention for the Conservation of Southern Bluefin Tuna {CCSBT). The Panel members made no further
recommendations on the mapagement of this species.
6.b Southern Albacore

6.5,1 The Delepate of South Africa presented a statement (attached as Appendix 7 to Anpex 6-3) requesting

all participants in the fishery for southern albacors to make every effort to implement and enforce the 1994
Recommendation for a limit on catches of southern albacore from 1995 anwards (sec Ammex 2 to the 1994
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Comidission Proceedings).

6.b.2 The Chair thanked South Africa for the valuable observations in their statement, and asked if there were
any further comments on mazagement of southemn albacore. There were no further proposals concerning the
management of southern albacors.

7. Research

7.1 The Chairman asked Dr. Suzuki to comment on SCRS recommendaticas concerning research on the species,
af concern to Panel 3. Dr. Suzuki noted that no stock assessment had beon conducted for southern albacore at the
1995 SCRS meeting. However, a recammendation had been made by the Albacore. Specms Group to conduct a
dt:talle.d stock assessment on albacure durmg 1996 : .

7.2 Althuugh this hd:-. yut to be conﬁrmad it was noted Lhnt Taiwan had m\nted the A]bacore Species Grnup to
hold this meeting in Taiwan. Dr. Suzuki expressed that this would be an ideal venua for the meeting, as the southern
albacore respurce appears to be over-exploited, and Taiwan was an important pariicipant in this fishery.

8. Date and place of next Panel meeting x U : S

8.1 The Panel agreed to hold its next meeting during the 1996 Commission mesting.

9, Other Matters - T

9.1 No other matters were discussed.

10. Election of Panel Chairman

10,1 The Chairman noted that the Penel needed -to elect a new Chalrman and asked Panel members to make
propuaalb for ca.nchdatas for .the Chair.

1G:2 The Dalegate. of Spain proposéd that the 1.5, contimus to Chair Pa.uel 3. This pruposa.l was, sacqnded by
South Africa. The Chairman noted that he personally would be retiring at the end of the year, However, be gsbl;ru_l
the Panel that the 11.8, would be plensed to provide a Chnirman for this Panel, and he thanked the Pane! members
for their support.
11. Adoption of Report
_ 11.1 The draft Report of Papel 3 was reviewed during the Panel's second session. There were no propﬁsed
chapges to the report, which was thercfore adopted, - o : :
12. Adjournment

12.]1 The 1995 mseting of Panel 3 was adjourned after adoption of the report.



PANEL &

Report of the Meeling of Panel 4

1. Opening

1.1 The meeting of Panel 4 was opened by Mr, 1. Nomura {Japan}, Chairman of the Panel.

2. Adoption of the Agenda

2.1 The Panel reviewed and adopted the Agenda, which is attached as Appendix 1 to Annex 6-3.

3. Election of Rapporteur

3.1 Dr. R. Lent (United States) was designated Rapportaur.,

4. Review of Punel Membership . i

4.1 Panel 4 is currently comprised of 10 members: Angola, Brazil, Canada, France, Japan, Portugal, Republic
of Korea, Spain, United States, and Venezuela,

4.2 The United ¥inpdom, on behaif of the Government of Bermuda, confimmed its interest in becoming a
member of Parel 4. The Chair officially admitted the United Kingdom as a member of Panel 4.

5, Report of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

5.1 The Chairman annoueced that since Dr. Z. Suzuki, Chairman of the SCRS, tad already made a complete
presentation of the SCRS Report at the Plenary Sessian of the Commission, the discussion of this Agenda itetn should
be limited 0 questions to Dr, Suzuki for purposes of clarification.

5.2 The Delegate of Canada asked what the level of replacement yield of the north Atlantis stock would be in
1997 if catches were maintained at 1996 quota levels, Dr. Suznki answered that the rcp[acement yleld prelnm.uaniy
estimated for 1997 would be about 8,000 MT.

R

6. Measores for the Conservation of Stacks
6.a Bigéye Tuna

6.4.1 The Delegate of Japan stated that his country was very concerned about the rapid increase in bigeye funa
catch in recent years. He pointed out the npward trend in catches lo levels exceeding MSY, with a total cateh in 1994
of over 118,000 MT. The Delegate of Japan stated that the rapid growth in landings stems from the increass of purse
seine fishing since 1990 and the dramatic increase of Taiwanese longlive fisheries. He alsp indicated that purse
seiners catch much smaller fishes than longline fisheries, partly due to the use of drifting artificial Fish Aggregating
Devices (FADs), and emphasized that about 65% of the total number of bigeye tuna caught in 1994 were less than
the minimum size of 3.2 kg set by the ICCAT Recommendation. The Delepate of Japan stated that the percentage

. wauld be much higher for purse seine fisheries alone, FADs have an adverse impact in terms of yield per recruit and

on spawning potential. The Delegaie of Japan suggested that purse seine fisheries shauld be reguiated by certain
manegement measures, including a closed season and closed areas, and a hmit on the use of FADs in purse seine

. fisheries. He also requested thut the SCRS study tie impact of high catches by purse seine fisheries or bigeye tuna
and other tunas, and the species compasition of catch, The Delsgate of Japan also requested that purse seine fisheries

contribuie 1o slleviating the curcent resonrce problems by redusing catch to half the current Jevel, which could he
sccomplished by complying strietly with the minimum size limitation, He further expressed his grave concern about
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the dramatic increase of Tuiwan's bipeye tuna catch and indiested its support for the initiative which the U.S. had
taken in the PWG in addressing the bigeye funa fishery, and also other tuna fisheries, of Taiwan, The sfatement by
Japan is attached as Appendix 8 to Amnex 6-3.

6,8.2 The Delegate of Spain indicated that he shared the concemn of the Delegate of Japen, and he was quite
alarmed by the sharp imcreese in the catch level of the longliners. He pointed out that the SCRS, in its Report,
expressed its concern not anly as regards the mortality of immature fish, but also ag regards the increase of close
to 20% in the longline catches. Regarding the catch of small fish, he pointed out that there was a similar situation,
since it seems to be & consequence of a change in fAshing strategy snd the utilization of artificisl floating objects. He
considered it necessary that an exhaustive observation program be set up, whase objective would be to determine the
impaet of artificis] flotsam on juveniles and to provide a relizble scientific base for an eventug] regulation of the use
of these artificial ohjects, and, if necessary, their prohihition over the medium term. With the proposal he believed
that the concerns of Japan aq regards juvenile mortality associated with fishing using artificial objects would diminish.
The Delegate of Spain pointed out thdt the SCRS recommendstion to maintain catches below MSY, would affect
everyone, and should therefore be taken into account in seeking solutions to the problems relating to this Hshery. The
statement by Spain is attached as Appendix 10 to Annex 6-3.

6.0.3 The Delegate of the United States supported the statements by Japan and Spain, and asked whether Japan
ked a specific proposal, resalution, or recommendatior to offer in this regard. ‘The United States was interested in
studying such a proposal with a possible view to supporting it.

6.u.4 The Delegate of Portugal also supported Japan snd Spain. S

6.1.5 The Delegate of Frunce generally supported the points raised by the Spanish delegation. He stated that this
was # very complex problem that had been raised many times, notably that of a multi-species fishery. The Delegate
of France noted that flotsam hed increased juvenile catches; however, the SCRS Repart also showed shifts in fishing
arsas. The Delegate of France asked whether there wes any relation between the shift in' fishing areas and the catch
of juveniles. He emphasized the need to continue ressarch in this ares, and to gupport the recommendations which
appeared in paragraph YFT-6 of the SCRS Report. The Delegate of France also noted these movements do not seem
to have crused considerable changes in catch rates Df juvenile yallowﬁn tuna.

6.4.6 The Delepate of I 2pan responded to the quesuon by the U:uted States by mdlcaung that thuy wm:ld draft
a restlution and clrculutn i,

6.2.7 The Delegate of Japan proposed the Resclution on Bigeye Tuna (attached as Appendlx 9 tﬂ Annex 6-3)

He presented an overview of the trends in flest effort and tandings of bigeye tuna in the world. In the TATTC ares,
Jupan estabilished s iongline-operation for bigeye tuna! After that, Korean and Taiwan joined this fishery and placed
pressure on bigeye tuna stocks, On the other hand, under strong pressure’ by the dolphin safe movement, purse
semers changed their target from a dolphin-related one to schools associated with log and FADs, which resulted in
the great increase in their landinps of juvenile bipeye and yellowfin tunas. Under those circumstances, the decline
in the bigaye stocks will continue, Many longliners operating in the JATTC area have shifted their operations to the
Atlantic for bipeye. Another important history in the world tuna fisheries was the shift from the Atlantic to the Indian
Ocean of the aperations of French and Spanish purss ssivers fishing for yellowfin and skipjack tunes. These pusse
seiners mainly target schools associated with FADs or other floating objects and catch # considerable amount of
juveniles, The Taiwsnese longliners replaced Japancse operations nod contlinued the loppline fishery in the Todian
Qcean for yellowfin tuna, but their-operations -in these fishing prounds bave recently. heen discontinued becsuse of
the decline in the stocks. The Taiwanese fishery might have been shifting its aperations from the Indian Ocsan to
the Atlantic Ocean for higeys tma. At the same time, part of the Frenoch and Spanish purse seiners have come back
from ths [ndian Ocean to the Atlantic Ocean, These phenomens 2re closely related to the juvenile cateh of the purse
seine fishery. The Delegate of Japan emphasized that we should not repeat such an illogical and irratiopal utilization
of the stocks in the Atlantic Ocean. He noted again the high catch of juvenile bigeye tuna associated with the Spanish
and French purse seiners operating with FADs, The Delegate of Jupsn noted his coneern that in the near future, there
will be no higeye tuna operations in the Atlantic. Finally, he noted the difficult situation of Teiwin in the international
community, which resulted in his Taiwanese colleagues bsing very isolated. He stated that we should givs them some
status in the world fishing communities so that they can then recognize their responsibilitias. As Taiwan was leading
‘§n longlide catches in the Atlauuc, he strongly urged Taiwan to shage the mauagement respnns:bmty in the Atla.nt:c
Oseun :
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6.4.8. The Dulegste of Japan presented the redrafted the Resolution on Bigeye Tuna, which incorporated an
smendment to paragraph 2. He noted that the messures could include time/aren clasures, limits on the use of FADs,
and limitation of catch. Regarding the second paragraph, the Delegate from Japan noted that the Commission hed
already asked SCRS to investigate the impact of FADs, and this year would further ask SCRS to provide an
evaluation, not theary, on the impact of the use of FADs. Regasding paragraph 3, The Delegate of JTapan chserved
that he had Jearned from the SCRS report that 65 % by number and 50% by weight are undersized fish. He indicated
that if the minimum sizs re.commenddhuns for bigeye tuna were strictly followed, the purse seine catch could be
reduced substantally.

6.0.9 The Delegate of Spuin indicated his counlry®s concern about the subject of juveniles, and also expressed
their shared concemn for the marked increase in longline catches. Regarding juveniles, he indicated a willingness to
£arTy oul an obyervation campaipn directed tewards considering the impact of FADs, with the aim of estublishing
specific measures for the use of these devices.

&6.1.10 The Delegate of France reiterated that it would be important to study the effects of considerable shifts
in ﬁshmg zones on the catch of juvenile fish. Regarding the Resolution presented by Japan, he indicatad it presented
Some : aspects that were difficult to accept, as exprossed by the Spm:ush spaakar, and tha.t he was willing to work with
Japan to find more acceptable wording.

f.a.11 The Delegate of he Utidted States thanked the Detepates of lapan for their Resolution, particularly sinice
the SCRS report had emphasized problems in {his fishery resulting from the increase in catch of small fish, as well
as the overall increase in catch levels.

6i.8.12 The Observer of Taiwan stated that while s’uj:if.tur'ti.ng the Resolution presented by Japan concerning purse
seiners, he disagreed with the statement by Japan regarding Taiwan's fishery, He cited landing figures nnd mdicated
thdt the incresse in catch has been contributed (o by severzl countries, including Contracting Parties and non-
Contracting Parties. The Delegate expressed ‘that since thére is no managemert recommendation currently in effect,
with the exception of the 3,2 kg minimum size limit, any emount of catch of blgeye greater than 3.2 kg in size does
not copgtitute 2 violation of ICCAT's current’ managem&'nt measure. :

"6.8.13 The Delegate of Canada expressed support for the resolution put forth by Japan. Cenada felt strongly
abdtt the fact that 65% of the total fish canght in 1994 was below minimum size. The Delegate of Cannda stated that
this was a serious situation which must be addressed, and the proposal moved in that direction. Because. thc SCRS
recommended that catch levels be reduced below MSY, Canada supported t.h.e pmposal P :

" 6.a.14 The Delegate of France stated his concern over the SCRS findings, and expressed interest in participuting
in the elaboration of & Resolution that would be zeceptable to all parties. He noted, however, that while purse seiners
are the focus of muny concerns, in fact their landings are less important than those of longliners, even those of
Japenese vessels, He also noted that while higeye is the major concern, this is a multi-specics fishery, and any
recommendations arising from fature research and management discussions should take this into account.

6.8.15 The Delegate of Partugal supported the proposal by Japan. They wished to recall the SCRS document
which indicated that since 1993, the total bigeye tuna catch kad substantially excesded all current MSY estimates,
He also noted that the level of fishing in 1994 would reduce populationisizes to a level whick would not support
MS5Y, as well as reducing the catch in the near future due to over-fishing. The Delegate of Portugal atso noted that
the problem related both to size and ta over-fishing in general. .

6.a.16 In response ta a question from the Delegate of France, Dr. Suzuki, Chairman of the SCRS, indicated that
there is, on avarage, 65 % of juveniles under 3.2 kg. The SCRS Chairman identified three categories of bigeye tuna
fisharies: (1) The longline {target), fishery; (2) The baitboat (target and by-catch) fisheries, of which there are two
types: (n) temperate or subtropical fisherics conducted by Portugal and partly by Spain, and (b) tropicsl waters by

‘Ghana and some other countries; and (3) Purse seining in tropical waters. The largest bigeye tuaas are taken by
longliners; at s average of about 45 kg. The average size of bigeye tuna taken by temperate baithoats ig about 25-30
kg, while higeye taken by tropical purse seiners averaged around 5 kg. Thus, the SCRS chairman noted that most
"of the catch of undersized bigeye hune comes from purse seine and tropical baitboat fisheries, while no fish smaller
than 3.2 kg are taken by longliners, and the average size of fish for the majority of the catch is considerably larger.
Regarding the second question to SCRS concerning the mutti-species nature of the pusse seine fishary, Dr. Snzuki
“indicated thres species taken by purse seiners in the tropical waters: yellowfin and skipjack tunas are target species
for this fishery, while bigeye wunas are incidentally caught. The increase in catch of undersized bigeye tona is
associated with skipjack fisheries, und not directly related to yellowfin tuna. The SCRS Chairman noted that skipjack
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catches alsa'increased quite significantly with the use of FADs. He concluded by indicating that bigeye tund'aré’ over=
fished, yellowfin tuna stocks are close to or at the MSY level, while skipjzek still appedrs to be ninderately exploited,

£.1.17 The Chairman summarized the preceding discussion by noting that some countries did not sccept the
Resolution propesed by Japan, while others supported it, focusing on the juvenile fish issue. The Chairman also took”
note of the interest on the part of Spain and France in working with J apan in 4 smaller group in an effort to davclnp
an acoeptable wording. The Chairman invited other countries to juin in these efforts.

6.a.18 The Delegate of France stated that he could not support the Resolution propased by Japan as it was
currently drafted, since the SCRS Report emphasized that total catch exceeded MSY due to rapid increases in the
catch of purse séiiiers and longliners. The Delegate of Frunce noted that only in the last sentence of the section did
the SCRS Report indicate that the decrease in the total landings shonld be accompamnied by a decrsase 1o Juvenile
catches, The Delegate of Frd.nw thus emphasized that the Resuluhnn proposed by Japan only takes into account one
of these two' Lssues

6.2.1% The Chairmean indicated that further discussion of the Resointion would he left for the smeller, informal ’
group.

. 6.a.20 The Delegate of Japan suggested that Taiwan, while not a2 member of Panel 4, should bs permitied to
pérticipate in this discussion. The Chairman indicated that, concerning bigeye, Taiwan should parlicipate in the
smaller, informal discussion group with the other countries. Taiwan agreed to this suggestion, as did the other
ceuntrieg

6.8.21 The Delegate of Spain presented a statement on bigeye tuna {(see Appendix 10 to Annex 6-3) and also-
an zlternative Resolution to that which the Jupepese Delegation had presented on bigeye funa the latter mcludmg
mud:ﬁcanons 5o that all the e]ements nf the SCRS recommendation would be takun iata account. * d

6.1.22 The Delegate of France stated that it supported the draft Resolution submitted by Spain.

' 6.4.23 The De]agate of Tupan indicated that he felt there was & mare urgent necd for & reduction in purse seine
catch of bigeye hma than that which was indicated in this version presented by Spain, however in order to reach an
agresment, Japan pave its support {0 this version. Ihe Resolution was adoepted and forwarded to the Cum:mssmn for
its consideration (Annex 4-8), :

6.a.24 The Dalegate of Spain expressed concern that the SCRS recommendations were different in the distinct
lanpuape versions and requested, sinee this indication was not made in previous interventions, that the SCRS-

Chairman confirm that the recommendations did not refer to specific years, but to-maintaining the catch levels heIow
MSY. RN

6.8,25 The Chairman of the SCRS, Dr. Suzuki, pnmte.d out that in the English version there was no rafcrenc:e
to &n interval of years, but only to maintaining catch at levels below MSY.

6.a.26 The Delegate of Spain, afier the confirmation by the SCRS Chairman that there wers no referencs years
in the recommendation, madified its statement on bigeye tuna, which now read "reduce the total catch to 'helclw
MS3Y". There was fisll agreement on this modification.

6. Swordfish ' ' -

6.1.1 The Assistant Executive Secretary, Dr, Miyake, distributed a table of revised swordfish landings statistics.
The ICCAT Secretariat admitted that there was an error in the previous table, and that the catch statistics for the-
south Atlantic for Spain for 1993 were ineorrect. Dr, Miyake apoiogized for the error. He explained the policy of
SCRS regurding data cotrections. The table attached to the Report reflected data which the SCRS bad analyzed. There
had been some updating of the catch data, but thase. were not included in the table ax they were not the statistics used"
in’ lhe stock assessment.

" 6.5.2 The Delegate of Canada iutroduced a statement in support of the proposed Canadian Recnmmendat:on oi1
Swurc[ﬁsh (both of which are attached). See Appendxx 11 and Appendix 12 to Annex 6-3.) '
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6.b,3 'The Delegate of Spain expressed concern regarding this proposal, particularly as it ssemed to indicate that
" nao specifie measures were taken to ¢omply with swordfish conservation recommendations, although two Contracting
Parties (Spain and the United States) had reduced their landings by 37%, reduction far superior than the 15%
* igstablished in the Recommendation. Precisely because of the incompliance of the Recommendation by other
Contracting Parties, as indicated in the 1094 SCRS Report, the swordfish stock has not henefitted from these
reductions and, s a result, that same year other solutions had to be sought, such as adopting a new Resolution which
"'mcluded ':.uch measures o5 the establishment of TACs,

6.b.4 The Delegate of France reiterated that his conntry had no interest in this fishery, but asked about the nature
of the stock, as for so many years the stock assessments have shown declining stocks, the level of catches ssemed
to indicate that this resource was swprisingly resistant, Ha also took note of the wide range of variations for the MSY
‘estimate, from 5,000 MT to 16,000 MT.

6.b.5 The Delegate of the United States indicaied that his country's concern for this fishery is so deep that he
bad calied a special meeting of the countries interested in this fishery. He also indicated that the management of the
swordfish stock is a case study in how things go wrong in ICCAT. The Delegate of the United States indicated thal
" problems arose when conservation and sacrifices were impased on the fishermen in the United States, while other
‘sountries took that opportunity to increass théir catches, behavior that undermines the effectivenass of ICCAT actions.

The Delegate of the United States steted that Panel 4 countries must werk together in a coaperative spirit with all
countries, and share the burden of conservation. He indicated that the U_S. fishermen weré now experiencing the
first closure of their fishery, and that during this time, consumer demand was cuntinuirig,‘-'supblied ino meny ¢ases
by imports from countries that ure non-Ceotructing Parties not respecting ICCAT censervation requirements. He
added that the proposal by Caoada could be a step towards such cooperation but felt that the timing was not
appropriate, The Delegate of the United States indicated the need to first resolve the equity problem, which had not
“been adequately addressed at the 1994 meeting due to the urgent need to concentrate oo the reduction in total
landings. The Delegate of the United States thus emphasized the need for the negotiation of allocations based on
historical shares. He noled (hat another issue which needed 1o be sddressed was the control of non-Contracting Parties
fishery operations, as had becn addressed 1o the PWG by adding swordfish to the trade measures portfolia, The
Delegate of the United States also noted the need for & recovery plan from SCRS. Thus, he suggested & rational plun
to develop these various components over the next year, and the establishment of a TAC for major and minar fishing
countries as well as non-Contracting Parties.

'6.5.6 Dr. Suzuki addressed the question of the Delegate from France by noting that despite the very pessimistic
projection by SCRS, the catch of swordfish had been maiotained by increasing fishing mortality, although there was
some decrease in the catch of smaller fish dus to the introductior of the minimum size regulation. :

6.h.7 The Chrirman concluded that there was no support for the Canadian proposzl, at this time, but that it could
be considered in the future after other steps had heen taken. There was no further discussion on this proposal.

6.b.8 The Delegate of Spain indicated Spain's Sllll:lpﬂl't for the U.5. suggestion to discuss the allocation issue.

6,0.9 The Delegate of Canada appreciated the commenls made by Spain and the Uniled States on the proposal
put forth by Canada, and agreed that there was a need to address the long-term sharing agreement. He said that he
would not repeat the arguments of recent years concerning the proposals made in 1990 or 1991, ug that discussion
héd best held many times before. The Delegate of Canada expressed continued concern that while shares were being
negotiated, and while the problem of small fish was bemg negotiated, the stocks would continue toa decline batween
oW and next year,

6.6.10 The Delegate of the United States offered fwo additional proposals regerding swordfish. The first was
2 resphition the 8CRS to develop a set of options for a recovery program, while the second was a proposal. to
consider a recommendaticn addressing the issue of minimum size, the latter emanating from the U, 8. position as a
major importer of swordfish. The Delegate of the United States indicated that this measure would enabla the United
States to prohibit the sale in the United States of undersized fish.

6.h.11 The Delegate of Jupan supgested that since the Panel 4 members had had little time to read or diseuss
the fwo proposals from the United States, that some time must be provided to review them.

6.b.12 The Delegate of the Uniteﬁ'd States appreciated that delegations would need to study these'pruposa'ls more’

carsfully, and that a number of countries wished to conduct smaller-group negotiations regarding the long-term
allpcation issues.
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6.b.13 The Delegate of Canada agreed to meet in a' b"maller grbup regarding the two proposals and the lonpg-term

+allocation. He thought that agreement conld be reached on the two specific proposals before the end of the mesting.

He boped that l.he. long term nllocation could be agreed by 1996, but that nevertheless it was important- to initiate
discussions now. .

6 b.14 Regardiug the U.8. proposal far & resclution to establish a recovery program for swordfish, the Delegate
of Spain confirmed that following discussions in the smaller group, the document had been modlﬁed Fcllnwmg
dlstnbunou of the delhEd documesnt, the floor was opened for discussion. :

6.b.15 The Chaisman recommended that Pasel 4 adopt the U. 8, prupclsal for a resoluticn for a recovery program

: + for swordfish, and the proposal was adopted and forwarded to the Commission for its consideration (see Anmex 4-9),

6.b.16 The Delegate of Japan responded to the U.8. proposal regarding undersized swordfish, noting that it

“would atlow any Contracting Party to choose sither the present Recommendatior with tolerance, or the' modified

Recommendation with no tolerance, Were Japan to select the original Recommendation, while other countries chose

«.the no tolsrance’ ultamntwa, Japan could legaily land the small fish, but could not sell them in the countries which
* had gelected n¢ tolerance. Nevertheless Tapan indicated its willingoess o continue discussions on this maiter in the

: small group meeting.

- 6:b.17 The Delegate of the United States mdlcated that :hey would cnntmue. to Wnrk wnh Japan and other

~-countries in the smaltec group. He alse noted t]mt the measurement would be taken from the tip of the lower j }nw Lo

“the fork of the tail ami appropriate equwa]ent size measuremenis, 45 Necessary. L Co .

'ccnsideration (sez Annex 4-10). - L e

- 6.b. 18 The Delegate of Spain wished to confirm whether this proposal could include a suggestion made by Spain
to ensure that the Contracting Party that opted fnr this system would put forth measures in order. to monitor discands,
ta be nsed in SCRS analyses. N . I Coow

6.b.19 The Chairman noted that this proposal would continue to be chs::ussad in n smaller groups, and that thesa
dxscussmns meld mc]udu the de]egatmns of Japan and Spain.

6.h.20 The Delegate of the United States explained the revised version of the proposed undersized swordfish
recommendation. The two changes made were: [I) clarification of the measurement method and (2) reccrd~keepmg

for cllscards Dlscussmn then npened og the new versmn of the swordfish minimum size propossl i

6.b.21 The Delegate of Cenada supported the recommendation as amended by the United Stntcs and as explained

by the U.8. Dc:lc:gate., and noted that these changes had been discussed and agreed to by the Canadian delegatiun.

6.b.22 The Delegate 6f Spain thanked the United States for making the :hanges which Spnm had requested and
also indicated his support for this rawsed draﬂ recommendation,

6.b.23 The Chairman declared the draft recommendation adepted and forwarded to the Commission for ity

r

6.b.24 Regarding the long-term allocation, the Delegate of Canada uotu;l that there had been dlscussmns, but
no fom:l.u.l agreement had yet been reached, hence the discussions would contimue, ! ;

6 b. '?5 The De[egate of the United Sates agreed with Canada’s summary of the situation. However, he indicated
that the United States did not which to withdraw the propasel, even if' agresment could not hg, reached, -
G.b.26 The  Delegate of Spain supported the U.S. delegation, and stressed the importance of reaching mi
agreemant this year on the long-term allocation scheme., He pointed out that considerable affort would need to be
m.ade m ‘prder to reach agreament during this session. : vl

h 27 The Chairman indicated that a draft recommendation bad been circolated regarding a long-term allocation

scheme for Atlantic swordfish, and the floor was opened to discession on this proposal. .

