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PLENARY SESSIONS

PROCEEDINGS OF THE 20t SPECIAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF ATLANTIC TUNAS
(Vilamoura, Portugal, 14-21 November 2016)

1 Opening of the meeting

In the absence of the Commission Chair, First Vice Chair, Mr. Stefaan Depypere, in his role as Acting
Commission Chair, opened the 20t Special Meeting of the Commission. He welcomed all the participants
and introduced Mr. Eduardo Cabrita, Assistant Minister of the Portuguese Prime-Minister and Mr. Vitor
Aleixo, Mayor of the Municipality of Loulé. Mr. Depypere wished the Commission Chair, Mr. Martin
Tsamenyi, all the best for his quick recovery, and informed the Commission that Mr. Tsamenyi had
contacted him prior to the meeting and had asked him to send his best wishes and hopes for a productive
meeting to all the participants. The Acting Chair invited the participants to celebrate the 50th anniversary
of ICCAT reminding them that better ocean governance should be a priority. Mr. Aleixo welcomed the
participants to the municipality of Loulé and expressed his concern about the climate changes and impact
on local tuna fisheries. Then Mr. Cabrita stated the importance that Portugal grants to the oceans and
stressed the need to take political decisions based on science so as to preserve the ecosystem and fight for
sustainability and equity in the use of the oceans and their resources. He also congratulated the Executive
Secretary on his being elected Chair of the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network (RSN).

The Acting Chair thanked the Government of Portugal for its hospitality and the European Union for
hosting the meeting. He then reiterated that science should remain the pillar for the Commission decisions
as regards the implementation of conservation and management measures, and to reinforce the increasing
relevance of ICCAT as a world reference in the field of fisheries sustainable management. He invited all
delegates to participate in the discussions and, in particular, to progress on the Convention amendment
and to discuss the findings of the second ICCAT performance review.

The Executive Secretary, Mr. Driss Meski, introduced a short video prepared by the Secretariat to
commemorate the 50t anniversary of the Commission.

The opening addresses are attached as ANNEX 3.1.

2 Adoption of agenda and meeting arrangements
The Agenda was adopted as attached in ANNEX 1. The Secretariat served as rapporteur.

The Commission Chair informed the delegates that since Brazil would not be able to chair the Panel 4 it
would be chaired by the Second-Vice Chair, Mr. Ratl Delgado (Panama).

3 Introduction of Contracting Party delegations

The Executive Secretary introduced the following 46 Contracting Parties that attended the meeting:
Albania, Algeria, Angola, Belize, Brazil, Cabo Verde, Canada, China, Céte d’Ivoire, Curacao, Egypt, El
Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, European Union, France (St. Pierre and Miquelon), Gabon, Ghana, Guatemala,
Guinea-Bissau, Guinea Republic, Honduras, Iceland, Japan, Korea (Rep.), Liberia, Libya, Mauritania, Mexico,
Morocco, Namibia, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Russian Federation, Sio Tomé and Principe,
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, St. Vincent & the Grenadines, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom
(Overseas Territories), United States of America, Uruguay, and Venezuela. The Executive Secretary
welcomed Guinea Bissau as a new Contracting Party. Guinea-Bissau had deposited its instrument of
ratification at FAO in May 2016. The delegate of Guinea-Bissau thanked the Contracting Parties that had
encouraged Guinea-Bissau to join ICCAT and expressed the willingness of his government to ensure the
sustainability of the resources.

The opening statements by the Contracting Parties to the plenary session are attached as ANNEX 3.2. The
List of Participants is attached as ANNEX 2.
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Bolivia, Chinese Taipei and Suriname attended the meeting as Cooperating non-Contracting Parties,
Entities or Fishing Entities.

4 Introduction of observers

The Executive Secretary introduced the observers that had been admitted to the meeting. A
Representative from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), as well as the
following inter-governmental organizations attended the meeting: Conférence Ministérielle sur la
Coopération Halieutique entre les Etats Africains Riverains de I'Océan Atlantique (COMHAFAT/ATLAFCO)
and Infopéche.

The following observers from non-Contracting Parties were present: Costa Rica and Fiji islands. The
observers from the following non-governmental organisations were in attendance: Asociacién de Pesca,
Comercio y Consumo Responsable del Atiin Rojo (APCCR), Association euro-méditerranéenne des pécheurs
professionnels de thon (AEPPT), Confédération Internationale de la Péche Sportive (CIPS), Defenders of
Wildlife, Ecology Action Centre (EAC), European Bureau For Conservation And Development (EBCD),
Européche, FEDERCOOPESCA, Federation of Maltese Aquaculture Producers (FMAP), Humane Society
International (HSI), The International Pole & Line Foundation (IPNLF), International Seafood
Sustainability Foundation (ISSF), Marine Stewardship Council (MSC), Medisamak, Oceana, Organisation
for the Promotion of Responsible Tuna Fisheries (OPRT), The Pew Charitable Trusts (Pew), Project Aware
Foundation; The Ocean Foundation; The Shark Trust; The Varda Foundation and the World Wide Fund
(WWEF). The list of observers is included in the List of Participants (ANNEX 2).

The statements made to the plenary session, submitted in writing by the observers, are attached as
ANNEX 3.4.