. L
6.5.28 The Delegate of Canade indicated that this agreemenl was 4 result of long and difficult m:gotlatlans on

how to divide the north Adantic swordfish quota starting in 1997, He alsc noted the addition of a policy for

addressing overapes and underages, which was set on a three-year basis for all countries except J apan, which was

set ona ﬁve-yaar basis. : . ™
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6.b.28 The Chairman thanked ali countries who had made great efforts to reach a consensus.

G.b.30 The Delepate of Japan suid that they had been very reluctant to discuss this issue, particularly given the
fact that the Japanese catch swordfish as a by-catch in the bigeye tuna fishery. He noted the high proportion held by
_the four biggest countries, but added thui, in the spirit of cooperation, Japan hgreed to this solution. He also

ﬂlamphasmed the five-year overape/underage policy for Japan, which reflects the particulur natura of their by-catch
fishery. The Chairman (speaking as a Delegate) noted the Japanese concession in moving from 8%, by-caich
regulation, to a cap,

.., 6.5.31 The Delegate of Korea noted that the allocation of swordfish allowed 94 % for the major countries, and
ounly 6% for a total of 17 other conntries, and proposed that ather countries should have at least 10%.

. 6.h.32 The Delsgate of the United States exprossed his appreciation for the very long aud difficult discussions

.in the small group meetings. He noted this:was a very difficuit issue and that be 'did not expect to achieve this

historical result an a major accomplishment for [CCAT, The Delegate of the United States sxpressed his appreciation
for the delepates of Japan in secepting the cap and quota applieable to Japun,

6.b.33 The Delegate of Spain noted that as for the other speakers, he believed that a historical result had bean
achieved, after very intense and difficult negotiations, and that it was possible because responsibility and pragmatism
prevailed. He thaniced Japan for their efforts.

6.b.34 The Delegate of Brazil stated. that although they did not fish in the north Atlantic, they were concerned

aboul the lack of a provision for countries to enter the fishery. Thus, he suggested a-changs of wording, from

"extending indefinitely? o “revise regularly to accommedate other countries.” The Delegate of Brazil also echoed
Koarea’s concern. - ., ... -

6.b.35 The Chairman nated that intensive and arduous discussions on this issue had been initiated several days
prior ta the beginning of the Pane] 4 meeting, and that it would be very difficult to imagine revising this document,
if we were serious about presenting a text which would not be objected o by a major fishing nation, He noted the
statements by the two nations' that were displeased with the proposed recommendztion, but swid that they had an
opportunity to participate in the smaller group discussions. He said that he preferred, as Chairman, to conclnde the
discussion on this issue, at least at the level of Panel 4 of this year's session, rather than delay any decision. The
Chairmen also noted that he did not want ta make a deciston by vote, and preferred that the Recommendation could
he forwarded to the Commission while noting the reservatlons of the two nations.

6.b.36 The Delegate of the United States said that the Chairman had spnken very wisely, and that it would be
very problematic if agreement was not reached] at this time, He pointaed out te Korea and Brazil, that if the reference
year was considered, the share for "Others" in that year was 6.37%. Reductions have been taken since that lime by
the major fishing nations, so the limititions on Others is not nufmr gwen the circumstances. .

6.5.37 The Delegate of Spam noted that he wanted to echo the United States as well as the recommendation of
the Chajrman. He poted that this text would go on record in the prﬂceedmgs, and would elso contain the remarks
mate by the delegations,

6.b,38 The Delegste of the United Kingdom, wl:ule reslizing that swordfish stocks were under tremendous
pressure and that traditiondl vsers have reduced their cateh, asked the small working group to explain to the others
how the relative percentage allotments were determined. He expressed concems similar to those of Brazil, end for
small island states.

6.b.39 The Delogate of the United States noted that the quotas applicable in 1996 were regarded 88 emergency
allocations, in the sense that there was little time to consider this issue. He stated that adjustments to the sheres
should reflect the collective views of the countries invelved in the negotiations as to what is the appmpnate hJElD]‘lDﬂ.l
share of the fshery, based on long and short term kistory, and usmg walghtmg factars,

6.b.40 The Delegate of Japan asked how the catch of other countries would be caleulated and controlled.

. 8.h.41 The Chairman suggested revising the Recommendation as follows: "extznding beynnd 1997 until nthenwse
agreed,” rather than "indefinitely." I‘. o

o
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6.1.42 The Chairman noted that this problem was not new, swce megotiations are wsually initinted by those
covatries who arge actively fishing. He siuted that there ure slatements on'the record indicating that some Lounlnes
'requests are not bemg met, while poting: that nothing would happen if the Panel could nol come to agreement. The
Chmrmﬂn pmpoqed putting this Recommendation forward for ndoption, and that the Commitsion cofild fasthér discuss
'_Lhat issue. He noted that countries that are not ent:rf:ly in agreement w:th thls Rccammcndahan cnulcl raisa Lhé issue

‘. the fnllawmg year. : :

6.1,43 Thu Delegate of the United Kingdom said that be had had very litile time to study the docurment, and in
looking at it again with the Chairman’s, proposed amendment ¢o delete the wurds "extendmb mdeﬁmtely ", the Umied
Kingdem could seeept the proposal.. .

. 6.b.44 The Chairman said that the record would state that this Recommendation did not go- to'thé Corm:mssmn
Tds ensﬂy as others, and the. Recommendation was. Mlopted by Panel 4 and forwnrded to the Cnmmlssmn fur ltb
'con51darat1cm {see Annex 4-11}.. oo : : '

6(: B;’I{ﬁsﬁex )

* 6.c.1 The Delegate of the United States introduced the proposal for bilifish by-catchi release and noted that there
had been considerable correspondence about this proposal which related to catches for scientific purposes of blue and
white marlin and sailfish (Appendix 13 to Annex §-3). The revised proposal called for a 12-year scientific program
to address the release of live billfish taken in the Convention Area by longline fisheries. The Delegate of the Unsted
States noted that billfish are overexploited, according to the SCRS. He emphasized the importance of this recredtional
ﬁshety to the United States, with an economiic impact of aver $15 billion, and that billfish arz also impertant to other
countries. The Delegate of the United States noted that longline by-catch has the larga:;t 1mpﬂct on I:hese atncks, but
lhat time/area closures would be dlsru]_:ltwe. to the commercial fishery. oo

6.c.2 The. Delegate of Japan ﬂutecl that his C{}Untry had been contacted earlier hy the Umted States regardinig this
pmposal and that despite efforts on both sides, agreement had not heen reached. The Japanese longline indusiry
decided. to institnte a cooperative tagging program on a. voluntary basis. The Delegate of Japin stated that his
delegatmn could ‘nat accept the 17,8, draft Resalution in its current form due to the fact that it only referied to thi,
lcmglme ﬁsher}' and hecause the program would be mandatory, which wou]d cause prnblcm.s for enﬁ:lrcemem

6.c.3 The Delegate of Brazil reaffirmed his coumtry’s interest in blllﬁsh caught both recreatmnally and
commercially in Brazil, where there is concern over the status of the stocks. His delegation had's6me ‘doubts about
the merits of the proposal however, due to the dependence on fishermen, who might daclars all caughl billfish as’
dead 'I‘here ‘were also doubts about the survival rate of caught and released hillfishes. -

6.c.4 The Df:legate of Spam asked why the prnposal was called a scientific program. He a]so asked about the
fundmg and oh_;ecnves of this program, .and whethar the term "science" is nverused :
" 6.¢.5 The De]egate of Lhe. Umted States noted that because the.se. fish would be tagged, they would provide
scientific information when canght in the future and the tags recoversd.

ﬁ c. 6 Tha De.[egata of the Republm uf Korza said that the proposal would causs dlfﬁc.u!tlcf. for rhe cnmmercml :
hbhermcn, aud a.sked that this proposal be adopted on a voluntary basis. ' ; -

6.c.7 The Delegate of France, stated that he was in favar of this proposal, end asked if it was necessary to
account for the fish released and thase identified as having been caught by the releasing countnes 1n order to bt:
tnken mto nccounr in the eafenlation of the financial contribution to TCCAT. "
" 6.c.8 The Dale.gate of ﬂJB Untted Engdam recalled the SCRS results for billlish, and wélcomed the 1.5, '
proposal for u 12-yeur program. Regurding the voluntary or abligatory neture of the program he haped that countnes
would encourage participation. .

b.c.? T'bgs Dclagdtc of Spnin exprassed sympathy with the explanation of the importance of this propoqal and
with the concern expressed by Japan regarding the compulsory mature of the program, which could result in financial -
losses, He also noted that some fish may have s much higher recreational value ihan (ke murket value, Finally, he
sugpested cresling financial incentives for tag recovery, which is a scheme that has worked in other cases.
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6.6¢.10 The Delegate of Portugal noted the concern about the stocks and the need for conservation measures, the
hurden of which would be shared between commercial and recreational fishermen. He considered the use af ecanomic
incentives could be a viable option,

6.c.11 The Assistant Executive Secretary, Dr. Miyake, asked about the relation bebween this scientific program
and the current billfish research program.

6.c.12 The representative of Taiwan agreed with Japan that the program be conducted on a voluntary basis.

6.c.13 In response to the guestion from Dr, Miyake, the Delegale of the United States sluled thal this effort
would be incorporated mnlo the existing billfish program. The Delegate of the United States also noted that the main
problem was the over-exploitation of these stocks, and that the impaet of commercial fishing on recreational fishing
should he taken into account, as well as vice versa. He also argued that since there were no recommendations made
regarding this species by ICCAT, no country appeared to he willing to tzke management action, of which one option
was releasing fish caught incidentally in the longline industry. : - -

6.c.14 The Delepate of Japan nated that his country had long heen providing statistics for the-scientific work
on these species. He stated that the main spawning grounds of these species are in the constal areas, and that thers
may be somse way of carefully selecting times and fishing areas to avoid taking these billfisk. The Delegate of Japan
also considered that if the seientists' report indicated that those stacks were very Endangered then the recreational
fishery itself should be prohibited in the seme selected areas. He also noted the lack of precise scientific Infnmm.hnn
available.

. 6.0.15 The Delegate of the United States responded to Japan's sugpestion regarding the recreationa! fishery by
indicating that the current estimate is that worldwide recrestions] anglers release 80% of all billfish captured, He also
noted that during 20 of the 25 years that ICCAT had been in operation, blue and white marlin have been over-
exploited.

6.¢.16 The Chairman summarized the discussion regarding the U.S. billfish proposel, indicating that while many
countries bad spoken, only one country had supported the United States without reservation. Several countries
supported the proposal on the condition that it wauld operate on a voluntary basis, and others: bad requested
clarification, He suppested that the United States raise the issue at the 1996 meeting, should it so desire.

ﬁ.c..l'.? The Delegate of the Umted Sﬁtes expressed continued concern about the lack of action, and felt that
voluntary programs could be insufficient. As in the case of some other fisheries, the United States helieved it was

necessary to try to find a solution, and indicated a willingness to work with other countries to rcach such =n
agreement. '

6.c.18 The Chairman proposed that the United Staies continue to work with Japan and others, and if they armived
at a working compromise, they could again raise the issue at Panel 4.

6,c.1% The Chairman indicated that the Parties had agreed on a new draft resolution for a scientific program on
billfish, which had been distritmted and the floor was cpened for discussion on this issue.

6.c.20 The Delegate of the United States introduced the revised resolution, which he noted was a sclenhﬁc and
voluntary program, and & significant step 1o address the conservation of this spacles

6.c.21 The Delegate of Japan was very impressed with the cooperative spirit of the United States on this issue,
and stated that since the new Resolution took into account almost all the concerns which Japan had expressed, the
Japansse delegation fully supported the Resolution.

6.c.22 Since there were no other comments, ohjections or reservations on this Resolution, it was adopted and
forwarded to the Commission for approval (see Annex 4-1Z). .

6.4 Atlantic Bonito

6.d.1 There were no matters for discussion em this speeies.
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d.e Other Species

" 6.8.1 There were no issues for discussion on other species,

7. Research - IR
7.1 The Chairman noted that the topic of research had been covered by the SCRS report.
._v'-- ' I.-|- -t . ‘_'.,,.- . . ’ - . - o
8. Date‘and place-of next Panel Meeting
8.1 The next meeting of Panel 4 will be held at the same time and place as the next Commission meeting. . -

e

9."0'ther 'niatlers‘ :
9 1 ND uther matlers were' rmsed
10. Electlun of Pancl Chairman

10.1 The Chidirman raised the issue of the appropristeness of Japanese chairmanship-of Pane! 4, given the great
irite¥est thit T ajan had in many of the specicy dealt with by Panel 4, The Chairman asked the delegates of the member,
countries to consider this issué followed by subsequent discussion prior to laking action. ° :

10.2 The Delegate of France said that he did not question the upprupnateness of the Pa.nel 4 Chairmsn IJ&mg
a Delevate fmm Japan, pa.m::u]grly in the case ef this Chairtnan. . :

10.3 Thc De[cgate of Spam 5]]31'61:1 France's support for the re.—e.lecl:lon .Tnpam as. Chmrman

10.4 The Delegate of Portugal said that his delepation was firmly convinced rhat the-. prc:scnt cha:rmanshlp was
exnclliant anﬂ suppnrtéd ance. 5 mohon ol

‘10.5 The Del:,,;,u.te. of Canadr said that he was pleased to support the pmpnsal made by France wh:ch was alsc
supported by the other countries.

*" 10.6 The Delegate of the Ynited States said that the Chairman had been most fair and most competent, and that
the U.8. Delegation saw no reason for the Chairman lo slop down, and supported France's proposal. :

10.7 The Cheirman stated tat on behalf of Japan, he was bonored by the support of the members of Panel 4.
11, Adoption of Report
11.1 The Report was not adepted due to the need for additional time to prepare translations and to review the

Report. Thus, the Resolutions and Recommendations that were adoplﬁd in Panel 4 were forwarded to the Commission
fuz‘ approval w]nle the Repnrt WAS tn be adopted by postaI vote,”

12, e\d_]uurmnent

12.1 The mesting of Pa.nel was adjoumed

* The Report of Panal 4 was adopted in its entirety, dirough correspomilence, on April 23, 1996,
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Appendix 1 to Annex 63

AGENDA FOR PANELS 1 -4

Panel 1 (Tropical Tunas)’
Panel 2 {Temperate Tunas-North}
Panel 3 (Temperate Tunas-South)

Panel 4 (Other Species)

Opening

Adoption of Agenda

Nomination of Repportenr

Review of Panel membership

Report of the Standing Committes on Research and Statistics [SCRS)
Measures for the conservation of stocks:

A S

Panel 1 Panel 2 " Panel 3 Panel 4

a) Yellowfin a) Bluefin {(North) v - 8) Sguthern bluefin a) Bigeye

b) Skipjack h} Albacore (North) - -+ b) Albacore {(South) * ) Atlantic bonito
¢) Swordfish
d) Billfishes
e} Other species

7 Research

8.  Dale and place of next Panel meating
9.  QOther matters

10.  Eleciion of Pane]l Chairmen

1i.  Adoption of Report

12. Adjournment

Appendix 2 1o Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY CANADA
ON BLUEFIN TUNA IN THE EASTEREN ATLANTIC
{attached to the Report of Panel 2)

Canada listened with intarest to yesterday's SCRS report on the eastern: Atlantic bluefin tuna,

Canada daes not fish this stock hat as a member of [CCAT we are concerned sbiont the organization’s eredibility
when advice end recommendations made- h}r the' SCRS are continualty ignored, for any stock under 1CCAT
management.

T]:n's year the SCRS clearly states that they are pravely concerned about the status of this stock in light of the
yield-per-recriitment analysis and the historically highest catch made in 1994, This should be of concern to all of us.

Tt is particularly distressing to have the SCRS remind us that they have been recommending, since 1974, that the
lavel of mortality he reduced and yet, more that 20 years later, this still has nat heen accomplished.

I would also like to make reference here to the U.N. Conference on Straddiing Fish Stacks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks, Although this pew apreement is not yet signed we should be mindfil of its thrust as many of our
eountrics were actively involved in its negotiation. The preamble to this agreement recalls the commitment to
responsible fisheries. Article 5 calls for the adoption of measures to ensure long-term sustainability and to ensure that
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such meastres are based on the best scientific evidence available and are designed to maintain or restore stocks at
levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield. Those are just a few of the elements of this agresment. And,
I would think that as a respousible multilateral fisheries managemsnt body, ICCAT, as was pointed out yesterday,
should abide by the principles and spirit of the agreement.

Your will recall that at lagt year’s meeting we reached an aprecment on management measures for the eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean that would, hopefully, tead to reductions in mortality. One of these measures was to
reduce catches by 25% over the 1993 or 1594 levals, We now kanow that (here was a 37 % increass in catches in 1994
over the 1993 lavel. Does this mean that 1994 will now becorne thc benchmark on which any fisheries plan will he
bused?

The SCRS also expresses concern about the high eatch of small fish. A minimum size of 6.4 kg, has been in place
since 1975 and continues to be ignored. This, apain, should be of serious concem to all memhers

I know that alI the Parties sitting aroumd this table are serious about cnnsenratmn - 1f we weren 't we wauldn t
be here.

I also understand that most of us do not like to take measnres that mipht severely disrupt our fishermen’s ability
to muke a living.

However, there comes a time when we must put the future health of a stack as aur priority, othérwise there will
be no fish for our fishermen to make a living, Thig is the time for bluefin in the eastern Atlantic. T would urpe those
countries fishing this stock to take careful note of this recent SCRS report and seriously consider improving those
measures agieed to last year so that ICCAT; in this instance, cannot be accused of merely paying lip service to
censervation, but will actmally be practicing it.

Appendix 3 to Annex -6-3

RESOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE U.K.
FOR A QUOTA EXEMPTION FOR DEVELOPING FISHERIES
IN THE WESTERN ATLANTIC
{attached to the Report of Penel 2)

NOTING the current management recommendations for the conservation of western Atlantic blvefin hna as
presented in Paragraph Seven of Document COM-95-26;

AND RECALLING the imuplementation of a strict quols measure far western Atlantic bluefin tups;

RECOGNIZING that Bermuda, as a dependent territory of the United Kingdom, has a developing fishery mth.m
its own Exclusive Economic Zone and that fishery does have an incidental catch of bluefin tima;

-~ THEREFORE it is resolved that an exemption from the quota restrictions adapted for western Atlantic bluefin
tuna be extended 1o include the deveinpmg fishery in the U.K. dependent terntury of Bermuda, in keeping with the
resolution established by ICCAT in 1982, and restated on several ocessions since, that such fisheries of western
Atlantie countries which catch less than 5 0 matnc tennes of bluefin tuna shall not be subject to the lzmltatmns 1mpnsed
b}r current quntas
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Appendix 4 1o Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY SPAIN
ON EAST ATLANTIC BLUEFIN TIINA
(attached to the Report of Panel 2)

With regard to the report on the ICCAT Bluefin Tunz Statistical Dacumant presented by Japan st the first session
_of the Permapent Workmg for ths Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation Measures, the Spanish
“delegation had uccasion to clarify and point out the following:

- ... . The differences betwgen the catches reported by Spain and the sstimates of imports cu].lectcd by Japan
are due to the live walght conversion coefficient applied by Japan to some catepories not included in the
maode] Statistical Document, adopted within the framework of [CCAT,

—  Because of these prul;;iénz;s, the Permanent Werking Group hes sought a solution which incindes the need
for the SCRS to study this matter. -

--  Spain continues te cooperate with all the countries concemed to tmprove the. application of the Statistical
Doecument and assure that the data obtained reflect reality in a true and exact manner.

Appendix 3 1o Armgx 6-3

" RESOLUTION PROPOSED EY THE UNITED STATES . C
FOR A QUOTA EXEMPTTION FOR DEVELQPING
FISHERIES IN THE WESTERN ATLANTIC
{attached to the Report of Pane] 2)

NOTING the current management recommendations for the conservation of western Atlantic bluefin tuma;
RECALLING ths implementation of a strict quota measure for western Atlantic bluefin tuns;

AND RECAILLING the concern of the SCRS at the Commission that western Atlantic bluefin funa is severely
over-Ashed;

RECOGNIZING that Bermuds, as # deperdent territory of the United Xingdom, has 4 small-scale domestic
fishery within its own Exelusive Economic Zone and that fishery does have sn incidental catch of bluefin huna;

THEREFORE, it is resolvid that the domestic fishery in the U.K. dependent te;:ritory of Bermuda be allowed
an incidental cateh of up to two metric tonnes, from within its own Exclusive Economivc Zone, of western Atlantic
bluefin funa during 1996, with the following conditions attachesd:

1. There shall he no directed fishery for bluefin tuna,
2. This incidental catck allowance will be for one yvear only and will be reviewed next year
3. It is not unticipated that this incidentad catch zllowance will be expanded significantly in future years,

IN KEEPING with the lenet of responsible fishing, Bermuda will clum:iy mopitor this ineidental cateh of
bluefin tuna and obtain scientific data on all bluefin landed by its vessals.
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Appendix 6 to Annex 6-3

GFCM RESOLUTION N® 95/1

The General Fisheries Councii for the Mediterransan, meeting in Alicante, Spain, From 22 to 26 May 1993,

Considering that: . N :

‘There is genﬂml mtematmnﬂ] concern and evidence as to the depleled state of the stock qf blue.ﬁn l'|.ma.,

(Thunnuy thynnaus) whose migration ranpe includes the Eastern Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea,

_' 'ﬂm princ'iﬁai Ispé\#ﬁing g'mund for tiiis stock is the Mediterranean Sea during the months of I une and July,

at which time it is vulnerable to capture,

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atiantic Tunas {ICCAT) repularly evaluates the
state of this bluefin tuna stock based on data supplied by its contracting States and from GFCM, and based
on these evaluations, proclaimed at its Thirteenth Regular Meeting (Madrid, November 1993}, a closed
season for fishing with pelagic longlines in the Mediterransan that entered into force on 31 May 1084,

The majonty of cosstal States of the Mediterranean are not members of JCCAT but are members of
GFCM, and share a common copcern with the state of bluefin tuos stocks.

Adopted the following recommendations:

FIRST:

SECOND:

160

that during the parlod from 1 June to 31 July there will be no fishery using large pelagic lungling vessels
greater than 24 m in length for bluefin tuna in the Meaditerranean, - ... -

that the members of GFCM whase nationals have been ﬁsh.mg for Bluefin tuna in the Mediterranean using
large pelegic fishing vessels greater than 24 m in length take steps to implement this recommendation
before 1 June 1595 in accordance with the repulatory procedures of each country.

that, in accordance with the decisians of ICCAT adopted in 1989 and subsequent yoars concerning fishing
activities by non-Contracting Parties, the Council requests the Secretariat to transmit this recommendation
to non-Contracting Parties whose pelagic longline fishing vessels are currently fishing for bluefin huna in
the Mediterranean. :

that the members of GFCM iake the necessary measures to prohibit any taking and landing of blusfin tuna
(Thunnus thynnus) weighing less than 6.4 kg,

that nnnvithstanding the above regulation, the Contracting Parties may grant tolerances to boats which

. have incidentally captured bluefin weighing less than 6.4 kg, with the condition that this incidental catch

should not exceed 15 percent of the number of fish per landing of the total bluefin catch of said boats or
its equivalent in percentage by weight,

that each. contmcting Party fishing hluefin tuna jn the Mediterranzan Sea take the necessary measures:
- to prgﬂrgpt any intrease in the fishing mortality rate for the years 1995 and beyond,

-- to prevent any caich by vessels under their _]unsdmnﬂu in 1995 in excess of the level of catch in 1993
or 1904 (WhLGhBVEr ig higher), : : T

- to reduce, starting in 196, by 25 percent {or such lower amount which may be specified by ths
8Committes RS of ICCAT) their catches from the catch level specified in the previous paragraph, such
reduction to be accomplished by the end of 1993,
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-- to cooperate in the development, by 1698, of 4 Jong-term recovery plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern
Atlintic and the Mediterransan,

— to prevent catch of age O fish (less than 1.8 kg).

That the above measures should enter into force on 1 June 1995.
Appendix 7 1o Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY SOUTH AFRICA ON SOUTHERN ALBACORE
(Attached to the Report of Panel 3)

South Africa has investet a tremendous amount of resesrch effort in the assessment of southern alhacore over
the past five years. We believe that this effort, has paid dividends, and that the conclusions of our assessmeants have
stood fhe cloge serutiny of the Standing Committes. on Research and. Siatistics, the participants in this Panel, the
members of the Commission and observers from. outside ICCAT. _The results of these assessments have consistently
indicated that the southern albacore resource is over-exploited, has & maximum sustainable yield of approximately
25 000 tons, and that the fishery passed the target biomass capable of providing MSY in 1988. Our conviction in the
validity of these assessments led us to propose, at last year’s meeting, a limit in catches to not more than 90% of the
avernge 1989 to 1993 catches of southern albacore, im order to limit catches to replacement yield levels. This
recommendation was accepted by this Panel and by the Commission.

South African catches of southern albacose decressed from 6,708 tons in 1853 to 5,270 tons in 1994, which was
below the recommended catch limit for South Africa. It is therefore with some concern that we nate that catches of
southern albacora by other countries fishing in the southern Atlantic Ocean increased from 1993 to 1994. These
increased catches were made by both contracting and nop-contracting parties. As a result, the total catch of southem
albacare increased to 33,486 tons, some 8,400 tans higher than the estimated MSY and RY levels.

' Of course, we realize that the recommended catch reduction only came into force after these catches were made.
However, thess continued high, and increasing, catches clearly illustrate the existence of excess potential fishing uffort
in this fishery. This fishing cffort is clearly capable of maittaming catches exceeding MSY, despite the continuing
decling in biomass of this resource. Our assessments indicate that fishing mortality currently cxcceds the [evel at wihich
MSY can be maintained by almost 30%, and it is clear that the recommended cutch reductions will only be achicved
a5 a result of concerted and diligent efforts on the part of all participants in this fshery.

South Africa therefore welcumes the statement by Taiwan, confained in the 1995 SCRS report, that the Taiwan
Fishing Authority has mijtiated steps to reduce Taiwan's annual southera albacore catch from 1993 onwards to less
than 90% of her aversge 1989 to 1993 catches. South Africa has imitiated similar steps, and is condncting bilateral
discussions with Namibia and Taiwan in an effort to ensure a concerted implementation of the recommended catch
reduction. '

In conclusion, Scuth Africa notes that ICCAT explicitly embodies the concept of MSY as a fundamental
munagement target for Atlantie tuna resovrces. We find it disappointing that so many of those resources have cleardy
been fished to. well beyand MSY lavels, and that such over-exploitation continues to occur. We point out Again, as
we did last "yesr, that we have the opportunity to prevent this happening to the southern albacore, We are at & point
in Sme when a modest reduction in catches will allow this resource to recover to MSY levels, allowing all participants
to benefit from maximal long term catches. We therefore strongly urge all participants in this fishery to make every
effort to effectively implement and enforce the recommended catch limit for southern albscare from 1995 onwards.
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Appendix 8 to Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON BIGEYE TUNA
{attached to the Report of Panel 4)

1. The Japazese delegation has been very concerned abotit the rapid ncrease of cateh of bigeyo tuna in recent years.
Since 1992, the total catch of bigeye hma has exceeded the MSY levels, 65,000-72,000 MT, especially in 1993
and 1994, The ¢otal catch in 1994 is over 110,000 MT and exceeds the levels of MSY, The renson for this rapid
inerease is thé increase in purse seine fishing since 1900. The dramatic increase in the Taiwanese longline
fisheries also contributed to this increase.

2

. Furthermore, it is a crifical problem thai the purse 'seine'ﬁéher)' catches much more small fishes than the

longline fishery. According to thé SCRS Report, the use of driftiﬁg artificial fish aggregating devices (FAD)
in the purse seine fisheries is a primary cause of this increase in the catch of Juvem]e fish, including bigeye.
About 65% of the total number of bigeye caught in 1994 was below the minimum size, less than 3.2 kg,
stipulated in the 1978 ICCAT Recommendation and this percentage would be mmch higher if we take the purse

“seine fishery only. It is abundaully clear that the uwse of FAD in the purse seine ﬁsher}' has hed dverse impacts

on the bigeye tuna stocks in terms of reduced yield per recTuit us well as Bffects on spawming potential. The&.e

- small ﬁshes would be foreclosad fm- opportumty to spawn.

. Inconsideration of the above-mentioned points, first of all, the huge catch of sraall ‘bigeye tunas by the purse

seing fishery should beé regulated by certain msnagement measires mcludmg a closed season a:ud closed areas'
to the purse seine fishery and the limitation of use of FAD in the purss seine fishery.

And also, the SCRS should be firther requésted to clearly elucidate the 1mpacls that the huge amount of

" catches of small b:gaye tuna by the purse seine fisheries using FAD wnuld ha\re on hipeye tuna and other mna

o stncks as wall as ‘the species compumbun of the catch.

]

v - - - L - - . ., . ' " . -,'_-_\:_i__:
. For this 1eaton, we sincerely request that the purse seine fishery, a main contribution to the current resoires

problem, reduce its catch approxlmatﬂly to balf the current level. This can be accamphshe.d by complying
str.lctly with thc muumum size limitation of 3.2 kg

. Lastly, Japen sees with grave concern the recent dramatlc increase in Taiwan’s bigeye catch We noted that

in the distussion at the Pérmanent Worlo.ug Group, the U.5. delsgation proposed that a se.parate resdlutmn be,
drafted to address the problem not only in the blgey-., fishery but alsu in other tuna ﬁshenes of Tatwan' We
strengly support the U.S. initiative on this subjeet.

.

Appendix 9 ra Annex 6'-:::

RESOLUTION FROPOSED BY JAPAN ON BIGEYE TUNA
(attached to the Report of Panel 4_}

- NOTING that since 1993, the total annual bigeye catch has substantially exceeded all the curront MSY esﬁiuafes,
and the projections for this year indicate that the 1994 level of fishing will not enly reduce the pcpu]atlon size to far'_
below that of the M3Y level, but also r.he catch in the near future due to over- fishing;

"'NOTING FURTHER that an'increase in the catch of small fish, which was brought about by the intensive
operations on small fish associated with fish aggregating devices (FADs) by the purse seine fisheries, will lead to a
reduction in yield per recruit;

EXPRESSING CONCERN that despite the bigeye minimum size regnlation of 3.2 kg, in effect since 1980, it
has been clear that the equatorial surface fleets (baithoat and purse seine) continue ta land a large quantity of juvenile
bigeye tunn less than 3,2 kg, and about 65 % of the total number of fish caught in 1994 was below the minimom size;
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© o RECOGNIZING that the SCRS stronply recommended reducing the catch to levels below MSY, this overall
reduction in cateh must he gaccompanied by a reduction in the calch of small fish;

NOW THEREFORE THE COMMISSION RESOLVES:

1. That conservation measures ta avoid high catches of small fish by purse sciners should be introduced, including
the establishment of time/area closure and a limitation oe the use of FADs,

2. That SCRS should be further requested 1o elucidate more clearly the impact which very high cat¢hes of small
fish by purse seine fisheries using FADs would have on bigeye tuna and other tuna stocks, as well as on the
species composition of catcbes, and

3, That countries with purse-scine operations are urged to redoce substantially their catch vis-a-vis the current
level Ikrough complying with the recommendation on the minimum size regulation on bigeye tuna.

T .- .
e ' ST e et

Appendix 10 to Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY SPAIN ON BIGEYE TUNA
{attached to the Report of Panel 4)

The Spanish delepation is very concernad about the state of the Atlantic bigeye stock, with catches in 1993 and
1994 {hat were above the MSY estimated by the SCRS in 1995 (65,000-72,000 mt). The increases in the longline and
puirse seine catches, during the recent pericd (1993-84) have contributed to-the current state of over-expleitation.

This delegation wishes to point out that higeye is taken by the purse seine fleet as by-cateh since fishing effort
is directed at yellowfin and skipjack, which are the target species.

In the same way, attention is cailed to the multi-species character of this Gshery, which has:consequently, resulted
in the introduction in 1980 of & higeye management mensure {o reinforce that which was already in foree for
yellowfin, independentiy of the state of the higeye stock at that time. This delegation does not doubt that at {he present
time a measure of this type is convenient, given the current state of the bigeye siock alﬂiough the current measure
in force may not be the most adequate. Therefore, the SCRS should recommend a more n.ppropnate mana.gt.ment
measure for this stock., el

Another matter of concern is the general introduction, since 1991, of Rshing with floating objects, by part of the
tropical purse seine and baitboat fleets, which has resulted in an increase in the catch of juveniles.

+-Considering that the SCRS in its 1995 Report recommended: "to reduce the catch of this species to Jevels below
MSY, as was recommended last year. This overall reduction in catch must be accompanied by the reduction in the
catch of small fish."
For ail of the sbove, the Spanish delogation considers:
1. It is absolutely necessary to reduce the total catch to helow the MSY level; and
2. A control is essential on fishing carried ont using fleating objects. For this, a monitering program of scientific

observers is proposed during 1996-97 as the only means to provide SCRS with the necessary data to be able
to carry out the necessary analysis in order to develop management measures on this new fishing methed.
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 Appendix 11 1o Annex 6-3

RECOMMENDATION PROPOSED BY CANADA
FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF ATLANTIC SWORDFISH
(attachcd te the Report nf Panel 4)

- RECOGNIZING that fishing for swordfish in the Atlantic at the ievels agreed to af the 1994 Commission meeting
are projected to result in fusther stock decline becuuse these levels are ahave replacement yle]d

NOTING the recommendation of the SCRS that if the Commission desires to rebuild the north Atlantic stack,
both ﬂshmg mortu.hty rates and catch levcls must be reduced cansiderably i in the meedmte future

FURTHER NOTING that the SCRS points out that defays in achieving overall reductions in fishing mortality
and catch are likely to result in the need for more severe reductions in the future in order to achieve recovery of the
stock in the north Atlantic;

TARING ACCOUNT of the sericus concern expressed by the SCRS on the health of the south Atlantic stock
based on high catches and declining CPUE trends;

OBSERVING that while there is uncertainty in stock structure of Atlantic swordfisk and the possibility that the
assumed north Atlantic stock docs not include the eatire catch from the biological stock and when boundaries are
uncertain, in this case hacause of limited or meremse dats, it is important ta implement appropr:ate meAsures Whlch
encompass several poss1ble smck hypntheses, .

BEARING IN MIND the draft agreehieht of the United Nations Conference on Stréddling Fish Stocks snd Highly
Migratory, Fish Stocks which inter alia calls on States to not use the absence of adequate amcutlﬁc mfnrmahon asa
reason for postponing or failing to tke cunservatmn a.nd mﬂ.n&gement measnrcs '

.. .NOTING that this Agreement aleo calls for States to take measures to ensure that when reference points are
_apprnached tf:ley will not be exceeded; in the even that they ure axcceded States shall, mthuut delay, take acticn to
rcatnre the stocks;

CONSIDER!NG t.ha SCRS recommendnnuns that in order to errest the declining trend in the north Atlantic, the
levéi of harvest should not éxceed rap]acement yield, estimated to be abant 10,000 t in 1996, and that the catch in
the south Atiantic not be alloweid to increase beyond the levels referred to as "recent” by Panel ¢ during the 1992
Commission meeting, where the reported calch in 1992 was 12,210 ¢;

The Commission recommends that in 1956:

FIRST, Effectwe mmgerne.nt measure:s ‘be lmplamanled to reduca ayerall catches in the nnrth Atlantic to the
replacement yield;

SECOND: Effective management measures be adopted in the south Atlantic so that catches not be mcraa.se.d heyond
the 1992 level of 12,210 t as recommended by the SCRS.

Co
T
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Appendix 12 to Annex 6-3

STATEMENT BY CANADA ON SWORDFISH
(attached to the Report of Panel 47

As you know Caneda has put forward a proposal far the management of swordfish and I would like to briefly
explain it to the members of Panel 4 st this time. 1990 was the first year that the SCRS noted its concern about the
general increasing trends in fishing mortality ard said that the present yield could not be maintamed over.-the long-term
without either a decrease in fishing mortality or a continued increase in recruitment, which:was unlikely. . They.
recommended that action be taken to at least praveni the trend of increasing fishing mortality. At that time, although
a number of delegations urged management action by the Commission, others questioned the uncertainty of the SCRS
stock assessment work.As a result, nathing was done. o

In 1991, members of Panel 4 cpnsidefed that precautionary meusures should be taken. Since thai time the
Commission has adopted » number of mandgement measures to both reduce the overall catch and to reduce catches
of small fish.For various reasons, these measures bave oot worked.

Last year, the SCRS was advising us that the replacement yield in 1995 was around 12,000t. At that time we
adopted measures for 1995 in the morth Atlantic that would hopefully bring catches down to the 15,000t
range. Measures for 1996 were to further reduce catches to about 14,000t

" The SCRS is now advising us that the replacement yield will be closer to 10,000t in 1996.The S8CRS further
advises that if we do mot revise our current management measures for 1998, the replacement yisld in 1597 will be
close to 8,300t. We are clearly on a danperously steep downward slope. The SCRS is also concerned with the status
of the stock in the south Atlantic and recommend that catches be held in the 12,000t range. In 1994 they were around
17,000t - the highest on record.

Given the usoceriainty in the stack structure of swordfish, it is essential to have effective management measures
north and south of 5 degrees latitude.

Tt is clear to us, Mr. Chairman, that the time hes come for us to take very strict management measuras for of
swordfish in the Atlantic, We need to take this latest advice from our scientists very seripusly. Te not do so, would
seriously jeopardize our credibility as responsible fish magagers. To not do so would also So agzinst all the principles
that many of our countries fought for in the UN Conference on Straddling Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks.
Although this agreement is not yet signed, we certainly want to respect the principles expressed in it.In particuiar,
Mr. Chairman, ] want to refer to the precautionary approach referred to in Article 6.

It is for these reasons, Mr. Chairman, that Canada helieves that as an organization committed to conservation,
TCCAT must do the right thing and must do it now.

During the past few days there have been many seferences to the patient being in the hospital and in bad

shape.The fact is, we are the doctor to that patient. We must, therefore, assime our responsibilities and bring him
back to health, We owe it to our fishermen to do so as soon us possible.
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Appendix 13 to Annex 6-3

RECOMMENDATION FROPOSED BY THE UNITED STATES
CONCERNING A SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM FOR THE CATCHES OF BLUE MARLIN,
WHITE MARLIN SAILFISH AND SPEARFISH
{attached to the Report of Pancl 4)

) RECOGNIZING that the most recent assessniéﬁtsl for Atl:;ntic biﬂﬁsh show that blue mnrlm a.re__b_i«'er-'g?ipl_lﬁi‘ggd_
zelutive o MSY mnd white marlin are severely over-exploited; o

| NOTING that the most recent assessments for western Atlantic sal;l_ﬁslhfspeellrﬁsl_l in_d.icat.e that these ,_s_t‘ocl{_s“i:;'_r;: .
fully exploited and could be over-exploited;

.- MINDFUL that the Standing Committee on Research and Stalistics has voiced concern vegarding the stafus of
Atlantic billfish stocks and is interested in establishing a scientific program to improve our understaqqmg nn_the_s_p_
species; . : .

THE COMMISSION RECOMMENDS:

FIRST: that a 12-year scientific program is hereby established under which all blue markin, white umr]jn"'
- sailfish, and spearfish taken alive in the Coonvention area by longline fisheries shall be released ative;

SECOND: that gl Clontracting Parties shall tzke steps to participate in the ICCAT fscieul.iﬁc'prdg:ﬁm' for these
species; and participate in the ICCAT scientific program for these species; and .

THIRD: that where practicnl, relensed fish be taggad.
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ANNEX 6-4

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE
STANDING COMMITTEE ON FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION
{(STACFAD)

First Session - November 11, 1995
1. Opening of the meeting

1.1 The 1995 meeting of the Stending Commiitee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) was held at the
Hotel Chamartin, in Madrid. The meeting was opened and chaired by the Commission Chairman, Dr, A. Ribeiro
Lima, in the absence of the Committes Chairman, Mz D. Silvestre (France). The Delegale of France, oa behalf of
the Committes Chairman transmitted Mr, Silvestre's regrets that he could not he present at this meeting due to grave
persenal circumstances.

2. Adoption of Agenda

2.1 The Agenda was ndopted without change and is attached as Appendix 1-to Annex §.4.

3. Nominntion of Rapporteur

3.1 Dr. I, Persita (Portugal} was nominated to serve as rapporteur.

4, Administrative Report (1995 activitics)

4.1 The ICCAT Executive Secretary, Dr. A. Fernandez, welcomed the STACFAD delegates and expressed his
appreciation for their collaboration. He pointed out that the Commission is celebrating its 25th anniversary and that
special events are, schcduled to;commemaorate this special date in ICCAT's quarter cantury Iuslory

4*2 Dr_-. F_Bmaudez presented tha AdmlmstrauveRepurt {COM/95/9), He reviewed Commls_smn membership n.m_:l_ ’
noted that Benin had withdrawn from the Commission, sffective December 31, 1994. He reviewed the current Panel -
mernhership as well as the auxiliary hodies of the Commission. The Executive Secretary made’special note of the
two Protocols ta the ICCAT Convention (Paris, 1984 and Madrid, 1992). He indicated that ratificativn of the Paris
Protoco! for the agcession of the European Union to ICCAT was still pending by two ICCAT Coatracting Parties.
He also pmnfﬂd ottt that only seven countries had ratified the Madrid Protacal, ta change the contributian calenlation:
scheme, which means that the new scheme cannot be applied yet. He atso emphasized that ratification of this Protocol
would substentially improve the financial health of the Commission.

4.3 The Executive Secretary briefly reviewed the ICCAT Regulations and Resolutions, with special mention of
the "Resolutior Concerning an Action Plan to Ensure Effectiveness of the Conservation Program for Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna’, and in particular paragraph (f) regarding trade measures, He outlined the meetings organized by ICCAT in
1995, and thosg’ meutmgs at which ICCAT was represented. As rogards the coordination of resgarch, the Committee
was referred to decument COM SCRSIQS( 12.

4.4 Mention was made Uf the 1995 taggmg Icttery, held at the time of the 1995 SCRS Meeting, Prizes in 1995
corresponded to fishermen of Cape Verde, Spain and the U.5.
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4.5 Special emphasis was made of the importance of cooperation with other countries and international fisheries
organizations. Dr. Femandez noted that many countries callaborate with TCCAT, and this year there were soverl
contacts made with the Secratariat requesting information on membership, financial obligations which membership
entails, etc. He noted that this increased interest miy be due to the impact of Bluefin Tuna Statistical Decument
ngrﬂm, the U.N. Conference on Steaddling Fish Stocks and Highly M:gratm‘y Fish Stocks, and the growing overall
interest in international fisheries.

4.6 The Executive Secretary made special note of the continued collaboration of Taiwan in ICCAT scieatific
activities, and the recent receipt of a voluntary contribution amouanting to US$ 15,000 from the anthorities of Taiwan.

4.7 Another point mide by the Executive Secretary was the increase in the ICCAT publications in £995, and
he noted that in 1995 the SCRS and Commission Proceedings are heing published in two separate volnmes. Given
the importance of the SCRS work {ast year, its documents and inter-sessional seports have been published in three
volumes of the "Collective Volume" series {Red Bogk). He notzd that the “final report of the Albacore Research
Program will be puhiished in early 1996 in an enhanced format,

4.8 The Executive Secretary noted that the new Secretarint offices, facilitated by the Spanish autherities, have
begn operative for-almost s year now. ‘He noted. that the Commission now has the uff ces W]:ut:h are w:::rthy nf this
qu.rf:asmgly Impqr‘uml fisheries organization. '

T T
Cendhe 9 Particular note was made of the improvements ‘made in the Secretariat's computér equlpment wuh the
purchuse of new hardware and software.

4,10 The Delegate of France thanked the Executive Secretary and his staff tor all the impressive work they have
carried out in the past year, as indicated from alt the Secretariat's activities, He inquired about paragraph (f) of the
"Resolution Concerning an Action Plan to Ensure Effectiveness of the Conservation Program for Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna" snd considered icappropriate that the word "non-Contracting” be inserted befoe Parties in the pertinant section
of the Administrative Report.

4.11 The {1.§. Delegate asked for infarmation oo the stafus of the ratification pracess of e Madrid Profocol
from the Contracting Parties that had not yet ratified, since this will have significant budgetary repercussion when
requests are mads to our governments for [CCAT contributions next year. '

4.12 The Chairman also expressed concern over this matter and requested thase Contracting Parties tolratify the
Madrid Protocol as spon as possible, since it would tmprove the Commission’s financial situation considerably,

- 4.13 The Delegate of Fraice mlmnpated that ]:us cuuntry 5 ratlﬁcatmn would be forthcoming WLLhm the next few
weaks S : R A .

5. AudltursRepurt 1994 . : - o S

5 1 The Executw&: Secretary- referred the Committes fo the 1995 Financial Report (COM /957 1{1) which pro\.'lde.d"'
detmled information on the finagcial statis of the Commission. He indicated that all the dﬂcumentatlon__ref'emnb o
the Financial Report wag available at the Seerstariat. He also pointed out that the 1994 Auditor’s Report bad been
distributed in May, 1995, sind:since no conmiients were received, it was considered apprmi'e'd "The Execufive
Secretary -presénted Mr. Bemardo Tahoces, the Commission's "Anditor, whu exprassed 1115 apprec:ahua to the
Commission for the confidence deposited in him over the years. ’

5.2 Dr. Fernandez noted that there were 29,791,056 pesetas in the Working Capital Fund at (he end of Fiscal .
veer: 1994..0r- 21 % of the antieal budget. This balance alleviated the problems enuounlcered by the Secretannt earl}'l'_\'

in the' year 10 mest uxpcnsus hufors thu rucfnpt of the 1995 coatribufijons.
. "l"-"'r.'.

6. Financial status of the 2nd half of the bicnnial budget - 1995

6.1 The Committee was again referred to the Financiul Report (COM/95/10), The Executive Secretary reminded
the Committes that since 1992, all the accounting records have been maintained in pesetas. He called the Committee’s
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attention to the outstanding debt owed to ICCAT, which currently amounted ta 179,270,984 peseias, He pointed out
that only nine Conlracting Parties {(Brazl, Canada, Tapan, Korea, Portugal, South Africa, Russis, Spain and the U.S)
had paid their full 1995 contributions as of the time of the meeting. Of the total 1905 budget, about 36% was still
pending payment,

2 The Executive Secretary pointed out that the main problem was nol ope of budget bot one of cash flow.

6.3 Dr. Fernandez reviewed chapter by chapter the expenses incurred in 1995, The Commities was reforred to
the various statements attached to the Financial Report, which summarize the status of the second halt of the bicnnial
budget. He also referred to the balance in Albacore Research Program funds, which will be applied to cover the
pubtication costs of the Program's Final Report, the state of Billfish Programn Funds, which the Secretariat
administers as a trust fund, and the Bluefin Year Program, for whmh 0o *apemﬁ: funds were ailncutdd in 1995 by
the Commission. .

6.4 The Delegate aof France stated that his country’s 1593 contribution would be forwarded to ICCAT in early
Duecember,

6.3 The Delejate of Canada asked for more information on expenses charged ta Chapter 3, Contingencies, He
also expressed concern about the pending contributions and asked the Sccretariat abaut the prospects for munaging
this shortfail in income.

6.6 I response fo the inquiries from the Delegate of Canada, the Executive Secretary sxplained that 2,202,000
pesetas had been budgeted for Chapter 9, specifically to cover the expenses foreseen for the 25th anniversary
celebralion (inferpreters, decoration, rental of material, etc,). He a.nnclpa.ted that tha actual expenses. would amuunt
to ahnut 1,700,800 pasetas "

6.7 The Executive Secretary further responded that since the 1993 contributian of France, which smounts to
about 18.5 million pesetas, is expected to be received shortly, the balance foreseen in the Working Capital I-Tfmd
would not be negative at the end of the Fiscal Year. However, there will bs some financial difficulties ta carry out
Commission activities in the first quarter of 1966 until the initial contributions are received, if the level of the
Waorking Capital Fund at the end of the Fisval Year daes not reach the level of 15% of the budget, as established
by the Commission. He pointad out the Financial Regulations of the Commission stipulate that payment of
contributions should he made early in the year.

i - . . .

7. Contributions pending payment from the Contracting Parties "
7.1 The Committee was referred to Statement 2 of the Financial Report, which shows the status of member
¢ountry contributions and pending balancas.
8. Status of the Worlking Capital Fund
B.1 The Executive Secretary reviewed Statement 5 of the Financial Report and noted that the balance in the
Working Capital Fund (as of October 23, 1995} amounied to 34,705,497 pesetas,
9. Financial status of the Albacore Research Program
9.1 As indicated earlier, the balance of 1,482,518 pesetas in Albacore Research Program Funds will he applied
towards enhanced publication of Program's final report.
10. Financial status of the Program of Enhanced Research for Billfish
10.1 It was noted that deposits and expenses relative to the Billfish Program are mostly in U.S. dollars, but that
‘these amounts are accounted for in pesetas. All expenses are autherized by the Prograny Conrdinators, Drs, Brown

and Prince, The Secretariat unly administrates this trust fund. The balance as of October 23 amounted to abuut
$16,650,
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11 Budge!ar}' lmplmahons of 1996 Commission achvmw. o T S
11.1 The Bxecutive Secretary referred to the Estimated Budget for 1996-1997 (COM/95/11 and COM!QS!] 1-
Annex). He pointed put that the proposed Budget had heen circulated at least two months in advance of the meeting
for the review of the Contracting Parties. He pointed out that an Annex to the proposed Estimated Budget had to be
prepared in view of the SCRS* proposals for meetings, ete, and was ciréulatéd just before the STACFAD meeting.

'*11.2 Dr. Fernandez pnm!ed out lhdt lhe separallon of the SCRS and Cumm.lsulnn muetmgs Tesulted in an mcreaqe

in mesting cnsts
. . , o _ Coae

11.3 The Chairman informed the Committee that the Commission of the EU sées very positively the Tunk
Sympuosium scheduled for June 10-18 in the Azores, and is analyzing ways in which to assist with its financing. He
also indicated that the budgetary expenses not covered by the EC will be covered by the Regional Autondmous
Government of the Azores. Thuy, the Cumnuhsmn would not have to ﬁnanu. any part of the 1996 Sympnmum
budget,

12 Prupusa.l af t.he hlenmnl budget t‘nr 1996 1997

12,1 The ICCAT Executive Secretary again referred to docurment COM/95/11, the Estimated Budget and- its
Annex whlch he cuumdered tcl be one uf the most important points on the Cumm.lttee 8 Agenda ll'us year

1.2 Dr.'Fernandez: explalned that the proposed budget represented a zera increase in'real terms, and a 3%
ifitrease in nominal terms (this percentage correspands to the estimated aonual inflatioi rate in the country of ICCAT
headquarters). The total proposed budget amounts to 154,718,000 pesetas. He explained thaet this amount represinted
a global nominal increase of 5% over the 1995 budget, but that the incresss was not lineal, being distributed
differently : umong the budpet chapters, depending on the 51t1mt10n He alsc- explnmed prupused amounts budgeted for
eech chdpter

. - 3 !
L ' . ' 2 e

13 Cuntrlbutmm uf the Cuntructlng Purties to the 1956 budget ‘

13.1 In the discussion of the contributions of the Contracting Parties, the Executive Secretary referred 113 kalt:
2 of the Estimated Budget (COM/95/11). This table gives information on the catch ond canming figures provided by
the member countries and which were used to calculate the contributions to finance the 1996-1597 budget. The
member couniry contributions, based on the Executive Secretary’s budgetary proposal are shown inf Table 3 ¢1596)
and Table 4 (1997) of COM/95/11.

13.2 1t wus pointed gut that onee a final total budget figure is decided upon by the Cooumitlee, the member
country contributions will be re~calculated, and will also take inte account any revisions in catch and caoning fipures

and changes in Commission and Pane] membership. Further discussion will talce place at the mext qesmon of
STACFARD.

13.3 The Delegate of Japan ‘stated that the state of the hluefin resource has been worsening, in spite of the many
repulations adopted by ICCAT. Therefors, Japan supported the Commission’s adoption of the Bluefin Year Program
(BYP) budget, as proposed by the SCRS, Japan aiso proposed that funds be allocated for the study of conversion
factors, a5 was discussed at this year’s meeting of the PWG, '

13.4 The Delegate of Portugal suggested that, to reduce publicatian costs, the Commission should consider

diffusion of:its publications by electropic means instead of paper, whlr:h wonld also result in savmgs in data
processing, equipment, ete.