5 Review of the report ICCAT Performance Review Panel

The Chair introduced Mr. John Spencer, coordinator of the panel of independent experts who were
selected by the Commission to carry out the second performance review of ICCAT, and invited him to
present the outcome of the report. He explained that the panel based its review on the 2015 SCRS report
and on each evaluation criteria of the terms of reference for which they examined the actions taken since
the first performance review in 2008, as well as the actions taken by other t-RFMOs. They then assessed
the current situation and made feasible and pragmatic recommendations in relation to four major themes,
namely Science, Management, Finance and Administration and General. In summary, the panel found that
ICCAT had made significant progress since the 2008 review and commended the Secretariat and CPCs for
their efforts in this regard. The panel stated that ICCAT has adopted appropriate measures to meet the
Convention objective, and recognised that ICCAT was a leading RFMO. Generally speaking, the report was
well received by the Contracting Parties, although some concern was expressed about the lack of rationale
provided for some of the panel’s recommendations. Some Contracting Parties intervened to request the
opinion of the panel on the voting system, on the objection process and on the external review of the SCRS
work.

There was general agreement amongst the Contracting Parties that this document should be thoroughly
reviewed and the recommendations made therein should be analysed and, where appropriate, addressed.
To this end, the European Union proposed a Resolution by ICCAT to Establish an ad-hoc Working Group to
follow-up on the Second ICCAT Performance Review. Norway considered that the panel had not taken into
account some issues, in particular the issue of the quota allocation, and it was agreed that all relevant
aspects of the issues identified should be considered during a meeting of the ad-hoc Working Group.

The Statement by Venezuela on the Performance Review is included in ANNEX 3.3.

In the light of discussion, the Commission decided to adopt the Resolution by ICCAT to establish an ad hoc
working group to follow up on the second ICCAT performance review [Res. 16-20].
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6 Review of the work of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

The SCRS Chair, Dr. David Die, informed the Commission that the 2016 SCRS Plenary meeting had been
held in Madrid, Spain, from 3 to 7 October 2016. He expressed his thanks for the work of the SCRS
scientists and the ICCAT Secretariat. Dr. Die presented a summary of the Report of the SCRS, indicating
that the specific recommendations for each species would be presented in the respective Panels.

In 2016 the stocks that were assessed included yellowfin, North and South Atlantic albacore,
Mediterranean swordfish and eastern and western Atlantic sailfish. Dr Die provided a status report card
for the stocks of interest to ICCAT, including the current assessed status, as well as the year of the last
assessment. This study showed that some recent studies indicate improvements in many stocks but, not
for all. For example, Mediterranean swordfish, eastern Atlantic sailfish and bigeye tuna are assessed as
being in the red zone of the Kobe diagram. Dr Die also stressed that the number of stocks being assessed
has multiplied fourfold since the 1970s, but the frequencies of assessment have decreased. The SCRS
output has increased in terms of documents presented at meetings, as well as the number of multi-
national research programes.

Dr. Die reminded the Commission of the SCRS Science Strategic Plan. He informed the Commission that
tools have been developed to report on the progress of the plan using a traffic light approach (red - no
progress, yellow - some progress, green - target achieved.) This progress will be reported to the
Commission at the annual meeting in 2017. He also informed on the ongoing work by the SCRS regarding
the development of Harvest Control Rules (HCRs), which are being assessed using Management Strategy
Evaluation (MSE) as well as a provisional timetable for their completion. He also elaborated developments
regarding Ecosystems Based Fisheries Management (EBFM) and noted that the SCRS requested another
meeting of the Standing Working Group on Dialogue between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM)
in order to advance this approach.

Dr. Die presented the proposed assessments the SCRS intends to conduct in 2017. These include eastern
and western bluefin tuna, northern and southern swordfish, shortfin mako shark, and Mediterranean
albacore.

The Commission expressed its gratitude to the SCRS for the work conducted in 2016. Several Contracting
Parties requested clarification on a number of issues. Dr. Die clarified, that although time series of
Maximum Sustainable Yield (MSY) can be provided for stocks in which changes in selectivity may have
occurred and where size/age structure information is available, the SCRS has not evaluated the potential
impacts of future changes in selectivity. He also drew attention to the SCRS recommendation that observer
coverage should be raised to 20% for vessels targeting tropical tunas in order to effectively monitor by-
catch species. Additional work on discard mortality is also required in order for the SCRS to effectively
account for this mortality in stock assessments.

It was also noted by the Commission, that the ambitious HCR schedule presented by the SCRS Chair would
need substantial support and resources and that there are still few examples of these methods being
adopted in tuna RFMOs. Although financial support currently exists for the albacore and bluefin tuna MSE
work, there are no identified funds available for other species, which may hinder the development of HCRs
for those species. It was acknowledged that substantial dialogue is necessary during the relevant panel
meetings in order to advance this work, as was done during the 2016 Panel 2 intersessional meeting,
where albacore HCRs were discussed.

In addition, the necessity for developing meaningful CPUE series for purse seine fisheries was stressed, as
was the need to standardise CPUEs over various metiers. Although the SCRS has been looking at these
issues, there are at current no easy solutions to these problems.