13.5 The Execntive Secretary indicated that electronic transmission was an option, but he recogmzed lhat nol
u}} the ICCAT Contracting Parties have such sophisticated equipment required.
i 13.6 The ICCAT Assistant Executive Secretary explained that there has heen some streamlining of stitistical
publicativns, due v providing considerable data by e-mail or on computer support, He also informed the Commities
that the Secretariat has been utilizing such procedures more extensively fo’ transmit dats and that next yeac's
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distribution of basic catch data (i.e. the equivalent of the TCCAT Statistical Bulletin) will be by diskette, including
user-friendly software. He stressed, however, that such procedurs should not totally eliminate’ the hard copy
publication of the very basic data, since such information is widely used by scientific laborataries, libraries, and
industry.

13.7 The Delegats of Japan appreciated the penerosity of the EC to cover the costs of the Symposium, but
wished to hear other delegatioi:ls viewpoints on the need to-hold the Symposium in 1986, because of the heavy inter-
sessional me.et:mg schedule wluch wx]l impose a substantial work load on the scientists.

13.8 The SCRS Chairman pointed out thet it was somewhat inconvenient to discuss this matter, since he hnd not
presanted the 1995 SCRS Report to the Commission. He noted the 1996 inter-sessional meeting schedule was one
of the heaviest on récord, with nine meetings proposed, including the Symposium. While all of tha meetings proposed
are important, the scientific Committee had recognized the need to alleviate the work Ioad and travel of the scientists.
For lh15 reason, the Committee wus studying ways to merge two or three of the prapnsad me.ch.ug.‘:'

-13.9 The Delepate of Canatda nntcd his country's cuts in spending. He mdxcated that chom,a have ta be made
as {0 essential activities snd priorities. He also suggested that uutsu:le S0UTCES bs sought to finence some of the
Commission’s activities.

13.10 The Chairman clarified that there was general scceplance by ail the delepations that the separation of the
SCR3 meeting from the Commission meeting is beneficial - for our work. He also noted that gxtending the
Commission meeting by two days was also beneficial, He reiterated that.as regards the 1996 Symposium, he was
quite confident that the- EC would pay mest'costs, and that the remainder would be assumed by the Repional
Clovernment of the Aznrf:s - -

13.11 Dr. Lima aiso pointed out that the 5% increase in the budpet as propased hy.the Executive Secretary
represented important testrictions in (hs Commission’s activities. ICCAT’s work on tupas is becoming more
important, which t:nab}t:a the Contractmg Parhes to devalap their research work io thc.bu areas.

" 13,12 The Execuhve Secretary reiterated that his budpetary. proposal was very moderate, whxch in rr-sahty
representéd a freeze in real terms. He pointed out that there was a 7% develuation of the peseta in March, 1995,
which means that the purchasing power of the budgé! has been reduced in nominal terms. :

13.13 The Delegate of France indicated that his country was ready to suppost the budget propesed. He noled,
however, that he had no instructions this year concerning the recruitment of a biostatistician and other proposuls
contdined in the Annex. Nevertheless, he indicated since 5o much work has been requested of the SCRS, the financial
e50UrGes to tarry out such research wers essential, to mssure the Commissien’s credibility in fupa research, He
thanked the Regional Auntonomaus Government of the Azores and the EC for their generous support of the ICCAT
Tuna Symposim. The Delegata of France also stressed the lmpnrtAnce of usulg recycled paper in a conservation
organization. .

13.14 The Delegate of Portugel agreed with the considerations just expressed by the De-legale. of France-, and
expressed his country’s suppor! for the proposed budget. .

' °13.15 The U-S. Delegate indicated that his country was under strict budgetary restrictions. He noted the naad
to eliminateé as many superfluous expenses as possible, He reiferated that the Commission’s major problem continues
to be the unpaid member country contributions, and the difficulty-of:collecting these debts. He mppreciated the
generosity of the EC and the Azorean Govemnment for the financial support-of the Tona Symposivm.

13.16 The Délegute of Japan noted the explanations given by other delepations on the importance of holding the
Tuna Sympositm in 1996 and expressed his country's support for this important event. He reiterated the need for
financial provisions for the Bluefin Year Program activitics, He noted his country’s support, in geperal, of the
proposed budget.
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Sécqnd Session - November. 13, 1995

Item 11, (Cnntmued)

;11.4 The Delegate of Gabon reiterated that his country had signed the Pang Protocol. He recognized the
lmparlduce of the Madrid Protocol to change the contribution calculation scheme. He noted Gabon's difficulties to
meet {1 [inanciul commitments to ICCAT, but in spite of that, an order had recently been given to transfer 2,250,000
_peseta.s. o ICCAT He reassured that Gabon continues o be very interested in ICCAT's work., '

11.5 The Chmrman thanked Gabon for havmg signed the Paris Pratocol, as dld ather delegatmns present at the
mesating, - ,

11.6 The Cheirman clanfied that the budget to he adopted this year does not include the 1996 Sympoesium, since
its financing is practically guaranteed to be covered by the European Commission of the EU and the Autonomous
Government of the Azores. He also anticipated that the next Commission meeting coutd take place in San Sebastiun,
Spain, and the extra expenses will be funded by the Basque Autonomous Government. Hence, these two items will
not have any repercusmous on the pmpobud budget.

11.7 The Executive Secretary referred the Committes to the revised Table 2 (catch and canning ﬁgures] aml
Table 3, the proposcd 1996 budget, both of which now included the United Kingdom, Hé thanked the Chairman for
his efforts concerning the financing of the Symposium and the 1996 meeting in San Sebastian. He indicated that the
Commission hudget includes an allocation for the annual meeting, but assumes that it will be held in Madrid. The
extra expenses for holding the meeting outside of Madrid include transportation of staff and equipment, etc. wluch
should be ﬁnanced by the Basque Autonomous Govemmeut

iL.8 'I'he Delegate of Spain also apprecmted the excellent news amounced by the Chairman concerning the
Symposium and the 1996 Commission meetmg. At the same time, she proposed that Apenda item 15 on observers
also be discussed together with items 11, 12 and 13. She also welcomed the sccession of the United Kingdom to
TCCAT,. particularly since their membership represents about a 2.5% overall reduction id the 1996 contributions of
the Contracting Parties, in spite of the increase in the budpet. The Delegate of Spain noted that other delegations that
were contrary to the increase in the budget should consider this new s:tualmn when decldmg on the budgat allntmeut
to carry aut: l:he ]Jropnsals of the 1983 SCRS.

11.9 The Delegate of Canada congratuieted’ the Chairman for his prnduchve ‘efforts in finding solutions to
financing the Symposium and the 1996 Commission meeting, He also appreciated the news concerning the signing
of the Paris Protocel, Gabon's forthcoming peying of its contribution ta ICCAT, as well as the new membership of
the United Kingdom. Notwithstanding the good news, he emphasized the problem of cash flow, which is crippled
by arrears in contributions, and which bhas resulted in & substantial reduction in the Working Capital Fund.

Ttem 12. (Continued)

12.3 Far illustrative purposes; the Delegate of Canada presented some calculations (based on thé state of
Commission aceounts as of Qctober 23, 1993). He noted that with the addition of {hé contribution of Francé, the
Working Capital Fund will amoust to about 53 million pesetas. However, déductions for éxpensas amounting to 44
million pesetas will reduce this bulance to 9 million, of which 1.5 million to be used for publication of ths Program's
fiou] report in #n enhancex! format, Hence, the Commission will start 1996 with anly 9 mitfion pesetas in the Working
Capital Fund. He indicated that by spplying the same pattecn in 1996 as in 1993 as regards the contributions expwted
to be received- (i.e..about 75 % of the tatal budget of 154.7 million pesetas), the Commission will Bave an estimated
shortfall of shout 38 million pesetas for 1996 and thus & 29 million peseta deficit in the Working Capital Fund at the
end of that Fiscal Yeur. By expending funds for all the 1995 SCRS proposals (24.5 million pesefas’ more), thi
Working Capital Fund deficit will then amount to 53,7 million pesetas at end af 1996. He reminded the Commission
of the requirement that this Fund have a balence of 15% «of the budget. Thus, the Commission would require an
additional 23 million pesstas to replenish the Working Capital Fund, for a total cash requirement of 75 million
pesetas. He believed thet based on our cash flow problems, parhaps the Commission was budgeling beyond its
capucity to fund.
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1Z.4 The Delegate of Caneda offered some salutions for the consideration of the Commitlee, such as the need
to collect eontributions in arrears, a reduction in unnscessary expenses, the need to seek more extra-budgetery
contributions, the need to encourage new members, and an assessment of financial regulation #7 concerning the
replenishing of the Working Capital Fund. Thus, the accession of the EU is a matter of imperative importanes from -
a financial point of view. Solutions to ICCAT financial prablems siso require the entry into force af the Madrid
prolocol #s soon as possible. In addition, payments of contributions must be made in the early part of the year.

12,5 Finally, the Delegate of Canada presented some suggestions for further discussion: (1} STACFAD should
endarse the Resolution concerning the Paris Protocol as an urgent and pressing financial necessity requiring the
earliest possible action and this should be supparted by &l the Contracting Party governments; (2) the 1996 budget
should be reviewed in terms of prionitizing it intc two parts: A: ap amount equal to the 1995 budgel to finance
miimal activitics, and B: taking into sccount the activities the Commission wants to carry out as group, and
approving these only conditionally, dependent on the receipt of finds from other sources,

12.6 The Chairman noted emphatically that the Commission makes many demands, such as the request for better
hotels for its meetings, additional facilities provided during the meetings, as well as more and more work to be done’
by the SCRS. All these requests require money. Since the scientific work is the heart of the Commission’s activities,
the lack of sufficient financial resources hinders ICCAT s work and its achisving the objectives of the Commission.
If it were not for the outside financing of the Symposium, which is one of the most important scientific meeting on
tunas in ICCAT's history, this event would not he held.

12.7 The Delegate of Spein, in responding to Canade's aralysis of the 1996 budget, indicated that she agread
with some points made, such as the situation of the Working Capital Fund, the deficit problem; ete, However, she.
could not agree with his over catastrophic assessment of the Commission’s finazcial outlook. She reculled that at past
STACFAD meetinps, Canads had proposed drastic measuzes, such as a 50% reduction in staff and the dispersement
of the remainder of the staff sraund various offices of the Spanish administration. With the proposal by the Cate
d’lvoire for a change in the contribution ealculation scheme, the Commission found an adequate goiution to the
problem of non-payment of contributions, Unfortunately, the Madrid Protocol to implement this scheme has not yet
come about. )

128 The Delegate of Spain strongly supported an endorsement by STACEAD for the immediate entry into force
of the Madnid Protocol, by urging those countnes that have nat yet ratified, to do so as soon as possible. She further
noted that the budget proposed represented a zern incresse in real terms, but taking inta account the differeocs in
currency exchange, inflation and currency devaluation, consumer price index, etc., thase factors can adversely alfect
purchasing power, which must be compensated for in estimating the necessary budget. She reiterated the Chairman's
statement thal the SCRS is the heart of the Commission and that if the Commission requests that more- needs to be
carried out, mare financial resources are needad. The Commission'’s mandate to the SCRS often requires that inter-
sessional meetings be beld to carry out ali the scientific analyses.

12.9 The Delegate of Spain indicated that ber country could not suppart the proposal hy Canada to separate the
budget into twa segments, whereby carrying cut several scientific activities would he dependent on uncertzin fectors,
such as the receipt of funds. She noted thet if the budget only contzmplates tertain mestings, then the Committes
should study carefully the SCRS priorities. However, she stressed that the Commission’s obligation was (o evaluate
the stocks under its mandate, and thus such studies should be giver priority.

~ 12.10 The Delegate of France reiterated his country’s support for the budget proposed for 1996. He also agreed
with the Chairman's general anaiysis of the Commissions current situstion. He reiterated the importance of the 1996
ICCAT Symposium and nated that the regults of the Symposinm will be hensficial to the SCRS’s work. He urged
the Committes to accept the invitation to hold the next Commission meeting in San Sebastian, The Delegste of France
aiso strongly supported the comuments made by Spatn,

12,11 The Exeeutive Secretary commensed on the intervention of the Delegate of Canadu and sgreed, in general,
with bis analysis. As regards Canada’s sugpestion for a two-segment budget, one fixed and the other varizble, Dr.
Fernandez pointed out that the Commission's fixed expenses absorb a substantial part of the total budget (e.g. about
67 % of the total budget is aliocated for staff salaries and remunerations), and only shout 33% of the budgst would
be available for other varinbles. It was interasting to note that the debt owed to the Commission for 1995 unpaid
conlributions amounts to about 36% of the budget. In these circumstances, there would be very little margin for
‘flexibility in such a budget.
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. 2,12 The SCRS Chairman expressed concern about the 1996 budgetary implications of the SCRS proposals for
1996 Ha believed thal it was most important that all the mestings propased by the SCRS be covered by the budget.
While the proposed budpet does not include provision for three of the meetings requested by SCRS (GFCM/ICCAT,
Billfish, and Albacor:), he reiterated the importance of these to the scientific committee’s work. Therefore, he urged
the Committes to allocate sufficient funds for thess meetings as well.

12.13 The U,S. Delegate ageeed with the comments made by Canads. He pointed out that the increass in the
1996 budget (i.e. 154.7 million pesetas) 18 i reality 2 10% increase over 1995, if the total estimated expenditures
for 1995 (140.7 million pesetas) are considered. He believed that the shortfall of 14 million pesetas shonld be added
to our proposed budget of 154.7 million pesetas The Committee should consider a two-tiered structured budget. He
pointed out that the Staff Regulations and Rules inciude 2 number of requirements that are not takep into aceount,
such as the need for funds to cover the eventual repatriation expenses of certain staff members upon retirement, ete.
Thus, there is & potentmlly unidentified lisbslity that could ameunt to the hundreds of thousands of dﬂlls.rs ar about
10-15% of the hudget. This liability should be funded on an on-going basis, rather than on a one-time basis. The
Delegate of the U.5. also noted that future considecation should be given to these important points at the 1996
STACFAD meeting, particularly in view of the exptctcd entry into force of the Paris and Madrid Prutncc—ls which
n:u},ht require seme resiructuring of the Commls.smn & budget. The U.5. proposal on the budget is attﬂchcd a5
Appendm 2 to Annex §-4.

-
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Third Session - Navember 16, 1995
Item 12 (Cnntmued)

1'3 14 The Third Sessmn of STACFAD was openad by the Chmrmn.u who requested the Executwe Secrelary to
make a general summary of ths budget proposal. Dr. Femandez referred to-documents COM/9S/11. {the proposed
budget) and its Annex, which includes the proposals from the SCRS. He also referred to the revised catch/canning
tables distributed and the- 1996 contributions, baged on the basic budgel of 154.7 million pesetas, both of which.
include the United Kingdom. He provided information on the estimated costs for these SCRS proposals.

12.15 The Chairman’s then requested the member country delegations to express their finel position as regards
the 1996 proposed budget. The Delegate of South Africa supporied the basic budget proposal, which included a 5%
incresse over the 1995 total budget. Spain reiterated iis support of the basic budget and indicated their willingness .
to accept an exira increase in order to finance all the SCRS proposals. The Delegate of Portugal also accepted the
basic budget and supported financing of all SCRS activities in 1996, and congratulated the Executive Secretary for
the excellent manner in which he ndministered Commission funds, in spite of the sxtreme cash flow difficulties. The
Delegates of Russia, Japan, the United Kingdom, Korea, and Moracco also accepted the basic budget proposal,

12.16 The Delepate of Brazil indicated that his couniry can only support the basic budget, but would bave
difficulties for any further increasc.

- 12.17 The U.S. Delegate, while supparting the basic budget praposal, emphasized the important of replenishicg

the Working Capital Fund. He also stressed that with repard to travel, the Secretaript’s participation in JCCAT
meetings or those of its subsidiary bodies should have the highest priority, and parlicipation in other meetings be
authorized only if funds permit.
-+:12.18 The Executive Secretary clarified thai the proposed basic budget did not contemplate all the mestings.
proposed by the SCRS, since these propesals were made after the budget bad been distributed to the Contracting .
Parties. Howaver, the basic budget does teke ipto aceount partieipation in at Jeast three inter-sessional scientific
meetings, He indicated that in order to finance all the propesals for meetings made by SCRE, an estimated $11,600
would be needed aver the hasic hudget.

--.12.19 The Delegate of France indicated that while he could accept the bixigel proposal, he did not have.
instructions from his government this year to accepl any additional increase, including the hiring of o biostatistician..
He also congratulated the Executive Secretary on his high quality administration of the-Commission's funds.

12.20 The Deiegntq:_-cf Canada noted that his mandate was to accept & bodget similar to that of 1995, i... a

maximum 5 % increase aver 1995 expenses, Hawever, he indicated that he would be able to support the basic budget
of 154.7 miltion pesetas submitted to the Committee by the Executive Secretary, even though it actually represents
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a 10% increase over 1995 expenses. He reiterated his earlier comments on the need tp pnontlze budgetary items,
and that these items should include the scientific astivities proposed by the SCRS, belore ws,

12.21 The Delegate of Angola sympathized with the financial difficultzes of the Commission; but expressed some
rgservation on the proposad hudpet,

- 12.22 Dr. Fernandez expressed his appreciation to the Committee for the poodwill shown. He hoped 1o be ahle
during the year to make some savinps on the various budpet chapters and assuzed the Committee that he would do
his best to include the SCRS activities within the basic budget. He stressed. the need for early receipt of the 1986
contributions 1o assure adequate cash flow. He requested the Committee to trunsmit this message to their respective
anthorities, - :

12,23 The Executive Secretary also thanked, in particular, France and Portugal for their strong support and kind
compliments regarding the Secratariat's administration of funds in spite of the problems with income.

12.24 The Delegute of Spuin usked for some clarification about the re-shuffling of budgetary funds between the
different chapters and asked for specifics about which chapters would be increased and which would be decreased,
as well as the pﬂﬂﬂﬂbb thut were being assigned to SCRS activities, based on this concept. '

12.25 Dir. Pernandez responded that his interpretation of the debates today wes thai there was a general
consensus for the official basic budpet of 134.7 million pesetas, but that one Contracting Party, Angols, had
expressed some reservation. He also noted since that thers was no general ngreement on Annex 1 to the budget (i.e.
the extra options), these cannot be considered in their entirety in the budget agreed.

12.26 He further indicated that with some internal adjustments, the travel for ICCAT SCRS inter-sessional
meetings could be financed. He provided the example of chapter {8.6) port sampling, which has an allacation of 1,9
million pesetas, and for which the full amount would mest likely not be needed far such sampling. Such re-zllocation
could be applied for travel to the Canary Lslands to investigate some data problems there, Furthermore, if no
important matters arise that required his participation at a H.N., CCSBET or FAO meetmg, those funds in Chaptar
2 could be applied to SCRS proposed activities. -

12.27 The Delepate of Spain thanked the Executive Secretary for his clanﬁcatmns and stresged the menrtance
of reaching an dgre.emunl on the prianties within the budgel.

12.28 The Chairman stated that the main prierities of the Commission are its scientific achivilies and he asked
the SCRS Chairman to prioritize the inter-sessional meetings proposed at the 1995 SCRS Mueeting. -

12.29 The Delepute of Canuds expressed his trust that the Executive Secretary’s will sdministrate the budget.in
the most efficient way, and in accordance with STACFAD's advice, assign the seientific activities as priority items,
which will prove beneficial to fisheries science. Ay an example, he indicated that ICCAT participation io the
ceremonial signing of the U.N. egreement was not 2 priernty item, and had no scientific benefit to ICCAT,

12.30 Dr. Suzuki reiterated the fundamental importance of all the inter-sessional meatmgs proposed by the SCRS
and the presence of the Assistant Executive Secretary at ali of these meetings, hecause of his in-depth knowledge of
the tuna fisheries. He indicated that without such presence at these meetings, the scientists’ work is-severely
hampered. He indicated that enhanced publications and translations of the SCRS reports were second priority items.

12.31 The Executive Secrelary pointed out that the two basic questions were the basic budget just adopted and
all the wdditional setivities requested but which have not been adopted, He indicated thét prioritizing should be done
by the Comnuttes, He alse reiterated that unless sufficient funds are received in a timely manner, then he could not
guarantee carrying out all the proposed activities.

12,32 The Delegate of Spain indicated that the amount of money rr;qulwd to fulfill afl the SCRS pmpmed
getivities was minimal in-comparison to the rest of the activities of this Commission,

12.33 After all these discussions, the Committee considered the basic budget of 134,716,000 pesetas as adopted
for 1996 (attached as Table 1), as well as the correspanding member country coatributions for 1996 {attached as
Table 3.
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Fourth Session - November 17, 1995 _ S o
Item 11. (Continued),

11.10 As requested at the previous session, the SCRS Chairman responded to the prioritization of the SCRS
activities proposed for 1996. Dr, Suzki emphusized that all the inter-sessionsl meetings proposed by SCRS were
of considerablu imporiant to the Commission’s wversll scientific work. He referred to the tentative meeting schedule
distributed eaclier to the Committee and uoted that it indicated the priorities which the SCRS had tentatively assipnad
ta these meetings. He indicate that there were four groups of mesting, in order of priomity: {1), the GFCM/ICCAT
meeting, related to the by-catch and BFT and Shark Working Group mestings; (2) the billfish and BYP larval
me.etmg (3) the albacore meeting; and (4) the Sympositm.

11 11 The Executwe Secretary nntad that he had discussed the inter-sessiopal meatings with the SCRS Chairman
and 1t was understood that all these mestings, except the Tuna Sympostum, conld be accommodated for with the
available resources. He noted that one diffienity could be with the albacore mesting in Taipei, but that the Taiwanese
authorities had indicated they would contribute to the expenses of a member of ths Secretariat to attend this mesting.
Dr. Fernandez also stated that he would not be doing any traveling in 1996 to be chargcd to the 1996 Budget, tp
assure that sufficient funds are available for the scientific meetings, and he emphasized that [hese accommodations
could all be covered hy the proposed basic budget of 154.7 million pesetas.

11.12 The Délegﬁte .of Spain congratulated the Executive Secretary for all hi-s efforts in assﬂring that the SCRS
proposals are satisfied inasmuch as possible, and for the sacrifices involved as it affects him most directly. Hs also
stressed the importunce of all the Contracting Parties paying their contributions us early in the year as possible.

Iiem I.‘ZI.-.,(Cnntinueg:_l}--_. Ca

12, 34 The Chmrmﬂ.n reiterated the adoption of 1996 bnd;_.,ul amuuntmg to 154 ?Iﬁ aoo (Tdble 1) pesetas and

the corresponding country contributions (Table 3), based on the 1993 catch und canniny figures (Table 2}, all of
which inclnde the United Kingdom.
12.35 The Executive Sceretary then reminded the Committes of the need to formaly adapt the budget for the
second half of the 15996-1997 hiennial period, even though the 1987 budget would be considered provisional and
subjeet to thorough review and discussion at the 1996 meeting. He referred the Committes to Table 1 of the basic
budget proposal, which shows the 1997 budget, broken down hy budget chapters. He indicated that this tota] budget,
which was distributed well in advance of the meeting, amounted to 162,452,000 pesetas (r 5% across-the board
increase over the 1996 budget),

12.36 Some discussion ensued on. the total budpget figure for 1997, but & consensus was, reached among the
countries, to adopt the 1997 budget (see Table 1) and contributions {attached as Table 4} as proposed by the
Executive Secretary on a provisional basis, to be re-discussed at the next Commission Meeting.

_14. Staff Repulations and Rules

14.1 The Execntive Secretary summarized the background of this item for the Committee. He indicated that the
new Staff Regulations and Rules were adopted provisionally for one year at the 1954 Meeting, with the exception
of Article 33 (Retirement). The Delegates were asked to present any comments andfor sngpestions dunng, the course
pf the year, but none were received. i

14.2 The U.8. Delegation proposed a text for the wording of Article 33. The Commitice reviewed the 1.8,
proposal, which was unanimousty approved by the Committes (attached as Appendix 3 to Apnex 6-4). With this
meodification to Article 33, the revised Staff Regulations and Rules were considered adopted. The Executive Secretary
thanked the Committee for its generasity,

T
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15. Other financial and administrative matters. Observer fees

15.1 The U.S. Delegation, which had presented a proposul for the review of the Committee regarding the
observer fees currently in effect (attached as Appendix 4 t¢ Annex 6-4}, provided some background on this proposal
to the Committee, He indicated that the U.S, had specifically requested the addition of this item to the 1995 Agenda.
He noted that the 1J.8. State Department had carried out an independent study an the ohserver fze policy in other
international fisheries organizations, and peinted cut that only one other organization, the international Whaling
Commission, charged an observer fes. He stressed that the high TCCAT observer fee might be interpreted as some
lack of transparency of our organization. He recognized there are costs involved, but that the observer foe should
be reduced considerably. He pointed out that the U.S. proposel was not intended to restructurs the whole abserver
'issue, but only focused on the fee question, not to eliminate it, but ta reduce it to §500.

15.2 The Executive Secretury pointed out that the Observer Guidelines were adopted at the 1993 Meeting, as
a result of 2 working group in which the U.S. had participated, and which was set up to study this matter in depth.
To srrive st the final figures of' $2,000, the total cost for anoual mestings (1., 12 million pesetas) was divided among
the mimber of Contracting Parties [at that time 22). The resulting amount came to about $4,000, which the group
considered excessive and in a spirit of compromise, decided to reduce it by 50%, or §2,000.

13.3 Dr. Fernandez, in view of information he had, indicated that several organizations charge observer fees,
such as the IWC (5650), ICES ($955). CITES ($500: $250 for participation and $250 for documents). He alsc
pointed that since 18988, ICCAT has been charging an observer fes, which was asscssed at §1,000.

15.4 The Delegate of France was strongly opposed to the idea that the principle of the §2,000 observer fee was
considered a restrictive measure. A restrictive measure was literally closing the door to observers. The French
delegation was not in favar of reducing the current observer fee at this time, particularly in view of the financial
restraints which the Commission faces.

15.5 The U.5. Delegute appreciated the comments from the ather delegations present and reiterated that the
$2,000 observer fee way excessive. He indicated that perhaps [CCAT should earry out an in-depth independent study
on this issae.

15.6 The Delepate of South Africe asked the Executive Secretary if he could determine the real cost per
participant. He stated that, in view of the Commission’s financial difficulties, increases in meeting costs should be
studied, He felt that observer participation was important and valuable ta [ICCAT’s wark, but any observer fee shonld
adeguately cover the real cost of such participation.

15.7 The Executive Secretary responded to South Africa's inquiry and informed the Committee that considenng
a total meeting cost for meetings of 12.6 million pesetas and an average of 180 participasts (SCRS and Commission
Meelings) the per capita cost would smount to about 70,000 pesetas ($547). Since the observer fues is based an the
cost per 2ach two-member delepation, the estimated cost would then be about $1,100.

15.8 The Delegate of Japan supported the comments made by the French delegation.

15.9 The Delegate of South Africa suggested an amendment to the U.S, proposal, i.¢. reducing the observer fee
ta $1,000.

15.10 The Chairman summarized that there were three proposals before the Committee conceming observer fees:
mainluin the $2,000 fees, reduce to $1,000, and reduce the fee to $500. To expedite the discussion, he requested the
delegates’ Bnal position on this matter. :

15.11 Spain apreed, at least for the time being, to maintain the $2,000 observer fee. The Delegate of Russia
expressed reservation, pending further consultations. Japsn, Portugal, UK., Brazil, Korea, Uruguay, France, Canada
and Angola all supported maintaining the $2,000 observer fee at this time, but agreed that the matter should be
studied further af the 1996 mesting.

15.12 The Chairmun concluded thal (he $2,000 ohserver fee would be maintained for the tims being and that
this matter would be studicd at the next meeting.
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16, Date and place of the next meeting of STACFAD

16.1 The Committee will meet at the same tlme and pIace as the. 1996 Cumn:nssmn meetmg

i7. Election of Chairman of STACFAD
17.1 The Delegate of South Africa congrdmlﬂte.d Dr. Lima, the Achng Chanman of STACFAD far the exc:cllent

"Wa}' be hendled these difficult discussions, At the same time, he nominated Dr. Lima for the Cheirmanship. of
STACFAD.

17.2 Dr. Lima's nomination was supported unanimously by the Committee and many delegations also expressed

their appreciation and congratlations to him for his efficient chairing of the Committee's meetings and looked
forward to working closely with him at the 1596 STACFAD meeting.

1B. Adoption of Report.

t

18.1 The text of the 1995 STACFAD Rt:pbrl was adopted threugh correspondence at a later tima.

19, AQinufnmént

~ 18.1 The 1595 Meeting of STACFAD was adjourned.
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Table 1. Basic Budget adopted for the 1996-1997 Biennial Pericd (1000 Pts.)

Basic Budge:
Adopted for 1996

Basic  Budget
Adopted for 1997

1995
Cha pters T Budget {Pts.) % Var. over 1995 (Pts.) % Var. over 1996
1. Salaries 79,500 85,805 7.9% 90,095 5.0%
2. Travel : 4316 4,316 0.0% (a) 4,532 5.0%
3. Commission Meeting S 6,193 8,193 323% (b) - 8,603 3.0%
4. Publicalions S 3,647 . 3,829 5.0% 4,020 5.0%
5. Office Equipment 850 893 5.1% 938 3.0%
6. Operating Expenses - 11,394 12,192 7.0% (c) 12,802 3.0%
7. Miscellaneous 1,395 1,465 5.0% 1,538 5.0%
Sub-total 1-7 107,295 116,693 8.8% 122,528 5.0%
8. Coordination of Research
a) Salaries 18,079 18,548 2.6% 19,475 5.0%
b} Travel to improve siatistics 1,239 1,301 50% - 1,366 5.0%
c) Port Sampling ’ 1,823 1,914 5.0% 2,010 5.0%
d) Biostatistical Work 2,508 2,634 5.0% (d) 2,766 5.0%
¢) Electronic Equipment 1,823 © 1,914 5.0% 2,010 5.0%
f) Data Processing 4,584 2,600 -43.3% (&) 2,730 5.0%
g) Scientific meelings (incl. SCRS) 7,060 7,413 5.0% 7,784 5.0%
k) Miscellaneous 668 659 4.6% 734 5.0%
Sub-total 8 o 37,784 37,023 : -2.0% 38,874 5.0%
9. Contingencies 2202 1,000 O 546% 1,050 5.0%
TOTAL - 147,281 154,716 5.0% 162,452 5.0%

(a) Although there is no "home leave” in 1996, pravision for possible additional travel (Symposium, CCBST, UN, FAQ, eic.) has been included.
(b) lncrement is due to the two addilional meeling days (+40%) for the 1996 Commission meeling. .

(¢) The change in the Commission headquartersthas resulted in an increase in communication and maintenance costs.

(d) Includes an outside contract for biostatistical work. _ )

(2) Includes annual cost for leasing and maintenance of new computer (see item 1.8, section 8F),



Table 2. Catch and Canning Figures of Member Countries (in MT)

* From Statistical Bulletin.
** Secrelariat estimates.

. *** Only partial data are available,

159099

(2) Landiags from Alrican transshipment ports are not added.

(p) Preliminary data.

(+) Total TASKI catch for 1994 = 5837 MT.

1 1992 1993 1994
Countries " |Caich " Canning Total = {Catch Canning Total Catch Canning Total
Angola 500t 199+ 699 452 ' * 180 ** 632 282 (p) 282
Brasil. 29251 * 2173 ** 31424 | 31981 * 2376 ** 34357 | 33064 (p) 33064
Canada 2086 0 2086 | 2906 0 2906 | 2265 0 2265
~ Cap Vert 3072 * 3072 3190 * 3190 | 1697 (p)
" Cote d'Ivoire 11286 * 1400 12686 154 * 1400 ** 1554 0
Espana 160356 * 44920 205276 | 164414 41300 205714 | 142068 (p) 142068
* France 72900 * 20395 ** 93295 | 100028 * 27985 ** 128013 | 96907 (p) 96907
Gabon 0 0 0 18 0 18 360 0
Ghama 47197 128 47325 | 41296 128 ** 41424 | 37969 37969
Guinea Ecuatorial 360 * 360 390 * 390
Guinee, Rep. de 0 o 0 0 0 330 0
Japan o 52325 0 52325 | 53359 0 53359 | 55366 (p)
Korea 1866 0 ** 1866 785 0 ** 785 | 1805 1805
Maroc 4525 (a) 189 4714 | 2837 (a) 0 2837 | 3635 (4) 0 3635
Portugal 16348 13346 29694 | 19936 12632 32568 | 14274 (p) 15427 29701
Russia 4748 * 27 %t 4775 | 3299 19 *+ 3318 | 3668 (p)
S.Tome & Principe 554 354 338 338 0
South Africa 6495 28 6523 | 7194 31 *+ 7225 | 5615 5615
U.K. 201 g 201 539 0 539 548 (i 548
US.A. 28278 56351 84629 | 27283 55069 82352 [ 20581 45477 75058
" Uruguay 374 8 382 357 - 0 ** 357 283 283
Venezuela 33228 19935 53163 | 44172 26501 ** 70673 | 42632 10454 53086
Total = 475950 635049 | 504928 167620 672548 | 472349 71358 543707



Table 3. Member country contributions to the 1996 Commission Budget

(as of November 17, 1995)  Based on 1993 figures
‘ Total Budget (Convertible Pesetas) = 154,716,000

Coiwntry Panels Panel " Catch Canning Fee Panel Panel Total
# % “MT - MT MT %% Conv. Pts Conv. Pis Conv. Pis Comv. Ps Conv. Pts

(A} (B) (C) (D) (E) (F} (G} (H) (1) (/) (K)

Angola 2 4.688 452 180 632 0.094 128,000 256,600 2,289,438 91,843 2,765,280
Brasil 2 4.688 31,981 2,376 34,357 5.108 128,000 256,000 2,289,438 4,990,073 7,663,510
Canada 3 6.250 2,906 0 2,906 0.432 128,000 384,000 3,052,583 422,075 3,986,658
Cap Vert 1 3.125 3,190 0 3,190 0.474 128,000 128,000 1,926,292 463,324 2,245,616
Cote d’Ivoire 1 3.125 154 1,400 1,554 0.231 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 225,707 2,007,999
Espana 4 7.813 164,414 41,300 205,714 30.587 128,000 512,000 3,815,729 29,878,442 34,334,171
France 3 6.250 100,028 27,985 128,013 19.034 128,000 384,000 3,052,583 18,592,880 22,157,463
Gabon 1 3.125 18 0 18 0.003 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 2,614 1,784,906
Ghana 1 3.125 41,296 128 41,424 6.159 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 6,016,531 7,798,822
Guinea Ecuatorial 0 1.563 390 0 390 0.058 128,000 0 763,146 56,645 941,790
Guinee, Rep. de 0 1.563 0 0 0 0.000 128,000 0 763,146 0 891,146
Japan 4 7.813 53,359 0 53,359 7.934 128,000 512,600 3,815,729 7,750,001 12,205,731
Korea 3 6.250 785 0 785 0.117 128,000 384,000 3,052,583 114,015 3,678,599
Maroc 2 4.688 2,837 0 2,837 0.422 128,000 256,000 2,289,438 412,053 3,085,491
Portugat 3 6.250 19,936 12,632 32,368 4.842 128,000 384,000 3,052,583 4,730,262 8,294,845
Russia 1 3.125 3,299 19 3,318 0.493 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 481,867 2,264,159
S.Tome & Principe 1 3.125 338 0 338 0.050 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 49,092 1,831,384
South Africa 1 3.125 7,194 31 7,225 1.074 128,000 128,000 1,526,292 1,049,380 2,831,672
UK 3 6.250 539 0 539 0.080 128,000 384,000 3,052,583 78,286 3,642,869
U.S.A. 4 7.813 27,283 55,069 82,352 12.245 128,000 512,000 3,815,729 11,961,021 16,416,750
Uruguay 0 1.563 357 0 357 0.053 128,000 0 763,146 51,852 942,997
Venezuela 2 4.688 44,172 26,501 70,673 10.508 128,000 256,000 2,289,438 10,264,704 12,938,142
Total 42 100 504,928 167,620 672,548 100 2,816,000 5,376,000 48,841,333 97,682,667 154,716,000

A: Panel membership.

B: % annual and panel membership {G+H).
C: Cateh (live weight).

D: Canned production {net weight).

E: Total (C+D).

F: Percentage distribution of E.

G: Pesetas equivalent to $1000 annual membership fee (at the time of caleulation).

H: Pesetas equivalent to $1000 for each panel membership {at the time of calculstion).

I: 1/3 of (Total less G +H) distributed according th cal. B %a.
I: 2/3 of (Total less G+H) distributed according to col. F %.

K: Total (G+H+I+1)



Tat?l,e_ 4. Member country contributions to the 1997 Commission Budget

(as of November 17, 1995)

Based on 1993 figures

A: Panel membership.

B: % annual and panel membership (G+H)

C: Catch (live weight).

D: Canned production {net welght).’
" E: Total (C+D)s -

F: Percentage distribution of E.

G: Pesetas equivalent to 31000 annual membership [ee (at the time of calculation).

H: Ptsetas equivalent to $1000 for ench panel membcrshlp (at the time of Ca]l:LlLlllDl'l)

* 1:1/3 of {Total less G +H) distributed according to col. B %.
1:3f30f (Total less G+H) dlstnbuted accordlng io col F 5.

K: Total (G+H+I+Y

T o _ Total Budget (Convertiblz Pesetas) = 162,452,000

Country = Panels  Panel Catch Canning Fee Panel Panel Total
o # % - MT- U MT MT %  Conv.Pts  Conv. Pts Conv. Pts Conv. Pts Conv. Pts

(A} (B) _({€) (D) (E) (F} (G) (H) (1) (/) (K)

Angola L2 4.688 452 180 632 0.054 128,000 256,000 2,410,313 96,692 2,891,004
Brasil, 3 4.688 31,981 2,376 34,357 5.108 128,000 256,000 2,410,313 5,253,533 8,047,845
Canada . 3 6.250 2,906 0 2,906 0.432 128,000 384,000 3,213,750 444,359 4,170,109
Cap Vert _ 1 3.125 3,190 0 3,190 0.474 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 487,786 2,350,661
"Cote d’Ivoire 1 3125 154 1400 1,554 0231 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 237,624 2,100,499
Espana 4 7813.. 164414 41300 205,714~ 30.587 128,000 512,000  -4,017,188  31,455928 36,113,116
France 3 6.250 100,028 27,985 128,013 15.034 - 128,000 384,000 73,213,750 19, 574 525 23,300,275
Gabon 1 3.125 18 0 18 0.003 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 - 2,752 1,865,627
Ghana 1 3.125 41,296 128 41,424 6.159 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 6,334,184 8,197,059
Guinea Ecuatorial 1] 1.563 390 0 330 0.058 128,000 0 : 803,438 59,635 _ 991,073
Guince, Rep. de g0 1563 0 .0 0 0000 128000 0 803,438 0 931,438
Japan ' 4 7.813 53,359 0 53,339 7.934 128,000 512,000 4,017,188 8,159,177 12,816,364
Korea 3 6.250 785 0 - 785 0417 128,300 384,000 3,213,750 120,035 3,845,785
Maroc 2 436_83 2,837 0 2,837 0.422 128,000 256,000 2,410,313 433, 808 3,228,121
Portugal 3 6.250 19,936 12,632 32,568 4.842 128,000 384,000 3,213,750 4,980,005 8,705,755
Russia 1 3.125 3,299 19 3,318 0.493 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 507,308 2,370,183
S.Tome & Principe 1 3.125 338 0 7338 0.050 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 51,684 1,914,559
South Africa . 1 3.125 7,194 31 7,225 1.074 128,000 128,000 1,606,875 1,104,784 2,967,659
UK. . 3 6.250 '539 0 539 0.080 128,000 384,000 3,213,750 82,419 3,808,169
US.A. 4 7.813 -27,283 55,069 82,352 12.245 128,000 512,000 4,017,188 12,592,525 17,249,712
Uruguay 0 1.563 357 0 357 +(:033 128,000 -0 .- 803,438 54,589 . 986,027
Venezuela 2 4.688 44,172 26,501 70,673 .10.508 128,000 256,000 2,410,313 10,806,648 13,600,960
Total 42 1400 504,928 167,620 672,548 . 100 2,816,000 5,376,000 51,420,000 102,840,000 162,452,000
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STACFAD APPENDICES

Appendix 1 ro Annex 6-4

STACFAD AGENDA

Opening of the meeting
Adoption of Agends
Nomination of Rapporteur
Administrative Report {1895 pctivitiss)

- Auditor’s Report - 1994

- Financial status of the 2nd half of the b:anmal budget - 1995
Contributions pending payment from the Contracting Parties
Status of the Working Capital Fund
Financia! status of the Afbacore Research Program
Financial status of the Program of Enhanced Research for Billfish
Budgetary implications of 1996 Commission activities:

— TResearch and statistics

—  Imler-sessionsl meetingsy

— ICCAT Tuna Symposium

— Publications

-~  Next mesting of the Commission
--  Qthers

Proposal of the biennial hudget for 1996-1067

Contributions of the Confrecting Parties to the 1996 budget

Staff Repulations and Rules o

Otber financizl and administrative matters. Observer fees

Date and place of the next meeting of STACFAD
‘Election of the Chutrman of STACFAD

Adoption of Report

Adjuurnment

e - Appendix 2 ro Annex 64

11.S. PROPOSAL ON BUDGET

. Develop the FY 96 payment schedule based on the 154.7 M budget, plus an additional 14,1 M contribution,

theoratically to restore the Working Capita! Fund to 15% of the budget, i.e. 23 M.

Authorize expenditures at o straight-line budgst of budget of 140 M.

: If cootribistions are received in FY 96, from countries which did not contribute in FY 95, then the authorized

expendituce level is increased to a totnl of 147 M or the equivalent of the increased tontributions, whichever is
less. In other words, the first 7 M available above 140 M would fund program requirements.

If the total of the Working Capital Fund and FY 96 contributions exceed 147 M, the next 23 M should go to

. testoring the, Working Capital Fund.

LA

If the Working Capital Fund is restores to 23 M, authorize expenditures up to the tully spproved budget of 154
M.

. Additionel contributions beyond the 154 M would become part of the Working Capital Fund for unfunded

liabilities.

. STACFAD should task the Executive Secrelary with reporting on unfunded )iabilities at the next Commission

meeting.

. STACFAD should postpone developing a more structure respense until the next meeting, at which time we will

have a better idea af the funding reguirsments and the potential income based on the Madrid and Paris Profocols,
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Appendix 3 10 Annex 4-4

U.S. PROPOSAL ON STATF RULES

Mandatory retirement age of 62 yesrs 15 In dccordance with the FAQ regulations, Thers is ne reason (o chenge
this age, since everything else is according to the FAO regulations.

In application of this article, spectal consideration should be given to staff hired before 1993, since they were
contracted under the old Staff Rules, which defined no mandatory retirement age. The special consideration will be
exemption for three years. This excmption shall be written into the Staff Rules, as follows:

The following sentence should be added &t the end of paragraph 33.1 of the revised Staff Rules:

*Staff members hired before 1993 shall be exempt from the mandatory retirement provision for a periad of
three years from the final effective date of the revised Staff Rules."

Appe::di;f:%r' 10 Annex 6-4

PROPOSAL BY THE UNITED STATES ..
ON AN AMENDMENT OF THE GUIDELINES AND. CRITERIA
FOR GRANTING OBSERVER STATUS AT ICCAT MEETINGS
-} I . . I . .
RECOGNIZING the increasing trend towards transparency in the operations of internationul organizations, as

reflected in Chapter 17, Agenda 21, of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Developmant (Rln dl:
Janeiro, 1992);

NOTING that Article 12, paragraph 2, of the United Nations Agrecment for the Implementation of the Provisions
of the United Natiops Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 Relating to the Conservation and
Management of Straddling Fisk Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks, upon entry into foree, will require sub-
regional and regional fishery organizations and. arrangements to epact procedures with respect to the participants of
non-governmental obscrvers that are "not unduly restrictive”;

AWARE thal existing suh;regional and regianal fishery and fishory-related organizations and arrangements, with
the exception of the International Whaling Commission, do not levy observer fees; '

RECALLING that at its Sixth Special Meeting (Madrid, 1988) the Commission revised the Guidelines and
Criterin for Granting Observer Status at ICCAT Meetings, and imposecl a 52,000 fes for observers from non-
governmental organizations; : :

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION
OF ATLANTIC TIINAS (ICCAT) RESOLVES THAT:

Article 6 of the Guidelines for Granting Observer Status at {CCAT Mestings is amended to replacs the term "$2000"
with the term "$500" wherever it appears.
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ANNEX 6-5

REPORT OF THE FOURTH MEETING OF THE
PERMANENT WORKING GROUP FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF
ICCAT STATISTICS AND CONSERVATION MEASURES (PWG)
(Madrid, November, 1995)

1. Qpening of the Meeting

1.1 The Fourth Meeting of the PWG was opened by the Chairman, Mr. Brian Hallman (U.5.A). The Chairman
noted the member countries in attendance. They included: Canada, France, the United States, Korea, Portugal, Japan,
Russia, Spain, and South Africa. Observers present inciuded the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission, Taiwan,
and the European Union.

2. Election of Rapporteur

3.1 Ms, Kim Blankenbeker {United States) sarved ss rapporteur.

3. Adoption of Agenda

3.1 The Agenda was adopted without changes and is attached as Appendix I to Annex 6-5.

4, Review of the implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program {BTSD)
a. Secvatariar Actions |

4.1 The Assistant Executive Secretary, Dr. Miyake, reported that the Secretariat had prepared two documents
relevant to this agenda item, COM/95/31 and COM/95/32.

4.2 Document COM/95/32 reviews progress made and actions taken since the last PWG mesting. At the last
PWG meeting, a resolution was adopted concerning the interpretation and application of ths BTSD program. The
resolution made clarifications to various aspects of the program, such #s applicgtion (i.e., the program is o be used
for northern bluefin tuna in the Atlantic and Pacific) and definition of waiver. This resolution was sent to all countries
with a history of exporting northem bluefin tupa 1o ICCAT Contracting Parties. . o

4,3 Mexico had insisted that ICCAT grant it a waiver of the Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document, arguing that it
has -observers on its tuna boats. Afler receipt of this interpretive resclution, Mexico notified ICCAT of the
government agencies to be used to validate the BTSD when Mexico exports bluefin tuna to sny Contracting Party.
New Zealand had also requested a document waiver when it exports bluefin tuna hecause of the extrsme difficulty
in distinguishing northern bluefin tuna from southem bluefin tuna, which is the major component of the New Zealand
catch. Tn addition, New Zealand argued that it catches and exports northern bluefin tuna only un very rare occasions
and mixed in packages primarily containing southern bluefin tuna. At the last PWG meeting, it was decided that no
waiver of the BTSD reguirement would be given and New Zealand was informed as such. New Zealand agatn
requested special consideration of its circumstances. The letter muking this request is attached to ICCAT document
COM!QS:’BZ

4.4 The PWG had recommended that countries that :mpart bluefin tuna submit a biannual report wlth surnmaries
of imports. Two reports were received from Japan, covering the later half of 1993, all of 1994 and the first half of
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1995. These reports were eircnlated fo the Contracting Parties. The Secretariat also received a summary of imports
te Koree for the firsst half of 1995, which was attached to COM/95/32. This report was nut circulated previously
since it was just received from Korea.

4,5 In 1993 and 1994, the Secratariat senf out @ guestionnaire (o all countries that have a history of exporting
bluefin tuna to ICCAT Contracting Parties requesting the names of those authonzed to validate the documents for
export purposes. The responses 1o the questionnaire are summarized in Tables 1 (Contracting Parties} and 2 {(non-
Contracting Parties) of COM/95/32. Differcnt tables were used because Contracting Parties may allow government
authorities or un authorized non-government entity to validate the dacument, but non-Contracting Parties may only
have validation performed. by. government authorities. -

4.6 Informztion on official seals nsed by v-&lidaﬁng agencies was sent to present importers; however, there has
been a proklem in that the seals provided to ICCAT at times do not match the seals used to validate the BTSD, The
Secretariat has netified countries of this discrepancy.

4.7 The Secrelariat also presented ICCAT document COM/95/31, which provided an analysis of the comparison.
of i.mpurl dala with catch data.

4.8 T]lE: Assistant Execntive Secretmy nuted that since the start of the BTSD.pmgram, HIL mcreased number of.
countries are providing more accurate.data, In fact, some countries (bath Contracting and non- Cont:racl:;ng Parties)
that never prowded data in the past are now doing so. This notahle 1mpruvement in repurtmg statistics ijlustyates; that
there is merit in the program. More countries are now showing genuine interest in lesrning ahout bluefin tuna
regulations and in providing accurate data, particularly as the possibility of trade sanctions now exists. The Secretariat
has received several inquiries over the year regarding bluefin tuna recommendations, which. is.an indicator, of tire-
effectiveness of the RTSD program.

4.9 ICCAT document COM/95/31 summarized Japan 5 rapnr!mg of kluefin tuna 1mports by country of ori Ein,
as compared with reported landings. Of note are the negative figures in Table 2 of COM/95/31, which show &
disparity in tota] reported catches and total imports of hluefin tuna by Japan for some countries., However, it was
noted that bluefin tuna that may have been caught in 1993 could then have been exparted in 1994 and that this could
account for some of the differences in these figures. In uddition, some fishing vessels, especially those of EU
countries, can unload their catches in foreign ports of EU countries; thus, it is possible that bluefin tuna may have
been expm'ted froma forelgn part to Japan and repurted as pnrt af the catch of the wrong country,

4.10 Infnrmatmn re&,urdmg the month when calches taks place s nut Vtsry well known, but some Conlracu:zg
Parties export bluefin tuna from the Mediterransen area, the catches of which are made by longline vessels, There
is a suspicion that some of this eatch is taking place during the closed season (June\luly), Also, the data derived from
the BTSD program are pointing out that some countries that have no reported vessels ﬁshmg for bluefin tuna catches
are showing exports of bluefin tuna to Japan. R sl '

r-

C b lerr&efmg Pany actions .
4 11 Thu Spcuush Delagate nnted t.hat the 1994 Spanisk catches of bluuh.u (una that were rapnrted to ICCAT.
amount to 5,873 MT and that this figure was provided to ICCAT at the 1995 SCRS meeting, This correction, which
included data through September 30, 1995, was nat included in document COM/95/31.
4.12 The: Spanish Delegate agreed that the BTSD Program was working well in its early stages; however, .
regardm}_., 1994 exports attributed to Spain, he noted that there should he some clarification of the discrepancy
hetween Spain's reparted bluefin catches and import data. First, the net. weight of the Spanish bluefin catches and
imports Japan coincide,. with a margin of difference of about 1.95 %, which is almost insignificant. Considering the
import data. pl’(}\‘ldt‘-d by Japan, the margin of error is about 2 %. The Spanish Delegate stated that Spain was working
on-this problem in order-to-find the reasons for these discrepancies and that Spain recently had submutted a document
ta-the Secretariat based on these data. The Spanish delegation cffered to provide morte capies to PWG members if
needed. .

4.13 The Spanish delegate pointed out that the coefficient factor used by Japan to convert net weight fo live

weight changes Spanish exports to Japan to 9,483 MT. It was noted that Japan included not only the. four original
product forms pravided by the BTSD Program but also others, such as belly meat, in which a conversion qnefﬁ_m_eqt
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of 12.5 is used and that this conversion factor changes data significantly. The Spanish Delegate stated that Japan's
conversion coefficient is too high and accounts for the big difference in the data. The Spanish Delegation provided .
4 tahle comparing the data on net weight and live weight of bluefin tuna. The Delegate stressed {hat these calculations
nsed the conversion factors found in the ICCAT "Field Manual" and gave a more balanced resnlt. It was also noted
that there is a domestic market in Spain for bluefin tuna. The Spanish Delegate asked that the Secretariat and Japun
clarify the establishment and use of 12.5 as a conversion factor.