The Commission thanked Dr. Die, the SCRS scientists and the Secretariat for their work and adopted the
2016 SCRS report.
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7 Review of the reports of Panel 2 inter-sessional meetings and consideration of any necessary
actions

Mr. S. Ota, the Chair of the first intersessional Panel 2 meeting held in Madrid Spain, 2-3 March 2016,
presented the results of the meeting. The main issue was the consideration of the fishing, inspection and
capacity management plans for 2016, proposed by the CPCs with eastern bluefin tuna quotas. A total of 12
management plans were approved, some of which were adopted by correspondence.

The second Panel 2 intersessional meeting was held in Sapporo, Japan, in July to consider progress in the
development and implementation of HCRs for northern albacore. The Chair of that meeting, Mr M.
Miyahara (Japan), noted that although it had been raised the outcome of the northern Albacore
assessment had not been discussed, as the results had not yet been reviewed by the SCRS. Similarly, the
SCRS HCR/MSE work for northern albacore was still under development at the time of the Sapporo
meeting; thus, it was premature to consider the application of an HCR to the northern albacore stock.
Nevertheless, it was stressed that this meeting had done much to enhance the understanding of the HCR
process amongst the panel members. A table of performance indicators was developed by the Panel, and it
was hoped that these would be incorporated into future MSE scenarios.

The two reports of the intersessional meetings were transmitted to Panel 2 for its consideration and were
adopted by the Commission, as presented in ANNEXES 4.1 and 4.6.

8 Review of the report of the intersessional meeting of the Compliance Committee and
consideration of any necessary actions

The report was transmitted to the Compliance Committee for its consideration. The report was adopted
by the Commission and is contained in ANNEX 4.2.

9 Review of the report of the 11t Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring
Measures and consideration of any necessary actions

The Chair of PWG summarised the report of the 11th meeting of IMM held in Sapporo, Japan, 18-19 July
2016, by section and related appendices, as follows: 1) Section 4.1 presents the Draft Recommendation by
ICCAT on Transhipment submitted by the European Union as given in Appendix 3; 2) Section 4.2 presents
the Draft Recommendation by ICCAT to establish minimum standards for fishing vessel scientific observer
Program submitted by the European Union as given in Appendix 4; 3) Section 5 presents the Draft
[Recommendation] [Resolution] by ICCAT for a [model] of high seas boarding and joint international
inspection scheme proposed by the United States as given in Appendix 5; 4) Section 6.1 gives an update on
progress and implementation of eBCD System; 5) Sections 6.2 and 6.3 summarise the discussions on a
possible review of current statistical document programmes (SDPs) and the future extension of
catch/trade tracking schemes, highlighting that no proposals were made in this regard; 6) Section 7.1
gives the review of outdated Recommendations/Resolutions requiring update/combination [Res. 94-09;
Rec. 97-11] proposed by the Chair of PWG as shown in Appendix 6; 7) Section 7.2 was aimed at getting
responses from CPCs to requests for clarification of provisions of ICCAT Recommendations; 8) Section 7.3
summarizes the discussions on the capacity building for Port Inspection based on the information
document presented by the Secretariat on the implementation of Recommendations 12-07 and 14-08
adopted by ICCAT on Port Inspection Measures as given in Appendix 7; 9) Section 7.4 presents the
discussions on the Consolidated List of Authorized Vessels (CLAV) following the updated information
presented by the Secretariat. The IMM agreed that future support and funding for the CLAV, including
commitment and cooperation with the other tuna RFMOs in the framework of Kobe Process, should be
considered at the 2016 Annual meeting.

The Chair of PWG concluded that among the six proposals submitted to the PWG for consideration in
2016, five had previously been discussed at the IMM intersessional meeting. He noted that CPCs were
continuing their consultations with a view to developing improved proposals for consideration by the
Commission at its 2016 Annual meeting.
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The IMM meeting report was transmitted to the PWG for its consideration. The report was adopted by the
Commission and is contained in ANNEX 4.5.

10 Review of the report of the Working Group on FADs and consideration of any necessary
actions

The Report was transmitted to Panel 1 for its consideration and was adopted by the Commission. The
Report is contained in ANNEX 4.4.

11  Review of the report of the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment
and consideration of any necessary actions

Ms. Deirdre Warner-Kramer, Chair of the Working Group (WG), presented the report of the meeting held
in Madrid in March 2016 and informed the delegates that two issues were still open: dispute resolution
and the participation of fishing entities, including the related issue of the change in Convention depositary.
She also informed the Commission that a letter from the Director General of the FAO had been received, in
response to the letters from the Chair of the Commission (ANNEX 3.5), stating that FAO confirmed its
view that the members of ICCAT could decide to amend the Convention to transfer the depositary
functions from the Director General of FAO, and, should that be the case, that FAO stood ready to hand
over all instruments and documents in accordance with the new arrangements. The Director General
further assured that such a transfer would not have any negative impact upon the collaborative
relationship that exists between FAO and ICCAT. Ms. Warner-Kramer also provided a presentation setting
out the outstanding procedural issues, including how the proposals for amendment will be formally
adopted and enter into force, and whether the Commission will agree to provisional implementation of
any of the amended articles. She invited the delegates to work to find a resolution to the outstanding
issues during the Commission meeting.

Ms. Warner-Kramer reported back to the plenary that, particularly as the letter received from the Director
General of FAO had only recently been distributed to the Commission, several CPCs had requested more
time to consult with their governments, and, in particular, their foreign affairs departments, concerning
the possible change of depositary. The Chair also noted that there had been additional constructive
discussions among delegations on the dispute resolution issue, but there was not yet consensus on a final
text. In light of the long process that had successfully yielded proposals for almost all of the issues under
the WG’s mandate, she explained that there were three options for next steps, which depended in part on
whether CPCs agreed that the proposals for amendment could be adopted pursuant to a Commission
decision or required the convening of a Conference of Plenipotentiaries. If the former, delegations could
continue to consult informally during the intersessional period, and ICCAT could agree to consider the
final proposals either at the next annual meeting or could call a special intersessional meeting of the
Commission. Conversely, CPCs could call for a Conference of Plenipotentiaries empowered to finalize and
adopt the proposals for amendment. Finally, the Commission could agree to extend the mandate of the
Working Group to resolve the two remaining issues and provide the Commission with a complete package
of proposals for amendment. She recommended that if the WG were to meet again, it would be important
that the meeting occur no sooner than the middle of the year, to ensure that CPCs could undertake the
necessary internal consultations on the remaining issues in order to be prepared to reach agreement.
Many CPCs expressed their view that the final proposals for amendment should be adopted pursuant to a
decision of the Commission, though some delegations noted their preference for a Conference of
Plenipotentiaries. The Commission agreed that the mandate of the WG should be extended for one
additional meeting in the middle of 2017 to resolve only the outstanding issues, after which CPCs could
make the final determination whether a plenipotentiary meeting was needed.

The Report of the meeting is attached as ANNEX 4.3.
CPCs that had requested further time for consultation were urged to attend the 2017 meeting of the

Working Group on Convention Amendment and also to ensure the participation of the appropriate
representatives of their foreign affairs departments.
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The Statements by Morocco and Venezuela regarding the Convention Amendment process are included in
ANNEX 3.3.

12  Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

The STACFAD Chair, Ms. Sylvie Lapointe (Canada), reported to the Commission that the Committee had
reviewed and approved the 2016 Administrative Report, the 2016 Financial Report and the Revised budget
for 2017. These documents were adopted by the Commission.

The STACFAD Chair addressed the two issues that were left pending by the Committee. The first issue
concerned the draft vacancy announcement for the position of Executive Secretary. The pending items
were discussed and a final text was agreed which is attached as Appendix 3 to ANNEX 8.

The second issue concerned the financing through the Working Capital Fund of the requests of the SCRS
and other activities, such as the additional cost for the implementation of the eBCD, the Atlantic Ocean
Tropical Tuna Tagging Programme (AOTTP) and the Meeting Participation Fund (MPF). The STACFAD
Chair pointed out that the Working Capital Fund had been reduced considerably, taking into account that
during the last four years a large number of extra budgetary activities, including those requested from the
SCRS, had been financed through the fund, a practice that could not be maintained in 2017. She expressed
concerns about the poor financial situation of the Commission, and the dangers of the difficulties the
Commission could find itself in if the level of the Working Capital Fund were to be drawn too low.

Different options to reduce costs were discussed and the Secretariat was requested to prepare a document
including alternatives, such as shifting funding for activities essential to the core functions of the
Commission to the regular budget. For the requests of the SCRS, it was agreed to finance high priority
activities approved in 2016 as laid down in the document. For the remaining activities, it was agreed to
review the voluntary contributions of the new phases of the AOTTP respecting the commitments acquired
and funding accordingly; designating a maximum of €100,000.00 from the Working Capital fund to cover
the extra budgetary costs of the eBCD, and allocating €200,000.00 to the Meeting Participation Fund.
Likewise, it was agreed to work towards the regularization of financial obligations to the Commission of
CPCs with arrears. Costs for conducting intersessional meetings will be minimized and voluntary
contributions will be sought to cover these activities.

The Report of STACFAD was adopted by correspondence and is attached as ANNEX 8.

13  Reports of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein
Panel 1

The Chair of Panel 1, Mr. H. Shep (Cote d’'Ivoire) presented the Report of Panel 1 to the plenary. The Panel
had agreed on the following measure, which was put forward for adoption:

- The Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish an Ad hoc Working Group on Fish Aggregating Devices
(FADs) [Rec. 16-02]

This Recommendation was adopted by the Commission and is attached in ANNEX 5.

There had been no consensus on the Recommendation by ICCAT on a Multi-Annual Conservation and
Management Program for Tropical Tunas [Rec. 16-01] by the Panel. The Commission acknowledged the
request by El Salvador to fish in the Atlantic Ocean as indicated in its fishery management plan. The
Commission agreed to include in the proposal that El Salvador may have up to four purse seine vessels
operating in the bigeye tuna fishery but that they would not be allocated any additional bigeye tuna
harvesting possibilities (beyond the current 1,575 t). The Commission also clarified that the limitation on
the number of FADs applied to those with and without instrumental buoys. Finally, the Commission
clarified text relating to SCRS review and advice on possible measures to reduce discards and mitigate on-
board post-harvest losses and bycatch in tropical tuna fisheries. Following these amendments, the
Recommendation was adopted by the Commission and is also included in ANNEX 5.
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The Report of Panel 1 was adopted by correspondence and is contained in ANNEX 9.
Panel 2

The Chair of Panel 2, Mr. M. Miyahara (Japan), reported that a total of four proposals had been put before
the Panel in 2016, but one of these had been withdrawn following amalgamation with another proposal,
and, hence, there were three proposals being put forward for adoption by the Commission. The following
two proposals had been adopted by consensus:

- The Recommendation by ICCAT on a Multi-annual Conservation and Management Program for North
Atlantic Albacore [Rec. 16-06]

- The Recommendation by ICCAT Amending the Supplemental Recommendation by ICCAT Concerning the
Western Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Rebuilding Program [Rec. 16-08]

In addition, the Panel had adopted the following proposal by a vote, which had been requested by Algeria.