4,14 The Assistant Executive Secretary stated that determining an appropriate conversion factor is very difficult -
and very technical and should be addressed. He then questioned if French purse seiners caught 11,800 MT of bluefin
turia in the Meditérranean in 1954 and exported only S00MT. He noted that thers were many Japanase freszer boals
in the area and that they hotght a large number of fish. He stated that he understood that EU countries have no
restrictions regarding unloading at other EU ports and that same Iapanese freczer vessels were sitting in Spanish and
other EU poris buying and exporting French bluefin tuna. - :

© 4.15 The Delegate of Fiarice stated that he could hot enlighten the PWG on the transshipment point but could
gencrally comment that this figire of 11,800 MT raised other questions and yesuited from an assessment carried out
by the French Scientific Institute. He stated that the figure was an estimate based on extrapolations. There was -
considerable gap between catch figures and estimated catches, and France was stili endeavoring fo clarify how such
an estimate was reached, The catch information France has on the 1994 fishing season shows that France caught
between 8,000 and 8,200 MT i the area but that it will take some time to determine the finel figures. The Delegate
noted that there was no increase in nominal effort in 1994, but there was a real increase in effective affort (e.g.,
longer fishing season) and that other factors could be involved in what appears to be an exceptional harvest year for
France, While 11,800 MT would be a record cateh for France, the Delegate of France stressed the need to be
caifious. He nated that the 11,800 MT is not the final figure transmitted from the Freach authorities.

4.16 The French Delegate agreed with the Sscretariat that the import figure reported by Jepan is extremsly low
{i.e. 500 M'T), and probably not accurate. He inguired as to the source of the upparent dysfunction. -

4.17 The Delegate of Japan pave a general summary of the BTSD Program results. He noted that the Program
had heen in effect since Septomber, 1993, for frozen products and since June, 1994, for fresh and chilled bluefin tona
products. Tn 1994, 33% (1,007 of 3,080) of the bluefn tuna statistical documents callected were validated by non-
Contracting Parties. In 1995, up to 30 June, 3,402 documents were callected und of these 2,026 were validuted by
non-Contracting Purties (or 56% aof the total). By weight, in 1994, 3,775 MT of 16,473 MT (or 23% of the tatal)
and in 1995, up to Jupe 30, 2,182 MT of 4,625 MT (or 47% of the fotal) were imported from non-Contracting
Parties. The Delepate of Japan offered to provide a written summary of the sbove information to the Secretariat and
his offer was accepied,

4,18 Regarding non-Contracting Party activities, the Delepate of Japan noted the following:

Belize: In 1994, 145 MT of bluefin tuna was jmported by Japan from Belize for the first ime. It was canght
by one longline vessel in the Mediterranean. In September 1993, 400 MT of bluefin tuna caught by two longline
vessels in the Mediterrsoean was imparted. All of the shipments were accompanied by a BTSD that wer validated
by officiels of the Belize povernment; however, Belize had not provided validation information to ICCAT, Therefore,
Japan contacted Belize bilaterslly, received assurance that the documents were valid, accepted the shipments, and
informad Belize of the need to notify ICCAT of authorized validating agencies. -

Honduras: In 1593, 104 MT of bluefic tuna were imported to Japan, but Honduran officials indicated tbat
Honduras would not provide government velidation for its vessels. Japan did not import any hluefin tuns from
Honduras in 1994. In addition, the Japanese inspector sighted a large pelagic longling vessel ("Suma Tuna") fishing
in the Mediterranean spawning grounds during the closed season in 1935. Japanese inspectors were informed that
this vessel was Honduran flagged. : :

Panama: In 1994, Jepan tmported 1,130 MT of bluefin tuna caught by seven Papamanian longline vegsels in
the Mediterraneun and east Atlantic and exported through Las Palmas and Malta to Japan. In 1395, up to September,
153 MT of blusfin tuna were imported by Japan from Panama. According to ICCAT statistics, Panama has reported
no Mediterranzan or east Atlantic catches of bluefin tuna since the late 1980s.
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‘Taiwan: 709 MT of bluefin tuna caught in 1994 were imported through Las Palmas or Cape verde. Longline
catches were repm‘ted as 333 MT in 1993 and 334 MT in 1994, regpectively, The bluefin tuna statistical documents -
show that Japan bas imported more in one year than Taiwan’s combinéd catch figure for 1993 and 1994.

.

4.19 Reparding Cantracting Party activities, Jepan noted the fﬂﬂﬂ@iﬁg:

Guinea: In 1994-95, bluefin tuna statistical documents revealed that a vessel with the sume name ‘as thé™
Honduran vessel ("Suma Tuna") was flying the flag of Guinea. It is unknown whether or not these are the same
vegsel or separate vessels, In 1994, a total of 282 MT of bluefin tuna were tmported to Jupan for the first titne. All
lﬂllﬁ:ﬁ]l tuna were caught in the Mediterranean and east Atlantic by longline vessels and cxpurtad through Las Paimias, -
The statistical documents show that six vesscls operated in the Mediterrapéan and one in both the east Atlantic and
the Meditercanean, Eight statistical documents were collected after Tuly, 1895, and 360 MT of blueﬁn tina caught
and weare imported. ICCAT catch statistics show that no reported Guiziean bluefin tuna catches.

Equatorial Guinea: In July, 1995, a total of 111 MT of bluefin tuna were imported by Japan for the first time.
Equatorial Guines had one longline vessel operating in the Mediterranean which expaorted blnefin tnna through Las
Palmas. ICCAT has received no catch statistics from Equatorial Guinea regarding its biuefin tuna fishery.

: Canada: In 1994, Japan imported 3 MT of bluefin tuna from Canadg, which might have been caught in the east
Atlantic; however, there were no reported catches by Canada in that part of t'h_a_a Atlantic,

... Portugal: In 1594, 434 MT of bluefin tuna were imported by Japan. The catch was made by longliners in the
gast Atlantic. JCCAT catch statistics show only 4 MT caught in 1993 and 8 MT in 1994, Japan's imports exceed
thess amounts. In addition, a Japanese inspector sighted a large pelagic longline vessel ("Danisl 2”) operating in the
Mediterranean in June, 1995, during the closed season. In 1885, Jupan imported biuefin tuna canght hy the same
vessel sighted on the spawning grounds during the closed period and collested bluefin tuna statistical documents
validated by Portugal.

.. Spain: In 1894, Japan imported 9,483 MT of bluefin tuna from Spain. This figure was derived by using the

conveérsion factors nsed by SCRS. According (o JICCAT statistics, Spain caught 7,096 MT of bluefin tuna in 1991
and 5,813 MT in 1994. According to the data from the Bluefin Tuns Statistical Document Program for 1994, 6,204
MT were canght by purse seiners in Mediterranean and the rest was caught by trap { 2,047 MT) and longline (1,070
MT) in the east Atlantic. ICCAT statistics show that, for the same year, purse seiners caught 1,725 MT in the
Mediterrancan, In the east Atlantie, 1,136 MT wers taken by trap and 178 MT were taken by longline,
United States: In 1994, Japan imported 1,060 MT of bluefin tuna from the U,S. This represents 71% of the
1.8, reportad catch of bluefin tuna in the western Atlantic. Also, 5 MT of bluefin tuna were reported as originating
in the east Atlantic or Mediterranean, oven though the .5, reported no catch from that part of the Atlaatic.
Seventeen (17) of the 20 bluefin tuns siatistical documents hed relevant tap numbers. In 1995, bwvo statiStical
documents showed some U.S. catches, with valid tag numbers, coming from the eastern Atlantic.

4.20 The Delegate of Japan nated that same non- -Contracting Party vessels, such as those of Honduras, had been
changing their flags to those of Contracting Parties and that others may do so in the future, Therefore, [CCAT and
its Contracting Parties will be able to contro} these vessels. This should be considered one of the accomplishments
of the Program.

4,21 The Japanese Delegate noted that Contracting Parties have an obligation to control their fishing vessels. Due
1o the status of the eastern Aflantic bluefin stack, cusrent ICCAT recommendations in the eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean call for the rednction of catches by 25% from 1993 or 1994 levels, whichever is preater, by 1998.
Because all Contracting Parties are being called upon to controi fishing, the Delegate of Japan stressed that the BTSD
Propram must he properly implemented and sighting information must be submitted. This Fropram will help to
identify the non-Contracting Parties that are diminishing the effectiveness of the ICCAT conservation program.
_ 4 22 The De]egate ﬂf Japan stated that he woutld pro'.ru:le the Secretariat with information concerning validation
autlmrltles thet was obtained through bilateral contacts. He also noted that Japsn had asked these countries (e.g
Bahm) to transmit the names of the BTSD validation authorities dirsctly to ICCAT, Lastly, Japan agreed to prnwde
the PWG with a written report of its summary as soon as possible.
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4.23 The Delegﬂte of the Umted States ‘explained” thnt he had hﬁ‘augh'thfox ﬁssmbutmn a re.pmt on 11.8.

implementation of the BTSD prngram A]sn, he noted that in terms of table T 1n dncumant 'COM/95/32, the United
States had submitted information on non- gnvammcntal entities authorized to vahdﬂte bl efin h.ma statlstlcal dncuments
for Pacific blusfin tuna and offared to follow up on' this with the Secretariat.

" 4.24 The Dr. Mlya]ce noted that the Secretana.t had rccewad 2 letter in' 1994 from the .. Department of
Commerce stating its responsibility for the BTSD program mcluclmg valldahon Addltmnaliy, in Angust, 1995, a-
latter was recewed regarding the U, S. I:aggmg s_vstern He notad that the .S, taggmg pmgram for bluefin t.'una. from
!he Atlantlc was adequ.ate and that Pacific blueﬁn l'una will not bB tagged T

" 4.35 Tl_le Delt:galc of Portugal congratulated the Group on the detailed level of the discussions. She noted that
sich discussions indicated that the Program was starting to pive results and suppested that discussion of the
conversion factor and other minar datails show that ICCAT is moving forward in the approprats direction. As
regards the data on 'Portugnl'c exports to Japan, the Delegate noted that there is a wide discrepancy between
Portuguese catches and J apan s import data. The delegate expla:ned that some of this d.tffarence tould be explained
by using a different conversmzl factor—as in the case of Spain. In addition, 1t wus noted that some problems may he
caused becanse EU vessels can land in any post of the EC, which could result in double countmg The Delegate also
m{hculud fhat Purtugal Wwag hnvmg prublems in m.magmg its slatistics s.nd ‘that it was rr:wewmg 1ts procedureq it
order to determine if more actions to coatrol ils ﬂe.et or improve its data sharmg arrangements were required; It was”
explamed that Portugal was attempting to discuss this situation with fisheries managers in Portugal's autonomous
regions after this meeting. )

4.28 chardmg the report by Iapa.n ‘that the vessel "Daniel 2” was seen fishing dunng the closed season in
Med.lten'anea.u, the Portuguese Delegate : stated that it was unclear if the vessel was the same oné that operalud under
PDrtuguese flag, but that Portugal would mvesngatl., and tuke appropriste action if it wag ]eamecl that the vessel was
PﬂrtugueSe and hshmg during the closed season. :

4 27 The Delegate of Korea mtervened to clarify information provided in the CDM!QSJ‘SL Table 1. He stated
that Korea’'s export authonnng body was correctly reported as the Nat:ona.l Fxshenes Producis lnsp::u.non Bervice,
but that as of April 1, 1995, the importing suthority was chaniged from the’ Korean Customs Administeation to the
National F15henes Inspecnon Sarvme

4.28 The Delegate of Canada state.d that the typa of analysis baing prcmﬂed was ver}r gnod and showed that the
Program will be very beneficial in determining how much is being caught in this fishery. Regarding Table 2 of
COM/95/31, the De.iegate expressed a concern vegarding why the Canadian reported Task T catch of 392 MT while
lmparts ta Jt apan ara repnrted as 321 MT. Regard.mg the report by Japan that Canadiar vessels may have Been fishing
in the eastern Atlanhc the Delcgnte noted that Canada does not Yicense any vessels to fish it the eastern part of the
Atlantic and that it was likely that the persan completing the bluefin tuna stanst:cal ducument made a mistake
Nevartheless, the Delegate stated that Canada would investigate the issus. '

4.29 The Spanish Delegate returned to the question of the conversian factor and asked for clarification on what
fm.lnr should be used to convert net weight to live wexght He noted that Spain wauld prefer to usa DI:I]}’ those Factors
contained in the ICCAT "Field Manual®, He gxplained that since the statistical document Gid not contain a sepamtu
category for belly meat, it should be eliminated. In addition, he assested that the conversion fictor for belly meat
was controversial and therefors should not be used by Japan in its amalyses, as it gave misleading results. The
Delegate of Spain explmned that if the caiegory were allcwu:l to remmdin, the conversmn f‘actur uf L. 15 was ‘more
sppropriate: and bhuuld be used. .

4 30 Upon a request by the Chairman to clarify its proposal, the Spanish Delegate reiterated that the separate
catggory of "belly meat” nat he used by Contrachng Parties sincé the bluefin tuna siatistical docnment niready
cuntamed an "othcr" _category and that only the convermnn factors spaclﬁe,d in the ICCAT "Fleld Manual " b’u used "

4, 31 The Delegate of South Africa stated that the PWG should concentrate on what this Bluefin Tuna Statistical
Document Program has accomglished up to now, Hé pointed out that it became clear from the summaries presentéd
that the Program has resulted in # substantial improvement in data and specifically, that past estimates were largely
under-estimated, He proposed that & firm r&nammendatmn be ‘made stating that the specific problem a:somated with
which conversion factors to use be mve&tlgatad Healso suggested that the effect of non- -Contracting Party cperatlons
and landings at ports of other parties he investigated. He recommended agamst deleting the belty meat columu at thJs
time.
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4.32 The Japanese Delepate explained his country’s view that the purpose of the BTSD Propram was to monitor
trade and asked that other delepations not misunderstand the intention behind its presentation, The Delegate strassed
that Japan was not attempting to point out non-compliance by other Cantractmg Parties, but rathar trying to preseat
the facts based upon the data, the convecsion of which was done by agreed procedures,

4.33 The Delepate of Japan noted with interast the Spanish intarvention and guggested that Japan and Spain have
en infarmal discussion about the discrepancies. However, the Delegate pointed out that Japan could not agree to
eliminate any categories as this wonid distort the trade fignres. Regarding the use of a conversion factor of 12,5 for
belly meat, the Delegate noted that this is the same factor being applied by the SCRS, and therefore Japsan 15 being
consistent with [CCAT standards and procedure. The Japanese Delepate stated thai some discrepancy is likely in this
type of situation, but that is not wise to ignore valusble information, He strongly recommended that all categoriss
be maintained and that the belly meat conversion factor continue to be used, pendinp the development of a more
appropriale figure.

4.34 The Assistant Executive Secretary noted that the specifieations given for the bluefin funa statistical dneument
do not contain 4 belly meat category, but that for accurate estimates, this product catepory can not be ignored. He
stated that the exporting country should comply with the importing country’s statistical document if it wishes to
continue to export to that country. He explained to the delegates that when the “Field Manual” was published there
wag no separate belly meat product; therefore, a thorough investigation of this factor has not been made., He agreed
with the proposal by South Africa that the belly meat conversion factor be investigated further,

4.35 The Spanish Delegate sgreed that the BTSD Program should accurately reflect bluefin tuna trade data snd
also agread with the view of South Africa. He noted that Spain has made considerable effart in terms of this Program
and for this reason Spain is keenly interested in improving the Program. He strassed, therefore, the difficulty in
calculating the live weight of a fish when you only have & part of the fish. He noted that Spain does not catch bluefin
tung for the sole purpose of using the belly meat and that belly meat is a by-product of the fish. He painted out that
if calculations are made regarding the number of fish based on belly meat, then double counting of fish is likely. This
will mean that once an appropriate factor is developed, statisties collected and converted using the factor of 12.5
would have to he corracted. He restated Spain’s balief that helly meat chould not be a separate category, but rat.her
that belly meat be listed under the “other” category and that the “Fisld Manual* conversion factars be used.

4.36 The delegnte of the U.S. indicated understanding of Spain'’s view regarding the possibility of douhle
couating and noted that caich levels are already beimg reporied in Task 1 statistics. He stressed the need for
clarification and supported the idea that this be investigated and rectified if necessary.

4.37 Dr. Miyake noted that there are no goad conversion factors for the “other® category. He stated that since
biuefin tuna can be exported in many different forms, na official conversion factors have been developed.

4.38 The Chairman nated that even if belly meat were deleted as a category, thers would still be problem as it
would fall into the “other” categary.

4.39 The Delegate of Spain proposed that the conversion factors provided in the "Field Manual" be used to
convert for round and gilled and gutted weight, and that for all weight conversions provisional factors be used until
a suitable a factor is found. '

4.40 The Chairman proposed thal SCRS be tasked o pruwde conversion factors for those categories for whlc:h;
there are currently no good estimates. In the interim, delepates could agree that conversion factors contained in the
ICCAT "Field Manual" be used and that, for other categories, the conversion factors be used provisionally.

4,41 The Delegate of Japan stated that while denble counting eonld exist, he did nat think it likely. He explained
that there wag no possibility of double counting hetween round weight, gilled and gutted, and dressed weight.
Further, since Japan has a clear record of imports in belly meat form, this information should remain in the biuefin
tuna statistical document and not be ignored. He agreed that an apprepriate conversion factor should be studied and
agreed upon, especially as this is 2 new product form that was not foreseen wien the BTSD Program was established.

4.42 The Chairman sumumarized the proposed decision that the categories remain as they ase currently and, for
those categories for which there is no firm conversion factor agreed upon by ICCAT, provisional factors would be
used. In the meantime, the PWG would request that SCRS provide more suitable cunverswn facturs tur lht.be other
categories.
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4.43 The Assistant Executive Secretary noted that double counting was possible if, for example, the belly meat
of a given fish were exported to Jupan and the rest of the fish were exported to Raly for canning and both countries
then reported the bluefin ss an import. He poted, however, 1hat this will likely not occur.

#.44 The Chairman noted that any statistical anomalies that might exist were not necesserily a problem in that
catches ‘do not necessarily have to equal meorls into one country. He stated that, in all likelihood, such situations
could be explained,

4.45 The Delepate of Spain clarified that he did not think that belly meat daiz should be omitted from the
statistical document, bat that it should be included under the "other® category so that the lower, and in Spam 5 view, -
more correct, conversion factor would be used. '

4,46 The SCRS Chairman pointed out thet the SCRS did not anticipate this type of export or processing and that
the scientific Committee would provide a more reliable copyersion factor; however, he cantioned that its development
might take some time since the factor may differ depending on the siza of the fish, the season in which it was caught,
the fishing gear used, efc. He noted that there might also be other types of processing for export that could develop.
He supported the South African proposal and ncted that the SCRS will be happy to respond to any kind of new
requirement to improve BTSD Program,

4.47 The Detegate of Japan approved of the idea that the SCRS investigate the conversion factors for belly meat
and any other product forms and asked the SCRS Chairman to clarify which conversion factor he was suggesting
should be used provisionally for belly meat,

" 4,48 Dr. Miyuke reiterated that the conversion factors in the ICCAT “Field Manual* were published six or seven
years ago, and that thase conversion factars have been well studied and established. In the last three years, the SCRE
has heen trying to estimste unreported catehes of bluefin tuna from Contracting Parties and from non-Contracting
Parties based on import statistics to Tapan. Since imported products are in different forms, such ss dressed, filleted,
belly meat, etc., different factors are used to mnke estimates. For belly meat products for which no factors are given
in the "Field Manuai”, the SCRS provisicnally used 12.5, after preliminary investigation from the industry peaple.-

4.49 The Delepate of Tupan asked if the 12.5 conversion faetor for belly meat can continue to be used. Dr.
Miyake responded that, in his view, the most important part of this process is the weight of products whick skonld
be the one retained in the 'data base. He stressed that the estimated import figure {converted to round weight) is not
used to determine total catch of a couniry which has a reliable siafistical system. That is, [CCAT does not use the
import data supplied by Japaz to estimate the Spanish catch. Instead, catch information provided by the very reliable
catch collection system of Spain is maintained. He pointed out that discrepancies between nationally reported catch
and import statistics could be explained by trassshipments; thus, the import data provided hy Japan does mot
necessarily reflect Spanish catch levels. He noted that in (he case of non-Contracting Parties, such us Panama, 1mpDrt
bidtlsllbb have to be wsed to maks estimates of total catehes.

4.50 The Delegale of South Africa agreed with the Dr. Miyake's assessment and noted that discrepancies
between import data and reported catches provide warning flags but do not necessarily indicate maccuracy. He
reiterated the need for further investigation by the SCRS of the conversion tuctor issue and pointed out the need to
look at the effect of transhipment on catch repording. '

4,51 The Chairman proposed once dgnin that the SCRS be requested to raview the conversion factors, with an
emphasis on those not included in the “Field Manual”. In the mesntime, for those factors not in the "Field Manual,
he sugpested that Coptracting Parties nse what is currently suggested by SCRS, as they appear to be the best factors
available,

4.52 The Delegate of Japan agreed with the Chairman's proposal and explained that Japan was not criticizing
Spain or its catch data collection system when it presented ity irnport data. He apologized for any misunderstanding.

4.53 Subsequent discussion revealed that there w was no consensus on how to proceed on this issue and the matter
was referred to a small working group for dxqcussmn “This working group agreed: that, for those countries who report
catch statistics ta ICCAT, only net we:ght by prod‘uct categories would be reported. For thosu countries that do not
report catch statistics to ICCAT estimates of round wulght will be made using conversion factﬂrﬁ that have beshused

1

in the past. ' : ' ST

191



1CCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (11}

e

¢. Applicarian of Waiver of BISD Requirements . .

4.54 The Chairman reminded the delegates that New Zealand was again requesting a waiver of the requirement
to complete & bluefin tuna statistical document—this time for northern bluefin tuna. He noted that the request made
by New Zeulund last year for a4 waiver of the requirement to complete the document when exporting southern bluefin
tupa was granted, althouph the Commission stated at the time that a document for nurthem bluefin wuuld stiil be
necessary, This year, New Zealand is arguing that its vessels catch nortbern bluefin tund onl)' rare]y, (hat it is
extremely difficult to differsntiate betweon a nortbern and southern bluefin (the latter comprises the majority of hew
Zedland’s catch); and that, when exported, northers bluefin are mixed with southern bluefin tuna. The Chairman also
stated that Italy hos requested thnt the Commission allow its hluefin tuna statlshcal decument to he val idated by a nan-
government institation.

4.35 Dr. Miyake asked Japan as to whether it had recaived any exports from New Zealand containing both
northern and scuthern bluefin tuna and, if so, how they were handled. Japan rephed that such m.lxmg has not been
bbserved and that currently, there were Bo concerns o the part of T apan that northern bluefin tuna would be exported
to Jupan under the guise of southern bluefin.

'4.56 Dr. Miyake cantioned agamst granting a waiver to New Zealand hecause of the possibility of creating a
“loophote* in the bluefin statistical document system and suggested that, if necessery, Japan could work bilaterally
with New Zealand to work cut an 1mp0rt process. The Chairman agreed that granting a waiver would set a bad
precedent.

4.57 The Delegate of Japan noted that Japan has a treaty obligation to ICCAT so that all imports of northern
bluefin tuna are subject ta ICCAT recommendations, He recommended against waiving the document exemption but
suggested consideration could be given to waiving the government validation requirement.

4.58 The Chairman responded that he felt that the prohlem was slightly different in that currenty there is no
requirement that New Zealand complete a bluefin statistical document unless the export contains northern bluefin
tupa. The Japunese Delegate stated that if northern blusfin tune were to bs axpoﬂsd from New Zsaland, a smhsheal
docurment would be required unless a wajver were granted and, further, that if New Zealsnd were to export a
nurthem bhleﬁn fupa as & southem bluefin, this would be in violation of the ICCAT Program

4.55 The Chairman noted with concern New Zealand's claim that it cannot distinguish between northern and
soltherti biuefin funa without genetic testing. The Delegate of Japan reapcmﬂed that it is Dot difficult to distinguish
betwaen the twd and that the markst in Japan is very distinct for these twa species, The Delegate Rgain stressed that
[lje "nu wawar prlﬂGlP].B should not be compromised.

4.60 D Miyake noted that, in lied of the bluefin tuna statistica] document, New Zealand has ‘offered to pravide
its own damestic documentation which provides almost all the information coatained on the statistical document and
that it will send missing information to ICCAT if necessary. Beceuse the number of northern bluefin tuna that are
taken by New Zeulund appear to be guite smali, Beceptance of New Zealand’s domesnc document would not present
] prachnal dlfﬁculty

‘4.61 The Delegate of Japan noted that the two things that would not be automatically reported on this domestic
inspection certificate were the area of barvest and the gear type. He noted that J span understood that the area af
barvest was either within or very near New Zealand waters, Regarding information on gear typs, he noted that this
mformahun would be relatwely easy ‘for New Zealand to supply, He sugpested that the PWG coasider accepting | the
New Zealapd document in place ‘of the blueﬁn tina statistical donument

4.62 The Delegate of France agreed that thers should be no exemption to the reporting requirement and that if
New Zealand had at its disposal all the information required by ICCAT, it seemed lnglcal to ask New Zeaiﬂnd to
complete the statistical ducumant '

4.63 The Delegaie of Japan withdrew his suggestion and sepported France. The Detegete of the United Stales
apreéd that there should be no waiver of the requirement to pravide specific catch information to ICCAT, bt he
wanted clarification as to why New Zealand's domestic document together with the other information required by
ICCAT 'would not be acceptable. The Chairman clarified that the view was that New Zealand had the information
readily available to complets the statisticel document and therefore could easily complete the form. (
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i4.64 The Delegate of Portugal stated that there is not ope single ICCAT Blusfin Tuna Stutistical Document, and
that the existent ones are importing dacuments; therefors, the sxporting country should follow the requirements of
the importing country. Thus, Japar, Porfugal, or any other importing country should be able to approve the document
it will aceept from a given country.

4,65 The Chairman indicated that there was consensus that Mew Zealand would not be granted a watver of the
requirement (o complete the statistical document and requested the Sceratariat to draft a letter informing New Zealand
of the decision.

4.66 Repurding Italy’s request for a waiver of the government authorization requirement, Dr, Miyake informed
the delepates that Italy informed the Secrefariat that it intended to authorize a regional governmental entity or its
Chamber of Commerce to validate the statistical decument. He noted that a non-Contracting Party’s Chamber of
Commerce is not a legitimate entity for this purpose, 15 non-Contracting Parties do not have ICCAT-accepted duta
roteisval or Iogbook systems.

4.67 There was consensus that the Secretariat should notify Ttaly that its Chamber of Commerce is not a valid
authorizing apency.