- Recommendation by ICCAT to Supplement Recommendation 14-04 by ICCAT Amending the
Recommendation 13-07 by ICCAT to Establish a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin Tuna in the
Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean [Rec. 16-09]

The result of the vote by the 23 members of Panel 2 was 13 in favour, 2 opposing and 8 abstentions; thus,
the Recommendation was passed by simple majority.

The Commission considered the three proposals in turn. With regard to the last concerning eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna, Norway informed the Commission that although it agreed with
Algeria’s request that its historical allocation be restored, it disagreed with the procedure to address this
request and, thus, reserved the right to lodge a formal objection to this Recommendation at a later stage.

The three Recommendations were adopted by the Commission and are attached in ANNEX 5.

The Panel had also adopted the Guidelines for preparing E-BFT inspection and capacity plans, presented
by Japan. These guidelines were adopted by the Commission, and included in ANNEX 7.1.

The Report of Panel 2 was adopted by correspondence and is contained in ANNEX 9.
Panel 3

The Chair of Panel 3, Mr. A. Njobeni (South Africa) reported that one measure had been adopted by the
Panel 3 and was presented to the Commission for approval:

- The Recommendation by ICCAT on the Southern Albacore Catch Limits for the Period 2017 to 2020
[Rec. 16-07].

This Recommendation was adopted by the Commission and is attached in ANNEX 5.

It was noted that a request for an increase in quota was made by St. Vincent and the Grenadines. However,
as they are not a member of Panel 3, their request was not accepted.

The Report of Panel 3 was adopted by correspondence and is contained in ANNEX 9.
Panel 4

The Acting Chair of Panel 4, Mr. R. Delgado (2 Vice-Chair) presented the report of Panel 4 and informed
the Commission that a total of eleven proposals had been put before the Panel in 2016, but four of these
had been withdrawn following amalgamation with other proposals. Another measure aimed at prohibiting
the intentional encirclement of cetaceans in ICCAT purse seine fisheries had not reached agreement in the
Panel and was not being put forward to the Plenary for consideration. A measure prohibiting the removal
of shark fins from carcasses at sea with respect to sharks caught in association with fisheries managed by
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ICCAT had not reached agreement in the Panel and was referred to the Commission for further was
discussion at Plenary. No consensus on this could be reached, however, and the measure was not adopted.

The five recommendations adopted by the Panel and presented to the Commission for approval were:

- The Recommendation by ICCAT for the Conservation of North Atlantic Swordfish [Rec. 16-03]

- The Recommendation by ICCAT for the Conservation of South Atlantic Swordfish [Rec. 16-04]

- The Recommendation by ICCAT on Management Measures for the Conservation of Atlantic Sailfish
[Rec. 16-11]

- The Recommendation by ICCAT replacing the Recommendation [13-04] and Establishing a Multi-annual
Recovery Plan for Mediterranean Swordfish [Rec. 16-05]

- The Recommendation by ICCAT on Management Measures for the Conservation of Atlantic Blue Shark
Caught in Association with ICCAT Fisheries [Rec. 16-12]

In addition, the Recommendation by ICCAT Amending Recommendation [15-05] by ICCAT to Further
Strengthen the Plan to Rebuild Blue Marlin and White Marlin Stocks [Rec. 16-10] was proposed for
consideration in Plenary by the EU. This measure proposed a transfer of 30t of blue marlin quota from
Venezuela to the EU, in the framework of the EU quota overharvest pay-back plan for blue marlins and
white marlins.

The Commission considered the various proposals one by one. With regard to the recommendation for the
conservation of North Atlantic swordfish, Mauritania intervened to say that its fishing interests had not
been taken into account and requested the measure be revised to provide it with a fishing possibility of
100 t. Concern was expressed at the late nature of this request as well as a lack of reporting on its
swordfish fishery by Mauritania in the past. Ultimately, a solution was found whereby Brazil, Japan,
Senegal, and the United States agreed to transfer 25 t each of their annual catch limits to Mauritania in
2017 on condition that Mauritania submit its fishery development plan in 2017. Failure to submit its
fishery development plan will result in a nullification of the authorized quota transfers. The proposal was
revised accordingly.

Regarding blue shark, Norway reiterated its position stated during the Panel meeting that it would not
block consensus, but that it will consider the possibility of raising an objection to the Recommendation by
ICCAT on Management Measures for the Conservation of Atlantic Blue Shark Caught in Association with
ICCAT Fisheries. Norway stated that the Recommendation relates to a directed fishery which is outside the
scope of the Convention and that the lack of effective control of this fishery is not consistent with the
Precautionary Approach.

These six recommendations were adopted by the Commission and are attached in ANNEX 5.

The Statement of the European Union on Mediterranean Swordfish is contained in Appendix 9 to
ANNEX 9.

The Report of Panel 4 was adopted by correspondence and is attached as ANNEX 9.

14  Report of the Conservation and Management Measures Compliance Committee (COC) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Mr. Derek Campbell (USA), Chair of the Compliance Committee, presented a summary report of the
conclusions of the Compliance Committee and informed the Plenary that the Committee had approved the
following:

- Recommendation by ICCAT on improvement of Compliance review of Conservation and Management
measures regarding Sharks caught in Association with ICCAT fisheries [Rec. 16-13]

- Recommendation by ICCAT to amend ICCAT Reporting Deadlines in order to Facilitate an Effective and
Efficient Compliance Process [Rec. 16-16]

- Recommendation by ICCAT for the Development of an Online Reporting System [Rec. 16-19]

- Resolution by ICCAT Establishing and ICCAT Schedule of Actions to Improve Compliance and Cooperation
with ICCAT Measures [Res. 16-17]

- Resolution by ICCAT to Facilitate an Effective and Efficient Compliance Process [Res. 16-22]
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These recommendations and resolutions were adopted by the Commission. Norway stated that, in relation
to binding quota/catch limit overharvests in the Resolution by ICCAT Establishing and ICCAT Schedule of
Actions to Improve Compliance and Cooperation with ICCAT Measures, Norway would apply 100% payback
in cases of overfishing when the obligation of CPCs to report discards was fulfilled and when such discards
were taken against their quotas. Iceland informed that its payback was of 800 kg from one year to another
and that given the low quota of bluefin tuna in 2016, Iceland would payback.

The Compliance Committee also adopted the compliance tables for all species since the distribution of
additional carry-over of underharvest was not discussed at Panel 3. In addition, the Committee approved
the list of actions proposed by the Chair in consultation with the Friends of the Chair, and which would be
incorporated into the compliance summary tables (Appendix 5 to ANNEX 10). In that list, four CPCs were
identified under Recommendation 06-13 and twenty-nine CPCs will receive a letter concerning
compliance issues.

The Chair reported that the Committee had agreed to recommend maintaining the status of Cooperating
non-Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity to Bolivia, Chinese Taipei, Guyana, and Suriname.
Concerning Chinese Taipei, Japan requested Chinese Taipei to present data on landings and discards of
sharks from their longliners. Chinese Taipei informed the Commission that it would present to Japan the
data requested. Further to this intervention, the Commission agreed to renew cooperating status to these
four countries. The Committee also recommended granting the status of Cooperating Party, non-
Contracting Party, Entity or Fishing Entity to Costa Rica, which was granted by the Commission.

The Committee noted that neither data nor a response to the Secretariat’s letters had been received from
Dominica and Grenada, despite their known interest in ICCAT fisheries. The Compliance Committee
recommended these two non-members be identified under ICCAT’s trade measures recommendation
(Rec. 06-13) and that letters notifying them of this decision and requesting that they rectify the situation
should be sent to both countries. Having received data from St. Kitts & Nevis and St. Lucia, the Committee
recommended that the Commission Chair send letters to these two non-contracting Parties encouraging
greater participation in ICCAT. The Commission agreed to proceed as recommended by the Compliance
Committee.

Concerning the quota and the catches of bluefin tuna in Gibraltar, the Committee suggested that the
Commission Chair send another letter to Gibraltar. The Commission agreed to send a letter to Gibraltar
requesting cooperation with ICCAT, and, in particular, seeking information on its catches and on the
management of its bluefin tuna fishery.

The Report of the Compliance Committee was adopted by correspondence and is attached in ANNEX 10.

15 Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and
Conservation Measures (PWG) and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Mr. S. Depypere, Acting Chair of ICCAT spoke on behalf of the Chair of PWG, Mr. F. Donatella, who
unfortunately had to leave early and could not present the report.

The PWG met four times and had the opportunity to address all the issues on its agenda, as well as all the
proposals that were tabled by the Contracting Parties. Many discussions on these topics had already taken
place during the IMM meeting that took place in Japan in July 2016. Delegations were able to continue to
work after the IMM meeting and to fine tune many of the draft recommendations that had been already
submitted in the past.

The PWG was able to adopt the following proposals, which were submitted for final adoption to the
Commission:

- Recommendation by ICCAT on Transhipment [Rec. 16-15]

- Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish Minimum Standards for Fishing Vessel Scientific Observer
Program [Rec. 16-14]

- Recommendation by ICCAT to Clarify and Supplement the Process for Seeking Capacity Building
Assistance Pursuant to ICCAT Recommendation 14-08 [Rec.16-18]
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The above mentioned Recommendations were adopted and are contained in ANNEX 5.

The delegations could not reach a consensus on the following draft proposals:

- Draft Recommendation on Protecting the Health and Safety of Observers

- Draft Recommendation on Vessel Sightings

- Draft [Recommendation] [Resolution] for a [model] Joint International Inspection Scheme

Delegations, however, agreed that such discussions should remain open and should resume either inter-
sessionally or during the 2017 Annual meeting. The Acting Chair noted, in addition, that many CPCs were
inspired by the idea of establishing a pilot program for the exchange of inspectors, as presented by the
USA in its concept note. This document will be annexed to the meeting report (Appendix 3 to ANNEX 11).