5. Fishing hy non-Contracting 'Parti&s
a. Review of information

5,1 The Chairman noted that some of this information had heen discussed under the Agenda Item 4. The ICCAT
Assistant Executive Secretary then introduced ICCAT document COM/55/28 but noted that it was not prepared
specifically for the PWG. It contained responses to an ICCAT request that non-Contracting Parties cooperate with
ICCAT by upholding ICCAT's recommendations, He noted that several countries responded to the request and that
countries seemed to be much more:cpoperalive since the adoptmn of the Resolution in 1994 that contuins trade
measure provisions. He also noted that Spain-bas information in its National Report on vessol hlghtmgs '

5.2 The Delepate of Japen noted that I aﬁan also has sighting information. Specifically, Japan has photographs
of vessels fishing in the Mediterranean during the closed season. The Delegate offered to provide each delegation
w1th one copy of these phntographs -He noted that of all the vessels sighted, the flag state is known for one only.

5.3 The Delagate of Spain al::o rspﬂﬂﬁd sightings of vessels fishing in the Mediterranean during the cloged season
and commented that the flags of the majority of these vessels are unknown. Spain also has in its National Repart
imformation from its 1994-93 port inspections. '

5.4 The Chairman commented that the Spanish report seemed to indicate thal vessels from Belize and Japan jn.v;"ere
fishing in the Mediterranean during the spawning season. He clarified that the Japanese vesscls were anly navigating
through Meaditerranean waters; however, Belize and [taly were observed fishing.

b, Idemification of countries fishing contrary to JCCAT censervation measures

5.5 The Chairman noted that, per the provisions of the 1994 "Resolution by ICCAT on an Action Plan to Assure
the Bffectiveness of the Conservation Program for Aflantic Binefin Tuna*, the PWG should consider the identification
of countries that are diminishing the effectiveness of ICCAT’s conservation progrum, He reminded delegates that if
such identification is made, the countries will be notified that they have one year to come into compliance. If they
do not rectify their fishing activities within one year, the Commission can recommend that Contracting Partics take
action, including trade measures.

5.6 The Delegate of the United States noted the historic nature of this Resolution and recalled that ICCAT has
other Recommendatians in effact that also refer to this Agenda item, including the Recommendation banning fishing
for biuefin tuna during June and July in the Mediterranesn spawning grounds by vessels greater than 24 meters in
length, and the Recommendation requesting non-Contracting Parties to either join. ICCAT .or become a Coupemtm;_.,
Party. He noted that the latier was consistent with a provision of the recently cencluded U.N. Agresment on
Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks. He commented that ICCAT has not been overwhelmed
with new applicants for membership ar by countries wanting tc become a Cooperating Parly; therefore, it is eritical
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to begin to apply the 1994 Resoluticn. He restated the need fo identify countries operating in defiance of ICCAT
measures, and to nutlfy those couniries (1) that they are undermining ICCAT's conservation efforts, and (2) thut if
they do not rectify their behavior, they risk trade sanctions. Lastly, he rcquestbd assistunce by other delegations in
identifying such a couafry or countries.

5.7 The Delegate of France noted that the United Kingdom hued 7esponded to the call by 1CCAT to join. Ha also
stressed the need for credibility hefore starting down such a path. He noted France’s view that trade measures shouid
be considered a last resort, He sugpested as an alternative that Contracting Parties consider hanning Jandings in
ICCAT Contracting Party ports of vessels flying flags of convenience. He also stresaed the need to keep in line with
other organizations such as the World Trade Organization. He agreed that taking suck steps might be necessary, but
stated that they should be clearly defined. '

5.8 The Delegate of T uprn stated that the PWG should not let the Resulutmn re.st without identifying a country
or countries; however, he stressed that trade measures were a last resort and that other micasures to achieve
compliance should be exhansted hefore imposing sanctions. He glso commented that to ;usnfy the identification of
a country would require hard evidence. He noted that it is unciear exactly what should be considered sufficient
evidence for making identifications, but that an identification should be made, if feasible.

5.9 The Canadian Delegate stated that is was critical to meks the Bluefin Tuna Attion Plan Resolution credible
and effective. He indicated that time was of the essence. He explained that ICCAT adopted the Resalution because |
many other oplions had already been explored and ICCAT had reached the point of last resort. He stressed ¢ha the
newl for sctive was compounded due to the poor status of the resource and that more delays were not advisabie.

. 5.10 The Delegate of Spain indicated a willingness to go along with the U.S. proposal and agreed that there was
a need to put pressure on non-Contracting Parties who were acting contrary to ICCAT Recommendations. He Stﬂtcd
that & problem existed in that not nll Contracting Parties complicd with ICCAT recommsndations. He atressed that
Contracting Parties, should make every effort to make sure that the clparatmns of their fleats cnmply ‘with ICCAT
Recommendauons and he noted that ICCAT cannot held other countries responhlble for what [CCAT Parties do not
do. Ho stated that Spain intends to investigate the possibility that Ia.udmgs in Mainland Spain and in the Canary
Tslands are not being reported and to increase momitoring aad inspection in all ports where catches are landed. He
stressed that ICCAT Parties should make every effort to comply with ICCAT recommendations before ICCAT Parties
expect non-Contracting Parties 1o do so. '

5.11 The Delegaté of Po:tuéal agreed with S[;ain s comments and restated that Contracting Parties need to make -
every effort to improve their data and control. She agreed that the issue should be looked at in order ta see what steps
could be taken before impasing trade messures, but she noted that these twao issues could be worked on at the same
time.

5.12 The U.S. Delegate commented on the statements made by the other delegations. Regarding the remarks
made by the Delegate of France, he agreed that the correct apprnach would be ta look at complementary measures,
such as a prohibition of landings by flags of convenience, in particular, of those vessels that are fishing on the high
seas and in the middle of the Mediterrancan, Regarding the comments made by the Delegates of Spain and Portugal '
he agreed that Contracting Parties nead to he sure that ICCAT Parties are following their own rules; hawever, in
the meantime, non-Contracting Parties are stll causing a problem, He stated that the solution would likely be sirnilar
to what the Delegate of Portugal had said, which was that ICCAT should take a dual approach. He explained that
ICCAT Parties should look intemally at compliance and, as 2 complementary measure, fook externally at non-
Contracting Parties. He suggested that ICCAT contact flag of convenience States and ask them not to fich in
contravention to TCCAT Recommendations, and he further suggested that the countries to be contacted include
Panama, Belize, and Honduras. ' '

' 5.13 The Delegate of Japan supported the U.S. summary of ﬂppmaches.. .

5.14 Dr. Miyake noted that certain recommendations by ICCAT were not being implemented by ICCAT Parties.
such as the hluefin tuna minimum size regulation and the 1975 Recommendation specifying that there be no increase
in the catch of bluefin tuna. He noted that, in the past, FOCAT has repeatedly sent letters to non-Contracting Parties
asking them to comply. He stated that in 1996 ICCAT shautd be more forceful and point ont that such vessels are
ﬁsbmg contrary to ICCAT Recommendations and evidence should be cited. He noted, however, that if (.“.01:1t1'ﬁu:t1.ug=
Parties agree to recommend teade measures next year, it would be useful to have a model letter '
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5,15 The Delegate of Spain indicatad support for the Secreturiat’s proposal, but noted that there would likely
he difficulty in sending letters to all non-Contracting Parties fishing coatrary to ICCAT Recommendations because
the flag state of 15 vessels sighled in the Mediterransan fisking during the closed season could not be ideniified. He
sugpestad that the first step was to identify the flag states of these vessels,

5.15 The observer from Taiwan indicated that Taiwan had already introduced the following ICCAT major
Recommendations into its domestic regulations: (1) seasonal closure from June 1 to July 31 in the Mediterranean Sea
(effective since April, 1994); and limiting the catch of bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean nof to
exceed the level in 1993 or 1594, whichaver is hiphest (effective since March, 1995). He ulso noted that Taiwan
introduced the ICCAT Bluefin Tune Statistical Document Program in 1993, In addition, the observer noted that
Taiwan has contributed $5,000 for bluefin tuna research programs. The observer of Taiwan apologized thai since
Taiwan's Task I data were not submitted to the ICCAT Secretariat before September 30, 1993, the correct figures
were not put into the SCRS Report. The Delegate clarified that Taiwan's 14 vessels harvested 724 MT of bluefin
tuna in the Mediterranean Sen in 1994 according to the Blusfin Tuna Statistical Document Program.

5.17 The Chairman suggested proceeding with the drafting of a stronger letter to non-Conlrscting Parties that
would reference the bluefin tuna Action Plan Resolution. He stated that the letter should make it clear that ICCAT
was pot invoking the trade provisions of the Resolution, but that it should allude to them. The letier should be
approved by the PWG and tabled at the Commission meeting for discussion. The letter wonld go to Belize, Honduras,
and Panama. In addition o sending a letter, the Chairman poted that there scemed to he agreement among ICCAT
Parties tint they would make a batter effort to adhere 10 ICCAT Recommendations and investigate the vassels seen
fishing in the Mediterransan spawning grounds during the elosed season to try to determine their flag state.

5.18 It was agreed that the United States would draft the letter to the nor-Contracting Parties to present to the
PWG, .

5.19 The Delegate of the U.S. proposed going & step further by (1) adopting a resolution that would ban the high
seas fishing in the ICCAT area by flags of convenience vessels; (2) consider taking the trade measures step against
Panams; (3) send a strong letter to Honduras and Belize similar to that outlined by the Chairman; and (4) request
Taiwan to formally advise TCCAT that it will become 2 Cooperating Farty and abide by ICCAT's Recomumendations.

5.20 The Delegate of Portugul needed more time to study the implications of a resolution baoning the fishing
an the high seas of any non-Contracting Party, Initially, she exprossed the view that such a resolution might not be
compatible with the U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea. She asked for clarification regarding whether such a
ban would be permanent or simply reinforce other resolutions.

5.21 The Delegate of France agrsed with the remarks made by the Delegate of Portugal and added that thers
would likely be a legal problem in defining flaps of convenience and in establishing ICCAT's autharity to enfarce
such & resplution.

5.72 The Delegate of Japan also stated that he had a legel problem with such a resolution as he does not feel
ICCAT. has the competency to ban high seas fishing. He agreed that such a measure would be very etfective in
getting toiintries to folléw ICCAT conservation messures, however. The Delegate quetied why the U.5. would
distinguish Panamn from the two other identificd countries and stated that Japan would support an exchange of letiers
with Taiwan, which would formalize its relationship with ICCAT.

5.23 The Delegate of Spain noted that the intention of the proposal is to ensuce the cooperation of all non-
Contracting Parties fishing in the Mediterranean, but he agreed that there would likely be competency and legal
problems. He %tijiés,sed that the key was cooperation end that this should be the starting point.

5.24 The ICCAT Assistant Executive Secrelary noted that attempts to ban flag of convenicnce vessels from
fishing in the {CCAT Convention area would likely not work as such flag countres do not have an obligation to
follow ICCAT recommendations, In addition, he noted that ICCAT also bad difficulties with Contracting Parties,
such as Guinea, which sxported bluefin tuna to Japan but did not report that they have such a flest.

5,25 The Delegate of Canada reasserted the need to move quickly on the issue of monitoring nen-Contracting

Parties’ fishing activities. He agreed with the Delegate of Portugal that ICCAT should move forward on two tracks,
but should not adopt a resolution benning high seas fishing by flags of convenience. .
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5.26 The U.S. delegate agreed to withdraw ils propusal fo ban high seas fishing.
" 5,27 The Chuirman noted that the U.S. asked the PWG to consider identifying Panamz as a country fishing in
contraventiun to ICCAT and some had questioned why Belize and Honduras should not be identified as well. The
.8, Delegate clarified that the PWG should consider all three countries.

. 5.28 Dr, Miyake asked for clarificetion regarding the difference between Guinea and Belize as regards. their .-
fishing activities. The Chairman explained that the trade measures provision.of the Action Plan Resolution only
applied to non-Contracting Parties, evan though the PW should consider what should ba done sbout non-comphance_
by Contracting Parties. : .

5.29 The Chairman ncted that thera seemed to he general sopport to identify Honduras, Panamsa :md Be.hze He.
suggested that & communication be prepared to these three countries notifying them that they have been ldenlﬂ‘lecl
by the Commission pursuant to ﬂ:_le uppropriate provisions of the bluefin tuna Action Plan Resolution. Such a letter,, .
was prepared and approved by the PWG, and it will be forwarded o the Commission for action. The Model Letter
from the ICCAT Chairman to nop-Contiacting Parties Regarding Nun{omphance with ICCAT Conservation
Measnres is attached as Appendix 2 to Annex 6-5. : . .

5 .30 Regarding the proposal that ICCAT request Taiwan to advise ICCAT that it will become a Cooperating
Party and follow ICCAT Recommendations, the ohserver from Taiwean noted that ne country should be excluded from
the responsibilities under ICCAT whether it 13 a member. or not. He stated that Taiwan is willing to become a ..
Couperating Party, as long as the interest of a country is dealt with on un equal basis and as long as Taiwan 1s '
informed of what is expected of it.

5.31 The .5, Delegnte noted that Taiwan's Tequest to bc twute:(l equally was fair but that the answers were
unclear. He noted that the total allowable catch of the western Aflantic stock of bluefin funn was fully subscribed,
so Taiwan should not fish there. Further, he mentioned that Taiwan should respect the minimum size for bluefin tuna,
the Mediterranean spawning. ground closuzes, and the agreement that each country fishing in the eastera Atlantic
reduce its catch by 25% by 1998, However, the U.S. delegate noted that there were likely other requirements that
he had overlooked; therefore, he suggested that a small group be set up to work out the details of what cooperation
would mean for Taiwen.

:5.32 The Chairman agreed that the PWG should. draft @ letter including some clear language advising Taiwan
of what is expected of it with regard to [CCAT measures and that this draft showld be given to Taiwsn for reaction.
He also stated that & compendium of current recommendations should be given to Taiwan. The Secratariat confirmed
that a compendium of ICCAT recommendations had been circulated to Taiwan. The letier to Taiwan was drafied and
agreed upon. The "ICCAT Chairman’s Letter to Taiwan Regarding its Fishing Activities in the, Aﬂaﬂtlc Qceqn and
Mediterranesn. Sea” is attached as Appendix.3 to Annex 6-5. S R o

5.33 The statement presented by the observer of Taiwan regarding the shove-mentioned letter drafied by the
PW{G which is to sent to Taiwan is attached as Appendix 4 to Annex 6-5. s

5.34 The PWG. decided that other non-Contracting Parties known to have increased their catches of hluefin tuna |
in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea between 1993 and 1994, should alse receive a letter from the Chairman
of ICCAT requesting that they voluntarily accept the terms of the 1994 ICCAT Recommendation concerning the
meupspement of the stock. The identified countries included: Croatia, Greece, Haly, Libya", Malta, Taiwan, and
posaibly Tunisia, Tt was agreed to includs Taiwan as a recipieat of this letter, so that there would be two letters ta
Taiwan. The text of the "ICCAT. Chairman's: Letter to non-Contracting Parties Whose Bluefin Tuna Catches Have |
Recently Increased Substantially in the Mediterranean Sea” is sttached as Appendix 5 to Annex 6-5.

5.35 The ohserver from Taiwan vonsidered the ahave letter as discriminatory and presented a statement (attached
25 Appendix 6 fo Annex 6-5) concerning his cor.mtry s implementation of ICCAT recommendations and Taiwan's ,
bluefin tuna caiches in recent years. . - . .

“ Libye beceme o Contrecting Party ta [ICCAT, cllective Navember 27, 1995,
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6. Measures to promote compliance with ICCAT conservation measures

6.1 The Delegate of South Africa asked the members of the PWG 1o consider bis comments relative to his
posilion as- Chairman of the Infracians Committee. He noted that in discussions of FWG Agenda item §,. many
countries noted that there are Contracting Parties that are oul of compliance and item 6 would likely show much of
the same. He expressed concern over the apparent overlap in responsibility hetween the PWG and the Infractions
Committee. He stated that cither item 6 is not appropriate for consideration by the PWG or the Infractions Committee
is not needed. He sugpested that a careful review of the terms of reference and objectives of bath badies should take
place spon. K

6.2 The Delegate of the United States stated his view that the Infractions Committee’s primary responsibility is
to aversee compliance by Contracting Parties and that the primary focus of the PWG is to oversss non-Contracting
Party issues. He noted that while the problems facing each body may be somewhat similar, the solutions to these
problems are quite different. -

6.3 The Chairman commentad that he understood that some overlap could occur but that measures to promote
compliznce were broader than infractions. :

6.4 The 11,8, Delegate noted that the PWG adopted a Resolution in 1994 an biuefin tunx that could provide for
the impositien of trade mensures. The Delegste pointed out that this year the review of the status of swordfish stocks
have shown that the stock is in decline. Also of importance is that there are non-Contracting Parties increasing their
catches apd undermining Contracting Party efforts to conserve the stock. The U.S. Delegate commented that this
problem has caused fishermen who are following the rules to feel ill nsed because they perceive their efforts at quota
reductions'as futile when the fsh they are conserving are harvested by non-Contracting Parties. He stressed that
memhbers of ICCAT should not be handicapped in this way and requested that the delegates give due consideration
to expanding the bluefin tuna Resclution that provides far trade measures, to swordfish and possibly other species.
He noted that the irade measures aspect of the Resolution would be narrowly focussed, would comply with World
Trade Organization rules, and would deal with a highly over-fished species. Thus, the U.5. delegate noted that this
would be an appropriate step to take. ' :

6.5 The Delegate of Japan stated that limitimp the scope of such s resolution to bluefin tuna was unnecessary and
that if the stutus of swordfish was poor then he could support the measure.

6.6 The Canadian Delegate supported the idea, particularly as swordfish stacks are currently not very healthy.
He cautioned that the trade and distribution patterns are different for swordfish than for bluefin tupa but commented
that this technica] fact should not be a deterrent in estahlishing the principle.

6.7 The Delegats of Portugal stated that, in principls, Portugal was not against the idea hut, consistent with its,
previous position, trade measures should be considered us the final altemative. The Delegate queried members on
how much i known about the extent of the non-Contracting Party problem and whether other avenies should be
pursued first. She commented that trade measures should not be resorted to all the time and that she would like to
consider every aspect before maldng a judgement,

6.8 The 11.S. Delsgate agreed that trads measures should be a last step and that cooperation should be the first,
However, he commented that there had been a considerable increase in catches by Non-Coutracting Parties. He noted
{hat the 1.8, has had to close its swordfish season this year but that thers coniinues to be consumer demand for
swordfish. “He, pointed out that this demand is being satisfied by non-Contracting partics and that by adopting &
resolution similar fo the one for hluefin tuna, the process of true dialogne could begin. He commented that asking
non-Contracting Parties to reduce their catches as Contracting Parties have dons would be the first step. He noted
the intention of the United States to combine these ideas into one resolution.

6.9 The Deleagate of Canuda pointed ot that the bluefin tuna Action Plan Resolution already can tained provisions
for cooperation. Specifically, he noted thet they wers: (1) to notify a eountry and ask it to cease its fishing practices
that are not i line with [CCAT recommendations; (2) to identify those countries that do not rectify their activities;
and (3) to authorize the taking of actions, such as trade measures. He stressed that to wait to address this issue could
severely damage swordfish stocks.
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.10 Reparding increases in catch by non-Contracting Parties, the U. 8. Delepate noted that Trinidad and Tobapgo
exported 165 MT to the United States in 1994 and in 1995 they had exported 296 MT. The U5, Delegate stressed
thut it is unfair that some countries are mcreasmg catches while others are reducing them

8,1l The Delegate of Spa-.m commented that be agread with the concept in general terms and aialed that
accountabﬂxty for-the monservation of ﬁsh stncks must appl;.r to Contracting. Part:es as well as to nnn—Cnntractmg
Parties. - n : . . "

© 6,12 The SCRS Chairman was asked to clarify catch statistics on swordfish in the noeth Atlantic by non-
Contracting Parties. He was asked specifically if their total catches were comparable to thoss of Portugal, Dr. Suzuki
teplied that the combined catch of non-Contracting Parties for 1894 appeared to be lower (323 MT] Lhan Portugal s
catch which was ne&riy 2 000 MT -
6.13 The De]egalc uf Poriu_s:al-cnmmﬂnted that it would be dlfhcult to ascertam Jf B veqse.l was tﬂkmg swordﬁsh
from the south Atlantic, north Atiantic, or Mediterranean and, therefore, it would be difficult to determine if non-
Contra.ctmg Party vessels were cnntravenmg ICCAT’s conservation prngra.m

6.14 The 1.8, Delegaie nnted Lhe validity of Portugn] s argument and stated Lhe na&d to examine-this issue when
developing evidence against a country. He stated that compiling and examining import statistics should be considered
5 a mechanism for tracking non-Coantracting Party catch levels. However, he stresséd that (his technical consideration
should not stop the process of taking the first step of getting such & resolution adopted. He explained that-this typ‘c
of resulution would svimply create a framework Tor fulure action amel that any propcaed future action would -require
weil ddcumentad proof befofe it was taken. C g

6 15 Dr. Mlyake noted that t.he U.S. idea of taking a precavtionary stap fcu‘ the future is ubefu'l Rf:gardmg
swordfish statistics, he noted that the current statistics are better that those for bluefin tuna and that trude information
provided by the United States hus been vused in the past to estimate 'uuwpurted catches of nnn—Cnntmctmg Parties,
He urged de]egates ta submit t]:us type of mfurmanon, if avallable : S

6.16 The U 3. Delegate promised the Se.cratana.t that the United States would. prcmde as much of thls type ol
information as possible and he noted that the SCRS figares for non-Contracting Party catches ure lower than the 1. 8.
import figures for 1993 and 1994 He stressed that the U.S. was concerned about the aggrcg,atc catch harvestcd by
acn-Contracting Parties as it demonstrates substantial uncentrolied exploitation. -

'6.17 The Chairmar noted that this type of resoluhon could generate better information in the same way us the
did blvefin tuna resohition. - K : T

.18 The Delegate of France asked what the results of the Secretariat’s sending netification of the adaption by
ICCAT in 1994 of a Resolition addressing the issue of trade measures. The Secretariat responded that this
information was presented to Contracting Parties in document COM/95/28, The Secretariat stressed the need to have
a'common approach with these types of resolutions such that first cooperation is sought, next the country is asked
to join TCCAT, and then, if necessary the countries are advised of the potential use of trade measures. .

6,19 The Delegate of Canada agreed that cautiousness was important and that this resolution would be
establishing a framework. He stated that the resolution is not s threat in and of itself. It provides ICCAT an
upportumty to evaluute & sitiation. He urged thut delegates not lose a year hy being too cautious. . : S

6:20-The U.S. Delegatc pmporiad addmg some language to the resulutlon which would try 1o address the
concemns of many delegations by directing the Secretariat that in dealing with non-Contracting Parties, specific
requests for cocperatzon woiild be made. This would sllow the framework to be set ap at this meetmg at tha same
time that ICCAT 1y working with other countries to achieve compliance. - -

6,21 The Delsgate of Portugzl noted that using coe type of measure too often can'decrease the chances of a
favorable result and that, in reality, this resolution would address only 3% of the total north Atlantic swordfish catch.
By hrst-attempling to cooperata wnth these countries, the Delegate did not think ICCAT would he losmg time with
regurd to the resonrce. "

6,722 The 1.8, Delepate stressed that the real issue is that as Contracting Parties are reducing their catches, those
by non-Contracting Parties are increasing. He agein noted that spund proof of wrongdoing would be required to
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invoke the provisions of the resolution and that those provisions should be applied carefully, but that establishment
af 'a mechanism was absolutely crucial. Also, he noted that there appeared to be catch data that are not being reported
to the SCRS, so the problem was likely worse than it seemed. He asked all delegations to favorably consider the
resolution. It was agresd that the PWG would return to this discussion later.

6.23 Upon reconvening, the U.S, Delegate pointed ont the new wording og consultation and sufficiency. ofiproof,
which was added to address the concerns of Portugal end others. The Delegates pointed out that the mynitoring of
trade is not as adequate as with bluefin tuna &nd thet Spain, the United States and Japan were all big importers of
swordfish. The Delegate of the United States asked again that countries consider putting a framework in place so that
the process of collesting information can begin, '

6.24 The Delegate of Poriugal noted that her country had three points that needed to be addressed: cooperation,
proof, and proportionality. This last is still a problem, but she agreed to review the regolution. She noted, however,
that reference in the resolution to the role of the PWG and the Infractions Committee might need to be changed as
discussions develop regurding the question of competency.

6.25 The Delepate of Japan again stated his country's general support for the resolution as it closely follows the
ong¢ for biuefin tuna, T g .

6.26 The U.S. Delegate agreed that the proportionality question was important and stressed that this action is
not intended for minor cases and, in fact, he noted that the concept of proportionality is embodied in the section of
the résolution which indicates that "diminishing the effectiveness of ICCAT". Regarding the notion of expanding the
mmdate of the PWG, the Delepate steessed that the United States was not trying to do this, He noted that this
resolution was almost identical ta the bluefin tupa tesolution, and he suggested that, as there 1s a need for frther
discussion of the competency question, perhaps it could be discussed at another point in the meeting, such as in
Cammission Plenary. B

6.27 In an effort to address the competency question relative to this resolution, the Delegate of Spain suggested
that the resolution not mention any other body thaa the Commission. The Delegate argued that this was a question
of preséatation and that since this resolution was intended for external distributicn and countries recetving it would
not know or care anything about ICCAT's structure, this change would give the Commission time to seftls the
competency question.

6.28 The U.5. Delegation agreed with this sugpested change.

6.29 The Delegate of Frunce agreed with the discussion, but requested more time to review the resolution before
making a final decision.

6.30 The Delegnte of Brazil noted that trade measures have legal as well as political implications, and he:
requested more time to consider this issue further,

6.31 In responding the Spain’s comments regarding competency, the Delepate of Japan noted that the bluefin
tuna resolution pives the FWG the authority to identify couatries, but only the Commission has the authority to -
recommend trade measures. Uf this swordfish resolution is modified as Spain has suggested, the Delegate noted that -
the bluefin tuna resolution should probably be changed as well for the sake of consistency. He noted that he sess -
merit in the originul wording but that he is open to either option. He stressed, however, that a clear desision needs
to be made on which ICCAT body has the responsibility for the resolutions. :

6,32 The Delegate of Canada supported the principle behind deleting reforences to a specific ICCAT eatity from
the resotution; however, he noted that the Commission should not be assigned the responsibility of ideatifications and
the like, as it is more appropriate for smaller, less formal sub-groups of the Commission to do this. He cautioned
that without resolution of this issue, the process could get stymicd, but he agreed that the appropriate body to deal
with this igsie could be identified later. ' :

6.33 The Delegate of Porlugal agsead with Spain's suggestion of inciuding a reference to the Commission place
instead of the PWG.

6.34 The Chairman noted that any action proposed by the PWG must be approved by the Commuission. He
recognized that the Delegates of France and Brazil requested mors time to review this resolution.
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6.35 The Delegate of Spain agreed with the Delegate of Japan that the bluefin tuna resolution should be mads
(:Dnsmtent with the swordfish resolution, und he propesed to.change it in such a way that it would. not need o be
renegotlated : :

§.36 The Delepate of Japan noted his concern that if a 1esolution is passed but there is a lack of consensus on
the jurisdiction question, such.a lack of cansensus could he nsed to prolong the discussion. The Delegale asked for
a generdl understanding that this issua would be revisitzd. He noled apain J apan s preference for mamtalmng_, the
currenl: language raferencmg the PWG. but ‘indicated a willingness to compromlse. : :

6.37 The Delegate of Spam stated that the cnmpetency que.shon shoutd not be used to hait prngress -He prupnscd
starting at this annual meeting te settle the competency question.

6.28 The Delegate of the United States indicated ﬂcmblhty on this issue, bul asked that delogates-try to ssttle
this matter at this anmal meeting. He aiso stated that he agreed that the resolutions for bluefin tuna and for swordfish
be made consistent on this paint. Regarding comments made hy the Delegate of Brazil, the U.§. Delegate asked that
Bruzil give serfous consideration to acceptance af the sworidfish resolution, He noted that the issue has been discussed
for overa year and that the resofution embodied the multilateral actions of consultation, notice, opportunity to rectify,
and then (rade measures. He stressed that trade measures would not be used for minor infractions and that they wera
non-discriminatery.

- 6.39 The Delegale of Spain commented that, with regard ta the last U.S. statement, there was a difference
between Contracting Partivs and non-Contracting Parties in that the approach has been differentiated. He explained
that a5 a member of ICCAT, a country assumes costs the non-Contracting Parties do notassume. While the resolution
is techmcally not nmon- d.lscnmmatory hecause it only applies to non-Contracting Parties,.he noted: that, in reality,
dl*icrlmmatmn does not.exist because such action simply brings aon-Contracting Parties to the sarie standard .as
Contracting Parties. N

6.40 The Delegate of the nitet States commented that the resclution does distinguish between [CCAT members
and noo-members; however, he explained that the remarks that were made about measures being non-discriminatory
were to indicate that the United States would not apply sanctions against a nan-Contracting Party if the same vi nlanon
were bﬂmg commtttad by a Contracting Party and ignored. . L T -

6.4 Regarding the competency question, the Chairman noted that the PWG was established to deal with the
problem of non-Contracting Parties. He cautioned that delegates should proceed with ceution before blending the
PWG inte another gronp or eliminating it entirely. He also cantioned that care should be taken that the competency
question not cause the resolution to remsin in "limbo”, He stated that until the competency guestion is worked out,
the PWG should retain control over issues asrising from the bluefin tuga Action Plan Resolution and.the similar
swordfish resolution, if the latter resolntion is accepted hy the Commission. This propusa] wis accepted hy the
delegates. S e :

6.42 The Choirman noted that thers was cansensus that the reference, in operative paragraphs (b} end {e), to the
"Permanent Working Group, efc, " be amended to *the Commission, through its. appropriate subsidiary body”, to align
this wording with the Swordfish Action Plan Resohution. Hence, when this Resclution is forwarded to any Parties,
and for ull other uses (ICCAT publications, compendinm of ICCAT Resolutions, ete.), the amended vession: wmﬂd :
be utilized. This proposal was forwarded to the Commission for final appraval.. - :

! 6.43 Regarding the status of the swordfish trade measures resolution, the Chairman recalied that the Delegates
of France and Brazil bad requested more hme to review the document und thet the next step was to present the
resolution to the Commission for approval.

.44 The Delegate of J apan asked for dlﬁbubﬁl{m from the floor regd:dmg this prupo::ell step, and ﬂw U 5. moved":
that the PWG accept the resolution and present it to the Conunission. The U.5. Delepate stated that he felt Bnm[ LT
statements were not an abjection to going forward but only an expression af concern. D

6.45 The Delegate of France agreed with the United States that this resolution should be preseated to the
Commission for decision. The "Resolution by ICCAT Concerning an Action Plan to Ensure the Effectiveness of its
Conservation Program for Atlantic Swordfish" is attached as Annex 4-13 to the Proceedings of the Comm15510n
Mesting. :
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6.46 At the lime of the Iast PWG Session, the Delegate of Brazil disagresd with the U.S. statement concerning
Brazil's position on the swordfish aetion plan resclution. To clarify his position, the Delegate of Brazil submitted a
statement on this issue, whick is attached as Appendix 7 to Annex 6-5.

7. Measures to improve ICCAT-required fishery statistics
a. Review of Contracring Parry loghook and information retrieval sysiems

7.1 The Chairman noted that lims limitafions at the 1994 mesting hindered the discussion of this item and that
it was agreed that this issue would be discussed either at an inter-sessional mesting or at the PWG meeting in 1995.
No inter-sessional meeling of the PWG was held in 1893,

7.2 The Assistani Executive Secretury reminded delegates that the idea behind this Agenda item was to see if
Contracting Parties qualify for the waiver of the BTSD government valjcdation requirement, In order to study this,
Di1. Miyake explained that detailed descriptions of Contracting Party systems were needed. He noted that such
information had not been requested or collected so that the delepates were not in a position to discuss this. In his
view, this information should either be provided or this Agenda item should be dropped. :

7.3 The Delegate of the United State indicated that he believed this item was important and that he would like
to see information requested by ICCAT and provided by the Parties so thet modifications can be made to the B'] SD
.Program, if necessary. He noted, however, that this was likely nat 2 top priority for delegations.

7.4 The Chairman sgreed to keep this item on the Agenda for 1996 and requested all Contracting Parties to
provide the Secretariat with a summary of their respective systems concermning the collection of catch data, for
diseussion at the 1996 meeting. He noted that, in this way, the Partiss can analyze this information ag time permits,

7 5 The Delegate of Spain agreed that this information should he provided and could &ssist in :dcnhfylng areas
that could be improverd,

8. Reglster of high seas fishing vessels of the Contracting Parties

R.1°T] be: Chairman re.callad that this register was a suggestion made by Spain at the 1994 PWG mesating. He
explained that Spain wanted ICCAT to develop a registry of vessels over 24 meters in length 48 a proactive measure
to address termy of the FAQ "flagring agreement”.

B.2 The Delegate of Spain restated his country's view from last year that because completion of the FAQ
agreement is nearing, collection of this information should be mads as soon as possible. He commented that [CCAT
can provide its technical assistance in this area which would contribute to FAQ's goals. He stated that this could be
a way in which to enecurage countries that do not have a register of vessels of 24 meters in length to develop one.

8.3 The Delepate of Japan asked if this activity would preempt ar assist FAQ and the Spanish Delegate stated
that this activity would be {0 assist only.

B.4. The Chairman noted that Spain’s position bad changed from last year and that this request was appropriale.

9. Report of the ICCAT Working Groop on Vessel Monitoring (Seartle, Washingtor, May 17 & 18, 1995)

9.1 The Chairman of the meeting of the ICCAT Working Group an Vessel Monitoring, Richard Stone, pave a
brief report of the 1993 Working Group meeting. The complete report of the meeting is attached as Annex 6-2. He
noted that there was a useful exchange of ideas during the mesting. He pointed out that there was some confusion
a5 to which bedy the working group should report to, and that this needed to be decided. He also noted that in the
repori there wers matters referred to various subsidiary bodies of ICCAT, such as an assessment by SCRS of the
need for real-time date reporting, and an identification by the PWG of ICCAT management measures that the Vessel
Monitoring Group could help fulfill. Also, the Working Group snggested that a workshop in the Spring of 1996 might
be useful. As a specific suppestion, the Worlding Group encouraged all Contracting and non-Contracting Parties to
use vessel monitoring systems for catch reporting purposes. -



ICCAT REPORTy 1994-9% (LI)

.9.2 The Delegate of Japan thanked the U.5. for hosting the meeting and agreed that the information exchange
was useful..He noted that the development of an electronic Jogbook was welcome news and that a vessel monitoring
gystem was also useful for transmntmg vessel position data, He reitorated Japan's view that the most practical use
for vessel mnmtm‘mg systems was in the bluefin luna fishery as it could assist in the collection of data on a real-time
basis and give accurate position reporting, Japan would support continuing in this ¢ireetion with vessef monitoring
systems. The statement by Japan on vessel manitoring is attached as Appendix 8 to Annex 6-5, The Delepate of
Japan then introduced a resolution on this topic and requested support.

9.3 The Chairmen agreed that the relationship of the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring to the PWG needed
elarification, particularly as this item was on the agendn for the Commission Plenary as well. He commented that
he thought the repart of this Working Group would simply be part of the PWG report

0.4 The Delagate of the United States stated that thers was peneral congensus at the meeting of the Working
Group on Vessel Monitoring that the Working Group was part of the PWG.
- 8.5 The Delegate of Porfugal raised the concern that vessel monitoring systems conld be used for inspecticonand |,
cantrol purposes and that this is not-under the purview, of the PWG. Portugal preforred that this Werking Group,
report directly to the Commission., Lo . ' '

9.6 The Delepates of France and Spain agresd with Portugal that the report should be submitted to the
Commission. The Delsgate of Japan stated that the issue of to whom the Working Group should report should be
decided by the Commission. The Delegate noted that it does not really matter where the working group resides so,
long &s it can function effectively; however, he stated the view that the problems this Working Group can solve fit
well under the PWG. . | . : -

,,D 7 The Aamstant Executwe Sec.reta:ry noted that procedurally the Wurkmg Group on Vessal Momtomg was s
proposed by the PWG and agreed by the Commission. He noted that the Working Group fit within the mandate of
the PWG. He asked for agreement to inglude only the essentia) information from the Group's report to the
Commission, as the appendices were voluminous. There was na abjection. '

0.8 The Chairman noted that in the Repori of the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring the PWG was asked
to identify at this meeting practical manapement recommendations for which vessel monitoring systems wonld bs
nseful and he asked if delegates could support the reselution by japan. He noted that countries were indicating that
further discussions on this issue should teke place during the Commission Plenary and expressed the hope that the
Commissicners would have time to discuss this issue and offer guidance. The Warking Group’s Report is uitached
as Annex #-2 to the Commission Praceadings.

:9.9 The Delegate of Canada supported reviewing the Japanese proposal in the PWG due to time constraints. The
Dalegate of Spain noted that this issue.could be discussed at the Commission Plenary and perhaps in the Infractions
Committge, The Dﬂli-j,ﬂlb of France suppormd Spain, The matter was referred to the Commission Plenary (see Annex
4-3)... T : '

10. .Other. matters -

10.1 Tt was noted that the term of the current PWG Chairman, Mr. B. Hallman, would expire at the end of this '
meeting, Therefore, an election was organized. The Commission Chairman proposed that Mr. Hallman be re-elected
and this was seconded by the Delegate of Spain. Mr. Haliman accepted the position. Thus, he will serve another two-
year term as PWG Chairman,

T

11, Future.work and meetings of the Permanent Working Group

. 11.1 Tt was -pgresd that the PWG would meet at the time of the next annnal mesting of ICCAT.

12. Adoption of Report

12.1 The P_WG aéreed ta éccEpt and use asa model for le-tteré to be sent to Honduras, 'Bellizfé and Pan,a.n;ﬁ I;be':",
attached draft letter (see Appendix 2 to Annex 6-5). The PWG alsc agreed to accept the lstter to Taiwan (see

ind
foom |
I~
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Appendix 3 to Annex 6-5); the letter to other nan-Contracting Parties not following ICCAT conservation measures
{see Appendix 5 to Annex 6-5); and the Swordfish Action Plan Resolution (see Annex 4-13), It was decided that
all the letters and the Resolution would be forwarded to the Commission for finsl approval.

12.2 Due to time constfaints, it was sgreed that formal adoption of the PWG Report would be done through
correspondence.

13. Adjournment

13.1 As there were no forther comments, the Chairman adjourned the 1995 meeling of the PWG.

Appendix 1 Annex 6-5
PWG AGENDA

Opening of the Meeting
Election of Rapportenr
Adoption of Agenda : '
Review of the implementation of the ICCAT Bluefin Tuna Statistical Document Program (BTSD}
a. Secretariat actions
b. Confracting Party actions -
¢. Applications for waiver of BTSD requiresnents
5. TFishing by non-Contracting Parties
a. Review of information
b. Identification of countries fishing contrary to ICCAT conservation measures
§. Measures lo promate compliance with ICCAT conservation measures
7. Measures to improve ICCAT-required fishery statistics
a, Review of Contracting Party logbook and informatior retrievul systems
8. Register of high seas fishing vessels of the Contracting Parties
9. Report of the Working Group on Vessel Monitoring (Seattle, Washington, - May 17 & 18, 1995)
10.  Other matters
11, Future work and meetings of the Permanent Working Group
12.  Adoption of Report
13. Adjonrnment

o
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o - . - : I.I_.--Appem'r'_tz;‘;::,ﬁnne; 5-5

MODEL LETTER FROM THE ICCAT CHAIRMAN
TO NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES REGARDING .
NON-COMPLIANCE WITH ICCAT CONSERVATION MEASURES

Excellency:

Subsequentto its 1994 meeting, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas announced
that it had adopted a Resolution "Conceming an action plan to ensure effectiveness of the Conservation Program for
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna". The action plan sets forth a process designed to seek the cooperation of pations not members
of ICCAT with the Commission’s comservation program for Atlantic bluefin tuna, This process roquires the
Commissicn to identify non-Coniracting parties with vessels fishing for Atlanlic bluefin tuna in a manner which
diminishes the effectiveness of the relevant Conservaiion Measures of the Commission, and to request any Party so
identified to rectify.its fishing activities, As a last resort, this process can result in Tecomsmendations for Contracting
Parties to take non-discrimtinatory trade restrictive meesures, consistent with their international obligations, on the
Dluefin tuna products from non-member countries whase flag vessels continue to fish for Atlantic bluefin tupz in a
macner which diminishes the effectiveness of the Commission’s conservation measures for this species.

During its 1995 annual meeting, the Commission receivad evidence that flag vessels have heen fishing for
Atlantic biuefin tuga in the Mediterranean in a manner inconsistent with EICCAT recommendations,.Consequently, the
Commission identified 48 # pation with vessels fishing for bluefin tuns in a manner which diminishes the
effectiveness of the ICCAT hluefin tuna conservation program, The Commission is heraby requesting the Government
of tovectify the activities of its flag vessels 50 as not to diminish the effectiveness of the [CCAT blusfin tuza
conservation prograrn, and to advise the Commission of actions taken in that repard.

During its 1996 annnal meeting, ICCAT will review the situation and consider any actions which may bave been
talcen by to rectify its flag vessels fishing activities, and if it is determined that these activities have not been
rectified, the Commission will recommend that Contracting Parties take non-discriminatory {rade restrictive measures,
consistent with their international obligations, cn bluefin tuna preducts in any form from _ .

For your information, I am enclesing herewith copies of each of the regulatory. measures as well as the resohutions
relative to the activities of fishing vessels of non-contracting parties, which have heen adopied hy the Commission.

The Commission wounld be pleased to provide any tarther information or clarification on this issue, which your
authoritics may require, "

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideeation.

Cheirman of the Commission
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ICCAT CHAIRMAN'S LETTER TO TATWAN REGARDING
ITS FISHING ACTIVITIES IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN & MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Dear

During its 1994 annual meeting, the Commission adopted 2 Resolution inviting those fishing in the Atlantic Ocean
for species under ICCAT jurisdiction to become "Cooperating Parties”, defined as a non-Contracting Party which
voluntarily fishes in conformity with the conservation measures of ICCAT. During the 1955 annunl meeting, Taiwan :
indidated an interest in becoming a Cooperating Party. The Conumission would like to advise Taiwan of the specific:
conservation messures which its vessels would be expected to follow as vessels from a country which is a Covperating
Party,

‘The Commission understands that Taiwan conducis longline fisheries throughout the Atlantic Qcean. Its vessels
therefore should adopt the. following practices:

1} Yeltowfin tuna: no incresse, in effective fishing effort ehove the 1992 level, throughont the Atlantic,
2y Swordfish: |

A) North Atlantic: incidental catches should not excesd B% of the total weight of the cateh.

B) South Atlentic: catches shall not exceed the catchss by Taiwan made in 1993 or 1994, whichever levet
is higher.

€) The minimum size allowed to be captured in 21l fishing areas is 25 kg, with & 15% incidental catch
allowance of smaller fish per teip, by number. -

3} Blucfin tuna:

A) Western Atlantic: no directed fishery allowed.

B) Eustern Atlantic and Mediterranean: the TCCAT Chnlrman is sending a separate letter wnh ragard to
those fisheries.

Q) Other medsures: 0o fishing by Jarge (>24 m) lunglme vessels in the Mediterranean from June 1 to July
31, and, throughout the Atlantic, the minimum size allowed to be captured is 6.4 kg, with a 15%
mc1denta1 cateh allowahle for smaller fish per trip, by number.

4) Southern albacore: catches should not exceed 90% of the ave.rage catches hy Taiwan over the penod 1989
tn 1993,

5.) Blgeye tun: io light of the 1995 Resoluticn adopted hy the Commission recommending that catchas of '
b15eye tuna be reduced to limits below the Maximum Sustainable Yield, Taiwan is urged to considér limiting
115 cutches to 12,000 MT.

6) There are mininmm size limits of 3.2 kg for yellowfin and bigeye tunas which are relevant to purse seine
fisheries.

Enclosed is the complete compilation of the Commission’s conservation measures. If Taiwan were to become 8
Cooperating Party, it would be expected to follow any new measures that might enter into effect for ICCAT
Contractmg Partwa - the future,

We appreclate your cooperation in the ICCAT management program, which is essential to meeting our fishery
conservation objectives.

Please aceept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Chairman of the Commission
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Appendix 4 to Annex G-3

STATEMENT BY TAIWAN TO THE CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
ON TAIWANESE FISHING ACTIVITIES IN THE
ATLANTIC OCEAN & MEDITERRANEAN SEA

Taiwan, as cne of the major nations with a leny history of fishing activities in the Atlantic, is always very much
copeerned abgot the heaithiness of the bigeye stock and has made every effort available to keep pace with the
management recommendations swnnounced by ICCAT, as long as they are equally applicable, not only to non-
Contracting Parties, but to Contracting Parties as well,

Up to this very moment, the only JCCAT snnounced management recommendation that I can recall for bigeye
is the 3.2 kg minimum size limit. Tf this is correct, the catch of bigeye preater than 3.2 kg in size in no way violates
ICCAT'E current management recommendations.

The. delegations | at this rﬂeenng are dlscussmg to develop a letter urging Taiwan oaly to ll[l].lt its bigeye catl:h to
a level of 12,000 MT, which is determined in the absence of a general formulation enncunced by TCCAT. T strongly
believe such specific action is diseriminatory and unfair to Taiwanese fishermen. Therefore, the Talwanese delegalmn '
an observer at this mesting, does not support it.

- Apperidix 5 1o Annex 6-5

MODEL LETTER FROM THE ICCAT CHAIRMAN
TO NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES WHOSE BLUEFIN TUNA CATCHES :
HAVE RECENTLY INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SFA

Exceliency: .

During ICCAT’s 1994 annual mesting, a repulation was adopted with respect to ecastern Atlantic and
Mediterrangan bluefin hena. Althaugh is not a Contracting Party of the organization, g copy of this
recommendation was forwarded to your authorities, not only to énsure general awarepess of the conservation and
management measures gdopted, but also in the interest of promoting the fullest cooperation by Non-Contracting
Parties.

As you are well aware, there is growing concern for the status of the bluefin stock in this area, and JCCAT, as
the responsible conservation and meanagement hody, has adopted different measures to ensure long-term sustdinability
of this very 1mportaut fishery. As you well know, ICCAT recomsmuendations are binding on-its Contracting Parties.
However, it is imperative o ensure that pon-Contracting Parties cooperate by voluntasily accel)tmg and applymg the
Same measures, Gthcrw;sc, their effectivencss would be seriously undermined. ;

In addition, you may know that the GFCM decided, in its Resciution 95/1, to adupt in the Medltermnean Sea,
startmg Jlme 1, 1995 the mnagemeut meRsures estahhsh,ed by ICCAT for bluefin tuna.

From the data available to ICCAT, a significant increase in catches from 1993 to 1994 was detected
As you well know, the recommendation adopted targeted 4 capping of catches on either a 1993 or 1954 level,
whichever was h:ghcst togc:thar wﬂh d bmdmg commitment from Contracting Parties to reduce. by _S%rpver the
1996-1%98 period. - :

Evidently, the underlying motivation of effecting a real reductmn of 25% would be voided if the catch difference
between 1993 and 1994 were excessive.

In '3 cuse, calches went from MT in 1993 to MT in 1994, which represent a ___ %
increase, : :

In light of the above, the Commission, at this year’s meeting, has instructed the Secretariat to forward to you an
appeal to voluntarily accept, not only the capping implied i the recommendation, but also to consider using as a
reference level for the 25 % reduction, an amonnt mid-way between the two years, so as to better implement the
provisions of this recammendation.

I am sure, Excellency, that you will fully take into account the importance of this mstter and take the necessary
steps to cooperate with ICCAT in the responsible management and conservation of this resource,

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration

Chairman of the Commission



FUG APPENDICES

Appendix 6 1o Annax 6-5

STATEMENT BY TAIWAN TO THE CHAIRMAN'S LETTER TO
NON-CONTRACTING PARTIES WHOSE BLUEFIN TUNA CATCHES HAVE
RECENTLY INCREASED SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA

In complience with ICCAT, Teiwan has aiready introduced the following ICCAT msjor Recommendations into
its domestic regulations: (1) Blusfin Tuna Statisticel Document Program {effective since September, 1993); (2) season
closure from June 1 to July 31 in the Mediterranean Sex {effective since Aprii, 1994); and (3) limiting the catch of
bluefin in the enstera Atlantic and Medilerrancan Sea not to exceed the level in 1993 or 1994, whichever is higher
(effective since March, 1995). '

There wers 14 Talw.mes:a vessels licensed to fish for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea
durmg the 1994 fishing season (from March to May) and the total catch of bluefin the 14 vessels was 724 MT, which
is about 2.1% of the yearly total bluefin caught in this area.

As concerns the bluefin catch in recent years, fgures drawn from the SCRS Report show that there were 10
countries (four Contracting Parties and six non-Contracting parties) whose catch increased in 1994 as comparzd to
the 1993 culch fevel, The increased amounts are: 6,309 MT (France); I, 064 MT (ltaly); 786 MT (Libya); 684 MT
(Koraa), 560 MT (Moroeeo); 456 MT (Portugal); 391 MT (Taiwaz, ROC); 270 MT (Greece); 213 MT (Cro.'nia),
and 193 MT (Malte). Tt is thus evident that the contributors to the 1994 catch increase are not limited to pon-
Contracting Parties, but to Contracting Parties as well.

The delegations at this meeting are discussing to develop a letter informing only those non-Contracting Parties
which had a significant percentage catch incresse in 1994 to consides using an amount mid-way between the two years,
1993 and 1994, as a reference level for 1 23% reduction for the period 1996 to 1998. T believe such action 1s
discrimingtory and unfair to the fishermen on non-Contracting Parties. Therefore, the Taiwanese delegation, as an
observer at this mesting, does not support it.

Appendix 7 ta Annex 6-5

STATEMENT BY BRAZIL ON THE RESOLUTION CONCERNING
AN ACTION TQ ENSURE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 1CCAT'S
CONSERVATION PROGRAM FOR ATLANTIC SWORDFISH

Brazil has great interest in the fishery for swerdfish and has been developing a fishery for this species since the
end of the 1960s. Initiatly, swordfish were caught mainly as by-catch in the longline fisheries targeting other funa
species. In revent years, however, some vessels have started directed fishedies for swordfish.

Brazil is seriously concerned ahont the situation of the deterioration of the swordfisk stocks, mainly in the south
Atlantic. In this sense, Brazil is in agreement with other delegations om the nesd o take appropriate actions to ensure
the enforcement of LCCAT s vonservation and management measures and to encourage non-member nations to abide
by these measures.

However, with regards to paragraph (f) of the Resolution, we consider the adoption of trade measures to force
other countries to comply with the conservation and management measures a very delicale matter, which have legal

and political implications and which should be carefully considered.

Brazil is still in the process of evaluating the aeed or convenience of adopting trade restrictive measures in this
context.

207



LCCAT REPORT, 1994-95 (I1)

Appendix 8 10 Anpex 6-5
. STATEMENT BY JAPAN ON VESSEL MONITORING

1. Japan would like to thank the United States of America for hosting the Meeting of the ICCAT Working Group
on Vessel Monitoring that was heid in Seattle last. May, and Mi. Stone who actad as Chairman for the meeting. We
highly value this meeting, which was held after the Resclution that was adopted during last yaar 5 Speeial Meetmg,
as being very informative and significant.

-2.- A5 Mr. Stone.said, many of the countries participating at that Working Group meeting had already started to
conduct ttials for the development and introduction of a system using satellite commuaijcations. Also, the introduction
of an "electronic logbook" was also reported to be under development which was also striking news.

' 3. The application of a satellite communications-hased vessel monitoring system was confirmed as a useful means
f'or grdspmg catch and vessel pDSlthﬂ date oo & real time basis.

4, The Permanent ‘Working Group for the Imprevament of ICCAT Statistics and Conservatlon Measures (PWG).
is now-requested from-that meeting to Jduuhfy effective prastical uses ko be applied for the most important species
for the Commission; Japan thinks the species in question should he bluefin tuns.

‘We think that it is imporfant that a rapad eollection of catch dats on a. real time bﬂ.ms inciuding the fishing pnslr.mn,
bhﬂuld he executed under the respnn51b1hty af the flag state.. :

5, Japan haheves tha: it is unpartant to encourage a5 many countries as possible to develop and mn-nduce wzssel
manitoring systems, and we believe that it is necessary to continued the efforts of the Commission in that di.ructmn
Regarding futurs actions on this matter, we have prepared a draft resolution, and we would approsiate your suppart
for it.
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