The PWG also submitted a new 1UU list of vessels (Appendix 4 to ANNEX 11), for Commission approval.
The Acting Chair noted that this list had been amended during the PWG meeting to take into account the
outcome of discussions by the Compliance Committee. Bolivia indicated that the flag information for three
Bolivian vessels was incorrect and should be changed. Chinese Taipei also pointed out an inconsistency
between the proposed list and other documentation that had been presented. The Commission noted that
documentation would be required to alter the list as proposed. The Commission adopted the IUU vessel
list noting that factual corrections to the information could be made through correspondence, in
consultation with the PWG Chair and Commission, as appropriate, upon the submission of the required
documentation.

The PWG also examined the progress on the eBCD system and the work of the Technical Working Group
(TWG) undertaken throughout 2016. The Chair of the group - Mr. Neil Ansell - made a detailed
presentation informing that full implementation of the system had been carried out successfully with no
significant problems reported by CPCs. The PWG discussed the possibility of transforming Addendum 1 of
the report of the eBCD TWG (Addendum 1 to Appendix 2 to ANNEX 11), which relates to the use of
paper BCDs in the case of technical problems with the eBCD system, into a stand-alone Resolution or
Recommendation. While the TWG Chair reported that there had been interest from CPCs to further
develop and improve the text, there had not been time to agree on a final text. It was agreed that the TWG
should continue its work on this matter throughout 2017 in an effort to finalize proposed procedures
relating to the use of paper. Regarding the financing, which was highlighted as a priority issue, it was
proposed that the Group will continue to analyse, with the support of the Secretariat, possible options for
financing the eBCD system in the long-term while acknowledging the need for close coordination with
STACFAD, particularly if options considered could result in a need to amend ICCAT’s financial rules. In the
meantime, the Group proposed that the current contract with the implementing Consortium be extended
throughout 2017, albeit with a reduced level of additional support, using funds appropriated for that
purpose in the regular budget. If any additional funds are needed in 2017 for the development or
improvement of system functionalities, this should be supported from the Working Capital Fund as in the
past. In this regard, the TWG was asked to carefully prioritize system needs to ensure effective use of
limited resources.

In addition to this extensive review of the eBCD programme, the Chair indicated that many other technical
discussions had taken place and helped to guide the Secretariat in its task to manage the various reporting
obligations by CPCs. This included the issues related to the management of the list of registered and
authorised vessels and to the implementation of the various Regional observer programmes.

The Acting Chair thanked all the delegations for the excellent collaboration during the sessions, as well as
the Rapporteur and the Secretariat for its excellent preparatory work and its continuous support to the
PWG.

The Report of the PWG was adopted by correspondence and is attached in ANNEX 11.

16  Assistance to developing coastal States and capacity building
The Executive Secretary presented a document prepared the document by the Secretariat, the Meeting

Participation Fund (MPF). He invited the CPCs to inform the STACFAD and the Secretariat of the amounts
which they could commit to the MPF through voluntary contributions for 2017 (Appendix 2 to ANNEX 8).
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17  Report on actions taken under the Kobe process

The outgoing Chair of the Kobe steering committee, Mr. Russell Smith (USA), provided a summary on the
current actions taken and developments under the Kobe process. It was noted that the Kobe Steering
Committee had convened three times since the last ICCAT Commission meeting to discuss the ongoing
initiatives under the Kobe process, such as the technical by-catch Working Group (supported by WCPFC),
the joint tuna RFMO MSE Technical Working Group (chaired by ICCAT), as well as the Consolidated list of
Authorised Vessels (CLAV).

The Commission thanked Mr Smith for the work he had done as Chair of the Kobe Steering Committee
since 2011 and congratulated Mr. S. Depypere (EU) who had been elected as the next Chair of the Kobe
Steering Committee. The Commission welcomed the ongoing work of the Kobe process and noted it had
significantly contributed to better cooperation between the tuna RFMOs. Clarification was requested as to
whether there was a need for another Kobe meeting, but it was generally acknowledged that the
discussions and recommendations from the technical Working Groups should be disseminated to the
various Commissions first, after which the need for an broader Kobe meeting could be evaluated.

18 Report on the implementation of the GEF project

The Executive Secretary reported on the status of ICCAT cooperation with GEF. The details of this
cooperation were provided in document Summary Note on the ABN]/GEF Programme. He noted that
following the failure of negotiations on the eBCD financing, ICCAT felt marginalised in the project did not
participate in the GEF Steering Committee meeting. It was noted that ICCAT has continued to cooperate
where possible and has foreseen involvement in a number of smaller initiatives within the project, such as
a (i) Feasibility study to develop a web data submission and validation system, (ii) harmonization of FAD
data collection through t-RFMOs, (iii) Management Strategy Evaluation and (iv) Ecosystem Based
Fisheries Management.

The representative from FAO stated that the project activities are still open, and that they will continue to
consider all relevant proposals for activities that fit under the scope of the GEF project. The Commission
thanked the FAO for this willingness to collaborate, although it was stressed that it hoped that GEF
contributions to ICCAT could be increased in the future, especially to fund activities that are currently
being financed by the ICCAT Working Capital Fund. Several CPCs expressed support for the ABN]J/GEF
project, and a number of project components of direct benefit to ICCAT and individual CPCs were
highlighted. The specific case of the AOTTP was raised, as this project has received little co-financing to
complement the EU contribution. To date EU funds have been supplemented primarily by drawing down
the Working Capital Fund. The Commission hoped that the GEF project may be able to provide financial
support to this important project.

The Executive Secretary expressed his gratitude regarding the potential avenues of collaboration under
the GEF project and noted that ICCAT will continue to strive to be more involved in the project should this
be possible.

19 Inter-sessional meetingsin 2017
The Commission agreed that the following intersessional meetings should be held in 2017:

- A meeting on Mediterranean swordfish allocation in February 2017 possibly hosted by the
European Union;

- The 34 Working Group on FADs, as well as a joint tuna RFMOs FADs Working Group meeting;

- A meeting of the Working Group on the Convention Amendment and/or a Conference of
Plenipoteniaries;

- A meeting of the Ad Hoc Working Group for Follow up on the Second Performance Review;

- The 34 meeting of the Standing Working Group to Enhance Dialogue Between Fisheries Scientists
and Managers (SWGSM);

- A meeting of the Port Inspection Expert Group for Capacity Building and Assistance; preferably
together with another ICCAT intersessional meeting;
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- In addition, an Online Reporting Technology Working Group for the development of online
reporting system should start working in 2017. It was agreed that this Group should carry out it
work electronically as much as possible although it was recognized that in person meetings
would likely be necessary.

In order to reduce the number of meetings, it was agreed that efforts should be made to organise the
meetings at the same venue and sequentially where possible. The Executive Secretary informed the
participants that in 2017 ICCAT could not finance meetings outside Madrid unless the CPC hosting the
meeting paid all costs, including the Secretariat staff travel, accommodation and per diem as per the Staff
Regulations and Rules.

20 Other matters

The draft Resolution by ICCAT on Ecosystems that are Important and Unique for ICCAT species [Res. 16-23]
was presented by one of the sponsors (UK-OT). It was noted that several changes had been made to the
draft Resolution to incorporate comments made by other CPCs. The major revision included removing
reference to the Sargasso Sea; however, the UK-OT requested that the revision of the contribution of the
Sargasso Sea to ICCAT stocks should be continued. This revised version of the resolution was adopted by
the Commission [Res. 16-23].

In order to advance the work being conducted on Management Strategy Evaluation, the Resolution by
ICCAT on the Third Meeting of the Standing Working Group for Enhancing the Dialogue between Fisheries
Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) [Res. 16-21] was adopted. This Resolution recognises the need for
scientists and managers to meet in 2017 to discuss the further progress of the MSE process. To
complement this work, the Commission also adopted a Road Map for the Development of Management
Strategy Evaluation (MSE) and Harvest Control Rules (HCR). These two agreements will guide the
Commission’s MSE efforts over the course of the coming years.

The Resolution by ICCAT on the Third Meeting of the Standing Working Group for Enhancing the Dialogue
between Fisheries Scientists and Managers (SWGSM) is contained in ANNEX 6, and the Road Map for the
Development of Management Strategy Evaluation (MSE) and Harvest Control Rules (HCR) in ANNEX 7.2.
21  Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission

The delegation of the Kingdom of Morocco informed the Commission that Morocco would invite and host
the 25t Regular meeting of the Commission in Marrakech. The tentative dates proposed were from 13 to
21 November 2017.

22 Adoption of the report and adjournment

Before closing the meeting, the delegates, headed by Canada, thanked Ms. Veronika Veits (EU) and Mr.
Russell Smith (USA) for their contribution to the work of the Commission and wished them all the best in

their new responsibilities.

The Executive Secretary and the Chair echoed these good wishes. They also thanked the Secretariat staff
for their hard work, as well as the interpreters and the organising agency.

It was agreed to adopt the report by correspondence. The meeting was adjourned on 21 November 2016.
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COMMISSION AGENDA

ANNEX 1

AGENDA

Opening of the meeting

Adoption of Agenda and meeting arrangements

Introduction of Contracting Party Delegations

Introduction of Observers

Review of the report ICCAT Performance Review Panel

Review of the work of the Standing Committee on Research and Statistics (SCRS)

Review of the reports of the Panel 2 Intersessional meetings and consideration of any necessary
actions

Review of the report of the intersessional meeting of the Compliance Committee and consideration of
any necessary actions

Review of the Report of the Eleventh Meeting of the Working Group on Integrated Monitoring
Measures and consideration of any necessary actions

Review of the report of the Working Group on FADs and consideration of any necessary actions

Review of the report of the Fourth Meeting of the Working Group on Convention Amendment and
consideration of any necessary actions

Report of the Standing Committee on Finance and Administration (STACFAD) and consideration of
any proposed recommendations therein

Reports of Panels 1 to 4 and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Report of the Conservation and Management Measures Compliance Committee (COC) and
consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Report of the Permanent Working Group for the Improvement of ICCAT Statistics and Conservation
Measures (PWG) and consideration of any proposed recommendations therein

Assistance to developing coastal states and capacity building
Report on actions taken under the Kobe process

Report on the implementation of the GEF project
Intersessional meetings in 2017

Other matters

Date and place of the next meeting of the Commission

Adoption of the report and adjournment
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